“What Do You Think of The
Message Bible?”

I’'ve seen some articles online claiming that The Message Bible
is not true to the original Greek and that it is secretly part
of the New Age Movement. I enjoy reading it and I have not
felt that it is heretical. Do you have a comment?

Thanks for your letter. I've also heard some rather negative
things about The Message Bible. However, there is at least one
Probe staff member who also enjoys reading The Message — soO
you're not alone there! I'm afraid that I personally don't
know much about it. I really doubt that it is part of the New
Age Movement or Neo-paganism. Probably The Message is intended
to be something more like a paraphrase of the Bible (like The
Living Bible), rather than a translation (like the NASB or NET
Bible). This CAN (and usually DOES) result in much more
interpretative freedom for the one doing the paraphrasing (in
this case, Eugene Peterson). Thus, the choice of words may not
always accurately reflect the Hebrew and Greek texts. It's
important to bear this in mind. But this does NOT mean that
it’s secretly purveying New Age philosophy.

I think that The Message could be a great resource for
reading, but I don’t think it would be best for studying the
Bible. If your goal is devotional reading, it'’s probably
great. If your goal is to get (as best you can) at the
original meaning of the text, you’re better off reading the
NASB or NET Bible. Of course, it’s best of all if you can read
Hebrew and Greek! But not many people can. At any rate,
there’s certainly nothing wrong with reading The Message. And
if you like reading it, more power to you!

Hope this helps a bit.

Shalom in Christ,
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“Will God Punish Me Forever
for My Mistakes?”

I am so depressed right now because I feel all the mistakes in
my past mistakes are so many that I won’t have a good future.

I'm 29 years old and I had 2 abortions before I was 20. Two
years ago I slept with my boyfriend even though I was already
a Christian; we went our seperate ways because of this. (He’s
also a Christian.) I have been single ever since and I have
been told that I am being punished for all my sins. Does this
mean because of what happened in my past I will never find
peace, joy or fullfillment? Does this mean God will never
trust me with a relationship again? Will I have to pay for the
rest of my life?

Will He refuse to forgive me since I made the mistakes when I
was already a Christian? I have been so tormented by all this
and I am in constant pain-my heart aches. I really don’t know
what to do, I have prayed and asked for forgiveness, don’t
know what else to do. All I feel is guilt, guilt, guilt.

Oh, you precious girl! I have such wonderful news for you!!
Your flesh and Satan have been doing a number on you, pouring
guilt and self-condemnation onto you all this time . . .when
God has been standing there, extending grace and mercy and
complete forgiveness to you, wanting you to receive 1it, but
you haven’t been able to see it.
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How do I know this?

Because of “the Christian’s bar of soap,” 1 John 1:9-"If we
confess our sins [and you have, over and over and over,
right?], He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us of all unrighteousness.” Note that God does two
things when we confess: 1) He forgives us, which means He
sends them away forever, and 2) He cleanses us of ALL
unrighteousness, making our souls clean and pure as snow.
What'’s missing for you is the decision to consciously RECEIVE
His forgiveness and cleansing.

Are you being punished for your sins? Well, consider this:
there is a difference between punishment, which includes wrath
being poured out on us, and the consequences of our choices,
which is loving discipline. Romans 8:1 says that there is NO
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because the
Lord Jesus took all of the Father’s condemnation on Himself on
the cross. So God is not punishing you. Are you experiencing
consequences for your sinful choices? Maybe in the beginning.
But from what you describe to me, with peace, joy, and
fulfillment eluding you, it sounds like you have your cup
upside down, which is preventing you from receiving any new
blessings from God because of the mistaken belief that you are
still under condemnation.

No, beloved sister, you will not have to pay for the rest of
your life. What God wants is repentance, and you have already
done that. Scripture says that godly sorrow leads to
repentance (2 Cor. 7:10), but there is a worldly sorrow, fed
by our own flesh or by demonic forces in temptation, that
leads to death. And that'’s where you’ve been living, hasn’t
it? Camped out in a living death?

I would love to lead you in a prayer to receive God's
forgiveness and cleansing. May I also suggest that you do
something physical to make it more real: lift up your arms,
palms up, like a small child ready to picked up by her daddy:



Dear Father, I want to turn my cup right-side up and receive
all the forgiveness and cleansing You have for me. I make a
choice today to open my heart to You and let You love me, let
You forgive me, let You cleanse me from all unrighteousness.
Thank You for exchanging my sin for Jesus’ righteousness.
Thank You that Your word 1s true, that because I have
confessed my sins, You are faithful and just to forgive me of
my sins and cleanse me of all unrighteousness. I receive it 1in
Jesus’ name.

From here on out, every time the old feelings of condemnation
and guilt pop up (and they will, because they have become a
habit), go back to the Father and thank Him again for
forgiving you and cleansing you, and tell Him, “I do not
accept those false feelings of condemnation and guilt, but I
do receive Your grace, and thank You for loving me, Abba!” It
may take awhile for your feelings to catch up with the truth
of your decision to receive God’s grace, but that’'s OK. They
will. Feelings follow beliefs and actions like a caboose
follows the engine of a train.

The Lord bless you this day, , and I pray that you will

hear the love in your Father’s voice and see the love in His
eyes as you receive His truth through this email!

Warmly,

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries
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“Did God Direct the Man to
Work for the Family and the

Woman to Just Stay Home with
the Kids?”

Did God really direct the man to work for the family and the
woman just to stay home and take care of the kids? Please give
supporting verses to your response.

