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More Cultural Research from Steve Cable
Hispanics will have a larger and larger influence on the
religious makeup of America in the years ahead. Since 1980,
the Hispanic percentage of the population has grown from about
6% to over 17%. The Census Bureau is predicting that
percentage will grow to over 28% by 2060.
Perhaps most people assume that the Hispanic population from
the 1980’s through to today and beyond would be primarily
Catholic. We took a look at the General Social Surveys from
1976 through 2014 to see what the actual situation is. Not
surprisingly, in 1976 approximately 80% of Hispanics in
American self-identified as Catholics. But the 1980’s saw a
downward trend in this number, so that through the 1990’s up
until 2006, approximately 68% of Hispanics identified as
Catholics. From 2006 to 2014, this percentage has dropped
significantly, down to about 55%.
At the same time, the percentage of Hispanics identifying as
“nones,”(i.e., having no religious affiliation) has grown from
about 6% in the 1990’s to 16% in 2014 (and to a high of 22%
for emerging adult, Hispanics). It is interesting to note that
the percentage of “nones” among Hispanics trails that found
among whites by over ten percentage points in the GSS data.
A majority of Hispanics still identify at Catholics. How
closely are they associated with their local Catholic church
through regular attendance? Among emerging adult Hispanics
affiliated with a Catholic church, about two out of three
state that they only attend church once a month or less. So,
the vast majority are not frequent attenders, but are still

more likely to attend than their white counterparts. Among
emerging adult whites affiliated with a Catholic church, about
four out of five state that they attend church once a month or
less.
Although Hispanics are most likely to be Catholic today, if
current trends continue, in the next decade this will no
longer be the case as more and more become “nones,”
evangelicals, and mainline Protestants.
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