Crossing the Worldview Divide: Sharing
Christ with Other Faiths
Christians need to introduce the gospel differently to people with different worldviews. Steve Cable
provides ways to talk to Muslims, Hindus, Mormons and postmoderns.

Changing Worldview Landscape
Growing up in the sixties and seventies, I had very limited exposure to other worldviews significantly
different from my own. Raised in a small town in New Mexico, I was exposed to a number of
Hispanic Catholics, and I knew at least two families that were Mormons. Frankly, I never had either
of those groups share their worldview with me. But, by and large, most people appeared to have a
pretty conventional Christian worldview, answering the basic worldview questions as follows:
• What about God? God is the creator and sustainer of this universe.
• What about man? Mankind is separated from God’s provision by our sin nature.
• What about salvation? Jesus Christ is God’s answer to our desperate need, offering
redemption through faith in Him. When people die, those who have put their faith in
Jesus will go to heaven while those who refuse will be relegated to hell.
• What about history? History is a linear progression culminating in the creation of a
new heavens and new earth.

Since leaving the college campus in 1977, I have lived in suburbs of major
metropolitan cities. Over the last thirty-five years, the makeup of those suburbs has changed
significantly. I worked as an electrical engineer with several Indian Hindus and Jains. I teach English
as a Second Language to a group of Muslims, Hindus, Baha’is, atheists and Latin American
Catholics. From 2000 to 2010, the Muslim population of my area grew by 220%. All of these groups
have a worldview significantly different from my own. In sharing Christ with them, I cannot appeal
to the Bible stories they learned in vacation Bible school as a child. I need to be aware that what I
say is being processed through their worldview filter. So that what they hear may not be what I
meant to say.
The apostle Paul was very much aware of the issue of worldview filters. While on his missionary
journeys, he preached the gospel
• in synagogues established by Jews living away from Israel,{1}
• in market places containing Gentiles with a common Greek worldview,{2} and

• in front of Greek philosophers at the forefront of creating new worldviews.{3}
In each of these environments, he preached the same truth: Jesus Christ crucified and resurrected
from the dead for our sins. But he entered that subject from a verbal starting point that made sense
to the audience he was speaking to. For example, in Athens he began by drawing their attention to
an idol dedicated to the unknown god and he quoted some of their poets. Was he doing this because
the idol was really a Christian idol or because their poets were speaking a Christian message? Of
course not. He was bridging the worldview divide between their thought patterns and those of
Judaism. Having done that, he finished by saying, “God is now declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in
righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising
Him from the dead.”{4}
In the same way, if we want to share effectively with those from different worldviews, we need to
make the effort to know how to share in a way that makes sense from their worldview perspective.
We want to shake up their worldview, but we have to be able to communicate first. In the remainder
of this article, we will consider the differences with and ways to share the gospel with people from
four different worldview perspectives: Islam, Hindu, Mormon, and popular postmodernism.

Bridging Across to a Muslim Worldview
Islam is the second largest religion in the world with about 1.5 billion adherents or over 20% of the
world population. In America, there are over 2.6 million Muslims with most of them located in major
metropolitan areas accounting for 3-4% of the population in those areas. If you live in a metropolitan
area, you are probably aware of several mosques in your area.
How can I share Christ with my Muslim acquaintances in a way they can understand? To answer this
question, we need to understand how their worldview differs from our own and what communication
issues may come into play. Let’s begin by considering the four worldview questions introduced
earlier:
• What about God? Christians believe that a transcendent, loving God created the
universe and mankind. Muslims believe that a transcendent, unknowable Allah created
the universe and mankind.
• What about man? A Christian believes man is created in the image of God, but
mankind is now fallen and separated from God by our sin nature. Muslims believe that,
although weak and prone to error, man is basically good and is fully capable of obeying
Allah.
• What about salvation? For a Christian, the answer to our problem is the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ who provided a way for us to reunite with God through
grace. Muslims must focus on good works to earn their way into heaven. They have no
instruction as to what level of goodness is required. Certainly, they must pay attention to
the five pillars of Islam: reciting the creed (the shahada), daily prayers, giving 2.5% of
one’s income to the poor or to the spread of Islam, a pilgrimage to Mecca, and fasting
during Ramadan.
• What about history? For a Christian, the world is moving through time, not repeating
itself, to reach the end God has prepared for it. For a Muslim time is a linear progression

as well and it is moving forward exactly as Allah has willed.
The key difference between our worldviews lies in the way to redemption: by faith through God’s
grace or as a reward for our good works.
How can you share effectively with Muslim friends and acquaintances? First, there are some
important issues and confusing terms that will sidetrack your discussion in their minds. These
include:
• The high cost: in most Muslim families and societies, converting from Islam is a
terrible offense, resulting in expulsion and sometimes death. Most Muslims will not enter
into a conversation if they know the intent of it is to convert them to another faith.
• The Trinity, including Jesus as God’s Son: Muslims are told that Christians worship
three gods when there is only one. This area is especially problematic in thinking that
God could be born to a woman and be crucified.
• Belittling Mohammed will offend most Muslims, causing them to cease listening to
you.
• Using corrupt Scripture by quoting from the New Testament which they have been
taught has been changed and corrupted. An interesting note on this argument for Islam
and against Christianity: a study of recently discovered early copies of the Quran show
that current Aramaic copies of the Quran are only consistent with the early copies 88%
of the time; while similar studies of the New Testament show a 98% reliability between
current translations and the earliest documents.
Let’s be clear. We are not saying that you don’t need at some time to address the Trinity, the role of
Mohammed as a false prophet, and veracity of Scripture. But first, you need to be able to
communicate the gospel to them in a way that they will hear it.
To share with a Muslim, you must begin with prayer for your Muslim acquaintances who are captive
to powerful social ties and equally powerful demonic lies. Pray that God will work to prepare their
hearts. God has been working in powerful ways preparing Muslims to listen to the gospel of Jesus
Christ.{5}
Start your conversation with their most important need. Ask them, “How can you be sure that you
have done enough to get into heaven?” Listen to their thoughts on this important question. Point out
that the gospels say, “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.”{6} Are they that good? God
loves us and knows that we cannot do it on our own. For this reason Jesus came to pay our penalty
through His death and bring us into God’s household through His resurrection.
In some Islamic countries, a good way to begin the discussion is to look at what the Koran says about
Jesus to draw their attention to the specialness of Jesus. If they show an interest, you move quickly
to the Bible as the true source of information on Jesus and eternal life. For more information on this
approach, check out The Camel Training Manual by Kevin Greeson.

Bridging Across to a Hindu Worldview
Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world with about 900 million adherents. However, there
are only about 1.2 million Hindus in the United States, about 0.4% of the population. Since they are
mostly located in high tech, urban and suburban areas, the percentages are much higher in those
areas, closer to 2% and growing. If you live in a major metropolitan area, you have probably seen
one or more temples in your area.
How does the Hindu worldview compare with a Christian worldview on the four worldview questions
introduced earlier?
• What about God? The Hindu believes that the universe is eternal and the concept of
an impersonal god is contained in the universe.
• What about man? Hindus believe that our current state is a temporary illusion and our
goal is to merge into the Brahman, the god nature of the universe.
• What about salvation? For a Christian the answer to our problem is the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ who provided a way for us to become reunited with God.
This salvation can begin now and will be fully realized in heaven. For a Hindu, the
answer to our problem is to live a life in such a way as to merge with Brahman at death.
Unfortunately, the vast majority will be reincarnated to suffer again as another living
creature.
• What about history? For a Hindu, the universe is eternal and history repeats itself
cyclically.
As you can see, the worldview of a Hindu varies significantly from that of a Christian on almost every
point. Salvation for a Hindu is to reach a state where they no longer exist. They are integrated into
the universal god. Both Hindus and Christians believe that mankind faces the problem of being born
into a world full of suffering and hardship. For Hindus, there are three paths that could lead one out
of this situation into oneness: 1) performing appropriate good works, 2) reaching a state of
knowledge that pierces through the deception of this existence, and 3) devoting oneself to service of
one of the many gods.
Being aware of these worldview differences can sensitize us to some of the communication problems
in sharing with a Hindu. First, when you share with them that Jesus is the Son of God who came to
earth in the flesh, they will probably agree with you wholeheartedly. This is exactly the response I
received when sharing with a Hindu couple at a Starbucks in an exclusive shopping area. After all,
there are many forms of god in the Hindu pantheon. Just because someone is a god, doesn’t mean I
should leave off worshipping my current gods to worship this new god exclusively.
How can I share with a Hindu in a way that helps be clearly explain the gospel in the context of their
worldview? I would suggest two important aspects.
First, you can begin by asking this question: What if there were only one God who transcended His
creation? We are not created to be subsumed back into God, but rather we were created in His
image to be able to exist with and to worship our Creator. Our Creator does not want us to worship
other gods which we have made up to satisfy our desire to understand our world. If you cannot get a
Hindu to understand this basic premise, then other things you tell them about the gospel will be
misinterpreted because of their existing worldview filter.

Second, you can tell them that you agree that the problems of this world can be seen in the pain and
suffering of life on this planet. Man has tried for thousands of years and yet the pain and suffering
continue. This state of despair is the direct result of man’s rejection of the love of God. We can never
do enough in this life through good works, special knowledge, or serving false gods to bridge the
gap back to God. God was the only one who could fix this problem and it cost Him great anguish to
achieve it through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.{7}

Bridging Across to a Mormon Worldview
There are only about 15 million Mormons worldwide, but almost 45% of them live in the United
States. They make up about 2% of the population of the United States. Compared to Muslims and
Hindus, their U.S. population has remained fairly constant as a percentage basis over the last few
decades. Because of their young adult missionary teams, many Americans have had some exposure
to the evangelistic message of Mormonism.
How do Mormons compare with Christians in answering the four worldview questions introduced on
day one? First, we need to understand that not all Mormons believe the same things. The president
of the Mormons can introduce new doctrine which may contradict prior doctrine. One prominent
example is the Mormon doctrine on blacks which was changed in 1978. The statements below
represent my understanding as to the current orthodox Mormon position:
• What about God? Where a Christian believes that God is eternal and transcendent,
Mormons believe God was once a man like us and ascended to godhood
• What about man? Where a Christian believes that man is born in sin and separated
from God, Mormons believe men are born in sin, but have the potential to become gods
in their own right
• What about salvation? Where Christians believe in salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ alone, Mormons believe salvation comes from putting our faith in Jesus and
performing good works. The good works are intended to pay back Jesus for the price He
paid for us. In addition, Jesus is not eternal but was born to God and one of His spirit
wives.
• What about history? Both Christians and Mormons believe that history is linear, but
Mormons believe it is leading to a day when they could be gods ruling their own planets.
Even though some would like to consider Mormonism as a branch of Christianity, one can see there
are significant differences between the beliefs of Mormons and Christians.
In sharing your faith with a Mormon, there are terms and concepts you need to watch out for as they
will be misinterpreted. First, you are relying on the Bible as the complete and only direct revelation
from God. When you do that, you need to be aware that they will assume anything you say that they
don’t agree with is countered in the Book of Mormon or the Pearl of Great Price. Point out to them
that the clear meanings of the Bible don’t need reinterpretation. Also, you can tell them that the
Bible written between 2,000 and 4,000 years ago has been consistently supported by archaeological
findings while the Book of Mormon written 175 years ago has no historical or archaeological
support.
When talking about God the Father, Jesus, Satan, and man, be sure to make it clear that God and

