“Am I Judging When I Recognize
Sin in a Friend’s Life?”
Sue Bohlin
Dear Sue,
My question is about judging. There are several of us friends and we are
all Christians but go to different churches. One of our friends was
widowed several years ago. After several failed relationships where she
became sexually intimate with each of the men, she is now in another
relationship with what seems like a nice man. She is also very active in
her church and is involved in a discipleship ministry. After she leaves the
meetings to prepare for these discipleship events, she leaves town to go
stay the weekend with her new friend.
I told one of the other friends that I did not think it was right that she was
doing that and that may be why she had problems with her relationships,
and that I felt it was wrong that she would be speaking before another
group of women on this retreat. My other friend told me I was judging and
that only God should do that and no one is without sin and that one sin is
no greater than any other sin. I do not interpret the bible that way. I feel
that if she is putting herself before others as a leader of God she should
be striving to live sin free and be repenting when she does sin. Am I
judging when I recognize a sin in another person’s life? I do not want to
be a judgmental person and am very confused about this. Please help me
to understand and how I should have responded to her.
You are right. There is a huge misunderstanding about judging both outside and
inside the church, and it comes from not knowing what the Bible teaches about
judging. Everybody seems to stop with “Judge not, lest ye be judged” (Matt. 7:1).
That is the Lord Jesus’ call not to judge hypocritically. But in John 7:24 He also

calls us to judge rightly. And remember the passage about pulling the plank out of
our own eye so we can see clearly to remove the speck from our brother’s eye
(Matt. 7:5)? That’s about judging as well. The point there is about examining
ourselves first before dealing with another’s sin, not to ignore other people’s
behavior.
But then there’s the “big daddy” passage of 1 Corinthians 5:9-13:
I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral
people—not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this
world. But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who
calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a
slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.
What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to
judge those inside? God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked man from
among you.”
This passage clearly says that we are to judge those inside the Body of Christ.
(News to your other friend, I’m sure!) Judging doesn’t mean condemning, though;
in the case of your immoral friend, it would be a matter of comparing her
behavior with what is right, and pointing out the dangers of her choices, the way
we would want to warn someone in a burning building to get out, or urge
someone headed toward a cliff to turn around.
It might sound like, “This is a hard conversation but I need to talk to you because
I care about you. You’re making decisions that are not consistent with the Christfollower and the woman of God I know you want to be. Sexual immorality is still
sin, and sin has consequences, and I don’t want you to be hurt. But even more
than that, you are dishonoring the Lord by your disobedience to His word. I am

concerned that you are continuing in a leadership position while you are engaged
in unrepented, continual sin. James 3:1 says that teachers will be judged more
strictly, and I am concerned for what that might look like for you down the road. I
just want to plead with you to choose chastity and integrity, and make choices
that honor both God and yourself.”
If she gets defensive and starts pushing back, making comments like, “And you’re
so perfect yourself?” I would counsel you to not get defensive yourself. Just say
something like, “You know, I’m aware that I’m a sinner in need of God’s mercy
and grace every single day. I would hope that if my eyes were blinded by my own
feelings and sin and I were headed toward a cliff, you would love me enough to
warn me and challenge me to live consistently with who God says I am.”
I’m so glad you wrote. I hope you find this helpful.
Sue
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