“Is It OK For a Pastor to Hit
His Adult Daughter?”

Is it right for a pastor to hit his 22-year-old daughter? And
not feel the need to apologize? Even if it’s because it was
first a heated arguement? Is it right?

oh . I am so sorry! No ma’am, it is NOT right for any
man to hit any woman for any reason. It is an abuse of his
strength and an abuse of his God-given position of protector

of his family.

When we are speaking on “Guys Are From Mars, Girls Are From
Venus” (gender differences), my husband Ray always reads this
quote from Stu Weber in his book Tender Warrior:

“Let me put it a little more bluntly—-if you lay a hand on a
woman, you should be shot, okay? A woman was made to be
provided for, protected, and cared for. A man was made to be
a provider, protector, and care-giver. Nothing is more
pitiful than a man forfeiting his masculinity or a woman her
femininity by transgressing the created order.”

I would hope that there would be healthy accountability in
place in your church that you could go to the elders of the
church and ask for help. I would put it like this, taking my
cue from Abigail’s respectful confrontation of David when he
was angry and ready for blood (1 Samuel 25): “Dad, it’'s not
right for you to use your strength to hurt me. I'm going to
ask you one time to please don’t do that again. When you treat
me so disrespectfully, you are not being the man of God that I
know you want to be. I want to help you be the godly father I
know you want to be, so if you ever hit me again I just want
you to know I'm going to the elders to ask them to help you
with your anger and lack of self-control.”

That, of course, would infuriate him, because people doing
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shameful things don’t want to be forced to face it. And it'’s
possible that in the culture of your church or your community,
men don’t think there’s anything wrong with hitting women
they’'re related to. If that’s the case, you might want to
think about finding a safer place to live.

But the bottom line is no, it’'s not right, and I'm sorry you
even had to ask.

Sue Bohlin

© 2009 Probe Ministries

In Celebration of Fathers

Turn on most American TV shows today and try to find a dad who
is respected, honored, and followed as he does his best to
lead his family.

Good luck with that.

One of the greatest sources of pain and dysfunction in our
culture is what has happened to fatherhood. On the one hand,
fathers are dismissed as superfluous by social and cultural
policies such as no-fault divorce and the wholesale acceptance
of single mothering. On the other, many men passively refuse
to resist the gigantic lie that they don’t matter and are not
important, producing the disaster of wholesale fatherlessness.
The rates of the four major youth pathologies—teen pregnancy,
teen drug abuse, school dropouts and juvenile crime-are
tightly correlated with fatherlessness, often more so than
with any other socioeconomic factor.{1l}

God has a very different perspective on fathers and
fatherhood. The God of the Bible has revealed Himself to us
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not just as Creator or Sovereign of the Universe. He has
revealed Himself to us as Father. Even beyond that is a
staggering revelation: the Lord Jesus <called Him
“Abba”-Daddy{2}, and we are invited to do the same.{3}

Because of this, earthly fathers have an incredibly important
responsibility and privilege: to show their children what the
Heavenly Father is like. Every father, whether he wants to or
not, whether he'’'s aware of it or not, makes a powerful
statement about God with his life that is either true or
false. By their modeling, some fathers show God to be warm,
accepting, loving, kind, and protective. Others declare that
God 1is distant, cold, disconnected, and punishing. Many
believers grow up without a father or with one who 1is
difficult and detached; for them, spiritual and emotional
health means learning to recognize and renounce the false
image of God they were given and embrace the true Father-heart
of God.

Children infer their own value from the way their fathers
relate to them. Being ignored or neglected assures a child
that she 1is invisible and worthless. Being treated as a
vicarious means to achieve a man’s own goals, or worse, as a
sexual object, diminishes a child into a thing. But when a dad
spends time simply being with his kids, they feel like they
matter. When a dad invests in the ordinary moments of life by
being fully present with his son, a boy learns how to be a
male and that he belongs in the world of men. When a dad
treats his daughter with respect and dignity, cherishing her
femininity regardless of the form it takes—girly-girl or
jockette tomboy-she learns that it’s safe and good to be a
girl. (And she learns what kind of treatment to expect from
young men as she grows older.)

Sometimes, the simplest things can make all the difference in
the world. On one life-changing Oprah show, someone offered a
true word of wisdom, suggesting that a child knows his father
really loves him when he sees his daddy’s eyes light up.



Fathers who heard this and starting putting it into practice
reported that it immediately changed their family dynamics as
their children felt more loved. Regardless of a child’s
individual “love language,”{4} there is something profound
about being able to see evidence of a father’s delight. This
is a lovely reflection of the much grander truth that we all
long to see the lit-up face of God’'s attention, affirmation
and affection when He looks at us. Consider the deeply moving
Aaronic blessing from Numbers 6:

The LORD bless thee, and keep thee:

The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto
thee:

The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee
peace.

I respectfully suggest this is a picture of Abba-Daddy’s eyes
lit up as He looks at His beloved child, giving us “face time”
because He loves us and He wants us to know and feel we are
loved.

Dad’s, this Sunday is your day. Enjoy it, knowing that God has
given you the great gift of your irreplaceable influence in
the family and in the world. That memorable line from the
first “Spiderman” movie is memorable because it’s biblical:
“With great power comes great responsibility.”

The Lord bless you as you use the power of your masculine
strength to love and serve your families to the glory of God.

Notes
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Knighthood and Biblical
Manhood - A Christian
Perspective on True Manliness

Lou Whitworth summarizes an inspiring book which lays out the
characteristics of a godly man. The ceremonies and the code
of conduct of knights are compared to a biblical perspective
on Christian manhood. This model encourages us to live 1in
Christ as examples of godly men.

A Vision for Manhood

In this essay we will be looking at an inspiring book, Raising
a Modern-Day Knight, in an effort to learn how we can motivate
our sons to live lives of honor and nobility. This book,
written by Robert Lewis, grew out his own experiences as he
and some close friends struggled to lead their sons into
balanced, biblical masculinity.

C. S. Lewis wrote that the disparate strands of manhood-
fierceness and gentleness—can find healthy synthesis in the
person of the knight and in the code of chivalry. Here these
competing impulses—normally found in different
individuals—find their union. (1)

Were one of these two bents given full rein, the balance
required for authentic Christian manhood would be 1lost.
Strength and power, without tenderness, for example, give us
the brute. Tenderness and compassion without masculine
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firmness and aggressiveness produce a male without the fire to
lead or inspire others.

Biblical examples of these two elements resident in one man
are numerous. Jesus Christ, our Lord, revealed both tough and
tender aspects in His humanity. Once Jesus expressed a desire
to gather the citizens of Jerusalem together as a hen gathers
her young under her wings.(2) We know that Christ wept at
least twice: once at the tomb of Lazarus(3) and again as He
looked out over the city of Jerusalem and reflected on the
fate of those who rejected His witness.(4) However, Jesus
could also be very stern. Once He made a whip, ran off the
money changers in the temple area, and turned over their
tables.(5) And, in the Garden of Gethsemane, His mere glance
knocked grown men to the ground. (6)

In Paul, we see the same blend of firmness and gentleness. He
poured himself out tenderly nurturing his spiritual
children, (7) but he endured more hardship than most
soldiers(8) and didn’'t hesitate to castigate false
teachers. (9)

In the 0ld Testament, we see David, who was a poet and singer,
but also a warrior and king. He had the fierceness to kill
Goliath, the giant, and the tenderness to provide for the
needs of Jonathan’s descendants after Jonathan was killed.

Keeping the right balance between our impulses toward power
and aggression and the need to be gentle and tender 1is a
challenge most men face. In his book, Raising a Modern-Day
Knight, author Robert Lewis says that Christian fathers can
use knighthood as a symbol, an ideal, and a metaphor for
guiding their sons into authentic manhood. In this way
opposing drives can be harnessed and balanced.

Now, of course, everyone experiences difficulty balancing
competing impulses, but it is specifically the violence by
young males that 1is bringing our society to the verge of



breakdown. Our young men need a vision for masculinity that
challenges and inspires if our society is to be stable and
healthy. In an age of great social, spiritual, and gender
confusion, such as ours, there 1is a desperate need for clear
guidelines and models that can inspire young men and harness
their aggression for constructive ends.

This is where the image of the knight comes in. Since the
Middle Ages these men in iron have fired the imaginations of
young men. Knighthood is attractive because of its code and
its call to courage and honor. Young men are intrigued by
testing themselves against various standards, and the code 1is
inspiring because of its rigor and strictness.

The Need for Modern-Day Knights

In his enthusiastic foreword to Robert Lewis’s book, Raising a
Modern-Day Knight, Stu Weber writes:

Our culture is in deep trouble, and at the heart of its
trouble 1is its loss of a vision for manhood. If 1it’s
difficult for you and me as adult males to maintain our
masculine balance in this gender-neutral’ culture, imagine
what it must be like for our sons, who are growing up in an
increasingly feminized world. (10)

We must supply our young men with healthy, noble visions of
manhood, and the figure of the knight, in this regard, 1is
without equal. In the knight we find a conception of manhood
that can lift, inspire, and challenge our young men to new
heights of achievement and nobility. One authority asserted:
“Not all knights were great men, but all great men were
knights.”(11) According to Will Durant, <chivalry and
knighthood gave to the world one of the “major achievements of
the human spirit.”(12)

C. S. Lewis, in his essay, “The Necessity of Chivalry,”
agreed. (13) He wrote that the genius of the medieval ideal of



the chivalrous knight was that it was a paradox. That is, it
brought together two things which have no natural tendency to
gravitate towards one another. It brought them together for
that very reason. It taught humility and forbearance to the
great warrior because everyone knew by experience how much he
usually needed that lesson. It demanded valour of the urbane
and modest man because everyone knew that he was likely as not
to be a milksop.(14)

In Malory'’s Morte Darthur a fellow knight salutes the deceased
Lancelot saying: “Thou wert the meekest man that ever ate in
hall among ladies; and thou wert the sternest knight to thy
mortal foe that ever put spear in the rest.” This expresses
the double requirement made on knights: sternness and
meekness, not a compromise or blend of the two. Part of the
attraction of the knight is this combination of valor and
humility.

Someone once said history teaches us that, “When most men are
soft, a few hard men will rule.” For that reason we must do
everything we can to build into our boys the virtues of
strength and tenderness so they can be strong, solid family
men and so society will be stable.

The lack of connection between fathers and sons in our
culture, made worse by broken homes and the busyness of our
lives, has left many young men with a masculine identity
crisis. That’'s why the ideas in this book are so timely and
important. Our sons are looking to their fathers for
direction. Fathers are searching for real answers in their
attempts to guide their sons into godly manhood. This book
provides answers and guidelines for this search.

First, from the example of the knight, fathers have a way to
point their sons to manhood with clear ideals: a vision for
manhood, a code of conduct, and a transcendent cause. Second,
the pattern of advancement from page to knight provides
fathers with a coherent process for guiding their sons to



manhood. Third, numerous suggestions for ceremonies equip dads
with a variety of means to celebrate and validate their sons’
achievements.

The Knight and His Ideals

Now we will turn our attention to the knight and his ideals.
In Raising a Modern-Day Knight, author Robert Lewis suggests
three major ideals for modern-day knights: a vision for
manhood, a code of conduct, and a transcendent cause.

A Vision for Manhood - The author states four manhood
principles: Real men (1) reject passivity, (2) accept
responsibility, (3) lead courageously, and (4) expect the
greater reward. He suggests that though men have a natural
inborn aggressiveness, they tend to become passive at home and
avoid social responsibility. These principles, if followed,
prevent passivity from becoming a significant problem.

A Code of Conduct — The code for modern-day knights comes from
the pages of the Bible. Lewis lists 10 ideal characteristics
appropriate for modern-day knights taken from the Scriptures:
loyalty, kindness, humility, purity, servant- leadership,
honesty, self-discipline, excellence, 1integrity, and
perseverance. Modern-day knights must be trained in three
important areas. First, the modern-day knight needs to
understand that there must be a will to obey (God’s will) if
there is to be spiritual maturity. The young man must come to
know that life is inherently moral and that there is a God who
knows everything and who rewards good and punishes evil. He
must know that absolute values exist and that the commandments
of God are liberating, not confining. Lewis states “True
satisfaction in 1life 1is directly proportionate to one’s
obedience to God. In this context, moral boundaries take on a
whole new perspective: they become benefits, not burdens.”

Second, the modern-day knight needs to understand that he has
a work to do that is in keeping with his inner design. This



work is not just his profession or trade, but refers to work
in his home, church, and community. Life is certainly more
than a job, and your son should hear this from you lest he get
the mistaken perception that manhood is just one duty and
obligation after another.

A third realm of responsibility for the modern-day knight is a
woman to love. The code of chivalry requires that all women be
treated with respect and honor. Sons need to see and hear from
their fathers the importance of caring for women in general
and loving, leading, and honoring their wives in particular.

The knight in training should be taught the value of work,
have summer jobs, do chores around the house, and study hard
on his school work. The goal here is to establish patterns of
industry and avoid sloth so that a solid work ethic 1is in
place as he gets older.

A Transcendent Cause — Life is ultimately unsatisfying if it
is lived solely for self. Jesus said if you give up your life
you will find it, so if you live for a cause greater than
yourself, you’ll be happy and fulfilled. A transcendent cause
is a cause that a person believes is truly heroic (a noble
endeavor calling for bravery and sacrifice), timeless (has
significance beyond the moment), and is supremely meaningful
(not futile).

The only antidote to the futility of life is a transcendent
cause and a vision for life that “integrates the end of life
with the beginning,” and connects time and eternity. Obviously
becoming a Christian, developing a personal relationship with
Christ, and living for Him are basic, irreplaceable elements
for having a meaningful life.

A Knight and His Ceremonies

At this point, we turn to focus on the importance of
ceremonies in the life of a young man. It is said that a



knight remembers the occasion of his dubbing (i.e., his
installment as a knight) as the finest day of his life. Such
is the power of ceremony that it makes celebrated events
unforgettable. Ceremonies are also invaluable markers that
state emphatically: “Something important has happened here!”

In much of the world, older men have instinctively seen the
wisdom of providing for their sons markers of their journey to
manhood. These markers have been in the form of periodic
ceremonies or a significant, final ceremony. Following such
events there is no doubt in the young man’s mind that he has
reached the stage in his development celebrated in the
ceremony. Later he can always look back on the ceremony and
remember what it meant.

After the elaborate physical, mental, and religious
disciplines endured and passed in relation to his dubbing
ceremony, no medieval knight ever wondered, “Am I a knight?”
Such matters had been settled forever by the power of ceremony
in the presence of other men. This is what our sons need.

Our sons do not normally have such experiences. As Lewis
writes, “One of the great tragedies of Western culture today
is the absence of this type of ceremony. . . . I cannot even
begin to describe the impact on a son’s soul when a key
manhood moment in his 1life 1s forever enshrined and
memorialized by a ceremony with other men.”(15)

The author suggests that there are natural stages in a young
man’'s life that lend themselves to celebration. Each stage has
a parallel in the orderly steps toward knighthood.

Puberty: The Page Ceremony — The first step for a young boy on
the path to knighthood was to become a page. He was like an
apprentice, and he learned about horses, weapons, and falconry
and performed menial tasks for his guardians. Since puberty
occurs in a young boy'’'s life around 13 and is an important
point in a young man’s journey toward adulthood, it is an



excellent time for a simple ceremony involving the boy and his
father celebrating this stage of the young man’s life.

High School Graduation: The Squire Ceremony — The next stage
on the path to knighthood was the squire; he was attached to a
knight, served him in many ways, and continued to perfect his
fighting skills. This stage is roughly parallel to the time of
high school graduation. It should be marked by a more involved
ceremony led by the boy’'s father but involving other men.

Adulthood: The Knight Ceremony - This is the stage in which
the squire, after a period of testing and preparation, 1is
dubbed a knight in an elaborate ceremony. This marks the end
of youth and the arrival of adulthood for the knight. For the
modern- day knight this stage of life is characterized by the
completion of college or entering the world of work or
military service. The author suggests this stage as a perfect
time to have a celebration marking a son’s arrival at manhood
and full adulthood. This ceremony should be very special; it
should involve the young man, his father, his family, and
other men.