The “big picture” principles are these:

1. God gave Adam the job of cultivating the garden. Work is an
intrinsic part of man’s design.

Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of
Eden to cultivate it and keep it. (Gen. 2:15)

2. Eve was created to be a helpmate to Adam; nurturing
relationships is an intrinsic part of woman’s design.

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be
alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” (Gen 2:18)
3. Men are commanded to take care of their families:

But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially
for those of his household, he has denied the faith and 1is
worse than an unbeliever. (1 Tim 5:8)

4. Wives are commanded to take care of their families by
caring for them:

Older women likewise are to be reverent in their behavior,
not malicious gossips nor enslaved to much wine, teaching
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what 1s good, so that they may encourage the young women to
love their husbands, to love their children, to be sensible,
pure, workers at home, kind, being subject to their own
husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored.
(Titus 2:3-5)

5. The excellent wife in Proverbs 31 (vv. 10-31) did engage in
home-based businesses, but her primary focus was on her home
and her family. Note that she did not “just stay home and take
care of the kids”—-she had a broader range of interests and
activities than that-but she kept her priorities straight.

Hope this helps.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

© 2006 Probe Ministries

The Myth of Happily Ever
After VS. A Biblical
Worldview Perspective on
Marriage

Sue Bohlin examines unrealistic expectations that can torpedo
a marriage that should be based on biblical worldview
principles. As she examines these expectations from a
Christian perspective, one begins to understand how they run
counter to the marriage principles contained in the Bible.
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Happily Ever After

The wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana was one of the
most-watched romantic real-life events of the twentieth
century. Between the legitimate longings of our hearts, and
the way the Disney empire has fed our romantic fantasies for
fairy tales, we are captivated by storybook romance.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, who presided at the royal
wedding, gave a marvelous sermon that day. In it he said,
“Here is the stuff of which fairy tales are made, the prince
and princess on their wedding day. But fairy tales usually end
at this point with the simple phrase, ‘They lived happily ever
after.’ This may be because fairy tales regard marriage as an
anticlimax after the romance of courtship. This is not the
Christian view. Our faith sees the wedding day not as a place
of arrival but the place where the adventure begins.”{1}

The divorce rate in our culture is at an all-time high.
Whatever happened to “happily ever after”? Why is it so hard
to maintain the hopes and dreams that surround a beautiful
wedding with all its promises of love and fidelity, sacrifice
and service?

Marriage counselors Les and Leslie Parrott have an idea.

In their excellent book Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts,
they suggest four myths that have torpedoed many marriages
because of unrealistic expectations and misconceptions about
what marriage should be. In what follows, we’ll look at four
marriage myths that are the most harmful and most common:

 We expect exactly the same things from marriage.
 Everything good in our marriage will get better.
 Everything bad in my life will disappear.

e My spouse will make me whole.

“For too long,” the Parrotts write, “marriage has been saddled
with wunrealistic expectation and misgquided assumptions.



Liberated from these four myths, couples can settle into the
real world of marriage—with all its joys and sorrows, passion
and pain.”{2}

Many people know that something is wrong but they don’t know
what; and you can’t fix or change something if you don’t know
what’s wrong in the first place. Many of our marriage problems
are due to harmful expectations and beliefs that fly in the
face of “real reality.” One divorce lawyer told the Parrotts
that the number-one reason people split up is that they
“refuse to accept the fact that they are married to a human
being.”{3} In this article we bust the myth of “happily ever
after.”

Myth #1: “We Expect Exactly the Same
Things From Marriage”

When people are in love, it’s easy to assume that the other
person has the same values and expectations as we do. But
every family has its own culture, so to speak, and we tend to
expect life will continue the same way once we're adults as it
was while we were growing up. One way these differing
expectations play out is in the unspoken rules of each family.

We are usually not aware of our unspoken rules and
expectations until the other person violates them. I recently
heard a great word of wisdom: “Expectations are the mother of
resentments.” How true is that?! When our spouse doesn’t live
up to our unspoken expectations, we can feel frustrated and
irritated, and often we don’t even know why we’re upset
because we don’t know what’'s wrong. It’'s helpful to think
through “the rules” of one’'s family so that unspoken rules and
expectations are brought out into the light of examination.
Here are some rules from various families:

e Don’'t ask for help unless you’'re desperate.
 Downplay your successes.
* Be invisible.



* Get someone else to do the hard or dirty work.
« Don’t get sick.

* Never get angry.

e Don’t talk about your body.

e Don't go to bed without cleaning the kitchen.
* Don’'t talk about your feelings.

* Never order dessert at a restaurant.

e Don’'t ever upset Daddy.

Can you see how these unspoken rules can cause havoc if a
spouse doesn’t know about them?

Another source of mismatched expectations is the unconscious
roles that spouses fall into, the way an actor follows a
script. We inherit expectations about how wives and husbands
act by watching our parents and other adults, and we often
play out those roles the same way unless we choose to change
it. For example, one new husband surprised his wife at dinner
by picking up his empty iced tea glass and tinkling the ice
cubes. His father had always signaled this way to his mother
that he was ready for more tea. The bride was not pleased to
learn that her husband expected to play the role of pampered
king whose every whim was gladly granted!

The myth that “we expect exactly the same things from
marriage” is busted by identifying and talking about unspoken
expectations and unconscious roles. The more openly couples
discuss their differing expectations, the more likely they are
to create a vision of marriage that they can agree on.

Myth #2: “Everything Good in Our
Relationship Will Get Better”

Most people, when they fall in love, really believe their love
will last forever because it’s so intense and intoxicating.
It'’s hard not to believe that everything good about the
relationship will just continue to get better and better as
time goes on. But reality “is that not everything gets better.



Many things improve in relationships, but some things become
more difficult. Every successful marriage requires necessary
losses, and in choosing to marry, you inevitably go through a
mourning process.”{4}

For some, marriage means giving up childhood. It means giving
up the safety and security of being your parents’ child, and
becoming a full-fledged adult. God makes this statement in
Genesis 2:24 when He says, ” For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh.” Marriage means the end of childhood, and
that can feel like a loss to be mourned.

