Are Surveys Fake News?

Are Surveys
Fake News?

On March 7, 2019, Probe’s Senior VP Steve Cable gave a one-
hour presentation drawing on his decades of statistical
research and insight to probe deeply into the trustworthiness
of news containing references to surveys. In this message he
shows why we should remain skeptical of what surveys
purportedly indicate. Sometimes the actual results are
directly opposite of what is claimed.

You can download the mp3 audio recording here.

Social Media, You and Your
Family
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Probe Ministries hosted a
presentation by Kerby Anderson on HIN gumismian eusuishing
“Social Media, You and Your

Family” on October 16, 2018 at
the Hope Center in Plano, Texas.
ALl attendees received a free
copy of the new book Arts, Media, :

and Culture: A Biblical Point of N =5
View. (You can order it from our ARiblidal Point.of Viet
online store here.)

KERBY ANDERSON

All

You can download a recording of Kerby'’s message here.

We are all the beneficiaries of the information on the
Internet. But scientists have also been able to document that
our digital devices and social media are altering the way we
think and altering our ability to concentrate.

As one psychologist at Tufts University explains, “We are not
only what we read. We are how we read.” The style of reading
on the Internet is different and profoundly changing the way
we read and acquire information. Our brains are able to
reprogram themselves on the fly through a process called
“neuroplasticity.”

There is a crucial need for Christians to evaluate the impact
of media in their lives. We need to develop discernment and
pass those biblical principles to our children and
grandchildren.
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The new media represents an even greater threat to our
discernment processes and can easily conform us to the world
(Romans 12:2). Media is powerful tool to conform us to group
think and thus to a secular worldview taking us captive to the
false philosophies of the world (Colossians 2:8).

Let’s look at how we can harness social media to use for good
while, at the same time, protecting ourselves and our children
from potentially harmful effects.

Dr. Ray Bohlin Publicly
Debates in Belarus

Something wonderful and heretofore-unseen happened in March
2018 in the formerly Communist country of Belarus, part of the
Soviet Union until 1990. The capital city of Minsk was the
site of a public debate between two scientists: Dr. Mikhail
Gelfand, an atheist biology professor at Russia’s Moscow State
University, and Probe’s own Dr. Ray Bohlin, a Ph.D. 1in
molecular biology.

Ray had submitted a number of intelligent design-related
topics to Dr. Gelfand who refused them all, deciding instead
on the topic “Evolution or Creationism?” It was clear he was
expecting a religious rather than a scientific argument from
Ray, who presented “Is intelligent Design Science?” with the
primary evidence that the DNA genetic code requires an
intelligence. Dr. Gelfand did not respond to any of Ray’s
points.
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Following their presentations, the debaters responded for an
hour to written questions submitted by the audience. One
question was, “Would either of you consider changing your mind
if shown sufficient evidence of the other side?” With clear
contempt, Dr. Gelfand dismissed the possibility that there was
evidence for anything other than evolution. Ray related how,
in his graduate studies 1in evolutionary biology, he
continually asked, “Show me the evidence for evolution. Please
convince me.” By the end of his studies, he was more of a
skeptic of evolution than ever before.

Concerned about making
his flight back to
Moscow, Dr. Gelfand
gathered up his things.
He was very surprised
when Ray came over and,
smiling, shook his hand
after having Dbeen
insulted several times
during the debate. Christian kindness and compassion 1is its
own kind of culture.

Following the debate, 55% of participants in an online vote
chose Ray as the winner. The debate was uploaded to Russian
YouTube with over 1000 views that weekend (Link to English



YouTube video is here). There was quite a bit of social media
buzz about it, including requests to bring Ray back to Belarus
in November for another debate.

The following weekend, along with his Probe colleague Todd
Kappelman, Ray traveled several hours by train to Brest (on
the border of Belarus and Poland) for another debate, this
time with a professor of the history of Slavic people, Dr.
Alexander Svirid. In his presentation Ray pointed out that the
fossil evidence for human evolution is sparse and open to many
interpretations. His opponent was not able to refute what Ray
said, but suggested that the way information has “evolved”
from the early computer software to what we have today 1is
evidence of evolution. Ray pointed out that it takes an
intelligent mind to rewrite and update software. Dr. Svirid
was quite gracious and complimentary of Ray, remarking that
“each of us would have been a good student of the other.”
(Link 1is here.)

