Mormon Beliefs about Prophecy, Heaven, and
Celestial Marriage
Russ Wise demonstrates some ways in which Mormonism cannot be true because of false
prophecies. He also examines their beliefs about three levels of heaven, and the concept of being
married for eternity, even though scripture contradicts these doctrines.

The Book of Mormon: A Superior Revelation or a Hoax?
Missionaries for the Mormon Church have converted millions of people to the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints by convincing them that the Book of Mormon is true and superior to the Bible.
The Book of Mormon claims to be history of “the period from 600 BC to 421 AD during which the
Nephite, Lamanite, and Mulekite civilizations flourished.”{1} It is also believed by the Mormon
Church that these civilizations were descendants of Lehi, a Jew who led a colony of people from
Jerusalem to the Americas in 600 BC.
The Nephite prophet Mormon and his son Moroni played major roles in bringing the lost story of
these civilizations to light. War broke out among the descendants of Lehi, and as they were about to
annihilate one another, Mormon wrote their history on golden plates and hid them in the hill
Cumorah in New York state.
According to Bruce R. McConkie, a Mormon scholar, the Book of Mormon has three purposes:
• To bear record of Christ and clarify his Divine Sonship and mission, proving that he is
the Redeemer and Savior;
• To teach the doctrines of the gospel in such a perfect way that the plan of salvation will
be clearly revealed;
• To stand as a witness that Joseph Smith was the Lord’s anointed through whom the
latter-day work of restoration would be accomplished.{2} (According to the Mormon
Church, Christianity was corrupted after the death of the last apostle and Joseph Smith
was anointed by God to restore the true church.)
Referring to the Book of Mormon, the Mormon apostle Orson Pratt, said: “This book must be either
true or false. If true, it is one of the most important messages ever sent from God…. If false, it is one
of the most cunning, wicked…impositions ever palmed upon the world, calculated to deceive and
ruin millions.”{3}
It is imperative that we recognize the Book of Mormon for what it is and challenge those who
continue to perpetuate the false idea that it is true. In order for the Book of Mormon to be accepted
as divine truth, the Bible must be discredited.
The book of 2 Nephi in the Book of Mormon says: “Because that ye have a Bible ye need not suppose
that it contains all my words.”{4} Joseph Smith said, “I told the brethren that the Book of Mormon
was the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a man would get
nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book.”{5}

The underlying problem with the Book of Mormon is that there is absolutely no objective, external
evidence for much of the information found in the book. And the information that is trustworthy was
plagiarized right out of the King James Bible. Beyond the fact that the Book of Mormon cannot be
verified externally, the potential convert is told that the Smithsonian Institution uses the Book of
Mormon to aid its archaeological work. However, in a letter referring to this Mormon claim, the
Smithsonian Institution Department of Anthropology states: “The Smithsonian Institution has never
used the Book of Mormon in any way as a scientific guide. Smithsonian archaeologists see no
connection between the archeology of the New World and the subject matter of the Book.”{6}
Joseph Fielding Smith, the tenth President of the Church, has unintentionally summarized my
thoughts about the Book of Mormon exactly as he stated, “If Joseph Smith was a deceiver, who
willfully attempted to mislead the people, then he should be exposed; his claims should be refuted,
and his doctrines shown to be false, for the doctrines of an impostor cannot be made to harmonize in
all particulars with divine truth. If his claims and declarations were built upon fraud and deceit,
there would appear many errors and contradictions which would be easy to detect.”{7}
It is interesting to note that there have been close to four thousand corrections made in the Book of
Mormon to date. What an epitaph for a “perfect” book of divine teaching.

