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Don Closson explains the five lines of evidence that Jesus is God from the book
Putting Jesus in His Place.

Jesus Shares the Honor Given to God
Defending the deity of Christ can be a source of anxiety for some
believers. Perhaps it is because our defense often consists only of a
couple of proof texts which are quickly challenged by Jehovah’s
Witnesses and others. Even worse, some Christians themselves are
troubled by passages that seem to teach that Jesus is something
less than God, that He is inferior to the Father in some significant way. They are
fine with Jesus being the suffering servant, the Messiah who died for our sins, but
less sure of His role in creation or as a member of the triune everlasting “I Am” of
the Old Testament.

A recent book by Robert Bowman and Ed Komoszewski titled
Putting Jesus in His Place is a great confidence builder for
those wrestling with this key doctrine. The book offers five
lines of evidence with deep roots in the biblical material. The
book is organized around the acronym H.A.N.D.S. It argues
that the New Testament teaches that Jesus deserves the
honors only due to God, He shares the attributes that only
God possesses, He is given names that can only be given to
God, He performs deeds that only God can perform, and finally, He possesses a
seat on the throne of God.
Let’s look at the first line of evidence for the deity of Christ, that Jesus deserves
the honor that should only be given to God. To honor someone is to acknowledge
“their place in the scheme of things—to speak about them and to behave toward
them in a manner appropriate to their status and position.”{1} As creator of the
universe God deserves the highest level of honor and glory, since nothing can
claim a higher degree of status or position. As a result, the Old Testament teaches
that only God deserves the honor and glory that is part of human worship and He
will not share this honor with anything else. In Isaiah 42 God declares that “I am
the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to
idols” (Isaiah 42:8).
So how does Jesus fit into this picture? In John 5 Jesus declares that the Father
has entrusted judgment to the Son so that “all may honor the Son just as they
honor the Father.” He adds that “He who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father” (John 5:22, 23). Referring to his pre-existence with the Father before
creation, Jesus says, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory
I had with you before the world began” (John 17:5). In these passages, Jesus is
claiming the right to receive the same honor and glory due to the Father; in
effect, He is claiming to be God in the same way that the Father is God.

Jesus Shares the Attributes of God
If Jesus is honored in the New Testament in a manner reserved only for God, it
follows that one who is given the honor and glory reserved for God is also worthy
of worship. So it’s not surprising that the book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is to
be worshipped by the angels or that in Matthew’s Gospel the apostles worshipped
him when he came to them walking on water (Hebrews 1:6; Matthew 14:33).
Perhaps the most stirring image of Jesus being worshipped is in Revelation where
every creature in heaven and on earth sing praises to the Father and to the Lamb,
giving them both honor and glory and reporting that the four living creatures and
the elders fell down and worshipped Him (Revelation 5:13-14).
The New Testament also teaches that Jesus shares divine attributes that only God
possesses. When this claim is made, Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and others
protest by pointing out that Jesus exhibited the very human attributes of hunger,
fatigue, and pain. This valid observation does not conflict with the traditional
Christian teaching that Jesus possessed two essential natures—one divine and one
human. There is no reason to assume that one set of attributes cancels out the
other. It should be added that although Jesus shares a divine nature with the
Father, He does not share the same properties within the Godhead or trinity. The
Father sent Jesus into the world; Jesus died on the cross and assumed the role of
our permanent high priest.
Jesus clearly states in John 14 that to see him is to see the Father; both are
equally God (John 14:10). In Colossians, Paul goes to great lengths to argue that
all of God’s divine attributes are present in Christ. He writes that Jesus is “the
image of the invisible God” and that “. . .God was pleased to have all his fullness
dwell in him (Colossians 1:15, 19). He summarizes the same idea by adding that
“in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). The
writer of Hebrews concurs in the opening paragraph of that book, saying that
“the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being”
(Hebrews 1:3).

Jesus shares the Father’s attribute of pre-existing the created universe and His
own physical incarnation. John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus was with the Father in
the beginning when the universe was created, and Paul adds that Jesus is before
all things (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16-18). In other words, Jesus has always
existed and is unchanging. He has been given all authority on heaven and earth
(Matt. 28:18). He deserves the honor, praise, glory, and worship of all creation.

Jesus Shares the Names Given to God
Those who question the deity of Christ complain that the New Testament just
doesn’t teach it, that it doesn’t come right out and say that Jesus is God. Is this
really the case?
The New Testament uses two key words for God: theos, the general Greek word
for deity, and kurios, usually translated as “lord.” Theos is the word most often
used to designate God the Father and is also used a number of times in direct
reference to Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John. John begins his book with the
familiar proclamation that Jesus, the Word, was with God (theos) in the beginning,
and that the Word (Jesus) was God (theos). Later in the chapter, John adds that
“No one has ever seen God, but God (theos) the One and Only, who at the
Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus, the Word, is described by
John as being with God in verse one, and at the Father’s side in verse eighteen,
and in both cases is given the title theos or God.
The Gospel John also contains the confession by Thomas that Jesus is his Lord
(kurios), and God (theos). John makes sure that we understand that Thomas was
talking about Jesus by writing “Thomas said to Him,” that is, to Jesus, “’My Lord
and my God.’”
Paul uses theos in reference to Jesus a number of times. In Romans 9:5 he
describes Jesus as “Christ, who is God (theos) over all.” And in Titus he writes
that we are waiting for our “blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great

