Changing Hispanic
Demographics and Religious
Affiliation

More Cultural Research from Steve Cable

Hispanics will have a larger and larger influence on the
religious makeup of America in the years ahead. Since 1980,
the Hispanic percentage of the population has grown from about
6% to over 17%. The Census Bureau is predicting that
percentage will grow to over 28% by 2060.

Perhaps most people assume that the Hispanic population from
the 1980's through to today and beyond would be primarily
Catholic. We took a look at the General Social Surveys from
1976 through 2014 to see what the actual situation is. Not
surprisingly, in 1976 approximately 80% of Hispanics in
American self-identified as Catholics. But the 1980’'s saw a
downward trend in this number, so that through the 1990's up
until 2006, approximately 68% of Hispanics identified as
Catholics. From 2006 to 2014, this percentage has dropped
significantly, down to about 55%.

At the same time, the percentage of Hispanics identifying as
“nones,”(i.e., having no religious affiliation) has grown from
about 6% in the 1990’'s to 16% in 2014 (and to a high of 22%
for emerging adult, Hispanics). It is interesting to note that
the percentage of “nones” among Hispanics trails that found
among whites by over ten percentage points in the GSS data.

A majority of Hispanics still identify at Catholics. How
closely are they associated with their local Catholic church
through regular attendance? Among emerging adult Hispanics
affiliated with a Catholic church, about two out of three
state that they only attend church once a month or less. So,
the vast majority are not frequent attenders, but are still
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more likely to attend than their white counterparts. Among
emerging adult whites affiliated with a Catholic church, about
four out of five state that they attend church once a month or
less.

Although Hispanics are most likely to be Catholic today, if
current trends continue, in the next decade this will no
longer be the case as more and more become “nones,”
evangelicals, and mainline Protestants.

Acknowlegements:
The General Social Surveys data were downloaded from the
Association of Religion Data Archives, www.TheARDA.com, and
were collected by Tom W. Smith and the National Opinion
Research Center.

The Pew Research Center Religious Landscape Study interactive
tool, located at
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/ was the
source of the Pew survey data

“What Are the Differences
Between Catholics and
Christians?”

Dear Mrs. Bohlin,

I have read your article on the “Six World Religions”with
great interest. I am sure you receive many emails, so I will
keep this short. Could you please send me your thoughts on the
essential differences between Catholics and Christians. My son
is about to marry a Catholic, and I cannot fully justify to
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him my concerns.

Well, you’'re asking the right person, since my husband and I
were both raised Catholic! Of course, there’'s a difference in
expression between U.S. Catholicism and elsewhere in the
world, but the basic beliefs are the same.

First of all, you should know that there are born-again
Christian believers in the Catholic church. You should also
know that the gospel really is there in the Mass, and in the
catechism teachings that children and converts receive. Ray
and I are grateful for the foundation of spiritual truth that
we received from the Catholic church: that God is one God in
three Persons, that Jesus is the Son of God, that He died on
the cross for the sins of the world and was raised on the
third day, and that He's coming back.

What we DIDN’'T receive was the personal aspect: that we needed
to personally receive the grace-gift of salvation. We were
taught, instead, that being baptized a Catholic was enough to
bring us into God’s family. We were taught that Jesus opened
the door to heaven, so to speak, but it was our responsibility
and our good works that would get us there. So it was Jesus
PLUS our good works that might result in salvation. But there
was no assurance of salvation, just a vague hope that our good
deeds would outweigh our bad deeds when we died.

If I were you, I would gently and lovingly have a conversation
with your future daughter-in-law, and ask her the great
question, “If you were to die tonight, and you were to stand
at the gates of heaven, and God said, ‘Why should I let you
into my heaven,’ what would you say?”

If she says anything other than, “Because Jesus died on the
cross for my sins,” then she is trusting in her own self or in
the Catholic Church, and not Christ. You might ask her why
Jesus had to die. If we could do anything to get us into
heaven, why would Jesus have to die a horrible death? Wouldn’t



that be a terrible waste?

Sometimes people will say, “Because I'm a Catholic.” We were
taught that salvation is only found in the Catholic church. I
would respond, “Where does that idea (that being a baptized
Catholic is a “free pass” to heaven) come from? How do you
know it’'s true?” Claiming to be a member of any organization
is just another way of trusting in human merit and good works
instead of what Christ has done FOR us.

I think that a lot of Catholics actually believe that it'’s
“Jesus plus me.” If you were to ask her, “Do you believe Jesus
is the Son of God? Do you believe He died on the cross for
YOUR sins?” you might discover she has intellectual assent to
the truth of the gospel. You might then want to gently explain
that in the Bible, God calls us to actively TRUST in Christ
and not just believe in our heads what is true. The demons,
after all, also believe that Jesus 1is God’s son and that He
died for mankind, but that doesn’t change their hearts.

One other thing. If and when, Lord willing, you have
grandchildren, you will have some marvelous opportunities to
teach the truth about Jesus to them, and it’s amazing how
parents can be reached through their children. Pray a lot, and
ask the Holy Spirit to give you a green light to talk about
spiritual things for which He has prepared her heart. The Lord
bless you and keep you!

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries



