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The email below titled “Should Christians Respect Obama?” was forwarded to me.
Perhaps you’ve seen it too. (I have formatted the spacing to fit below; however, all
emphases—bolds, italics, exclamation marks, words in all caps—are original.)
Dr. David Barton is more of a historian than a Biblical speaker, but very
famous for his knowledge of historical facts as well as Biblical truths.
Dr. David Barton – on Obama
Respect the Office? Yes. Respect the Man in the Office? No, I am sorry to say. I
have noted that many elected officials, both Democrats and Republicans, called
upon America to unite behind Obama. Well, I want to make it clear to all who
will listen that I AM NOT uniting behind Obama !
I will respect the Office which he holds, and I will acknowledge his abilities as
an orator and wordsmith and pray for him, BUT that is it. I have begun today to
see what I can do to make sure that he is a one-term President !
Why am I doing this ? It is because:
– I do not share Obama’s vision or value system for America ;
– I do not share his Abortion beliefs;
– I do not share his radical Marxist’s concept of re-distributing wealth;
– I do not share his stated views on raising taxes on those who make $150,000+
(the ceiling has been changed three times since August);
– I do not share his view that America is Arrogant;
– I do not share his view that America is not a Christian Nation;
– I do not share his view that the military should be reduced by 25%;
– I do not share his view of amnesty and giving more to illegals than our

American Citizens who need help;
– I do not share his views on homosexuality and his definition of marriage;
– I do not share his views that Radical Islam is our friend and Israel is our
enemy who should give up any land;
– I do not share his spiritual beliefs (at least the ones he has made public);
– I do not share his beliefs on how to re-work the healthcare system in America
;
– I do not share his Strategic views of the Middle East ; and
– I certainly do not share his plan to sit down with terrorist regimes such as
Iran .
Bottom line: my America is vastly different from Obama’s, and I have a higher
obligation to my Country and my GOD to do what is Right ! For eight (8) years,
the Liberals in our Society, led by numerous entertainers who would have no
platform and no real credibility but for their celebrity status, have attacked
President Bush, his family, and his spiritual beliefs !
They have not moved toward the center in their beliefs and their philosophies,
and they never came together nor compromised their personal beliefs for the
betterment of our Country ! They have portrayed my America as a land where
everything is tolerated except being intolerant ! They have been a vocal and
irreverent minority for years ! They have mocked and attacked the very core
values so important to the founding and growth of our Country ! They have
made every effort to remove the name of GOD or Jesus Christ from our Society !
They have challenged capital punishment, the right to bear firearms, and the
most basic principles of our criminal code ! They have attacked one of the most
fundamental of all Freedoms, the right of free speech !
Unite behind Obama? Never ! ! !
I am sure many of you who read this think that I am going overboard, but I
refuse to retreat one more inch in favor of those whom I believe are the

embodiment of Evil! PRESIDENT BUSH made many mistakes during his
Presidency, and I am not sure how history will judge him. However, I believe
that he weighed his decisions in light of the long established Judeo-Christian
principles of our Founding Fathers!!! Majority rules in America , and I will
honor the concept; however, I will fight with all of my power to be a voice in
opposition to Obama and his “goals for America .” I am going to be a thorn in
the side of those who, if left unchecked, will destroy our Country ! ! Any more
compromise is more defeat ! I pray that the results of this election will wake up
many who have sat on the sidelines and allowed the Socialist-Marxist anti-GOD
crowd to slowly change so much of what has been good in America !
“Error of Opinion may be tolerated where Reason is left free to combat it.” –
Thomas Jefferson
GOD bless you and GOD bless our Country ! ! !
(Please, please, please, pass this on if you agree.)
Thanks for your time, be safe. “In GOD We Trust”
“If we ever forget that we’re one nation under GOD, then we will be a nation
gone under.” – Ronald Reagan
I WANT THE AMERICA I GREW UP IN BACK…..
In GOD We Trust……..
Respectfully, I disagree. The person who wrote this email didn’t say how to
respect the office without respecting the person holding it. It may be possible to
do so; however, I believe it is more important to respect people than positions. It
sounds very noble to say, “I respect the office but not the man.” It’s like saying, “I
respect my boss’s position of authority over me, but I don’t respect my boss.” But
in my experience, this attitude makes it very difficult to “do everything without
complaining or arguing.” That habit derives only from love. And love is expressed
by subordinates to their authorities largely through respect (Eph 5:21–6:8; note
especially 5:33 and 6:5).

It is possible not to respect the positions the President holds and still respect the
President as an Image-bearing human creation if nothing else. But this kind of
generosity which derives from thinking Christianly (a Christian worldview) is not
expressed in this email. The tone of this email conveys contempt, not respect. I’m
particularly unnerved by the way the term “embodiment of Evil” was tossed out
there. Calling liberals Satan incarnate is sensationalist at best and certainly
doesn’t portray the high view of human dignity that Christianity gives us.
A few other side notes to consider when viewing email forwards like this one:
• It is highly unlikely that a PhD wrote an email in such broad strokes with such
inflammatory language, not to mention so many exclamation points. (In fact, I
would be cautious of anything with this many exclamation marks, whether it
claims to be from a PhD or not because when every sentence is exclaiming,
that’s a sign that the email is not trying to get you to think about the topic, but
is only interested in goading an inordinately emotional reaction from you (as
opposed to an emotionally passionate response tempered with thought-fullness).)
• From Dad: “Dr. Barton’s website does not have a record of this document –
so, I doubt that it is from him. I sent an e-mail inquiry to wallbuilders.com
asking them to comment on its authenticity.” Thanks Dad!
• Thirdly, there are at least three of the President’s views/positions that have
been distorted and intentionally misrepresented in this email. Email forwards
are notorious for this, and there is very little that is less Christian than bearing
false witness.
• Finally, I just want to comment that it is okay for Christians to disagree about
most of the items in that list. This email implies that a Christian nation
(whatever that means anyway) would resemble the exact set of beliefs behind
this email; it implies that any good Christian would agree with this email
wholesale.

So, should Christians respect President Obama? We, more than anyone,
should—especially if you dislike him and/or disagree with his basic platforms. It is
easy to love people we like: people who are like us, people with whom we agree.
But Christ demands we love those who are irritating to us.
But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that
you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. For if
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax
collectors do the same? If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore you are to be
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
This blog post originally appeared at reneamac.com/2010/03/09/respect-obama/