Monday through Friday for two weeks, Ray and Todd spent time
with friends and potential church leaders. (Feel free to ask
us for more information about that.)

Churches

This was Ray’s 14" trip to Belarus, and every time he goes, he
speaks in the churches of people who have become friends. The
first Sunday (of three), he preached in a church outside Minsk
where one of his excellent translators is a teaching elder. He
preached on Romans 1:18-20 in every church he spoke at,
because after the previous day’s debate, many young people
asked why the belief in creation mattered. Drawing on his
worldview perspective sharpened by 40+ years of speaking and
writing for Probe, he said that if there is no God, there is
no purpose or meaning to any living thing—especially humans.
Romans 1 assures us that we all know there is a Creator, so
maybe the Creator’s intended purpose and meaning for us gives
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us worth and value. This 1is especially good news in a country
that was recently Communist, which denies the worth and value
of people. Questions continued through lunch, turning Sunday
into another four-hour marathon like the (debate) day before.

The second weekend was jam-packed with ministry opportunities.
On Friday night, Ray answered questions at an English club
(for those working on learning to speak English). He heard the
one question he can always count on: “What do you like about
Belarus?” People always love his go-to answer: “Chocolate!”

On Saturday afternoon, he spoke at a student conference
sponsored by CRU (formerly known as Campus Crusade for
Christ). Both the Christians and the seekers in attendance
were interested in hearing Todd address problems and issues in
technology, and Ray was asked to address the problem of evil.
Todd and Ray, along with their translator Sasha and his wife,
took the train to Brest, arriving very late at night.

The next morning was the second
debate, arranged by the pastor
of Brest Bible Church, who had
seen the YouTube videos of Ray’s
2016 debate and 2017 lecture,
and really wanted him to come to
his city.

The third weekend, with both men very tired, meant being
driven to Brest and back the same day, to speak at a
conference in another church. Todd, who doesn’t use a cell
phone or wear a watch, spoke to the issues and challenges of
technology, particularly smartphones and computers. Ray,
playing “good cop” to Todd’s “bad cop,” explained how helpful
technology is to him as he tries to explain science to
students and various audiences, especially the visual
component of technology. Powerpoint is invaluable to him for
showing graphs, tables and pictures, as well as showing videos
using animation to demonstrate molecular machines inside the



cell. Getting personal, he also explained that his wife Sue, a
polio survivor who is no longer able to walk (and thus can no
longer accompany him to handicap-unfriendly Belarus), needs
the technology of her scooter to be mobile at all. Otherwise
she would be bedridden, or unable to leave their home—which is
what happens to most disabled Belarusians.

On Sunday, their last day, both
Todd and Ray gave a short 20-
minute talk in the small house
church of a pastor and his wife
who have become good friends of
the Bohlins. That night at
another small <church, Ray
answered lots of questions about
the Minsk debate.

He was especially glad for the question, “Why bother?” Why,
indeed, would anyone from Probe go 5500 miles to the former
Soviet Union, giving time, energy and passion to the point of
utter exhaustion, year after year?

It’s an opportunity to provide unbelievers with a reasoned,
rational response to evolution.

It’s an opportunity to model to Christians how to engage in
controversial issues without defensiveness or anger.

We pray something sticks, planting a “pebble in people’s
shoes,” so to speak, sowing seeds of new information and a
different perspective by asking questions for which the
listeners have no answers. It starts a journey.



For over forty years, that’s what Probe Ministries has been
doing. Sowing seeds, asking questions, planting pebbles in
people’s shoes so they think.

In 1973, when Probe was founded, there was no glimmer of hope
for debates like these behind the Iron Curtain, much less in
the Soviet Union. But look what God did in March 2018! There
is a great hunger for honest answers to honest questions in
Belarus. The debates are possible because they are about
science, not religion . . . because true science-the study of
what God created-is the truth that points to Romans 1.

And for that, we thank and praise God.

Note: The funding for this trip is several thousand dollars
short of what was needed to cover expenses. There is still an
opportunity to invest eternally in what God is doing through
Probe in Belarus! You can donate here and designate Dr. Ray
Bohlin. All gifts will receive a tax-deductible receipt.

©2018 Probe Ministries

Mind Games 2017 Daily
Schedule

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Probe Responses to “The
Shack”

Probe staff members are not unanimous in their responses to
The Shack. Sue Bohlin enjoyed it as “a good book with
problems,” and former staffer Pat Zukeran sees value in the
book but is concerned enough about the theological problems to
give it a “thumbs down.” Those of us who have read the book
have a difference of opinion with each other, but we remain
friendly and mutually respectful even as we disagree.

The movie is faithful enough to the book that our takeaways
still stand.

.& Sue Bohlin’s Response to The Shack

? Patrick Zukeran’'s Critique of The Shack

Originally published in 2008.

What is Probe?

Probe Ministries is a non-profit ministry whose mission is to
assist the church in renewing the minds of believers with a
Christian worldview and to equip the church to engage the
world for Christ. Probe fulfills this mission through our Mind
Games conferences for youth and adults, our 3-minute daily
radio program, and our extensive Web site at www.probe.org.

Further information about Probe’s materials and ministry may
be obtained by contacting us at:

Probe Ministries
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Suite 2000

2001 W. Plano Parkway
Plano, TX 75075

(972) 941-4565
info@probe.org
www.probe.org
Copyright information

Politically Incorrect Guide
to Islam and Terrorism

Although the war on terror has become a household subject
since September 11, 2001, we still hear many politically
correct phrases. Do Muslims and Christians worship the same
God? Is Islam a religion of peace? What is the true meaning of
jihad? Kerby Anderson offers an honest, biblically-based
discussion of Islam and terrorism.

Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam

and Global Terrorism MP3 Download

Kerby’s PowerPoint presentation from
this lecture can be viewed or Here
downloaded
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See also our articles:
e What is Islam? [Rick Rood]
e Islam and Christianity: Common Misconceptions
[Don Closson]
e Islam and the Sword [Don Closson]
e Conversation with a Muslim [Don Closson]
e Islam and Political Correctness [Kerby
Anderson]

* Breaching the Barriers of Islam [Steve Cable]
e Why Radical Muslims Hate You [Rusty Wright]
Probe Answers Our Email:
 “Would You Comment on the Pope’s Inflammatory
Remarks about Islam?”

e “Why Do You Lie About Islam?”

e “Ts Islam a Religion of Peace or Violence?”
e “You Mislead People About Jesus and Allah”
* “Why Do You Believe the Bible is Inspired and
the Quran is Not?”

e “Print the Truth About Islam!”

Mind Games 2016 Schedule

Mind Games 2016 Schedule

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
7:30 Devotions Devotions Devotions Devotions Devotions
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First Dallas Series “How Can
I Know?” : Links

Apologetics Articles

We are pleased and honored to suggest these

articles and answers to email as helpful additions

to Dr. Robert Jeffress’ 2012 apologetics series at
First Baptist Church Dallas (Texas).

Aug. 26

How Can I Know How To Start Over When
I’'ve Blown It?

Grappling with Guilt
“Will God Punish Me Forever for My
Mistakes?”
“Will Jesus Still Forgive Me?”
The Sinfulness of Humanity

Sept. 2

How Can I Know How To Forgive Someone
Who Has Hurt Me?

Forgiveness, Reconciliation, and You
The Keys to Emotional Healing — Part 2

“How Do I Overcome My Hurts and
Disappointments From My Church?”

to

Sept. 9 &
16

How Can I Know There Is a God?
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Evidence for God’'s Existence
There is a God
Does God Exist?
Answering the New Atheists
No Reason to Fear: Examining the Logic
of a Critic

Sept. 23 &
30

How Can I Know The Bible Is True?

Are the Biblical Documents Reliable?
The Historical Reliability of the
Gospels
Authority of the Bible
Bart Ehrman’s Complaint
The Christian Canon

Oct. 7

How Can I Know God Is Good With All The
Suffering in the World?

The Problem of Evil
“I Doubt the Existence of a Good God
Who Allows a Baby to Suffer and Die”
Where Was God on Sept. 11?7 The Problem
of Evil
Hope For a World Gone Bad
The Value of Suffering

Oct. 14 &
21

How Can I Know Christianity Is The
Right Religion?

Do All Roads Lead to God? The Christian

Attitude Toward Non-Christian Religions

Is Jesus the Only Savior?
Christianity and Religious Pluralism
“How Can I Teach Pluralism Wisely?”