God (theos) and Savior, Jesus Christ (2:13).” Peter portrays himself as a servant of
Christ who is writing to those through whom “the righteousness of our God
(theos) and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours (2
Peter1:1).”
All four gospels begin with John the Baptist’s ministry of “preparing the way of
the Lord” as fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 40:3. The prophet wrote, “In
the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a
highway for our God.” The Hebrew word translated LORD in this verse is the
unspoken special word for God used by the Jews consisting of four consonants
called the tetragrammaton. The New Testament Gospels are applying the word
Lord to Jesus in the same way that the Old Testament referred to Yahweh as
LORD.

Jesus Does the Deeds that Only God Can Do
It was universally recognized by the Jews of Jesus’ day that “God created the
heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1; cf. Isaiah 37:16).” So it might be surprising to
some that the New Testament also gives Jesus credit for creation. Paul teaches in
Colossians that Jesus created “all things.” To make sure that no one
misunderstands his point, he adds that “all things” includes “things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17). Paul wanted to be clear: Jesus is the
creator God of the universe.
While Jesus’ role in creation is enough to establish his divine nature, He also
exhibited supernatural divine power during His ministry on earth. Unlike the Old
Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, Jesus did not have to petition a
higher power to heal or cast out demons. He had inherent divine power to
accomplish his will. Other than giving thanks, Jesus did not pray before
performing miracles. In fact, the apostles reported that some demons obeyed

them only when they invoked Jesus’ name. There were a number of occasions
when Jesus realized that power had gone out from Him even without His intention
to heal (Luke 6:19; Mark 5:30; Luke 8:46).
Jesus not only healed and cast out demons, but also had direct power over nature.
When the disciples were frightened on a boat, He “rebuked the winds and the
waves, and it was completely calm” (Matthew 8:26). When thousands were
following him without food, He fed them miraculously (Matthew 14:20-21).
The New Testament teaching that salvation is possible through Jesus Christ alone
would also have serious implications for Jewish readers. The Old Testament
teaches that God is the only source of salvation. For instance, Psalm 62 teaches
that “My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him. He alone is
my rock and my salvation.” How then does one explain the numerous references
claiming Jesus to be the source of salvation? Matthew points out that Mary will
call her son Jesus because he will save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21).
Jesus declares of himself that “God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through Him (Jn. 3:17).” There are also
instances where Jesus directly forgives the sins of individuals, thus attracting
hostile attention from the Jews (Luke 7:47-49; Mark 2:5-7).
The Psalmist writes that it is the Lord God “who will redeem Israel from all its
iniquities” and that “Salvation belongs to the Lord.” John summarizes nicely when
he writes, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”

Jesus Has a Seat on God’s Throne
Our last line of argument for the deity of Jesus Christ refers to his claim to have a
place on the very throne of God. From this throne, Jesus rules over creation and
will judge all of humanity. He literally possesses all authority to rule.
Jesus made this claim clear during His questioning by the high priest Caiaphas

the night of his capture. Caiaphas asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?” (Mark 14:61) If Jesus wasn’t God, this would have been a great
opportunity for Him to clear up any misconceptions. But instead of denying His
divinity, Jesus says “I am,” admitting to being God’s unique Son, and goes on to
say, “you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). The high priest’s response was
dramatic; he tore his clothes and declared that those present had heard
blasphemy from the lips of Jesus. They understood that Jesus was making a direct
claim to being God, for only God could sit on the throne of the mighty one.
In His response to the high priest, Jesus draws from a number of Old Testament
passages. The book of Daniel describes this “Son of Man” as having an everlasting
dominion that will never be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14). The passage adds that the
Son of Man has been given authority to rule over all people and nations, and that
men of every language will worship him. He is also described as coming with the
clouds of heaven, imagery that is used a number of times in the Old Testament to
indicate divine presence. Exodus describes a pillar of cloud that designated God’s
proximity to the Jews, while the book of Psalms and the prophet Isaiah both
picture God riding on clouds in the heavens (Psalm 104:3; Isaiah 19:1). The point
here is that Jesus is connecting Himself to this “Son of Man” who will sit at the
right hand of the Father, have everlasting dominion and authority, and will be
worshipped by all men. This kind of language can only be used to describe God.
The New Testament makes it clear that there is nothing not under the authority
and power of Jesus. John writes that the Father put all things under His power
(John 13:3). Paul adds that the Father seated Jesus at His right hand in the
heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and
above every name that is named (Ephesians 1:20-21). Jesus sits on the judgment
seat, He sent the Holy Spirit, He forgives sinners, and is our perfect eternal high
priest (2 Corinthians 5:10; Acts 2:33; 7:59-60; Hebrews 7-10).
The New Testament provides multiple lines of evidence to make the case that

Jesus is God. The only question remaining is whether or not we will worship him
as a full member of the triune Godhead, the only eternal, self-existing, creator
God of the universe.
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