Prophesies That Didn’t Come True
Mormon writers have influenced millions of people over the years and have been instrumental in
developing less than truthful statements concerning the church. These statements, or prophesies,
must be looked at carefully, then refuted when they miss the mark of legitimacy.
It is imperative that we understand the biblical teaching regarding a prophet. Deuteronomy 18:20-22
says:
But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not
commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall
die. And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the Lord has not
spoken?’ When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not happen or
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken, the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously. . .”{8}
If the prophecy does not come to pass, the scripture is plain in stating that the individual is not a
prophet of God and that he should be put to death. There is no acceptable average of correctness
other than 100% correct, 100% of the time. Anything less had grave consequences.
The president of the Mormon Church is known as the “Prophet, Seer, and Revelator” of the church.
It is their duty to divine the word of God, to be His mouthpiece.
Perhaps the most embarrassing prophecy that did not come to pass is the prophecy regarding the
temple in Zion. The Doctrine and Covenants, a later book of revelations given by Joseph Smith, says
this about the temple:
“Verily this is the word of the Lord, that the city New Jerusalem shall be built by the gathering of the
saints, beginning at this place…. For verily this generation shall not all pass away until an house
shall be built unto the Lord. . .”{9}
This prophecy was in reference to Jackson County, Missouri. It is interesting to note that this

prophecy was given in September of 1832 and that there has not been a temple built as of this date
nor within the generation of those living in 1832.
Another prophecy related to the temple in Zion is found in Doctrine and Covenants 97:19. It states:
“And the nations of the earth shall honor her, and shall say: Surely Zion is the city of our God, and
surely Zion cannot fall, neither be moved out of her place, for God is there. . .”
Once again it is noteworthy that a temple was not built in Missouri, but that a temple WAS built in
Salt Lake City. If the prophecy is true, Salt Lake City cannot be Zion. However, if Salt Lake City is
indeed Zion, the prophecy is utterly false.
On another occasion, February 14, 1835, Joseph Smith said that “it was the will of God that those
who went to Zion, with a determination to lay down their lives, if necessary, should be ordained to
the ministry, and go forth to prune the vineyard for the last time, or the coming of the Lord, which
was nigh even fifty-six years should wind up the scene.”{10} The truth regarding this prophecy that
Jesus would return in 56 years is obvious to any living today. His bride is yet waiting His return after
one hundred and fifty-five years.
The fact that these and other prophecies of Joseph Smith were not fulfilled leads us to only one
conclusion in light of Deuteronomy 18:20-22. Joseph Smith was indeed a false prophet.

The Great Restoration or the Great Fabrication?
The Book of Mormon tells us that many of the truths of the early church were lost when the church
fell into apostasy. Joseph Smith taught that after the death of Jesus Christ and the apostles, there
was a total apostasy. They further teach that the churches of our day do not represent Christ and
have, in fact, done away with many of the original truths of the early church. The Book of Mormon
states, “they have taken away from the gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most
precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have they taken away.”{11}
One major aspect of the restoration which Joseph Smith was called to establish was that of the
priesthoods—both the Aaronic and the Melchizedek.
The Mormon Missionary Handbook indicates that the only ones who have the authority to baptize
new believers are those who hold the Priesthood in the Mormon Church. However, when one takes a
critical look, it is obvious that the concept of reintroducing the priesthoods into the church is an
unbiblical endeavor.
This is of primary importance when one realizes that the structure of the Mormon Church is based
on the revelation of Joseph Smith.{12} According to the past president of the Mormon Church,
Spencer W. Kimball, “The priesthood is the power and authority of God delegated to man on earth to
act in all things pertaining to the salvation of men. It is the means whereby the Lord acts through
men to save souls. Without this priesthood power, men are lost.”{13} Bishop H. Burke Peterson
declared that the effectiveness of the priest’s authority, or “the power that comes through that
authority—depends on the patterns of our lives; it depends on our righteousness.”{14} It is
interesting to note that the priest’s power to do the will of God is not given by the Holy Spirit but
comes from one’s personal righteousness.
David Witmer, one of the three witnesses to the Book of Mormon, had this to say about the
Priesthoods: “This matter of ‘Priesthood,’ since the days of Sidney Rigdon, has been the great hobby
and stumbling-block of the Latter- Day Saints. Priesthood means authority; and authority is the word
we should use. I do not think the word priesthood is mentioned in the New Covenant of the Book of