Marriage also “means giving up a carefree lifestyle and coming
to terms with new 1limits. It means unexpected
inconveniences.”{5} Marriage means always passing one’s plans
and choices through the filter of “us.” Since “the two become
one,” many of our even mundane life choices impact someone
else. That can feel like a loss to be faced, as well.

The Parrotts write, “By far the most dramatic loss experienced
in a new marriage is the idealized image you have of your
partner. This was the toughest myth we encountered in our
marriage. Each of us had an airbrushed mental picture of who
the other was. But eventually, married life asked us to look
reality square in the face and reckon with the fact that we
did not marry the person we thought we did.”{6}

It is an 1illusion that the intense romantic thrill of the
beginning of a relationship will last forever. “Debunking the
myth of eternal romance will do more than just about anything
to help . . . build a lifelong happy marriage.”{7} When we get
past the myth of continual bliss with a perfect partner, we
can embrace the reality that we married another flawed and
fallen human being. This is good news, because God only gives
grace for reality, nor for illusion or temporary enchantment.
And this is good news because intimacy is only available with
a real person, not with an idealized image.



Myth #3: “Everything Bad in My Life Will
Disappear”

Remember the story of Cinderella? A poor, mistreated stepchild
who 1is forced to serve her wicked stepfamily is magically
turned into a beautiful princess. She is rescued by her Prince
Charming and they live . . . all together now . . . “happily
ever after.” And don’t we all long for a Prince Charming or a
beautiful princess to make us happy and wipe away every tear
from our eyes?

The myth of a “happily ever after” life is a legitimate
longing of our hearts. We ache to return to Eden where
everything bad in our lives will disappear. God promises that
He will eventually make all things right again, but it doesn’t
happen in marriage between two fallen human beings living in a
fallen world.

Marriage is a glorious institution invented by God, but it
“does not erase personal pain or eliminate loneliness. Why?
Because people get married primarily to further their own
well-being, not to take care of their partners’ needs. The bad
traits and feelings you carried around before you were married
remain with you as you leave the wedding chapel. A marriage
certificate is not a magical glass slipper.”{8}

The Parrotts write, “Getting married cannot instantly cure all
our ills, but marriage can become a powerful healing agent
over time. If you are patient, marriage can help you overcome
even some of the toughest of tribulations.”{9} Perhaps the
biggest reason for this is the amazing power of love. I
believe God’s love 1is the strongest healing agent in the
universe. In marriage, He can love us through our spouses; He
can be “Jesus with skin on” to each of us.

A healthy marriage can become a place to wrap up unfinished
business from childhood and deal with unresolved hurts. God
showed me this truth personally. I had experienced a great



deal of rejection in relationships before I met my husband. He
told me that we were married ten years before he could say the
words, “I need to talk to you about something” and I wouldn’t
automatically wince and pull back in fear. Over time, Ray’s
faithful love and acceptance of me healed the rejection
wounds.

It’s a myth that everything bad in our lives will disappear
when we say “I do,” but God’s grace is bigger than the myth.
We still live in a fallen world with a fallen spouse, but God
can bring much grace through mutual love.

Myth #4: “My Spouse Will Make Me Whole”

One of the greatest lines in all of movie history belongs to
Tom Cruise in Jerry Maguire where he tells his wife, “You
complete me.” It is romantic and feels emotionally
satisfying—-but in reality, it’s just not true.

Couples who swallow the myth that their spouse will make them
whole are in danger of going to one of two extremes. One is an
unhealthy dependence on the other that the Parrotts term an
enmeshed relationship. They unconsciously make their partner
completely responsible for their well-being. They are like
ticks that constantly attempt to suck life and love and
meaning from their spouse. It is a form of idolatry, because
they are looking to their partner to provide emotional “living
water” that only God can give.

The other extreme is a disengaged relationship of what the
Parrotts call “rugged self-reliance.” These spouses are so
isolated and independent from each other that they function
more like neighbors or business associates than a God-created
union of two souls. The first kind of couple is looking for
wholeness from their partner; the second kind of couple is
looking for wholeness from within. It is also a form of
idolatry, because they are looking to themselves instead of
God to provide meaning for life.



Neither enmeshed nor disengaged relationships are healthy, and
neither will allow the people in them to experience wholeness.
A sense of wholeness 1is found in an interdependent
relationship where two people with self-respect and dignity
make a commitment to nurture their own spiritual and emotional
growth as well as their partner’s.

Enmeshed relationships are like the capital letter A. They
lean on each other so much that if one moves, the whole
structure falls down. Their security is in another person
instead of in God. Disengaged relationships are like the
letter H. Partners stand virtually alone. If one lets go, the
other hardly feels a thing. Interdependent relationships are
like the letter M. They could stand on their own, but they
choose to stay connected to the other out of their fullness,
not out of their emptiness. If one lets go, the other feels a
loss but can recover.

Every marriage is between two broken and fallen people who
cannot make each other whole. We are called to love and
respect each other, serve and celebrate each other—but only
God can make us whole.

“Happily ever after” may be for fairy tales, but that doesn’t
mean there is no such thing as a happy, rich, fulfilling
marriage. But it’s only possible for those who live 1in
reality, not in the fantasy of make-believe myths. May God
give us grace to trust Him to walk in truth and not illusion.

Notes
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“Who Do You Think You Are to
Decide What 1s Real 1in the
Angel World?”

