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Dr. Pat Zukeran looks at a Mormon view of Jesus, comparing it to an authentic
Christian perspective. He finds that the Mormon view is not supported by the
biblical text.

Jesus a Procreated Being?
The Mormon Church claims to have restored the true teachings of Jesus. In this
article, we will compare the Mormon doctrine of Jesus to the New Testament.
The New Testament teaches that Jesus, God the Son, is eternal and has no
beginning. However, Mormonism teaches that Jesus is a procreated being, the
literal offspring of God the Father and one of His heavenly wives. According to
Mormon theology, God the Father, Elohim, dwells on a planet with His many
spirit wives producing numerous spirit children who await to inhabit physical
bodies so that they too may one day ascend to godhood as their parents did. Jesus
is believed to be the firstborn spirit child of Elohim. The Doctrine and Covenants,
one of the four sacred books of Mormonism states, “Christ, the Firstborn, was the
mightiest of all the spirit children of the Father.”{1} The Gospel Principles, which
is the manual of the Mormon Church, states, “The first spirit born to our heavenly
parents was Jesus Christ.”{2} James Talmage, one of the early apostles of the
church wrote, “[A]mong the spirit-children of Elohim, the firstborn was and is

Jehovah or Jesus Christ to whom all others are juniors.”{3}
According to the Mormon view, Jesus is not unique from the rest of mankind. He
is simply the firstborn spirit child. The Doctrine and Covenants states, “The
difference between Jesus and other offspring of Elohim is one of degree not of
kind.”{4} That is why Mormons refer to Jesus as elder brother. James Talmage
wrote, “Human beings generally were similarly existent in spirit state prior to
their embodiment in the flesh. . . . There is no impropriety, therefore, in speaking
of Jesus Christ as the Elder Brother of the rest of mankind.”{5}
Mormon doctrine deviates significantly from the Bible, which teaches that Jesus is
eternal and not procreated. Although Mormons teach that Jesus is eternal, what
they mean is that He existed as a spirit child prior to His incarnation. Being an
offspring of Elohim means He was created at some point in time.
To support their view, Mormons appeal to John 3:16, which states Jesus is the
“only begotten.” The Greek word used there is monogenes, which means “unique”
or “one of a kind.” It does not mean procreated, but emphasizes uniqueness.
Mormons also appeal to Colossians 1:15, which calls Christ the “Firstborn over all
creation.” The Greek word for firstborn is prototokos, meaning “first in rank,
preeminent one.” It carries the idea of positional supremacy. Christ is the
firstborn in the sense that He is preeminent over all creation. Renowned Greek
scholar, the late F.F. Bruce, wrote on how the term was used during the time in
which Paul wrote. “The word firstborn had long since ceased to be used
exclusively in its literal sense, just as prime (from the Latin word primus–first)
with us. The Prime Minister is not the first minister we have had; he is the most
preeminent. . . . Similarly, firstborn came to denote (among the ancients) not
priority in time but preeminence in rank.”{6} Psalm 89:27 in the Septuagint calls
David the firstborn. We all know David is not the first-born son in his family, nor is
he the first king of Israel. “Firstborn” here is a title of preeminence.
These Bible verses do not support the teaching that Jesus is a procreated being.

The Bible further teaches Jesus is an eternal being. He had no beginning.
Colossians 1:17 states, “He is before all things, and in Him all things hold
together.” Christ as the eternal Son of God existed before all creation. Since
Christ is “before all things,” He did not depend on anyone or anything for His
creation or existence.
John 1:1 shows Jesus is eternal and has no beginning. John wrote, “In the
beginning was the word.” Scripture indicates that the universe was not created in
time, but that time itself was created along with the universe.{7} In other words,
time was not already in existence when God created the world. The world was
created with time rather than in time. Back before the beginning mentioned in
Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1 lay a beginningless eternity.{8} The verb was is in the
imperfect tense, indicating continued existence. So Jesus did not come into
existence at some point in eternity past, He always existed. There has never been
a point where He was not in existence.
In John 8:58 Jesus tells the religious leaders, “Before Abraham was born, I am.”
Jesus is identifying Himself as the eternal God, quoting the words from Exodus
3:14. For this reason the Jews were seeking to stone Him for the crime of
blasphemy. The words “I am” or “Yahweh” in the Hebrew language is the verb, to
be. This name conveys the meaning of eternal self-existence. Yahweh, whom Jesus
is identifying with, is eternal and beyond the realm of time. Abraham came to
exist at a point in time, but Jesus never had a beginning. He is uncreated and
eternal. Since the Bible teaches the eternal nature of Christ, He cannot be a
procreated being as Mormon doctrine teaches.