Mormon.”{15} Witmer goes on to say that it was in fact Sydney Rigdon who gave Joseph Smith the
idea of reintroducing the Priesthoods. The Mormon Church had been operating for two full years
before the establishing of this new line of authority. About two thousand followers were baptized
into the church and confirmed without the advantage of a recognized priest.
David Witmer addresses his remarks to Joseph Smith as he continues his address to all believers in
Christ by saying, “You have changed the revelations from the way they were first given and as they
are today in the Book of Commandments…. You have changed the revelations to support the error of
a President of the high priesthood…. You have altered the revelations to support you in going beyond
the plain teachings of Christ in the new covenant part of the Book of Mormon.”{16}
Not only does Joseph Smith have problems with his revelation concerning the priesthoods with the
authority of the Book of Mormon and David Witmer, but the Bible does not help him either.
It is apparent that when young Joseph was plagiarizing the Bible that he did not look very closely at
the book of Hebrews. If he had, he might have realized that God had sent His Son to be the eternal
High Priest.

Three Chances at Heaven
Joseph Smith was a man of revelation. Perhaps the most welcome revelations from young Joseph
were his new teachings about salvation. The idea that all people would receive a measure of
salvation was widely received by the Mormon Church.
As well, his teaching regarding the celestial kingdom found wide acceptance. According to Bruce R.
McConkie, author of Mormon Doctrine, “Heaven is the celestial Kingdom of God.”{17} LeGrand
Richards, a presiding bishop of the Mormon Church, says that we have “at least five places to which
we may go after death.”{18} He says we “have three heavens, paradise, and the hell so often spoken
of in the scriptures. . . .”{19} Joseph Smith taught that “in the celestial glory there are three
heavens or degrees.”{20} However, according to the Holy Bible, Joseph’s teaching about man’s
disposition after death is anything but scriptural.
The revelation or “The Vision,” as it came to be known, is found in the Doctrine and Covenants and
was given to Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon on February 16, 1832.{21} This revelation was given
by Jesus {vs. 14} to those individuals who will be in the first resurrection of the Firstborn. The
Firstborn are those who held the priesthood.
The Celestial Kingdom is made up of three levels or degrees of heaven. The first, or the lower level
of heaven, is known as the telestial glory. This degree of heaven is held for those “who received not
the gospel of Christ, neither the testimony of Jesus,”{22} but who, nevertheless, did not deny the
Holy Spirit. The Telestial Kingdom is for those who chose wickedness over godliness.
The second degree of heaven is the terrestrial glory. This level is held for those “who, though
honorable, failed to comply with the requirements for exaltation, were blinded by the craftiness of
men and unable to receive and obey the higher laws of God.”{23} Likewise, it is for those who
rejected Christ in mortal life but accepted Him afterwards.{24}
The third, or the highest level, of heaven is that of the celestial. This degree is held for those who
have received the Temple ordinances. They have been married in the Temple for all time and
eternity and they are gods.{25} According to James E. Talmage, they “have striven to obey all the
divine commandments,. . .have accepted the testimony of Christ, obeyed ‘the laws and ordinances of
the Gospel,’ and received the Holy Spirit.”{26} Therefore, they are entitled to the highest glory.

The remaining options for the individual who does not qualify for the celestial glories are paradise
and perdition, for the Latter- day Saints do not believe in a hell. Joseph Smith put it this way: “There
is no hell. All will find a measure of salvation.”{27}
At death the individual’s spirit goes either to paradise to later be judged and offered one of the three
degrees of heaven, or his spirit is sent to perdition where it is given a chance to repent and thus gain
a higher heavenly option.
Perdition, commonly known as Spirit-Prison Hell, is a temporary state even though it lasts more than
a thousand years. It is interesting to note that the Book of Mormon does not seem to agree with the
Doctrine and Covenants where it clearly states there is no second chance for repentance after death.
Alma 34:32 states,
“For behold this life is the time for men to prepare to meet God….Do not procrastinate
the day of your repentance until the end…if ye have procrastinated the day of your
repentance even until death, behold, ye have become subjected to the spirit of the devil,
and he doth seal you his; therefore, the Spirit of the Lord hath withdrawn from you, and
hath no place in you, and the devil hath all power over you; and this is the final state of
the wicked.”{28}
Once again it becomes evident that Joseph Smith changed his mind regarding another key
revelation, since the teaching of the Bible does not correspond to the changeableness of the Mormon
prophet. We must conclude that Mormonism completely lacks of any biblical basis and is truly
another gospel.