I don’t know much about you or your Probe organization,
however I read the information you passed off as truth
regarding knowledge of angels and how you interpret the posers
[editor’s note: maybe she means “possessors”?] of angel
knowledge as being from some pit of hell. Where did you get
such authority to decide who is real and who is not in God’s
world? Did he come to you and instruct you personally on these
matters or is this simply your opinion? I don’t doubt you are
educated in your field, yet the angry tone of your paper left
me feeling you are in need of some relaxation and spiritual
healing—-maybe a retreat would help you to gain some insight
into the fact that perhaps you are not the ultimate authority
on God and his angels. I do believe in angels and have had
many situations in my life where their presence is known to me
in a number of ways. If I am open to receive the wisdom and
have faith that God is watching over me, his angels surround
me every moment of the day. The soul or spirit of a human
being was created by the Divine and to think that I have the
corner on God’s messengers’ existence and how to tell what is
which would really be giving me—-a mere mortal-an extremely
heavy cross to bear. God loves you, Sue. Try to remember He is
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constantly revealing more to us on a daily basis. If your
beliefs are so rigid, you may be missing the ever changing
delight in experiencing this thing called life we are all in
together! Judge not, lest ye be judged and may his angels help
you to understand that God speaks to all of us differently. A
fallen angel is one who thought he knew it all (Satan) and his
ego got him banished. If you have to condemn people on your
web page, you are becoming dangerously close to closing out
the Light. Smile.

Thanks for writing.

Where did you get such authority to decide who is real and
who 1is not in God’s world? Did he come to you and instruct
you personally on these matters or 1is this simply your
opinion?

Perhaps someone edited the version you saw, but the one I
wrote was filled with scripture references. My authority 1is
not my opinion but the Word of God. Who better to teach me-and
anyone else who wants to learn—-about God and angels than God
Himself, through His Word?

I don’t doubt you are educated in your field, yet the angry
tone of your paper left me feeling you are in need of some
relaxation and spiritual healing—maybe a retreat would help
you to gain some insight into the fact that perhaps you are
not the ultimate authority on God and his angels.

I appreciate your good wishes for me; however, the angry tone
you see in my article must have been on the receiving end
since there’s no reason to be angry about this subject, nor
was I angry when I wrote it. I do not claim to be the ultimate
authority of God and His angels, but I do claim that the Bible
IS the ultimate authority, and all I did was go to the Bible
to find out what God said, and then relate it to our
experiences and what people teach today.



I am so glad there is an ultimate authority outside myself.
What is your authority? Is it your personal opinion and
experience? If that’s the case, how do you know it’s true? How
do you know you’re not being deceived?

I do believe in angels and have had many situations in my
life where their presence is known to me in a number of ways.
i1f I am open to receive the wisdom and have faith that God 1is
watching over me, his angels surround me every moment of the
day.

Me too. However, the Bible says there are two kinds of wisdom,
heavenly wisdom and earthly wisdom. How do you know which kind
you are receiving? I can compare the wisdom I receive to God’s
word and know if it’'s true, or a lie sent to me by “ugly
angels.” How do you tell the difference between the two kinds
of wisdom?

The soul or spirit of a human being was created by the Divine
and to think that I have the corner on God’s messengers’
existence and how to tell what is which would really be
giving me—a mere mortal—-an extremely heavy cross to bear.

You’'re right, which is why I rely on the Bible and not my own
opinion.

God loves you, Sue. Try to remember He 1is constantly
revealing more to us on a daily basis.

I do experience His leading on a daily basis, but there’s a
difference between this personal leading and the revelation of
new truth, which ended when the Biblical canon was closed.
When people say that God is revealing new truth, red flags go
up for me because that truth often contradicts what He'’s
already said in His Word. And THAT is the authority for
judging this “truth” and “revelation.” Failing to compare this
“revelation” is what makes us vulnerable to the lies of Satan



and the demons.

If your beliefs are so rigid, you may be missing the ever
changing delight in experiencing this thing called life we
are all in together! Judge not, lest ye be judged

Hmmmm. . . . without knowing me, you have judged my experience
of life and called my beliefs rigid because I am confident of
their basis in God’'s word. Please remember that words on a
screen or on a page are only part of the story, and your
perception of what I (or any other writer) say is filtered
through your own beliefs and presuppositions.

and may his angels help you to understand that God speaks to
all of us differently.

The Bible tells me that it is the Holy Spirit who teaches
God’'s people, not angels. If you’'re listening to angels'’
teachings of “understanding,” how can you be sure you are
listening to holy angels and not unholy angels? And if “God
speaks to all of us differently,” what do you do with
contradicting messages? They can’t all be right. Somebody’s
lying somewhere in the spirit realm. That’s one of the major
points of my article. We are lied to on a regular basis by
fallen angels who hate us and want to lead us astray. How do
you know which ones they are unless you depend on God’s Word
instead of your own experience and opinion?

A fallen angel is one who thought he knew it all (Satan) and
his ego got him banished. If you have to condemn people on
your web page, you are becoming dangerously close to closing
out the Light. Smile.

There’s a difference between condemning people, and condemning
false teaching and the demonic powers behind it. I hope you
can develop the discernment to tell the difference.



Thank you for sharing your concerns with me. I pray God will
open your eyes to the truth and you will hear His call to be
careful about communication with angels, lest you be led
astray.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Sue Bohlin

Probe Ministries

“Is It Judging Others to Call
Them Evil?”

Is it judging others to call them evil? For example, if
someone rapes children, is it OK to say that person is evil
unless he/she repents? Or is that judging others?

