What Does It Mean To Live With
an Eternal Perspective?
Sue Bohlin

Sue Bohlin, who has been working on developing an eternal perspective for
decades, provides some examples of how to do that.
Years ago, after spending his whole life on the mission field, a career missionary
made his final trip home on a passenger ship. One of the other people on his
sailing was a celebrity, and as the ship made its way into the harbor, all those on
board beheld a huge throng of well wishers at the pier with signs and instruments
to celebrate the famous person’s return.
The missionary stood at the railing, watching wistfully, knowing that not a soul
was there for him. He said, “Lord, I’ve served You my whole life. Look at all the
recognition and revelry for that famous person, and there’s nobody here for me. It
hurts, Lord.”
He heard the still, small voice say, “You’re not home yet, son.”
I love this story that helps me keep in mind the big picture that includes the
eternal, unseen realm, and the long picture that extends into the forever that
awaits on the other side of death.
But how do we get an eternal perspective?

Seeing the Unseen
As I’ve grown older, 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 has become my new life verse:
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self
is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the
things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
We have to work at seeing the unseen and eternal. We do that with the eyes of
our hearts. We do that by training ourselves to view everything through the lens
of God’s word.
I’ve been working at developing an eternal perspective for years. For me, it’s
about connecting the dots between earthly things and heavenly things.
I look at earthly things and wonder, “How does this connect to the spirit realm?
How does this connect to what is unseen and eternal?” (For examples, look at
Glorious Morning Glories, Back Infections and Heart Infections, Cruise Ships,
Roller Coasters and Attitudes, and Blowing Past Greatness.)
Jesus’ parables are the world’s best examples of using the physical to provide
understanding of the eternal. He was always connecting the dots between the
things He was surrounded by—different types of soil, lost coins and sheep and
sons, a wedding banquet—and explaining how these things related to the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Another aspect of seeing the unseen is staying aware of the fact that we live in a
permanent battle zone of spiritual warfare. We have an enemy who hates us
because He hates God, and is continually attacking us with lies and deceptions.
When we forget that we live in a culture barraging us with anti-God anti-truth, it’s
like going out in our underwear, needlessly exposing ourselves. Living with an

eternal perspective means staying vigilant, donning our spiritual armor
(Ephesians 6:10-18) and using it to fight back against the lies of the enemy.
One of the most important prayers we can ask is, “Lord, help me see Your hand at
work”—and then intentionally looking for it. For years I have kept a “God
Sightings” Journal where I record evidence of God intervening in my life and the
lives of others I have seen. I love to ask my friends and mentees, “Do you have
any God Sightings to share?” to help them identify the hand of God in their lives.
One final aspect of seeing the unseen is to remind ourselves that everything we
can see, is going away. Everything we can see and measure is temporary and
passing. So we need to think about what’s around us that is permanent and
eternal, and invest in those things.
God.
People.
God’s word.
God’s work in people’s lives.
And the things we do to honor God and bless others. Randy Alcorn writes, “With
eternity in view, nearly any honest activity-whether building a shed, driving a bus,
pruning trees, changing diapers or caring for a patient-can be an investment in
God’s kingdom.”
One of my friends is a TSA agent. She diligently reminds herself daily that every
traveler who comes through the security line is infinitely valuable because they
are made in the image of God, and Jesus died for them. She showers kindness on
them because they are so important. One of her co-workers, for whom work is just
a job where he punches a time clock, told her, “In two years you’ll stop being nice
to everyone.” We don’t think so. She works at maintaining an eternal perspective,
seeing the unseen, to the glory of God.

Remembering the Long View
Another aspect of living with an eternal perspective is focusing on the reality that
our time on earth is short, especially compared to the never-ending life on the
other side of death.
Another one of my favorite questions is to ask, “A hundred years from now, when
you are face to face with Jesus in heaven, what do you want to be glad you chose
today? Indulging your flesh and doing whatever you think will make you happy, or
making choices that honor God and bless other people?”

Several years ago I wrote a blog post about one of the power tools for our “life
tool belt” that remains an essential part of my eternal perspective: passing
everything through the grid of the great question, “In the scope of eternity, what
does this matter?”
In the decades since I started asking that question, it’s still the best filter for
deciding what’s worth getting upset about, and what to let go, and what to just
roll over into the Lord’s hands.
Moses was very helpful for helping us develop an eternal perspective. He writes
in Psalm 90:10, “Our days may come to seventy years, or eighty, if our strength
endures.” So we need to be sober about how much time we actually have. Then he
writes a great prayer in verse 12 that helps us remember the long view: “Teach us

to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”
So I did.
As of today, I have lived 24,500 days.
If I live to be 70, I have only 1,050 days left.
If I live to be 80, I have only 4,700 days left.
Oh my word, I have so much earthly work to do in a very short time, before my
life continues on the other side! And I so want to grow older well.
One way to do that is to pre-decide now that we will use our earthly days fully,
engaged in ministry, as long as God gives us breath.
Years ago, my view of living with an eternal perspective was shaped by a lady who
decided to start college in her 70s. When they asked her why she would do such a
thing when her life was basically over, she said, “Oh no! It’s not over! I’m
preparing for the next part of my life in heaven! The more equipped I can get on
earth, the more ready I’ll be for what the Lord has for me on the other side!”
Another lady was homebound because she was so disabled. She got the word out
that every afternoon, her home was open for anyone who needed prayer. Some
days it was like there was a revolving door, so many coming and going! She had a
vibrant ministry in the waning days of her life because she was determined to use
her remaining earthly days fully, to the glory of God.
In the time you have now, live well. To the glory of God. Keep reminding yourself
that everything we do now has an eternal impact. Our choices, our behaviors, our
words, ripple into eternity. Which is why we need to seek to do everything for the
glory of God.

I lettered this calligraphy and put it in a frame in my kitchen next to the coffee
maker so I see it and recite it to myself every morning.
Two great questions to consider: “Lord, in order to live well, in order to live to
Your glory, with an eternal perspective, what do You want me to do less of in the
time I have left? And what do You want me to do more of?”
As a mom of littles, Nicole Johnson was feeling sorry for herself when she met
with a friend who had just returned from Europe. She writes,
“My friend turned to me with a beautifully wrapped package, and said, ‘I brought
you this.’ It was a book on the great cathedrals of Europe. I wasn’t exactly sure
why she’d given it to me until I read her inscription: ‘With admiration for the
greatness of what you are building when no one sees.’
“In the days ahead I would read—no, devour—the book. And I would discover
what would become for me, four life-changing truths, after which I could pattern
my work:
“1) No one can say who built the great cathedrals—we have no record of their
names.

2) These builders gave their whole lives for a work they would never see finished.
3) They made great sacrifices and expected no credit.
4) The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes of God saw
everything.
“There’s a story in the book about a rich man who came to visit the cathedral
while it was being built, and he saw a workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of
a beam. He was puzzled and asked the man, ‘Why are you spending so much time
carving that bird into a beam that will be covered by the roof? No one will ever
see it.’
“And the workman replied, ‘Because God sees it.'”
Living with an eternal perspective as we make choices and invest our time to
glorify God is like building a cathedral that we won’t be able to see finished.
But every “next faithful step” of the tasks in your life, is building something. The
things you do that no one sees but God—the unseen and eternal—they matter!
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