“Did the Girl Raised from the Dead Get a
Second Chance for Salvation?”
How do you explain the situation represented in Matthew 9:18-25, of the little girl being
raised after dying?
While He was saying these things to them, a synagogue official came and bowed
down before Him, and said, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your
hand on her, and she will live.” Jesus got up and {began} to follow him, and so
did His disciples. And a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for
twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; for she
was saying to herself, “If I only touch His garment, I will get well.” But Jesus
turning and seeing her said, “Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you
well.” At once the woman was made well. When Jesus came into the official’s
house, and saw the flute-players and the crowd in noisy disorder, He said,
“Leave; for the girl has not died, but is asleep.” And they began laughing at
Him. But when the crowd had been sent out, He entered and took her by the
hand, and the girl got up.
My question is this: If if she was unsaved, did this girl get a second chance at salvation? If
yes, how does this fit in with knowing that “it is appointed for man once to die and after
this the judgment”? Secondly, if she was saved, was she allowed to share about the glory of
heaven? If not saved, how could she be brought back from Hell?
You ask some interesting and important questions, but I’m honestly not sure that either I, or anyone
else, can give you any definitive answers. I will say that the doctrine of a second chance is almost
always understood in the sense of a “second chance” for salvation AFTER death (sometimes even
after judgment), but PRIOR to the eternal state (which is, by definition, both permanent and eternal).
Thus, strictly speaking, the case of the little girl in Matthew 9 may not have any direct relevance to
this doctrine. This is at least highly probable for three very good reasons:
1. Scripture nowhere clearly affirms the doctrine of a second chance for salvation after death.
2. The little girl’s death was only temporary. The Father knew all along that His Son would
shortly raise her.
3. The little girl did not go before God for final judgment at this time.
The doctrine of the “intermediate state” (i.e. between death and resurrection) is debated among
theologians. Most evangelicals believe that after death the immaterial part of a person goes either to
a temporary place of punishment called Hades, or a temporary place of peace in the presence of the
Lord called Paradise (see Luke 16:19-31; 23:43). After the resurrection and final judgment the entire
person will then go to their eternal destiny (either the Lake of Fire or the new heavens and the new
earth — See Revelation 20:11-21:8). Since this little girl did not enter her eternal destiny, she could
not have shared about Heaven or Hell as we commonly think of them. But could she have shared
about either Hades or Paradise?
The difficulty with answering such questions is twofold: 1. The Bible simply doesn’t tell us whether
or not the girl was saved, nor what her conscious experience (if any) was like between physical

death and resuscitation. Thus, anyone trying to answer such questions will be speculating with no
clear Scriptural support for this special event. 2. The case is clearly an exceptional one and thus, by
definition, does not fit within the general doctrine of what happens to a person after death. Most
people who die are not subsequently brought back to a natural mode of physical human existence in
this world. The case is an exception, and therefore will not necessarily fit all the rules. Needless to
say, the Father knew (even before the little girl died) that His Son would raise her from the dead.
Therefore, the usual things which happen to a person after death need not necessarily apply in this
case. The Lord had no intention that she remain dead at that time! And finally, after restoring the
little girl to life, we simply aren’t told whether she was allowed to share her experiences between
death and resuscitation, whether or not she had any conscious experiences at all to share, or if she
did, whether or not she even remembered them.
My own opinion is that, as Christians, we have an ethical obligation to honestly tell people when
we’ve run up against the limits of our knowledge. Thus, in explaining this passage to someone, I
would say much of what I’ve said above, but I would honestly tell them that the Bible doesn’t always
satisfy our curiosity about such matters. Sometimes the questions we bring to the Bible simply aren’t
answered there. In such cases, we must humbly confess our ignorance and rest in the knowledge of
God’s omniscience. God knows the whole, whereas we know only a part.
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