Will Everyone Be Saved? A Look at
Universalism

Oct. 28 &
Nov. 4

How Can I Know I'm Going To Heaven When
I Die?
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“How Can I Know I'm Going to Heaven?”
Dealing with Doubt
“Can_a Christian Lose His Salvation?”
“Can a True Believer Commit the
Unforgiveable Sin?”

Now I’'m Bound

“Now I'm Bound”

Download the title song from our new album from our
OnceCaptive label here.

Now I’m Bound By Jennie Riddle, Don Johnson, Matt
Boswell (adapted lyrics on bridge by Isaac Watts) ©
2011
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Mind Games Camp Overview

How can we equip high school students to withstand the
assaults on their faith that await them in college?

How can we keep them from ‘“graduating from God” after they
graduate from high school?

How can we keep our teens from becoming sad statistics of
spiritual shipwreck?

A recent study by Fuller Seminary found one factor that proved
most effective in helping young people retain their Christian
convictions during high school and after graduation: having a
safe place to wrestle with doubts and questions before leaving
home. The study concluded, “The more college students felt
that they had the opportunity to express their doubt while
they were in high school, the higher [their] levels of faith
maturity and spiritual maturity.”{1}

Mind Games Camp is tailor-made for giving students this safe
place to ask questions and express doubts. Probe teachers
delight to reassure students that not only is this good and
important for spiritual health, it is one way we can love God
with our minds!

Loving God with our minds is the most ignored part of the
greatest commandment, to “love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind” (Luke 10:27). We believe that the same God
who invites us to “Come, let us reason together” (Is. 1:18)
welcomes us to discover that His word is trustworthy, that
biblical teaching is intellectually robust, and that there are
good answers for our questions.


http://probe.org/mind-games-camp-overview/

This 6%-day conference (Sunday evening to Saturday morning) is
a total immersion, give-it-all-we’ve-got experience for high
school and college students that changes minds and hearts
forever. We lay a foundation of biblical worldview, which
equips students to recognize truth and error in both the
classroom and the culture. They are able to discern the
explanations of life offered by their college professors,
media figures and entertainment producers.

Then we build confidence in their faith through classical and
cultural apologetics. They learn the evidence that Jesus 1is
God and their Bibles are trustworthy. They grow in a biblical
understanding of science, sexuality, human nature, art, evil
and suffering, and world religions.

e Instructors engage in lively conversations, eating all meals
with students and not each other.

e Daily small-group discussion times assure the opportunity to
process what students are learning and how they are
challenged.

e Instruction and discussion in how to watch a movie. It’s not
just entertainment; there are always worldview and value
issues behind every film and movie. Students won’t ever watch
a movie the same way again.

* Probe staff members engage in recreation time and informal
conversations with students.

* Morning devotionals and prayer time

e Not just lecture: teachers use video clips, role play, Q and
A, and other teaching techniques

* Questions and doubts are met with respect and engagement; if
we don’t know the answer, we’ll find it out.

* Plenty of free time is built into the schedule!



Instructors build confidence in Christianity as a reasonable
faith, not one dependent on warm and fuzzy feelings. We
believe there is no “silver bullet” evidence that will blow
away objectors, but we can equip students to defend their
faith with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).

Mind Games Camp doesn’t just build confidence—-it builds
leaders. Alumni of Mind Games have gone on to become leaders
on campus, in business, in politics, in ministry and in the
military. Many students make lasting friendships with other
Christ-followers from around the country who are serious about
their faith.

Location: Camp Copass in Denton, Texas, a 45-minute drive
northwest of Dallas.

Cost: $695.00 for lodging, meals, notebook and instruction.
Time: 4:00 p.m. Sunday, June 14 to 9:00 a.m. Saturday morning,
June 20, 2026

Age guidelines: Completion of sophomore year of high school.
Mind Games is geared for high school juniors and seniors, and
college freshmen and sophomores. (Especially motivated younger
students are welcome, though!)

Typical schedule here.

Mail-in Registration
Form

Online Registration

For more information:
email Sue Bohlin at sue@probe.org
or call her at 972-977-8301.

Note

1. Lillian Kwon, “Survey: High School Seniors ‘Graduating From God’,” The
Christian Post, 10 August 2006.
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https://www.probe.org/mind-games-online-registration/
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