Celestial Marriage: Fact or Fiction?
Eternal Marriage is essential for exaltation. A key element of Mormon doctrine and the foundation
for exaltation in the highest heaven is celestial marriage. Exaltation is the primary goal for each
Mormon to achieve. To understand the Latter-Day Saints’ desire to enter into an eternal marriage it
is important to understand the term “exaltation.”
Exaltation, according to an official Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints publication, “is eternal
life, the kind of life that God lives. He lives in great glory. He is perfect. He possesses all knowledge
and all wisdom. He is the father of spirit children. He is a creator. We can become gods like our
Heavenly Father. This is exaltation.”{29}
We find in the Book of Moses in Mormon scriptures God saying, “This is my work and my glory—to
bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.”{30}—in other words, to help man and woman
become gods and goddesses in the celestial kingdom.
“An eternal marriage must be performed by one who holds the sealing powers and
authority”{31}—one who holds the priesthood authority. The marriage “must also be done in the
proper place. The proper place is in one of the holy temples of our Lord. The temple is the only place
this holy ordinance can be performed.”{32} Mormons believe that if they are married by any other
authority the marriage is for this life only and therefore negates their opportunity for celestial
exaltation.
William Clayton, Hyrum Smith’s clerk, was present when Joseph Smith first announced the
revelation regarding plural and celestial marriage. Clayton wrote that from Joseph he “learned that
the doctrine of plural and celestial marriage is the most holy and important doctrine ever revealed to

man on earth, and that without obedience to that principle no man can ever attain to the fullness of
exaltation in celestial glory.”{33}
This revelation was first given publicly at Nauvoo, Illinois, July 12, 1843. In May of that year Joseph
revealed that “In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees; and in order to obtain the
highest, a man must enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new and everlasting
covenant of marriage]; and if he does not, he cannot obtain it.”{34} Joseph goes on to reveal that “if
ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned.”{35}
It has already been pointed out that the individual will receive a measure of salvation regardless of
his disposition. The recurring question that remains is, Why should I subject myself to the regimen
of the church (ie. the hassles) if I will receive salvation anyway? We find the answer further in the
revelation. “We must be obedient to every covenant that we make in the temple of the Lord. He
(God) has said that if we are true and faithful we shall pass by the angels to our exaltation. We will
become gods.”{36} The Mormon hopes to become a god himself but only if he is in complete
compliance with the church.
It is noteworthy that the teaching that reveals the foundation for celestial marriage {exaltation} is
not to be found in the Book of Mormon, the “most correct” of any book on earth.{37} Therefore, it
seems that the motivation for entering into celestial marriage is not based on fact but on the
possibility of being a god or a goddess.
The teachings of the Mormon church often go unchallenged and many in the church, along with a
growing number outside its doors believe it to be a Christian institution. Those in the church have in
many cases been “fellowshipped”; that is, they have been catered to for the specific reason of
gaining their membership in the church. Often these members have not clearly discerned the
doctrine of the church.
Those outside the Mormon Church see the good works of its members and because of their lack of
understanding of Christian teaching and their acute lack of knowledge regarding Mormon sources,
they tend to think that the Mormon church is as Christian as the Baptists, Methodists and the
Presbyterians.
Brigham Young, second President of the Mormon Church, challenged the world to test the teachings
of the Latter-Day Saints. This essay is an answer to his challenge.
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