There is little to gain by referring to individuals as “evil”
whether it 1is spoken directly to someone or just thought to
yourself. Calling someone evil would certainly be considered
inflammatory. The concept of evil is sometimes unnecessarily
avoided or swept under the rug in our culture. However,
calling someone evil rather than referring to their actions as
evil 1is probably not necessary in most cases. Ultimately, sin
is sin and everyone is capable of great evil. The example you
gave, rape, 1is certainly evil and the one who commits such an
act could properly be referred to as evil. There are no
“little sins” in God’s sight, however, so the liar and glutton
could also be called evil. So, no, it is not wrong to refer to
someone as evil but it will probably prove counter-productive
to actually call someone evil. A less inflammatory approach
would be better.
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If you do a word search for evil, you will find that the Lord
Jesus did not hesitate to call some men evil if that’'s what
they were. But then, He had the right to judge the thoughts
and intentions of their hearts, being God and being informed
by the Holy Spirit. Interestingly, the apostle Paul is the
only NT writer who calls men evil, and that only occurs
twice—and neither time 1s he referring to specific
individuals. The rest of the time the NT writers talk about
evil as a force and a chosen behavior, and the evil one
(Satan). Given this perspective, we believe it would be wiser
to rephrase the judgment of evil as applying to the beliefs
and actions rather than calling an individual evil.

Sue Bohlin

© 2005 Probe Ministries

“Men Have Always Looked at
Pornography-What’s the Big
Deal?”

Men have always looked at pornography-what’s the big deal?

I asked for insight on this question from my friend Emily
Efurd, a licensed marriage and family counselor who has been
working with sex addicts for over a dozen years. She writes:

The one thing we know from the Bible is that men and women
are different. Many people take a statement like that and do
a lot of damage with it, but what I mean is that God created
them to be different. One of the major differences is that
men are sexually aroused by visual stimuli and women are
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sexually aroused by feeling special, cherished and loved.
Many men believe that looking at pornography makes them
better lovers for their wives. Unfortunately these men are
hacking away at their marriage one piece at a time. Let me
tell you a story about a man named Frank.

Frank was well into his twenties when he married. He and his
wife had life all planned out. They would mature in the
marriage for a few years, then have a family, which they
did, with a boy and a girl. He was a professional, had a
good job, was a great dad and even went to church
occasionally. Frank’s pornography habits were known by his
wife, she even shared in watching some of his videos, but
she soon grew bored with it. Frank did not get bored with
it. His viewing pornography escalated beyond Playboy and
videos to “peep shows” and trading or buying some “really
great stuff” on line. Because his wife didn’t look anymore
she missed out on some great things he saw, so he began to
ask her to do certain things and dress in certain garments
when they made love. She began to wonder if she was not
attractive to him anymore. Frank kept asking his wife to get
breast implants, so that she would look like the women in
the pictures. At this point she became very self-conscious
about her looks, and did not like to even change clothes 1in
front of Frank. He became irritated with her and enjoyed
lovemaking with her less and less. She just wasn’t as “sexy”
as he wanted her to be. He found more pleasure in waiting
until his wife had gone to bed (which became earlier and
earlier) and sitting in front of the computer with these
“beautiful babes” and letting his imagination take over. He
enjoyed pleasuring himself rather than taking pleasure in
his wife. As the relationship deteriorated, they were barely
speaking. As she confided in her friends about what a bum of
a husband Frank was, one friend at work kept telling her how
beautiful and wonderful she was, and that he’d know how to
appreciate a woman like her. I don’t need to tell you how
that ended. Frank suspected she was having an affair so he



turned to the 16-year-old babysitter, because she looked a
lot like the porn pictures.

By the time I met Frank, there had been a bitter divorce,
fighting each other for custody of the children, and felony
charges for aggravated sexual assault of a child (the 16-
year-old babysitter). Frank told me that looking at
pornography had nothing to do with the problems he had.

How does a person come back from this kind of misery?
Understanding how a man conditions his own arousal pattern
is the first step. As Frank looked at porn and masturbated
to those images, he was conditioning his arousal to more
deviant sexual images. Soon Playboy just didn't do it for
him anymore. He needed more graphic sexual 1images to
masturbate to. As those images became boring he needed
something like live images to look at. As this addiction
grew it is no wonder that he lost interest in his wife. He
became obsessed with finding more graphic images and lost
his ability to draw boundaries around what is appropriate
and not appropriate.

Frank’s therapy started with getting a clear understanding
of how he got where he was. Then he had to make the decision
that he didn’t want to be there anymore and be willing to
make some changes in his behavior. Giving up masturbating
was difficult because even without looking at the porn
images he had a great collection in his imagination. As he
progressed he began to recognize times that he was free of
the urge to masturbate. He became more aware of how he
objectified women in general. Objectifying women means that
you look at them as body parts, rather than as a person.
“Wow, great breasts,” “Look at that body,” and undressing
women 1in your mind is an indication you’'re objectifying
women. I asked Frank to begin to consciously look at women
in the face, noting the color of their eyes, and hair. He
became more aware of how much he did see women as sexual
parts. I’'d known Frank about two years when he finally



admitted to me that he was the one who destroyed his
marriage and he took full responsibility for his other
inappropriate behavior. He thanks God for the chance to
change his way of thinking and living and often tells people
how mighty and powerful the love of God is to forgive and
restore him to dignity and integrity.

Psalm 51 tells Frank’'s story, because it was also King
David’s story.

Oh loving and kind God, have mercy.

Have pity upon me and take away the awful stain of my
transgressions.

Oh wash me; cleanse me from this guilt. Let me be pure
again.

For I admit my shameful deed; it haunts me day and night.
It is against you and you alone I sinned, and did this
terrible thing.

You saw it all, and your sentence against me is just.

But I was born a sinner, yes from the moment my mother
conceived me.

You deserve honesty from the heart; yes utter sincerity
and truthfulness,

Oh give me wisdom.

Sprinkle me with the cleansing blood and I shall be clean
again,

Wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.

And after you have punished me, give me back my joy again.
Don’t keep looking at my sins—erase them from your sight.
Create in me a new, clean heart, 0 God, filled with clean
thoughts and right desires.

Don’'t toss me aside, banished forever from your presence.
Don’t take your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore to me again the joy of your salvation, and make me
willing to obey you.

Then I will teach your ways to other sinners, and
they—gquilty like me-will repent and return to you.



Don’t sentence me to death. Oh my God, you alone can
rescue me.

Then I will sing of your forgiveness, for my lips will be
unsealed—oh, how I will praise you.

Psalm 51: v. 1-15

I asked Emily for the bottom line steps to overcoming sex
addiction:

1. Recognize how you got where you are by examining the
small but important choices you have made over time.
(Note: more in-depth information on this step 1is
available here in the Probe Answer to E-mail “Help! I'm
a Compulsive Masturbator!”)

2. Confess it all as sin and choose to repent by changing
your behavior. Slam the door on your former behaviors.

3. Stop masturbating, which is a type of substance abuse.
(The brain chemicals activated by arousal and orgasm are
a specific chemical substance that can become addictive.
There 1s no recovery from substance without giving up
“using.”)

4. Stop objectifying women as sex objects or body parts and
train yourself to see them as real people. For example,
look them in the eye and note their eye color; note
their hair color.

Hope you find this as helpful as I did.
Sue Bohlin

© 2005 Probe Ministries
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Christianity: The Best Thing
That Ever Happened to Women

Sue Bohlin examines the facts to show us that a Christian,
biblical worldview of women lifted them from a status
equivalent to dogs to a position a fellow heirs of the grace
of God through Jesus Christ. Christianity, accurately
applied, fundamentally changed the value and status of women.

The Low Status of Women in Jesus’ Day

Some feminists charge that Christianity, the Bible, and the
Church are anti-female and horribly oppressive to women. Does
God really hate women? Did the apostle Paul disrespect them in
his New Testament writings? In this article we’ll be looking
at why Christianity 1s the best thing that ever happened to
women, with insights from Alvin Schmidt’s book How
Christianity Changed the World.{1l}

“What would be the status of women in the Western
world today had Jesus Christ never entered the
human arena? One way to answer this question,”
writes Dr. Schmidt, “is to look at the status of
women in most present-day Islamic countries. Here
women are still denied many rights that are available to men,
and when they appear in public, they must be veiled. In Saudi
Arabia, for instance, women are even barred from driving an
automobile. Whether in Saudi Arabia or in many other Arab
countries where the Islamic religion is adhered to strongly, a
man has the right to beat and sexually desert his wife, all
with the full support of the Koran. . . .{2} This command is
the polar opposite of what the New Testament says regarding a
man’s relationship with his wife. Paul told the Christians in
Ephesus, ‘Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her.’ And he added, ‘He who
loves his wife loves himself.'”{3}
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Jesus loved women and treated them with great respect and
dignity. The New Testament’s teaching on women developed His
perspective even more. The value of women that permeates the
New Testament isn’t found in the Greco-Roman culture or the
cultures of other societies.

In ancient Greece, a respectable woman was not allowed to
leave the house unless she was accompanied by a trustworthy
male escort. A wife was not permitted to eat or interact with
male guests in her husband’s home; she had to retire to her
woman'’s quarters. Men kept their wives under lock and key, and
women had the social status of a slave. Girls were not allowed
to go to school, and when they grew up they were not allowed
to speak in public. Women were considered inferior to men. The
Greek poets equated women with evil. Remember Pandora and her
box? Woman was responsible for unleashing evil on the
world.{4}

The status of Roman women was also very low. Roman law placed
a wife under the absolute control of her husband, who had
ownership of her and all her possessions. He could divorce her
if she went out in public without a veil. A husband had the
power of life and death over his wife, just as he did his
children. As with the Greeks, women were not allowed to speak
in public.{5}

Jewish women, as well, were barred from public speaking. The
oral law prohibited women from reading the Torah out loud.
Synagogue worship was segregated, with women never allowed to
be heard.

Jesus and Women

Jesus’ treatment of women was very different:

The extremely low status that the Greek, Roman, and Jewish
woman had for centuries was radically affected by the
appearance of Jesus Christ. His actions and teachings raised



the status of women to new heights, often to the
consternation and dismay of his friends and enemies. By word
and deed, he went against the ancient, taken-for-granted
beliefs and practices that defined woman as socially,
intellectually, and spiritually inferior.

The humane and respectful way Jesus treated and responded to
the Samaritan woman [at the well] (recorded in John 4) may
not appear unusual to readers in today’s Western culture. Yet
what he did was extremely unusual, even radical. He ignored
the Jewish anti-Samaritan prejudices along with prevailing
view that saw women as inferior beings.{6}

He started a conversation with her—a Samaritan, a woman-in
public. The rabbinic oral law was quite explicit: “He who
talks with a woman [in public] brings evil upon himself.”
Another rabbinic teaching prominent in Jesus’ day taught, “One
is not so much as to greet a woman.”{7} So we can understand
why his disciples were amazed to find him talking to a woman
in public. Can we even imagine how it must have stunned this
woman for the Messiah to reach out to her and offer her living
water for her thirsty soul?

Among Jesus’ closest friends were Mary, Martha and Lazarus,
who entertained him at their home. “Martha assumed the
traditional female role of preparing a meal for Jesus, her
guest, while her sister Mary did what only men would do,
namely, learn from Jesus’ teachings. Mary was the cultural
deviant, but so was Jesus, because he violated the rabbinic
law of his day [about speaking to women].”{8} By teaching Mary
spiritual truths, he violated another rabbinic law, which
said, “Let the words of the Law [Torah] be burned rather than
taught to women. . . . If a man teaches his daughter the law,
it is as though he taught her lechery.”{9}

When Lazarus died, Jesus comforted Martha with this promise
containing the heart of the Christian gospel: “I am the



resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26) These
remarkable words were spoken to a woman! “To teach a woman was
bad enough, but Jesus did more than that. He called for a
verbal response from Martha. Once more, he went against the
socioreligious custom by teaching a woman and by having her
publicly respond to him, a man.”{10}

“All three of the Synoptic Gospels note that women followed
Jesus, a highly unusual phenomenon in first-century Palestine.

This behavior may not seem unusual today, but in Jesus’
day it was highly unusual. Scholars note that in the
prevailing culture only prostitutes and women of very low
repute would follow a man without a male escort.”{11l} These
women were not groupies; some of them provided financial
support for Jesus and the apostles (Luke 8:3).

The first people Jesus chose to appear to after his
resurrection were women; not only that, but he instructed them
to tell his disciples that he was alive (Matt. 28, John 20).
In a culture where a woman’'s testimony was worthless because
she was worthless, Jesus elevated the value of women beyond
anything the world had seen.

Paul, Peter, and Women

Jesus gave women status and respect equal to men. Not only did
he break with the anti-female culture of his era, but he set a
standard for Christ-followers. Peter and Paul both rose to the
challenge in what they wrote in the New Testament.

In a culture that feared the power of a woman’s external
beauty and feminine influence, Peter encouraged women to see
themselves as valuable because God saw them as valuable. His
call to aspire to the inner beauty of a trusting and tranquil
spirit is staggeringly counter-cultural. He writes, “Your
beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided



hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth
in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past
who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.”

Equally staggering is his call to men to elevate their wives
with respect and understanding: “Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with
respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your
prayers.” Consideration, respect, fellow heirs; these concepts
sound good to us, but they were unheard of in the first
century!

The apostle Paul is often accused of being a misogynist, one
who hates and fears women. But Paul’'s teachings on women
reflect the creation order and high value God places on women
as creatures made in his image. Paul’s commands for husbands
and wives in Ephesians 5 provided a completely new way to look
at marriage: as an earthbound illustration of the spiritual
mystery of the union of Christ and His bride, the church. He
calls wives to not only submit to their husbands as to the
Lord, but he calls husbands to submit to Christ (1 Cor. 11:3).
He calls men to love their wives in the self-sacrificing way
Christ loves the church. In a culture where a wife was
property, and a disrespected piece of property at that, Paul
elevates women to a position of honor previously unknown in
the world.

Paul also provided highly countercultural direction for the
New Testament church. In the Jewish synagogue, women had no
place and no voice in worship. In the pagan temples, the place
of women was to serve as prostitutes. The church, on the other
hand, was a place for women to pray and prophecy out loud (1
Cor. 11:5). The spiritual gifts—supernatural enablings to
build God’s church—-are given to women as well as men. Older
women are commanded to teach younger ones. The invitation to



women to participate in worship of Jesus was unthinkable-but
true.

Misogyny in the Church

Author Dorothy Sayers, a friend of C.S. Lewis, wrote:

Perhaps it is no wonder that the women were first at the
Cradle and last at the Cross. They had never known a man like
this Man—-there had never been such another. A prophet and
teacher who never nagged at them, who never flattered or
coaxed or patronized, who never made arch jokes about them,
never treated them either as ‘The women, God help us!’ or
‘The ladies, God bless them!’; who rebuked without
querulousness and praised without condescension; who took
their questions and arquments seriously, who never mapped out
their sphere for them, never urged them to be feminine or
jeered at them for being female; who had no ax to grind and
no uneasy male dignity to defend; who took them as he found
them and was completely unselfconscious.

She continues: “There is no act, no sermon, no parable in the
whole Gospel that borrows its pungency from female perversity;
nobody could possibly guess from the words of Jesus that there
was anything ‘funny’ about woman’s nature.”{12} And this is
one of the unfortunate truths about Christianity we have to
acknowledge: over the centuries, many Christ-followers have
fallen far short of the standard Jesus set in showing the
worth and dignity of women.

In the second century Clement of Alexandria believed and
taught that every woman should blush because she is a woman.
Tertullian, who lived about the same time, said, “You [Eve]
are the devil’s gateway. . . . You destroyed so easily God's
image, man. On account of your desert, that is death, even the
Son of God had to die.” Augustine, in the fourth century,
believed that a woman’s image of God was inferior to that of



the man’s.{13} And unfortunately it gets even nastier than
that.

Some people mistakenly believe these contemptuous beliefs of
the church fathers are rooted in an anti-female Bible, but
that couldn’t be farther from the truth. People held these
misogynistic beliefs in spite of, not because of, the biblical
teachings. Those who dishonor God by dishonoring His good
creation of woman allow themselves to be shaped by the beliefs
of the surrounding pagan, anti-female culture instead of
following Paul’s exhortation to not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds (Rom.
12:2). The church in North America does the same thing today
by allowing the secular culture to shape our thinking more
than the Bible. Only nine percent of Americans claiming to be
born-again have a biblical worldview.{14} The church in Africa
and Asia does the same thing today by allowing animism, the
traditional folk religion, to shape their thinking more than
the Bible.

It's unfortunate that some of the church fathers did not allow
the woman-honoring principles found in Scripture to change
their unbiblical beliefs. But that is the failing of imperfect
followers of Jesus, not a failure of God nor of His Word.
Jesus loves women.