Some Final Thoughts on Knighthood

In this discussion we have been looking at Robert Lewis'’s
book, Raising a Modern-Day Knight, and discussing knights and
chivalry in an attempt to promote the knight as a worthy
ideal, symbol, and metaphor for young men to emulate. A
question left unasked is why young men might need a stirring,
vivid image or concept like the knight as a model. After a
lifetime of studying cultures and civilizations, both ancient
and modern, the eminent anthropologist Margaret Mead made the
following observation:

The central problem of every society is to define appropriate
roles for the men. (16)

Though Margaret Mead was a controversial figure, and I have



sometimes disagreed with her myself, in this statement, I
believe she is right on target. Author George Gilder adds a
similar insight when he states: “Wise societies provide ample
means for young men to affirm themselves without afflicting
others.”(17)

Men need appropriate roles, and they need the desire to live
and perform those roles. They need to be inspired to do so.
Men need roles that are considered valuable and held to be
worthwhile. This is true because men are psychologically more
fragile than women and suffer with their identity more than
women do, though feminists would have us think otherwise. Why
is this so? It is true because “Men, more than women, are
culture-made.”(18) This is why it is so important to have a
culture-wide vision of manhood.

In modern Western society boys make the journey to manhood
without a clear vision for what healthy manhood is. If they
get out of control, the whole society suffers. Proverbs 29:18
states: “Where there is no vision, the people perish” [or,
“are unrestrained”]. Knights and chivalry can supply a
stirring vision of manhood that has been lacking. Yet some may
think that the figure of the knight is an inappropriate image
to use to inspire Christian young men. Such people need to
take a close look at Scripture. The teachings of Jesus and the
letters of Paul use the image of the hard working farmer, the
athlete, and the soldier to illustrate the points they are
trying to make.

Furthermore, there are numerous biblical passages that picture
knight-1like images, some of whom are angelic beings and others
are Christ Himself. Specifically, Revelation is replete with
images of courtly life familiar to medieval knights: kings,
thrones, crowns, swords, censers, bows, armies, eagles,
dragons, chariots, precious stones, incense, etc.

Actually, we are more indebted to the knightly virtue of
chivalry than we realize. Many of the concepts and words have



become part of our familiar vocabulary. It is from chivalry,
for example, that we acquired the concept of the gentleman
(notice the dual stress here—gentle-man) and our concepts of
sportsmanship and fair play. It is perhaps no accident that
the decline in chivalry parallels the rise of taunting and the
“win at any price” attitude among our sports figures.

There is one more aspect to all of this that needs to be
emphasized. If we are successful in inspiring our young men to
seek to become modern-day knights, we need to remind them and
ourselves that one can’t become a knight on his own. Our young
knights need the company of godly men to be all that they can
be; they need the Roundtable. As Robert Lewis states so well:
“Boys become men in the community of men. There 1s no
substitute for this vital component. . . . if your boy 1is to
become a man, you must enlist the community.”(19) Why? “First,
if a father’s presence is weighty, the presence of other men

is weightier still. . . . Second, enlisting the community of
men results in a depth of friendship that the lonely never
experience. . . . And third, the community of men expands a

son’s spiritual and moral resources.”(20)
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Broken Homes, Broken Hearts -—
A Christian Perspective on
Sex Outside of Marriage

Kerby Anderson examines the impact of teen pregnancies on our
society from a Christian, biblical worldview perspective. He
suggests steps we must take if Christians are to combat this
problem of our American society.

As the family goes, so goes society.

Families are the bedrock of society. When families fall apart,
society falls into social and cultural decline. Ultimately the
breakdown of the American family is at the root of nearly
every other social problem and pathology.

Just a few decades ago, most children in America grew up in
intact, two-parent families. Today, children who do so are a
minority. Illegitimacy, divorce, and other lifestyle choices
have radically altered the American family, and thus have
altered the social landscape.

Karl Zinsmeister of the American Enterprise Institute has
said, “There is a mountain of scientific evidence showing that
when families disintegrate, children often end up with
intellectual, physical and emotional scars that persist for
life.” He continues, “We talk about the drug crisis, the
education crisis, and the problem of teen pregnancy and
juvenile crime. But all these ills trace back predominantly to
one source: broken families.”

Broken homes and broken hearts are not only the reason for so
many social problems. They are also the reason for the
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incumbent economic difficulties we face as a culture. The
moral foundation of society erodes as children learn the
savage values of the street rather than the civilized values
of culture. And government inevitably expands to intervene in
family and social crises brought about by the breakdown of the
family. Sociologist Daniel Yankelovich puts it this way:

Americans suspect that the nation’s economic difficulties are
rooted not 1in technical economic forces (for example,
exchange rates or capital formation) but in fundamental moral
causes. There exists a deeply intuitive sense that the
success of a market-based economy depends on a highly
developed social morality-trustworthiness, honesty, concern
for future generations, an ethic of service to others, a
humane society that takes care of those in need, frugality
instead of greed, high standards of quality and concern for
community. These economically desirable social values, 1in
turn, are seen as rooted in family values. Thus the link in
public thinking between a healthy family and a robust
economy, though indirect, 1is clear and firm.

Illegitimacy 1is our most important social
problem.

One of the most significant factors contributing to the
breakdown of the family has been the steady rise of unwed
births. Since 1960, illegitimate births have increased more
than 400 percent. In 1960, 5 percent of all births were out of
wedlock. Thirty years later nearly 30 percent of all births
were illegitimate. Among blacks two out of every three births
are illegitimate.

To put this astonishing increase in illegitimate births in
perspective, compare 1961 with 1991. Roughly the same number
of babies were born in both years (about 4 million). But in
1991, five times as many of these babies were born out of
wedlock.



Social commentator Charles Murray believes that “illegitimacy
is the single most important social problem of our time-more
important than crime, drugs, poverty, illiteracy, welfare or
homelessness because it drives everything else.” The public
costs of illegitimacy are very high. “Children born out of
wedlock tend to have high infant mortality, low birth weight
(with attendant morbidities), and high probabilities of being
poor, not completing school, and staying on welfare
themselves. As a matter of public policy, if not of morality,
it pays for society to approve of marriage as the best setting
for children, and to discourage having children out of
wedlock.”

In her famous article in Atlantic Monthly entitled “Dan Quayle
Was Right,” Barbara Dafoe Whitehead warned Americans of the
cost of ignoring the breakdown of the family:

If we fail to come to terms with the relationship between
family structure and declining child well-being, then it will
be 1increasingly difficult to improve children’s life
prospects, no matter how many new programs the federal
government funds. Nor will we be able to make progress 1in
bettering school performance or reducing crime or improving
the quality of the nation’s future work force—all domestic
problems closely connected to family breakup. Worse, we may
contribute to the problem by pursuing policies that actually
increase family instability and breakup.

While speaking of Dan Quayle, it might be wise to remind
ourselves of what the former Vice-President said that brought
such a firestorm from his critics. While speaking to the
Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, Vice President Quayle
argued that “It doesn’t help matters when prime time TV has
Murphy Brown—a character who supposedly epitomized today’s
intelligent, highly paid, professional woman—mocking the
importance of fathers by bearing a child alone, and calling it
just another lifestyle choice.”



At the time, one would have thought the Vice-President had
uttered the greatest blasphemy of our time. Yes, he was using
a fictional character to make a point. Yes, he was challenging
the tolerant, politically-correct conventions of the time. But
he was addressing an important issue neglected by so many.

Fortunately, a year later Atlantic Monthly magazine devoted
the cover of its April 1993 issue to the story: “Dan Quayle
Was Right. After decades of public dispute about so-called
family diversity, the evidence from social-science research is
coming in: The dissolution of two-parent families, though it
may benefit the adults involved, is harmful to many children,
and dramatically undermines our society.”

The conclusion should not be startling, yet in a society that
no longer operates from a Christian world and life view, it
has nearly become front page news. For decades, the United
States has engaged in a dangerous social experiment. Two
parents are no longer seen as necessary. Stable, intact
families are no longer seen as important. We are trying to
reinvent the family and are finding out the devastating
consequences of illegitimacy, divorce, and other lifestyle
choices. As a society, we must return to the values of
abstinence, chastity, fidelity, and commitment. Our desire to
reject Christian family values has inevitably lead to the
decline of Western civilization. It is time to find the road
back to home.

The flood of teenage pregnancies 1is
destroying our social fabric.

One of the most significant factors contributing to the
breakdown of the family has been the steady rise of unwed
births. Since 1960, illegitimate births have increased more
than 400 percent. In 1960, 5 percent of all births were out of
wedlock. Thirty years later nearly 30 percent of all births
were illegitimate. Among blacks two out of every three births
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One of the driving forces of illegitimacy is births to
unmarried teenagers. Every 64 seconds, a baby is born to a
teenage mother, and every five minutes a baby is born to a
teenager who already has a child. More than two thirds of
these births are to teen girls who are not married.

Becoming a teenage parent significantly decreases the chance
that the young mother will be able to complete high school,
attend college, and successfully compete for a job. She is
much more likely to rear the child in poverty than girls who
do not become mothers as teenagers. “When teenagers have
babies both mothers and children tend to have problems—health,
social, psychological, and economic. Teens who have children
out of wedlock are more likely to end up at the bottom of the
socio-economic ladder.”

If the increase in teenage pregnancy isn’t disturbing enough,
there are other disturbing trends. A growing number of adults
are having sex with teens. This is more than just Joey
Buttafuoco and Amy Fisher or Woody Allen and Soon-Yi Previn.
Social statistics show that adult males are fathers of two
thirds of the babies born to teenage girls.

In some ways, this is not a new phenomenon. In 1920, for
example, 93 percent of babies born to teenagers were fathered
by adults. But the difference is that pregnant teens no longer
marry the father. Today, 65 percent of teenage moms are
unmarried. Many of these kids are destined to spend a lifetime



in a cycle of poverty and welfare dependency.

Why teenage girls become sexually involved with adult males is
sometimes difficult to discern. A desire for a mature male and
teenage insecurity are significant reasons. Teenage girls from
broken homes or abusive homes often are easy prey for adult
men, which may explain why adult men seek out teenager girls.
In many cases, teen sex is not consensual. Girls under the age
of 18 are victims of approximately half the rapes each year.

Stemming the tide of teen pregnancy, and reforming the current
welfare system that often encourages it, are important action
points. But doing so must take into account that adult males
are a significant reason why teenage girls are becoming
pregnant.

Whether we look at the increase in illegitimate births in
general or teenage pregnancy 1in particular, we can see a
disturbing trend. In essence, Americans have been conducting a
social experiment for the last three decades. And the evidence
clearly points to major problems when children are reared in
families without two parents. Illegitimate births are part of
the reason for the breakdown of the family; divorce is the
other.

We must honor and promote sexual
abstinence.

Thus far we have been talking about the problems. Now it’s
time to propose a solution. There are two parts to this
approach. First, we must teach sexual abstinence. A
fundamental reason for the increase in unwed births is teenage
sexual promiscuity. Reduce teenage sexuality and you will
reduce illegitimacy. Fortunately, the abstinence message seems
to be gaining in popularity and getting the media attention it
deserves.

or example, the front page of the Sunday New York Times Style



section featured the surprising headline: “Proud to Be a
Virgin: Nowadays, You Can be Respected Even if You Don’t Do
It.” And the March 1994 issue of Mademoiselle featured an
article proclaiming “The New Chastity.” The article wondered
if “saying no to sex might turn out to be the latest stage in
the sexual revolution.” Mademoiselle found that views on
sexuality seem to be changing. Virgins, for example, are no
longer seen as individuals who are fearful or socially inept.
In fact, abstinence is now being equated with strength of will
and character. Those once labeled “carefree” are now
considered “careless” in 1light of the AIDS and STDs.

One of the most visible campaign for abstinence has come from
the “True Love Waits” campaign by the Southern Baptist
Convention (SBC) begun in the spring of 1993. Students pledge:
“Believing that true love waits, I make a commitment to God,
myself, my family, those I date, my future mate, and my future
children to be sexually pure until the day I enter a covenant
marriage relationship.”

A grassroots movement to promote abstinence through a variety
of programs has been spreading throughout the country. Crisis
Pregnancy Centers provide speakers to address the issue of
abstinence. Untold groups—with names 1like “Aim for Success”
and “Best Friends” and “Athletes for Abstinence”—are spreading
the positive message of abstinence to teens who need to hear
an alternative to the safe sex message.

There are substantial personal benefits to abstinence. But the
greatest benefit to society is a reduction in the illegitimate
birth rate which drives nearly all of the social problems
discussed in this book.

We must target teen pregnancy.

Now we must address the second part of the problem; that is,
we must target teen pregnancy. The problem with teenage sex is
not simply that teens are having sex. In approximately half



the cases, adults are having sex with teenagers. State laws
governing statutory rape are often called a “fictitious
chastity belt” since law enforcement often ignore the laws.

The reasons for lax enforcement are varied, but they surely
include the fallout from the sexual revolution and the
children’s rights movement. As a society, we have come to
accept the notion that even young teenagers are engaging in
consensual sex. While there may be some tawdry publicity when
a high profile entertainer like Woody Allen or Kelsey Grammar
is accused of sex with a teenager, generally the issue 1is
ignored.

But the issue cannot be ignored. “Welfare reform, sex
education and teen pregnancy prevention programs and welfare
reform are doomed to failure when they ignore the prevalence
of adult-teen sex.” Education about the problem and
enforcement of statutory rape laws would substantially reduce
the number of unwed teens.

We must honor and promote strong
marriages.

Now I would like to propose additional solutions to the
problem of family breakdown. First, we must teach marriage
principles. Marriages are falling apart and other marriages
never begin as sexual partners choose to live together rather
than get married. Churches and Christian organizations must
teach marriage principles so that marriages will last. Once
built on commitment, today’s marriages are a contract: as long
as love shall last. Sound, biblical education is necessary to
put marriages back on a firm foundation.

Fortunately, a growing number of effective organizations are
providing that needed education. Family Life Ministry holds
weekend Family Life Conferences through out the country and
the world to packed audiences eager to learn more about how to
build strong marriages and families. The Marriage Encounter



program has been providing the same important teaching in
church and retreat settings. And lots and lots of books,
tapes, videos, and other seminars are focusing needed
attention on the principles that will build strong marriages
and allow them to flourish.

We must honor and support fatherhood.

Second, we must emphasize fatherhood. As more and more
children grow up in single-parent homes (which are primarily
female-headed homes), fathers appear 1irrelevant and
superfluous. Not only are they seen as expendable; they are
often seen as part of the problem.

Yet the consequences of fatherless homes is devastating. “More
than 70 percent of all juveniles in state reform institutions
come from fatherless homes.” Children who grow up without
fathers are more likely to be involved in criminal behavior
because they lack a positive male role model in their lives.
Fathers are not irrelevant. They may indeed spell the
difference between success and failure for their children.

Often fatherless homes feed the cycle of illegitimacy itself.
“Young white women who grow up without a father in the home
are more than twice as likely to bear children out of wedlock.
And boys living in a single-parent family are twice as likely
to father a child out of wedlock as boys from intact homes.”

Fortunately, there are many ministries encouraging men to
stand with their families. Gatherings like the Promise Keepers
conferences nationwide are highly visible symbols of a much
greater movement of men (individual churches or parachurch
organizations) who have dedicated themselves to running their
families on biblical principles. Groups like Mad Dads (Men
Against Destruction Defending Against Drugs and Social
disorder) have been organized to encourage fathers in high
crime urban areas. Especially critical are young urban (often
black) youths who do not have strong male role models to



emulate. One organizer said, “They saw pimps and hustlers and
dope dealers and gang bangers and hypersexual individuals who
like to make babies but didn’'t assume the responsibility of
taking care of them—so why should the kids? And so our first
goal was just to mobilize strong, black fathers who were drug-
free, who were willing to stand up and be role models, giving
our kids another group of men they could look at.”

Building strong families must include building families with
fathers. Fatherlessness is one of the primary causes of social
disintegration. Parenting cannot be left to mothers and
grandmothers. Fathers are essential.
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