Lucifer and Jesus
According to Mormon theology, God the Father lives on a planet with His spirit
wives procreating spirit children who await physical bodies to inhabit. As we
learned earlier, Jesus is the first son born to Elohim. God the Father had

numerous other offspring, which included Lucifer. This makes him a spirit brother
of Jesus and of all human beings. Mormon theologian LeGrand Richards writes,
“Satan was just as much a man in the spirit world, as were those spirits who have
been given bodies through birth in this world.”{9}
Mormonism teaches that Jesus and Lucifer were involved in planning mankind’s
eternal destiny. In order to attain godhood like our heavenly parents, the spirit
children needed to leave the presence of their heavenly Father, inhabit a physical
body, and live a worthy life. Elohim knew that mankind would sin and thus
require a savior to pay for sin and show us how to return to our heavenly father.
At the heavenly council, Jesus and Lucifer proposed their plans. Lucifer offered to
go to earth and be the savior but he wanted to force everyone to be saved and do
everything himself. Jesus desired to give man the freedom of choice. The Father
chose Jesus’ plan. Angered by the decision, Lucifer persuaded one third of the
spirit children to rebel and a war in heaven took place between Satan’s forces and
Jesus and His followers. Lucifer was defeated, cast out of heaven, and denied the
right to inhabit mortal bodies.{10} Without the ability to attain physical bodies,
exaltation to the Celestial kingdom is impossible. He became known as Satan and
his followers became the demons who now exist on earth as spirits opposing
God’s work.
Mormon theologian Bruce McConkie states, “The appointment of Jesus to be the
Savior of the worlds was contested by one of the other sons of God. He was called
Lucifer, son of the morning. Haughty, ambitious, and covetous of power and
glory, this spirit-brother of Jesus desperately tried to become the savior of
mankind.”{11}
The Bible teaches that Jesus is not the spirit brother of Lucifer or of human
beings. Lucifer is an angel and part of the created order. Ezekiel 28:13-19 reveals
that Lucifer, in contrast to Jesus, is a created cherub angel. Colossians 1:16 tells
us that Christ is the Creator of all things, including the angelic realm. The words
“thrones”, “dominions”, “principalities” and “powers” were used by rabbinical

Jews to describe different orders of angels. In Colossae, there was a problem of
worshipping angels. Christ had been degraded to their level. Paul’s argument
here is that Christ is superior to the angels for Christ created them. Lucifer falls
into this category of a created angel, thus making him a created being. Hebrews
1:4 also reinforces the fact that Jesus, being God the Son, is superior in nature to
the angels. Christ is Creator, while Lucifer is creature, two totally different
classes and they cannot be spirit brothers as Mormonism teaches.

The Incarnation of Christ
The Mormon doctrine of Jesus deviates from biblical teaching regarding the
preincarnate life of Christ. It also deviates in its teaching on the incarnation of
Jesus. Mormonism teaches that Jesus’ incarnation was the result of sexual
relations between the flesh and bone Heavenly Father and Mary. Jesus is the only
earthly offspring so conceived. Mormon theologian Bruce McConkie states,
“Christ was begotten by an Immortal Father in the same way that mortal men are
begotten by mortal fathers.”{12}
He also writes, “God the Father is a perfected, glorified, holy man, an immortal
Personage. And Christ was born into the world as the literal Son of this Holy
Being; He was born in the same personal, real and literal sense that any mortal
son is born to a mortal father. There is nothing figurative about this paternity; He
was begotten, conceived, and born in the normal and natural course of events, for
He is the Son of God, and that designation means what it says.”{13}
James Talmage wrote, “Jesus Christ is the Son of Elohim both as spiritual and
bodily offspring; that is to say, Elohim is literally the Father of the spirit of Jesus
Christ and also of the body in which Jesus Christ performed His mission in the
flesh.”{14}
Mormon theology teaches that the Father was the main person involved in Mary’s
conception, not the Holy Spirit. Joseph Fielding Smith wrote, “Christ is not the

Son of the Holy Ghost, but of the Father.”{15} Mormon Historian Stephen
Robinson states, “Mary was in some unspecified manner made pregnant by God
the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit.”{16} Dr. Robinson attempts to
remain faithful to Mormon theology and the Bible, but his attempt falls short.
The Bible makes it clear: Jesus was conceived as the result of a miraculous work
of the Holy Spirit, not a physical union with the Father. John 4:24 says that God is
spirit. He is not a resurrected man.
Luke 1:35 states, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you.” The Holy Spirit’s supernatural work in Mary’s body
enabled Christ–eternal God–to take on human nature. Jesus thus had a dual
nature. He was fully God and fully man. Mormons reject this teaching.
Stephen Robinson writes, the “unbiblical doctrine of the two natures in Christ was
added to historic Christianity by the Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D.”{17} This
might be a consistent conclusion for Mormonism, but it is contrary to the Bible.
Throughout the Gospels Jesus showed His humanity: He was hungry, He got tired,
and His human body experienced death. However, He also revealed His divinity,
demonstrating omnipotence (Colossians 1:17), omniscience (John 2:25), eternity
(John 1:1), and omnipresence (Matthew 28:20).
There is a wide separation between the Mormon doctrine of the incarnation of
Christ and what the Bible teaches.

The Atoning Work of Christ
Another key area in which Mormon theology deviates from biblical teaching is
their view of the atoning work of Christ. To understand this, we must understand
the Mormon view of the fall. According to Mormon theology, Adam was given two
conflicting commands by God: one to become mortal and the other not to eat of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil; out of which mortality, children, and death
would result. Adam chose to eat of the fruit for it was the only way salvation could

come to mankind.{18} As a result of the fall, Adam and Eve left their purely
spiritual state and became physical beings. Mortality and child bearing would
provide the way to exaltation and godhood. Man then inherited a dual nature, one
physical and the other spiritual.{19}
Jesus’ death is believed to have atoned for only Adam’s sin, leaving us responsible
for our sins.{20} Adam’s act brought mortality and death. The result of Jesus’
atonement is that all humankind will be resurrected. Mormon theologian Bruce
McConkie states, “Unconditional salvation, that which comes by grace alone
without obedience to gospel law, consists in the mere fact of being
resurrected.”{21} The Second Article of Faith states, “We believe that men are
responsible for their own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression.”{22}
In Mormon theology, there is a distinction between general salvation–resurrection
for all, and individual salvation which refers to exaltation. Mormonism teaches
that that we have all attained universal resurrection as a result of Jesus’ death,
but we must now earn our own place in heaven by doing all we can do.
Mormonism teaches there are three levels of heaven: telestial is the lowest level,
the terrestrial, and celestial. The resurrection of Christ allows non-Mormons
entrance to the telestial or terrestrial kingdom. All Mormons desire the celestial
level where they attain exaltation to godhood. Attaining to this level depends on
their life here on earth. The Mormon Church and Joseph Smith play the major
roles in achieving exaltation. The Gospel Principles tell us that Jesus “became our
savior and He did His part to help us return to our heavenly home. It is now up to
each of us to do our part and become worthy of exaltation.”{23}
The Bible does not equate salvation with resurrection. Jesus’ death provides
atonement for all of humanity (Isaiah 53:6), but salvation is contingent on one’s
response to Christ’s atoning work. Salvation applies only to those who accept
Christ’s work on the cross. It is not universal as in Mormonism.
All mankind will be resurrected, but it is at the resurrection that some will be

condemned to hell and others to eternal life in God’s presence (Rev. 20:11-15).
Those who reject Christ will not be saved (John 3:18). So resurrection is not
equated with salvation.
Finally, individual salvation is by faith alone, not by works. (Ephesians 2:8-9) It is
through faith in Jesus alone that one receives the full measure of the gift of
salvation. The Bible does not teach three levels of glorification. There is only
eternal life with Christ, or eternal separation from God.

Jesus the Polygamist?
As we have studied, the Mormon doctrine of Jesus deviates from the Jesus of the
Bible in several key areas. Another unique teaching of Mormonism on the life of
Christ is in regards to His marital state. Mormonism teaches that while on earth,
Jesus was married to at least three women. Although Mormons today try to
distance themselves from this teaching, it is clearly a part of their historical
record. Orson Hyde, one of the original Twelve Apostles of the Mormon Church
and who was ordained by Joseph Smith, cites the gospel of John when he writes,
“Jesus was the bridegroom at the marriage of Cana of Galilee, and He told them
what to do. Now there was actually a marriage; and if Jesus was not the
bridegroom on that occasion, please tell who was. I shall say here, that before the
Savior died, He looked upon his own natural children as we look upon ours.”{24}
Mormonism teaches that Jesus was not only married, but He had a family. In a
speech given by Hyde in the Salt Lake City Tabernacle, he exclaimed, “I discover
that some of the Eastern papers represent me as a great blasphemer, because I
said, in my lecture on marriage, at our last conference, that Jesus Christ was
married at Cana of Galilee, that Mary, Martha, and others were His wives, and
that He begat children. All that I have to say in reply to that charge is this–they
worship a Savior that is too pure and holy to fulfil the commands of his Father. I
worship one that is just pure and holy enough ‘to fulfil all righteousness;’ not only
the righteous law of baptism, but the still more righteous and important law ‘to

multiply and replenish the earth.’ Startle not at this! For even the Father Himself
honored that law by coming down to Mary, without a natural body, and begetting
a Son; and if Jesus begat children, He only ‘did that which He had seen His Father
do.'”{25}
This would be consistent with Mormon theology, since marriage is a requirement
for exaltation to godhood.{26}
According to the New Testament, there is no evidence to indicate that Jesus was
married or that He had children. It is even more inconceivable that He would
enter into a polygamous relationship, for it was not God’s intended will for
marriage. (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:5, and 1 Timothy 3)
Our study reveals that the Jesus of Mormonism is not the Jesus of the Bible. The
Mormon view of Jesus teaches that He was not eternally God, that He was
procreated as the first spirit child of the Father, He is a spirit brother of Lucifer,
and was begotten of the Father through physical relations with Mary. For these
reasons, we cannot consider the Mormon teachings on Christ to be consistent
with the New Testament.
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