“Can You Recommend Resources
for Sharing Christ in a
Secular Society?”
Hello, Mr. Gleghorn! I want to thank you for what you do. As a
Christian, I find it to be of invaluable importance to remain
current and educated in fields of history, science, logic and
philosophy, etc. Age 20, I’m confronting more and more
difficulty sharing Christ with generation in a secularized
society that will less and less have Him. Any books you might
recommend? Thank you!
Thanks for your letter. There are many good books and websites
which address the concerns you have in one way or another.
However, let me recommend two books and three websites that
have personally been very helpful to me over the years.
1. An excellent popular-level book on apologetics and
evangelism is I’m Glad You Asked by Ken Boa and Larry Moody:
www.amazon.com/Glad-You-Asked–Depth-Difficult/dp/B004IEA2Z2/re
f=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1323708380&sr=8-1
2. A superb intermediate-level apologetics book is Reasonable
Faith
(3rd
edition)
by
William
Lane
Craig:
www.amazon.com/Reasonable-Faith-3rd-Christian-Apologetics/dp/1
433501155/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1323708509&sr=1-1
3. An excellent popular-level website on apologetics is the
Probe Ministries website here: www.probe.org
4. An excellent scholarly-level site (with some popular-level
material)
is
the
Reasonable
Faith
site
here:
www.reasonablefaith.org
5. Finally, a really great site for biblical and theological
issues is this: bible.org

I hope these resources prove helpful as you continue to
prepare yourself to give an account to all who ask about the
hope that you have in Christ!
Shalom in Christ,
Michael Gleghorn
Posted Dec. 26, 2011
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“Why
is
Satan
Mentioned
Little in the Old Testament?”
One of my religion professors brought this up when we were
discussing Judaism.
She said that in the Old Testament there was no belief in
Satan or the devil. I asked her about the book of Job. She
then said that the Hebrew word used in Job that was translated
as Satan is actually a word simply meaning adversary. So I
looked up the original meaning of the word and sure enough,
there it was. The word appears in many other places of the Old
Testament but was never translated as Satan into the current
English Bible. The word is even used to describe the Angel
blocking Balaam’s path in Numbers 22.
Mostly this just causes me to wonder why there seems to be so
little mentioned of Satan (at least obviously and directly) in
the Old Testament when compared to the New. Surely Satan was
just as much a problem then as he is now.
Your professor is correct in that the “adversary” of the OT is
just that.

Theologians often talk about “progressive revelation”
regarding the unfolding of truth in scripture. Those living
during OT times didn’t know exactly how God was going to
provide salvation for his people through the sacrifice of His
Son, but they did understand the concept of blood sacrifice
and the need for atonement. Those living under the law had
small glimpses of Satan’s work, but it took the added
information of revelation in the NT to give a more complete
picture. It might also be noted that many of the concepts
about Satan revealed by Jesus through the NT writers can be
found in literature outside the Bible during the first
century. As time goes forward revelation gives us a clearer
concept of a fallen angel who leads a rebellion against God’s
reign and works to disrupt the work of the church.
Bible.org has quite a few files on the person and work of
Satan that might be of interest to you. You can find this
material at: www.bible.org/topic.php?topic_id=12. Here is a
good article on Satan in the OT from that site: Satan’s Part
in God’s Perfect Plan. I hope that you find this helpful.
Don Closson
Editor’s Note: See also the section “Angels in the Old
Testament” in our Angel Quiz: Origin and Background of the
Angels and Demons.
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