Jesus are one kind of being, the transcendent God of the universe, that Satan is a created angelic
being, and that men are created different from the angels. A Mormon will use those terms, but will
normally group all four of those beings as made basically the same.
Be leery of expecting to win over Mormon missionaries on mission. If they are sharing with you, of
course, you should try to share with them. However, normally they are too focused on fulfilling their
mission to really listen to someone else. It is best to share with them when you introduce the topic.
In sharing with a Mormon, you may want to consider how good one would have to be to earn their
way to eternal life. After all, Jesus said, “Be perfect as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” If you can
admit you are not perfect, then the only way to redemption is through God’s grace.
Some of them may feel that in the matters of the church, they are keeping the faith in a sinless
manner. What if a future president changes some criteria of behavior and you find out that you have
now been sinning for years? Does it make sense to you that God’s criteria for righteousness should
change?{8}

Bridging Across to a Postmodern Worldview
Postmoderns may not seem as exotic as some of the world religions we have considered to this point.
But they have a distinctly different worldview than do Christians and are the largest segment of nonChristians in today’s America. An actual postmodern believes that absolute truth, if it does exist at
all, is impossible to find. A Christian believes that Jesus Christ is “the way, the truth and the life” and
that “truth comes through Jesus Christ.”{9} Jesus is truth applicable to every man in every situation.
What do we need to understand about postmodernism to be better equipped to share the truth with
them?
Popular postmodernity has a broadly defined identity, but they should resonate with this definition:
postmodernity is “incredulity toward metanarratives.”{10} In other words, they reject the possibility
of anyone knowing truth about the basic questions of life; e.g., our worldview questions.
As before, we will begin with our four worldview questions. Keep in mind that we just said they don’t
think anyone can know the truth about these types of questions.
• What about God? Postmoderns believe that we can’t really know where we came from but we
probably evolved from nothing over millions of years.
• What about man? Postmoderns believe that humans are neither good nor bad and are shaped by
the society around them which defines what is good and bad for them.
• What about salvation? For a Christian, the answer to our dilemma and hope for eternal life is the
death and resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son. For a postmodern, each group has their own answer that
helps them get through the hard times of life, but none of the answers can be counted on as true.
What is important is not their truth, but their helpfulness in coping with life’s challenges.
• What about history? For a postmodern, history is linear moving forward to whatever happens
next. Hopefully, the future will be better than the past, but there is not grand plan or purpose for
mankind. In any case, if there is a grand plan, we can’t know it with any certainty.
It is hard to present Jesus Christ as the source of all grace and truth to someone who denies the
existence of truth or at least our ability to know it. As Dave Kinnaman writes in his book
UnChristian, “Even if you are able to weave a compelling logical argument, young people will nod,

smile, and ignore you.”{11} Constructing a rational argument for Christ may not be the place to
start. As Drew Dyck reported hearing from one postmodern, “I don’t really believe in all that
rationality. Reason and logic come from the Western philosophical tradition. I don’t think that’s the
only way to find truth.” Dyck concluded, “They’re not interested in philosophical proofs for God’s
existence or in the case for the resurrection.”{12}
To begin the process, we need to develop their trust; be their friend. Possibly, invite them to serve
alongside you in ministering to the needs of others, exposing them to the ministry of Christ to the
world around them.
The postmodern should be interested in your personal story, the things you have found that work for
you. But don’t fall into the traditional testimony rut (i.e., I was bad, I was saved, now I am
wonderful); make it real by sharing real issues you have dealt with. Then convey the gospel story in
a winsome way, emphasizing Jesus concern for the marginalized around Him, realizing the gospel is
a metanarrative providing a universal answer to a universal problem.
Share with them why you are compelled to commit to a universal truth. I cannot live my life without
making a commitment to what I believe to be the Truth. Saying “it doesn’t matter” is basically giving
up on eternity. Admit that claiming to know the truth about God, creation, and eternity is crazy from
man’s perspective. It can only be true if it is truly revealed by God. From my perspective, Jesus is the
Truth.{13}
We’ve taken a very brief look at four distinct worldviews, different from a Christian worldview and
different from each other. A simple understanding of those worldviews helps us avoid confusing
terminology. We can focus on bridging the gap from their fundamental misunderstanding to faith in
Christ. Only God working through the Holy Spirit can bring them to true faith, but we can play an
important role in making the gospel understandable when filtered through their worldview.{14}
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