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On the afternoon of Sept. 11, I was talking to a friend on the phone who said, “I’m
afraid to leave my house. I’m afraid to drive down the street; I have these images
of airplanes falling out of the sky and crashing into my car. I don’t feel safe
anymore.” She’s not alone. People are scared and angry at feeling like they’re
living in a war zone where their world could blow up at any minute. Just about the
time that fears of hijacked planes slamming into buildings started to subside, new
fears of anthrax have caused waves of anxious phone calls to FBI offices and
police stations.
Many people resent the loss of our innocence and security, and that’s completely
understandable. But for the Christian, this is a poignant reminder that in
actuality, we DO live in a spiritual war zone. We are in far greater danger of being
attacked in spiritual warfare than we are of hijacked planes slamming into
buildings. Scripture tells us we have a personal adversary who prowls around
looking for whom he may devour. Satan’s spiritual terrorism is every bit as real as
earthly terrorism.
The president tells us to remain vigilant and alert. That’s a good policy for dealing
with spiritual warfare as well. We make it easy for the devil when we get lazy and
complacent. Our political and philosophical enemies know how to generate
“disinformation” to confuse intelligence agencies and mislead the American
public. The problem is, we can’t tell the difference between actual threats and
false ones. Disinformation is just a fancy word for lying. And we need to be alert
for the lies of our spiritual enemy as well. But in the spiritual arena, we are in a
much more powerful position because we can recognize Satan’s lies if we know
the truth, and God has already given us all the truth we need to know in the Bible.
We have to read and study God’s truth in order to recognize the lies of the enemy.
God has given every believer a supernaturally powerful set of defensive and

offensive weapons we can read about in Ephesians 6. We have his assurance that
it’s not flesh and blood enemies we fight against, but spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places. And God has given us everything we need to
fight back; we need not be defenseless! Most importantly, we need to remember
that we have God’s Spirit within us to help us fight, even when we are up to our
eyeballs in the enemy’s flaming darts and scud missiles.
Whether we are facing the threats of terrorists within our own country, or the
threats of invisible terrorists fighting us in the spirit realm, the same comforting
assurance of God’s word can help us stay secure: “God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear.” Put on your armor,
pick up your sword, and fight back!
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