Effects of Christianity on Culture

As Christianity spread throughout the world, its redemptive
effects elevated women and set them free in many ways. The
Christian ethic declared equal worth and value for both men
and women. Husbands were commanded to love their wives and not
exasperate their children. These principles were in direct
conflict with the Roman institution of patria potestas, which
gave absolute power of life and death over a man’s family,
including his wife. When patria potestas was finally repealed
by an emperor who was moved by high biblical standards, what a
tremendous effect that had on the culture! Women were also



granted basically the same control over their property as men,
and, for the first time, mothers were allowed to be guardians
of their children.{15}

The biblical view of husbands and wives as equal partners
caused a sea change in marriage as well. Christian women
started marrying later, and they married men of their own
choosing. This eroded the ancient practice of men marrying
child brides against their will, often as young as eleven or
twelve years old. The greater marital freedom that
Christianity gave women eventually gained wide appeal. Today,
a Western woman is not compelled to marry someone she does not
want, nor can she legally be married as a child bride. But the
practice continues in parts of the world where Christianity
has little or no presence.{16}

Another effect of the salt and light of Christianity was its
impact on the common practice of polygamy, which demeans
women. Many men, including biblical heroes, have had multiple
wives, but Jesus made clear this was never God’s intention.
Whenever he spoke about marriage, it was always in the context
of monogamy. He said, “The two [not three or four] will become
one flesh.” As Christianity spread, God’s intention of
monogamous marriages became the norm.{17}

Two more cruel practices were abolished as Christianity gained
influence. In some cultures, such as India, widows were burned
alive on their husbands’ funeral pyres. In China, the
crippling practice of foot binding was intended to make women
totter on their pointed, slender feet in a seductive manner.
It was finally outlawed only about a hundred years ago.{18}

As a result of Jesus Christ and His teachings, women in much
of the world today, especially in the West, enjoy more
privileges and rights than at any other time in history. It
takes only a cursory trip to an Arab nation or to a Third
World country to see how little freedom women have 1in
countries where Christianity has had 1little or no



presence.{19} It’s the best thing that ever happened to women.
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“What Do You Say to Someone
Who's Had Sex-Change
Surgery?”

I have heard of a man who has undergone a surgery to change
his sexuality to female. After two years, “she” is married to
another man.

What are the biblical references on sex-change surgery? How do
we counsel if we meet someone like this? Furthermore, in an
interview with this man, he said that inside him is a woman
who 1is trapped in a man’s body. Please help me understand this
issue.

This is a difficult situation since the developments of
technology have made it possible to carry through on self-
deception in ways the world has never seen before.

There is nothing in the Bible about sex reassignment surgery,
but everything the Bible says about male and female pertains
to those who are confused about their gender. The most
important principle is that God chooses whether a child is boy
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or girl, and our bodies tell us what gender God intends for
us. If someone feels that their gender is mismatched to their
genitals, then the solution is not to mutilate one’s body, but
to cooperate with God to change one’s confused thinking.

“I am a woman trapped in a man’s body” is a familiar statement
made by a gender-confused person, but it’s not accurate. The
feelings are real, but the interpretation of the feelings are
faulty. Several years ago, here in the U.S., Johns Hopkins
University stopped doing sex-change surgeries because they
learned that several years after the surgery, people weren't
happy. That’'s because having a doctor change the outside, did
nothing to change the heart, and the wrong thinking continued.
Here is a link to a powerful essay written by the doctor who
made the decision to shut down the program:
www.firstthings.com/article/2004/11/surgical-sex

Also, here is a website that I think you will find helpful in
understanding the regret many people experience post-surgery:
www.Sexchangeregret.com

How do you counsel someone? Well, it depends on what they
think. A person who is happy with their sex-change probably
isn’t going to be interested in talking to someone who thinks
differently about it. If they’re not happy, and suspect they
made a colossal mistake, then I would suggest pointing them to
the grace and mercy of God. Sometimes we make decisions we
can’'t fix, and the only solution for a regret-filled person is
to invite God into the mess they’ve made and ask Him to bring
glory to Himself through it. God can make all things work
together for good for those who love Him and are called
according to His purpose (Rom. 8:28). He honors our choices,
though, and a person who has chosen to mutilate their body
will have to live with a mutilated body. But one can do it to
the glory of God. The good news for the person who has trusted
in Christ is that when they receive their new, glorified body
in heaven (1 Corinthians 15), their original gender will be
restored.
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I hope this helps.
Sue Bohlin
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“You Shouldn’t Talk About
Evidence When the Subject Is
Faith”

In your article “Evidence for the Existence of God,” the link
between the remarkable things about earth and God is called
“faith.” I believe in God. The author misuses the word
“evidence.”

The author takes away from issues of religion and faith by
throwing in a reference to “Saving the Whales” because there
are all sorts of flawed and fraudulent environmental agendas
floating around by various groups and the true
conservationists are not represented by these groups. “Saving
the Whales” is fraught with political ramifications and does
not belong in a commentary supposedly “proving” the existence
of God. The title of this article 1s inaccurate and is a
disservice to your organization.

Thanks for your comments about my article.

If I indicated that I was trying to “prove” the existence of
God, then please help me see where, so I can change it. I
don’t think anyone can prove the existence of God, but we can
point to evidence for Him. I am very aware that our sinfulness
makes it easy for people to dismiss perfectly good evidence of
our Creator NOT because the evidence isn’t good enough, but
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because they are disturbed by the implications of the
existence of a God to whom we are all accountable.

My reference to “Saving the Whales” was simply to make the
point that people resort to the moral argument regardless of
their relationship to God, because our morality is ingrained
in us as people made in the image of God. The politics of that
movement really don’t have anything to do with the point I was
making; I was only concerned with the motivation behind it.

I do think that evidence and faith are not diametrically
opposed. We have faith not just because we choose to believe,
but because there is good reason to believe; and that
constitutes evidence. I think Christianity is an evidential
faith; that’'s why Jesus appeared to over 500 people after His
resurrection, so there would be eyewitness testimony
(evidence) of the foundation of our faith. For some, the faith
comes first, and for others, the evidence comes first and THEN
they put their trust in God. Either way, the important thing
is the object of our faith and not how we got to Him.

Thanks for writing.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries



