“Is Magic: The Gathering’ OK For
Kids?”
written by Sue Bohlin
This article has been removed while we research this topic again.

“What’s a Biblical Description of
Witchcraft?”
written by Sue Bohlin
I was just curious if the Bible has any description of what witchcraft is or
what characteristics of a person make them a witch?
First of all, here are the biblical references to witchcraft and other occult
practices:
DEUTERONOMY 18:9-14
When you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you, you shall not learn
to imitate the detestable things of those nations.
There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter
pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or
one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium,
or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.
For whoever does these things is detestable to the LORD; and because of these

detestable things the LORD your God will drive them out before you.
You shall be blameless before the LORD your God.
For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice
witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you
to do so.
LEVITICUS 19:26-28,31
You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor practice divination or soothsaying.
You shall not round off the side-growth of your heads nor harm the edges of your
beard.
You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead nor make any tattoo marks
on yourselves: I am the LORD.
Do not turn to mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them. I
am the LORD your God.
In her excellent book Lord, Is It Warfare?, Kay Arthur provides this glossary of
terms used in these passages:
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN DEUTERONOMY 18:9-14 AND LEVITICUS
19:26-28,31
1. Casts spell: the act of charming; “tying up” a person through magic; used in
the sense of binding with a charm consisting of words of occult power.
2. Divination: the act of divining sorcery; soothsaying; pagan contrast to true
prophecy or prophesying; man’s attempt to know and control the world and future
apart from the true God using means other than human; foretelling or foreseeing
the future or discovering hidden knowledge through reading omens, dreams,
using lots, astrology, or necromancy.
3. Interpret omens: a type of divination; seeking insight or knowledge through
signs or events.

4. Medium: necromancer; one who foretells events or gains information by
conversing with spirits of the dead; conjurer.
5. Necromancer: one who calls up the dead; medium.
6. Spiritist: familiar spirit; one who has esoteric knowledge through non-human
means; diviner.
7. Soothsaying: witchcraft; observing clouds for augury; foretelling future events
with supernatural power but not divine power; interpreting dreams; revealing
secrets.
8. Sorcerer: magician; conjurer; enchanter; one who practices magic arts,
sorcery, charms, with an intent to do harm or to delude or pervert the mind; one
who claims to have supernatural power or knowledge through (evil) spirits.
9. Witchcraft: soothsaying; practice of witches; the use of formulas and
incantations to practice sorcery; act of producing extraordinary effects by the
invocation or aid of demons; the use of magic arts, spells, or charms.
Hope this helps!
Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

Goddess Worship – A Christian

View
written by Russ Wise
“The goddess, or Great Mother, has existed since the beginning of time . . . it is
out of the primordial depths of her womb that the Universe and all life is born.”
—Morwyn, Secrets of a Witch’s Coven
Reverence for the goddess is becoming prevalent in our day. The goddess is
embraced by witchcraft, radical feminism, the occult, and the liberal church. The
New Age that is about to dawn upon us will be, according to the occult world, a
feminine age. Likewise, those who hold this view believe that this current,
masculine age has been an age of destruction and broken relationships among
humanity. The New Age with its feminine energies will bring balance to the
destructive aspects of the Piscean Age.
Rosemary Radford Ruether, in her book Womanguides: Readings Toward a
Feminist Theology, states that
It is to the women that we look for salvation in the healing and restorative
waters of Aquarius. It is to such a New Age that we look now with hope as the
present age of masculism succeeds in destroying itself.
According to Starhawk, a feminist and a practicing witch,
The symbolism of the Goddess is not a parallel structure to the symbolism of
God the Father. The goddess does not rule the world; She is the world.(1)
In order for this feminine age to come into full fruition, a shift in consciousness
must take place in the world. This shift in thinking and perception of reality will
bring forth the goddess.(2)
According to those who believe in the Great Goddess, Europe was once inhabited

by a matriarchal, egalitarian society. Europeans, they claim, worshipped a
matrifocal, sedentary, peaceful, art- loving goddess 5,000 to 25,000 years before
the rise of the first male-oriented religion. They maintain that this egalitarian
culture was overrun and destroyed by a semi-nomadic, horse-riding, IndoEuropean group of invaders who were patrifocal, mobile, warlike, and indifferent
to art.(3)
These Indo-European invaders considered themselves to be superior to the
peaceful and art-loving goddess worshippers because of their superior military
ability. The matriarchal religion of these early settlers was eventually assimilated
into the patriarchal religion of the invaders. As these invaders imposed their
patriarchal culture on the conquered peoples, rapes(4) and myths about male
warriors killing serpents (symbols of the goddess worshippers) appeared for the
first time. As the assimilation of cultures continued, the Great Goddess
fragmented into many lesser goddesses.
According to Merlin Stone, author of When God Was a Woman, the
disenthronement of the Great Goddess, begun by the Indo-European invaders,
was finally accomplished by the Hebrew, Christian, and Moslem religions that
arose later.(5) The male deity took the prominent place. The female goddesses
faded into the background, and women in society followed suit.(6)

The Goddess and Witchcraft
In the world of witchcraft the goddess is the giver of life. Jean Shinoda Bolen,
M.D., in her book Goddesses in Everywoman, has this to say about the goddess:
The Great Goddess was worshipped as the feminine life force deeply connected
to nature and fertility, responsible both for creating life and for destroying
life.(7)
Bolen goes on to say that “the Great Goddess was regarded as immortal,

changeless, and omnipotent” prior to the coming of Christianity. For witches, the
goddess is the earth itself. Mother Earth, or Gaia, as the goddess is known in
occult circles, is an evolving being, as is all of nature. Starhawk, in her bestselling book The Spiral Dance, says that “the model of the Goddess, who is
immanent in nature, fosters respect for the sacredness of all living things.
Witchcraft can be seen as a religion of ecology. Its goal is harmony with nature,
so that life may not just survive, but thrive.”(8)
The witch views Gaia, or Mother Earth, as a biosystem. She attributes
consciousness to the earth and believes it to be spiritual as well. In other words,
Gaia is a living and evolving being that has a spiritual destiny.
The environmental movement of our day is greatly influenced by those who
practice witchcraft or hold neo-pagan beliefs. Witchcraft is an attempt to
reintroduce the sacred aspect of the earth that was, according to its practitioners,
destroyed by the Christian world. The goddess is, therefore, a direct affront
against the male-dominated religion of the Hebrew God.
Christianity teaches that God is transcendent, is separate from nature, and is
represented to humankind through masculine imagery. Witchcraft holds a
pantheistic view of God. God is nature, therefore God is in all things and all things
are a part of God. However, this God is in actuality a goddess.
A fundamental belief in witchcraft is the idea that the goddess predates the male
God. The goddess is the giver of all life and is found in all of creation. “The
importance of the Goddess symbol for women cannot be overstressed. The image
of the Goddess inspires women to see ourselves as divine, our bodies as sacred,
the changing phases of our lives as holy, our aggression as healthy, and our anger
as purifying. Through the Goddess, we can discover our strength, enlighten our
minds, own our bodies, and celebrate our emotions.”(9)
For Betty Sue Flowers, a University of Texas English professor, the women’s
spirituality movement is the answer to the male-oriented religion of Christianity.

At the International Conference on Women’s Spirituality in Austin, Texas, Flowers
stated that
The goddess is a metaphor that reminds us of the female side of spirituality.
Metaphors are important. You can’t know God directly. You can only know
images of God, and each image or metaphor is a door. Some doors are open and
others are closed. A door that is only male is only half open.(10)

The Goddess and Feminism
For many in the feminist world, the goddess is an object of worship. Those in the
women’s spirituality movement “reject what they call the patriarchal JudeoChristian tradition, deploring sexist language, predominantly masculine imagery
and largely male leadership.”(11)
According to a Wall Street Journal article by Sonia L. Nazario, “women first
wanted to apply feminism to political and economic realms, then to their families.
Now, they want it in their spiritual lives.”(12)
To understand fully the implications of the women’s spirituality movement, one
only needs to read the current literature on the subject. The editors of the book
Radical Feminism state that “political institutions such as religion, because they
are based on philosophies of hierarchical orders and reinforce male oppression of
females, must be destroyed.”
The radical feminist believes that the traditional church must be dismantled.
Naomi Goldenberg, in her book Changing of the Gods, states that “the feminist
movement in Western culture is engaged in the slow execution of Christ and
Yahweh. . . . It is likely that as we watch Christ and Yahweh tumble to the ground,
we will completely outgrow the need for an external God.”(13) The deity that
many in the feminist camp are searching for takes on the form of a goddess. Some
in the goddess movement, according to a Wall Street Journal article, “pray for the

time when science will make men unnecessary for procreation.”(14) The radical
feminist sees the goddess movement as a spiritual outlet for her long-held beliefs.
Mark Muesse, an assistant professor of religious studies at Rhodes College,
agrees that “some feminist Christians push for changes ranging from the
ordination of women and the generic, non-sexual terms for God and humanity to
overhauling the very theology.”(15)
Perhaps the most descriptive word for the feminist movement is “transformation.”
Catherine Keller, associate professor of theology at Xavier University says in her
essay “Feminism and the New Paradigm” that “the global feminist movement is
bringing about the end of patriarchy, the eclipse of the politics of separation, and
the beginning of a new era modeled on the dynamic, holistic paradigm. Radical
feminists envision that era, and the long process leading toward it, as a
comprehensive transformation.”
Another aspect of this transformation is the blending of the sexes. The feminist
movement seeks a common mold for all of humanity. Jungian psychotherapist
John Weir Perry believes that we must find our individuality by discovering
androgyny. He states, “To reach a new consensus, we have to avoid falling back
into stereotypes, and that requires truly developing our individuality. It is an
ongoing work of self-realization and self-actualization. For men it means growing
into their native maleness and balancing it with their femaleness. For women, it’s
the same–growing into their full womanhood, and that includes their masculine
side.”(16)
This process sounds more like androgyny or sameness than it does individuality.
This paradigm-shift is nothing less than the reordering of man’s understanding of
God, a shift in thinking of God through predominantly masculine imagery to
seeing and experiencing God as a goddess, the mother of life.

The Goddess and the Occult
In the world of the occult, also known as the New Age, the goddess is believed to
be resident within the individual and simply needs to be awakened. In other
words, the individual is inherently divine. Starhawk, a witch who works with the
Catholic priest Matthew Fox at his Institute of Creation Spirituality, says that an
individual can awaken the goddess by invoking or inviting her presence. Starhawk
tells us that “to invoke the Goddess is to awaken the Goddess within, to become . .
. that aspect we invoke. An invocation channels power through a visualized image
of Divinity.”
Starhawk continues, “We are already one with the Goddess–she has been with us
from the beginning, so fulfillment becomes . . . a matter of self-awareness. For
women, the Goddess is the symbol of the inmost self. She awakens the mind and
spirit and emotions.”(17)
Jean Shinoda Bolen, a Jungian analyst and clinical professor of psychiatry at the
University of California, answered the question, What ails our society? by saying,
“we suffer from the absence of one half of our spiritual potential–the
Goddess.”(18) Individuals who follow New Age teaching believe that the maledominated religion of this present age has done an injustice to humanity and the
ecosystem. Therefore there must be a balancing of energies. The male energies
must diminish and the feminine energies must increase in order for the goddess
to empower the individual.
The New Age of occultism promises to be an age of peace, harmony, and
tranquility, whereas the present dark age of brokenness and separation continues
to bring war, conflict, and disharmony. So it is the goddess with her feminine
aspects of unity, love, and peace that will offer a solution for mankind and
circumvent his destruction. For many in our society, this appears to be the answer
to man’s dilemma. However, an occult solution that denies Christ’s atonement for
sin cannot fully meet a Holy God’s requirement for wholeness.

For the pagan, the goddess represents life and all it has to offer. “The Goddess
religion is a conscious attempt to reshape culture.”(19) This reshaping is nothing
less than viewing man and his understanding of reality from a female-centered
perspective, the focus of which is on the Divine as female. Therefore considerable
emphasis is placed on feminine attributes, ultimately focusing on eroticism and
sexuality. “Women are clearly the catalyst for the formation of the new
spirituality. It is women above all who are in the process of reversing Genesis . . .
by validating and freeing their sexuality.”(20)
A major part of this transformative process is the empowerment of women. The
rise of the goddess is a direct assault on the foundation of Christianity. This new
spirituality affirms bisexuality, lesbianism, homosexuality, and androgyny through
the expression of transvestitism.
As this revival of the goddess continues, a growing lack of distinction between
male and female will become the norm. Jungian psychotherapist John Weir Perry
believes that “both current psychology and ancient history point to an emerging
transformation in our sense of both society and self, a transformation that
includes redefining the notion of what it means to be men and women.”(21)
The Bible clearly indicates that men and women were created as distinctive
beings, male and female. The rising occult influence in our society seeks to
undermine the biblical absolute that gives our culture stability. Once again the
Bible rings true as it states, “For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth,
and be turned aside to fables.”(22)

The Goddess and the Liberal Church
The message of the goddess has gained a hearing in the church as well. The
philosophy of the goddess is currently being taught in the classrooms of many

seminaries. Mary Daly, who considers herself to be a Christian feminist, says this
about traditional Christianity: “To put it bluntly, I propose that Christianity itself
should be castrated.”(23) The primary aim of this kind of “Christian” feminist is to
bring an end to what she perceives as male-dominated religion by castrating the
male influence from the religion.
Daly continues by saying, “I am suggesting that the idea of salvation uniquely by a
male savior perpetuates the problem of patriarchal oppression.”(24)
Rev. Susan Cady, co-author of Sophia: the Future of Feminist Spirituality and
pastor of Emmanuel United Methodist Church in Philadelphia, is one example of
the direction that Daly and others are taking the church. The authors of Sophia
state that “Sophia is a female, goddess-like figure appearing clearly in the
Scriptures of the Hebrew tradition.” Wisdom Feast, the authors’ latest book,
clearly identifies Jesus with Sophia. Sophialogy presents Sophia as a separate
goddess and Jesus as her prophet. The book takes liberty with Jesus by replacing
Him with the feminine deity Sophia.
Another example of how goddess thealogy (feminist spelling for theology) is
making its way into the liberal church is through seminars held on seminary
campuses. One such seminar, “Wisdomweaving: Woman Embodied in Faiths,” was
held at the Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University in
February of 1990. Linda Finnell, a wiccan and one of the speakers, spoke on the
subject of “Returning to the Goddess Through Dianic Witchcraft.” Two of the
keynote speakers were of a New Age persuasion. In fact, one speaker, Sr. Jose
Hobday, works with Matthew Fox and Starhawk at the Institute for Creation
Spirituality.
A growing number of churches in the United States and around the world are
embracing the New Age lie. Many churches have introduced A Course in
Miracles, Yoga, Silva Mind Control, Unity teachings, and metaphysics into their
teaching material. Some churches have taken a further step into the New Age by

hiring individuals who hold a metaphysical world view.
Whether the individual seeks the goddess through witchcraft, the feminist
movement, the New Age, or the liberal church, he or she is beginning a quest to
understand and discover the “higher self.” The higher self, often referred to as
the “god self,” is believed to be pure truth, deep wisdom. This truth or wisdom
embodies the basic lie of deification. As Christians we must learn to discern every
spirit lest we become deceived.
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UFOs and Alien Beings – A
Christian Worldview Response
written by Dr. Michael Gleghorn
Michael Gleghorn addresses issues related to reports of UFO and alien sightings.
He considers the various possible causes before closing with a biblical, Christian
perspective pointing out these reports are often presented like false gospels. At
the end of the day, even an alien cannot take away from the importance of faith in
Christ.

A Tale of Two Hypotheses
It seems that almost everyone is interested in reports of UFOs and alien
encounters. But how should these reports be understood? Where do these
“unidentified flying objects” come from and what are they? Are intelligent beings
visiting us from another planet or some other dimension? Or are UFO reports
merely a collection of hoaxes, hallucinations, and misidentified phenomena? Can
all UFO reports be adequately explained, or are there some that seem to defy all
natural explanations? These are just a few of the questions we want to consider in
this article.
First, however, it’s essential to note that most UFOs (unidentified flying objects)
become IFOs (identified flying objects). John Spencer, a British UFO researcher,
estimates that as many as 95 percent of received UFO reports “are turned into
IFOs and explained satisfactorily.”{1} For example, the report might be found to

have been a clever prank or to have some natural explanation. Planets, comets,
military aircraft, and rockets (among many others) have all been mistaken for
UFOs. But even if 99 percent of UFO reports could be satisfactorily explained,
there would still be thousands of cases that stubbornly resist all natural
explanations. These are called residual UFO reports.
If residual UFOs are not hoaxes, hallucinations, or some natural or man-made
phenomena, then what are they? Most UFO researchers hold either to the
extraterrestrial hypothesis or the interdimensional hypothesis. The
extraterrestrial hypothesis holds that technologically advanced, interplanetary
space travelers are indeed visiting our planet from somewhere else in the cosmos.
Stanton Friedman, a representative of this view, states clearly, “The evidence is
overwhelming that some UFOs are alien spacecraft.”{2}
The interdimensional hypothesis agrees “that some UFOs are real phenomena
that may exhibit physical . . . effects.”{3} However, unlike the extraterrestrial
hypothesis, this view does not believe that UFOs and alien beings come from
somewhere else in our physical universe. So where do they come from? Some
suggest that they come from some other universe of space and time. But others
believe that they come from some other dimension entirely, perhaps a spiritual
realm.{4}
How might we tell which, if either, of these two hypotheses is correct?
Astronomer and Christian apologist Dr. Hugh Ross suggests that we employ the
scientific approach known as the “process of elimination.” He writes, “Mechanics
use it to find out why the car won’t start. Doctors use it to find out why the
stomach hurts. Detectives use it to find out who stole the cash. This process can
also be used to discover what could, or could not, possibly give rise to UFO
phenomena.”{5}
So what happens if we apply this process to the extraterrestrial hypothesis?
Although quite popular here in America, there are some serious scientific

objections to this viewpoint.

The Extraterrestrial Hypothesis
In the first place, it is highly improbable that there is another planet in our
cosmos capable of supporting physical life. Dr. Ross has calculated the probability
174

of such a planet existing by natural processes alone as less than 1 in 10 . You
actually have “a much higher probability of being killed in the next second by a
failure in the second law of thermodynamics (about one chance in 1080).”{6}
Thus, apart from the supernatural creation of another suitable place for life, our
planet is almost certainly unique in its capacity to support complex biological
organisms. (See the Probe article “Are We Alone in the Universe?“) This alone
makes the extraterrestrial hypothesis extremely improbable. But it gets even
worse!
Suppose (against all statistical probability) that there is a planet with intelligent
life elsewhere in the universe. What is the likelihood that such creatures are
visiting our planet? And what sort of difficulties would they face in doing so?
Probably the greatest challenge to interstellar space travel is simply the immense
size of the universe. One group of scientists, assuming that any alien spacecraft
would likely maintain communication with either the home planet or with other
members of their traveling party, “scanned all 202 of the roughly solar-type stars
within 155 light-years of Earth. Not one intelligible signal was detected anywhere
within the vicinity of these stars.”{7} This implies that, at a minimum, E.T. would
have to travel 155 light-years just to reach earth. Unfortunately, numerous
galactic hazards would prevent traveling here in a straight line. Avoiding these
deadly hazards would increase the minimum travel distance to approximately 230
light-years.{8}
Dr. Ross estimates that “any reasonably-sized spacecraft transporting intelligent
physical beings can travel at velocities no greater than about 1 percent” of light-

speed.{9} Although this is nearly 7 million miles per hour, it would still take
about twenty-three thousand years to travel the 230 light-years to earth! Of
course, a lot can go wrong in twenty-three thousand years. The aliens might run
out of food or fuel. Their spacecraft might be damaged beyond repair by space
debris. They might be destroyed by a contagious epidemic. The mind reels at the
overwhelming improbability of successfully completing such a multi-generational
mission.
In light of these facts, it doesn’t appear that the extraterrestrial hypothesis can
reasonably survive the process of elimination. Does the interdimensional
hypothesis fare any better? A growing number of serious UFO researchers believe
it can. Let’s take a look.

The Interdimensional Hypothesis
The interdimensional hypothesis holds that residual UFOs “enter the physical
dimensions of the universe from ‘outside’ the four familiar dimensions of length,
height, width, and time.”{10} Where do they come from? Some believe that they
come from another physical universe of space and time. But this does not seem
possible. General relativity forbids “the space-time dimensions of any other
hypothetically existing universe” from overlapping with our own.{11} For this
reason, many researchers believe that residual UFOs must come from some other
dimension entirely, perhaps even a spiritual realm.
What evidence can be offered for such a bold hypothesis? Many point to the
strange behavior of residual UFOs themselves. Hugh Ross contends that residual
UFOs “must be nonphysical because they disobey firmly established physical
laws.”{12} Among the many examples that he offers in support of this statement,
consider the following:{13}
1. Residual UFOs generate no sonic booms when they break the sound
barrier, nor do they show any evidence of meeting with air resistance.

2. They make impossibly sharp turns and sudden stops.
3. They send no detectable electromagnetic signals.
For example, “relative to the number of potential observers, ten times as many
sightings occur at 3:00 A.M (a time when few people are out) as at either 6:00
A.M. or 8:00 P.M. (times when many people are outside in the dark).”{14} If
residual UFOs were simply random events, then we would expect more sightings
when there are more potential observers. The fact that these events are
nonrandom may suggest some sort of intelligence behind them. This is further
supported by the fact that some people are more likely to see a residual UFO than
others. Numerous researchers have observed a correlation between an
individual’s involvement with the occult and their likelihood of having a residual
UFO encounter. This may also suggest some kind of intelligence behind these
phenomena.
Finally, residual UFOs not only appear to be nonphysical and intelligent, they
sometimes seem malevolent as well. Many of those claiming to have had a
residual UFO encounter have suffered emotional, psychological, and/or physical
injury. A few people have even died after such encounters. In light of these
strange characteristics, many researchers have reached similar conclusions about
the possible source of these phenomena.

The Occult Connection
Many serious UFO investigators have noticed a striking similarity between some
of the aliens described in UFO reports and the demonic spirits described in the
Bible. Although it may not be possible to know whether some aliens are actually
demons (and I certainly do not claim to know this myself), the well-documented
connection between UFO phenomena and the occult cannot be denied.
In 1969 Lynn Catoe served as the senior bibliographer of a publication on UFOs
researched by the Library of Congress for the U.S. Air Force Office of Scientific

Research. After a two-year investigation, in which she surveyed thousands of
documents, she drew explicit attention to the link between UFOs and the occult.
She wrote, “A large part of the available UFO literature . . . deals with subjects
like mental telepathy, automatic writing and invisible entities . . . poltergeist
manifestations and ‘possession.’ Many . . . UFO reports . . . recount alleged
incidents that are strikingly similar to demonic possession and psychic
phenomena.”{15} Veteran UFO researcher John Keel agrees. After surveying the
literature on demonology he wrote, “The manifestations and occurrences
described in this imposing literature are similar if not entirely identical to the
UFO phenomenon itself.”{16} The bizarre claim of alien abduction may lend
some credibility to these remarks.
Many (though not all) of those who report an abduction experience describe the
aliens as deceptive and hostile. Whitley Strieber, whose occult involvement
preceded the writing of both Communion and Transformation, at times explicitly
referred to his alien visitors as “demons.” For example, in Transformation he
described his emotional reaction to the aliens with these words: “I felt an
absolutely indescribable sense of menace. It was hell on earth to be there, and yet
I couldn’t move, couldn’t cry out, couldn’t get away . . . Whatever was there
seemed so monstrously ugly, so filthy and dark and sinister. Of course they were
demons. They had to be. And they were here and I couldn’t get away.”{17}
Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that abduction is often physically and
emotionally painful, Mr. Strieber tends to believe that its purpose is ultimately
benevolent. When integrated correctly, the abduction experience can provide a
catalyst for spiritual growth and development. Still, he candidly admits that he is
really not sure precisely who or what these beings actually are, and he continues
to warn that many of them are indeed hostile and malevolent.{18} In light of this,
one can’t help wondering about the experiences related in Mr. Strieber’s books. If
his encounters with aliens were not merely hallucinatory, or due to some mental
disorder, isn’t it at least possible that his sinister visitors really were demons? As
noted above, many UFO investigators would indeed consider this (or something

very much like it) a genuine possibility.

Another Gospel?
In his letter to the Galatians the Apostle Paul delivered a stirring indictment
against every gospel but that of Christ. “But even though we, or an angel from
heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to
you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is
preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be
accursed” (1:8-9). Evidently, the purity of the gospel was deeply important to
Paul.
In today’s pluralistic society a variety of gospels are being preached. And among
the great throng of voices clamoring for our attention are many UFO cults. Since
the 1950s a number of these cults have arisen, often around a charismatic leader
who claims to be in regular contact with otherworldly beings. Interestingly, unlike
the abduction phenomenon, most contactees do not claim to have ever seen the
aliens with whom they communicate. Rather, they claim that the aliens
communicate with them psychically or telepathically. The contactee is simply a
channel, or medium, through whom the aliens communicate their messages to
humankind. This method of contact is rather intriguing for those who favor the
interdimensional hypothesis. As John Saliba observes, “Many contactees . . . write
about UFOs and space beings as if these were psychic phenomena, belonging to a
different time/space dimension that lies beyond the scope . . . of modern
science.”{19}
So what sort of messages do the aliens allegedly communicate to contactees?
Often they want to help guide us to the next stage of our spiritual evolution or
give us advice that will help us avoid some global catastrophe. Strangely,
however, many of them also want to deny or distort traditional doctrines of
biblical Christianity. Oftentimes these denials and distortions concern the
doctrine of Christ. For example, the Aetherius Society “views Jesus Christ as an

advanced alien being . . . who communicates through a channel and travels to
Earth in a flying saucer to protect Earth from evil forces.”{20} As a general rule,
“UFO religions . . . reject orthodox Christology (Jesus’ identity as both God and
man) and thus reject Jesus Christ as the . . . Creator and . . . Savior of
humankind.”{21}
A deficient Christology, combined with an acceptance of biblically forbidden
occult practices like mediumistic channeling (see Lev. 19:31; Deut. 18:10-12;
etc.), make many UFO cults spiritually dangerous. By preaching a false gospel,
they have (perhaps unwittingly) placed themselves under a divine curse. By
embracing occult practices, they have opened the door to potential demonic
attack and deception. Nevertheless, there is hope for those involved with these
cults. There is even hope for those tormented by hostile beings claiming to be
aliens. The Bible tells us that through His work on the cross, Jesus disarmed the
demonic rulers and authorities (Col. 2:15). What’s more, for those who flee to Him
for refuge, He makes available the “full armor of God,” that they might “stand
firm against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). Regardless of who or what
these alien beings might be, no one need live in fear of them. If Jesus has
triumphed over the realm of evil demonic spirits, then certainly no alien can stand
against Him. Let those who live in fear turn to Jesus, for He offers rest to all who
are weary and heavy-laden (Matt. 11:28).
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The World of the Occult : A
Christian Worldview Perspective
written by Dr. Patrick Zukeran

Occult Overview
In a popular TV show, the heroine calls upon spirits, spells, and magic to defeat
demonic beings. In another show, teen-age witches use their white magic to
defeat evil warlocks and spirits. Such popular shows deal with the world of the
occult. The occult has thrived since the beginning of civilization. Throughout the
Old and New Testaments, the prophets of God confronted the problem of the
occult.
The term occult is derived from the Latin word “occultus,” which means to cover
up, hide, or those things which are hidden or secret. A brief definition of the
occult is the practice of attaining supernatural knowledge or powers apart from
the God of the Bible. Through these practices occultists seek to influence the

present or future circumstances, of their lives or the lives of others.
Why is there such an interest in the occult? Experts point to several factors. The
first is disillusionment with the church and organized religion. The second factor
is curiosity. There is an attraction to the occult that appeals to our interest in the
unseen. Many begin with “harmless” dabbling, but this can often lead to more.
Third, there is the quest for power. People want control over the future, spirits, or
over other individuals.
There are three primary categories of the occult world: divination, magick, and
spiritism. Divination is the attempt to foretell the future and thereby shape our
lives accordingly. The divination arts include astrology, zodiac charts, crystal
balls, tarot cards, palm reading, psychics, numerology, and horoscopes.
The second category is magick or paganism. Those in magick attempt to control
the present by ceremonies, charms, and spells. The magick arts include
witchcraft, white magic, black magic, sorcery, Satanism, black mass, and witch
doctors.
Then there is spiritism. Those involved in spiritism attempt to communicate with
the dead and receive information or help from them. Spiritism involves ouija
boards, sances, necromancy, and ghosts.
The world of the occult not only brings a false message, but a dangerous one as
well. Experiences with the occult drive us away from God and bring us into
contact with the demonic realm. Jesus said the Devil is “a liar and the father of
lies.” (John 8:44) In dealing with the demonic, you cannot expect them to deal in
truth. The Devil and his legion only seek to “steal, kill, and destroy.” (John 10:10)
For this reason, Deuteronomy 18 labels the practices of witchcraft, sorcery,
divination, and necromancy as detestable to the Lord. It was these practices that
brought judgment on the Canaanites and expelled them from the land. God did
not want such teachings to infiltrate any culture. The church must not only
present the danger of the occult, but the message of life and victory found in

Jesus Christ over the principalities of darkness.

Dangers of the Occult
“What’s wrong with joining the Vampire Club or attending a sance?” your child
may ask. For some, exposure to the occult via fantasy games, the media, or music
may lead to greater involvement in a dangerous world.
The primary danger of the occult is that it is a path away from God that can bring
us into contact with the demonic realm. The demonic forces seek to deceive and
destroy individuals. Therefore, contact with the demonic breeds numerous
problems.
First, cult experts and psychologists have documented the connection between
occult involvement and psychological and emotional disorders. Participants spend
numerous hours studying, practicing, and playing games that involve conjuring
demons, sacrificing creatures in cruel rituals, controlling sinister forces, and
casting spells to disable and kill their enemies. This can affect a person’s spiritual,
mental, and emotional state.
Second, there is the danger of spirit possession. The occult arts often require one
to empty one’s mind and invite foreign spirits to control his or her intellect and
body. For example, in operating a ouija board, participants are asked to empty
their minds to allow other forces to guide them as they attempt to attain
messages. In other games, participants are encouraged to call upon a spirit being
to help guide them. These techniques open the door for spirit possession.
Third, there is the danger of violence to oneself and others. Many cases of
violence and suicides are connected to the occult. Dr. Thomas Redecki, a
psychiatrist and chairman of the National Coalition on Television Violence, has
given expert testimony at a number of murder trials that were connected to
fantasy role-playing games. He states, “I’ve found multiple instances of attitudes,
values and perceptions of reality that were strongly influenced by an immersion in

these games. When someone spends 15 to 30 hours a week dreaming of how to go
out and kill your opponents and steal treasure, it’s not surprising that the desire
to act it out in real life occurs.”{1}
Real cases include the famous black occultist Aleister Crowley. He ended up in an
insane asylum for six months after attempting to conjure up the Devil. Not only
that, his children died and his wives went insane or drank themselves to
death.{2} In Florida, a group of three teenagers were charged with bludgeoning
to death the parents of a fourth girl in their group. These teenagers were involved
in the fantasy role-playing game Vampire.{3}
There is no benefit that comes from dabbling in the occult. God’s Word tells us to
avoid the occult because it can be addicting and harmful. Instead, Philippians 4
says to spend our time dwelling on what is true, noble, right, pure, admirable, and
praiseworthy. What we focus on affects our actions and outlook on life. Therefore,
we should dwell on what builds the mind, body, and spirit.

Investigating Occult Phenomena
Can seers foretell future events? Can mediums really talk to the dead? How do
you explain psychic phenomenon? Dealing with the occult calls for a balanced
approach. The biblical worldview acknowledges both the physical and spiritual
realms. There are physical beings but also spiritual beings of good and evil. We
cannot ignore the supernatural, but we should not be obsessed with it either. C.S.
Lewis commented, “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race
can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to
believe, and to feel an unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally
pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same
delight.”{4} Lewis’ call, as well as ours, is for a balanced approach.
There are numerous claims of supernatural occurrences in the occult world.
However, not all occult phenomena should be attributed to the supernatural.

There have been cases where people have quickly attributed unexplained events
to the demonic, only to later discover other natural explanations. This often
causes embarrassment and hurts the individual or group’s credibility. We must be
careful to investigate all possible explanations.
Most occult phenomena are mere trickery. Techniques such as sleight of hand,
physical or mechanical deception, luck or mathematical probability, and body
reading can explain many accounts. For example, Jewish psychic Uri Geller was
believed to have supernatural powers such as the ability to move or bend objects
from a distance with his mind. He even managed to fool scientists with his feats.
However, his alleged powers were eventually shown to be false when magician
James Randi performed the same feats, exposing the charlatan’s tricks.
Other phenomena can be attributed to psychological factors. For example,
someone demonstrating many personalities and speaking in different voices may
have a multiple personality disorder that should be treated with medication.
Unusual changes in personality or the fear of objects or names may be due to
some kind of chemical imbalance. One should be careful and investigate these
possibilities before concluding occult powers at work or demon possession.
The fourth explanation can be attributed to our sin nature. James 1:14 states, “but
each one is tempted when, by his own desire, he is dragged away and enticed.
Then after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full-grown,
gives birth to death.” Too often Christians are quick to attribute bad habits and
conflicts to the demonic and fail to take responsibility for their actions. For
example, addiction to pornography is the result of yielding to our sin nature, not
necessarily satanic activity.
Before ascribing events and difficulties to the demonic realm, we must first
determine if it is consistent with demonic activity as described in the Bible and
cannot be explained naturally. Then we can consider the possibility that it is
demonic.

Witnessing to Those in the Occult
What should you do if you discover a friend or child involved in the occult? In
witnessing to occultists, we must understand that they view Christians as
intolerant and mean-spirited. They feel misunderstood, and quick condemnation
often causes the person to retreat and delve further into the occult. Many people
enter occult organizations because the church and their peers have rejected
them. So, in witnessing, we must remember to be firm, but loving and sensitive as
well.
I remember one situation at a Six Flags amusement park. While waiting in line,
two Christian men noticed a student wearing a shirt promoting a band with clear
connections to the occult. In a very condescending manner they questioned the
young boy as to why he would wear such a shirt. “I like their music,” was the
response. To which the men rebuked him harshly. Soon a short and heated
argument ensued. The boy was left feeling angry and condemned while the two
Christian men congratulated one another on a fine job of “witnessing.” Such
incidents unfortunately are too common. The first step in witnessing is
demonstrating gentleness and respect.
Second, do some research in the area so that you know what you are talking
about. People in the occult do not view their activity as dangerous and consider
others’ warnings as nave and misinformed. Therefore, being able to point to
specific examples of concern goes a lot further than generalized accusations. If
you are not able to find information, sit down and patiently listen to the person
explain why and how he got involved. As you listen, ask questions that would
cause the person to examine his beliefs. Listening always goes a long way in any
kind of witnessing.
Third, point out the danger of addiction that can be the result of spending
numerous amounts of time and money on occult activities. 1 Corinthians 6:12
warns us not to “be mastered by anything.” Addiction to the occult leads to

bondage, but God’s truth sets us free.
Fourth, know what the Bible says about the occult. Point out that the nature of
the Adversary is to deceive and destroy. God’s nature is truth and love. Dwelling
on the false teachings of the occult can distort one’s view of reality. This message
ultimately leads to ruin, while God’s truth leads to life. Share God’s message of
love and demonstrate it in your actions.
Finally, present the message of life, truth, and hope found in Christ. The occult
only offers a false message that brings destruction because the force behind it is
the father of lies. The deception of the occult leads to bondage, but truth sets you
free. In engaging the world of the occult, Christians need not be afraid for we
have authority over the demonic through Christ who triumphed over all powers
and authorities by the cross. (Colossians 1:15)

Deliverance from the Occult
If you have been dabbling in the occult or know someone who wants to come out
of it, what should you do? First, permanent deliverance and restoration begins
with a relationship with Jesus Christ. If you have not trusted Christ, receiving Him
as your Lord and Savior is the first step. When this happens, you are set free from
the Kingdom of Darkness and are now under the authority of the Kingdom of
Light. 1 Peter 2:9 states that it is Christ who “called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.”
Second, recognize and confess your sin of involvement in the occult. Then accept
God’s forgiveness by faith. 1 John 1:9 states, ‘If we confess our sin, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Third, remove all occult objects. This example was set for us in Acts 19:19-20.
Those who had come to Christ burned their objects publicly. Having occult items
around such as game boards, cards, and statues may provide a source of
temptation to return. Removing all such objects helps avoid facing that

temptation and dealing with memories.
Fourth, break off all medium contacts and occult associations. Spirit guides and
friends in the occult will encourage you to abandon your trust in Christ and return
to participating in the occult. One must courageously trust that Christ will protect
you from demonic retaliation and provide new friends who will encourage you in
the Lord.
Fifth, if you are finding the transition difficult, seek a Christian counselor with
knowledge in this area. Only a Christian counselor understands that healing
comes when we deal with not only the physical, mental, and emotional aspect, but
the spiritual as well.
Sixth, join a fellowship of Christians who will pray and care for you. Also, strive to
grow in your new walk with Jesus Christ. You have been filling your mind with the
teachings of the occult and now you must, as Paul says in Romans 12, “Be
transformed by the renewing of your mind.” This comes by filling your mind with
God’s truth and fellowshipping with Him.
In seeking deliverance from the occult, we cannot stop halfway. We must be
committed to turning from our sin and following Christ with all our heart.
Believers must heed Paul’s exhortation to put on the spiritual armor of God. In
Ephesians 6, Paul reminds us that, “Our battle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world
and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” Only Christians who come
in the authority of Christ can engage the world of the occult and those protected
by His armor can resist the Adversary and be delivered from the occult.
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The Worldview of Edgar Cayce – An
Evaluation of His Teachings from a
Biblical Perspective
written by Dr. Michael Gleghorn

The Edgar Cayce Readings
By all accounts Edgar Cayce was truly a remarkable man. Beginning in 1901 and
continuing until his death in 1945 he gave thousands of psychic readings. Broadly
speaking, these readings were of two types: health readings and life readings. The
health readings consisted of a psychic diagnosis of a patient’s physical ailments
and a prescription for how these ailments should be treated. The life readings
consisted of answers to all sorts of personal, religious, and philosophical
questions. One rather interesting aspect of these readings is the manner in which
they were given: Cayce would lie down on the couch and put himself into a trance
state resembling sleep. It was this manner of giving readings that led one of his
biographers, Jess Stearn, to refer to Cayce as “The Sleeping Prophet.”{1}

Just how accurate were these readings? Although it is impossible to verify
everything Cayce said, some contend that his accuracy rate was over ninety
percent!{2} But “with all his vaunted powers,” writes Stearn, “Cayce was a
humble man, religious, God-fearing, who read the Bible every day of his life.”{3}
Indeed, Cayce read through the entire Bible every year and regularly taught
Sunday school throughout his life. It is probably for reasons such as these that
many people believe that the worldview of the readings is generally consistent
with biblical Christianity. But is this really so? How well does the worldview of the
Edgar Cayce readings compare with that of the Bible?
Herbert Puryear writes, “The content of . . . the Edgar Cayce readings is . . .
always Christ-centered, supporting the ultimate importance of the unique work of
Jesus of Nazareth.”{4} But as I hope to demonstrate in this article, such a claim
can only be true by redefining the person and work of Jesus Christ to mean
something quite different from what the Bible teaches.
For instance Thomas Sugrue, Cayce’s earliest biographer and long-time friend,
begins his chapter on the philosophy of the readings by stating, “The system of
metaphysical thought which emerges from the readings of Edgar Cayce is a
Christianized version of the mystery religions of ancient Egypt, Chaldea, Persia,
India, and Greece.”{5} The worldview of the readings actually has much more in
common with New Age metaphysics and occult philosophy than it does with
biblical Christianity.
Although I have little doubt that, as a person, Cayce was kind and humble and
motivated by a sincere desire to help his fellow man, it obviously does not follow
that the worldview revealed in the readings is therefore true. And while I
certainly acknowledge that Cayce regularly read and taught the Bible, it by no
means follows that the philosophy of the readings is therefore biblical.

The Nature of God
According to Dr. Herbert Puryear, “More consequences for thought and action
follow from the affirmation or denial of God than from answering any other
fundamental question.”{6} It’s difficult to overestimate the importance of this
observation. Equally important, however, for those affirming the existence of God,
is the kind of God they affirm to exist.
There can be no doubt that God is of primary importance in the Edgar Cayce
readings. The readings certainly affirm the existence of God, an affirmation that
they obviously share with biblical Christianity. This being said, however, there is a
marked difference in what each source affirms about the nature of God.
Dr. Puryear writes, “The clearly articulated philosophy of the Edgar Cayce
readings is a thoroughgoing monism.”{7} The doctrine of monism claims that all
reality is of the same essence. In other words, “All is one.” Indeed, in the
introduction to his book Dr. Puryear claims that “the oneness of all force” is the
“first premise of the Edgar Cayce readings.”
What effect does this first premise have on the view of God presented in the
readings? Dr. Puryear writes, “With the premise of the oneness of all force we
affirm that God is, that He is all that is, and all that is, is God.”{8} This view is
known as pantheism. It comes from two Greek words: pan, meaning “all” or
“every,” and theos, meaning “God.” In other words pantheism, like the Edgar
Cayce readings, teaches that everything is God — a view substantially at odds
with the biblical doctrine of God. Let’s look, then, at what the Bible does say
about God.
Let’s first acknowledge that the Bible, like the Edgar Cayce readings, does indeed
affirm that God is one. Moses wrote, “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the
Lord is one!” (Deut. 6:4) But the biblical affirmation means something very
different from the doctrine of pantheism espoused in the Cayce readings. The

Bible is affirming that there is only one Lord God. It is not teaching that “All is
One,” nor that the name we should give to this all-inclusive Oneness is “God.” The
biblical view that the Lord is one is sometimes referred to as monotheism. It holds
that there is only one God — not many, as Israel’s polytheistic neighbors believed.
It also holds that God, as the Creator of all that exists (other than Himself), is not
to be identified with any created thing.{9} This view contrasts with the doctrine
of pantheism, which clearly blurs the distinction between Creator and creation.
Since the view of God presented in the Edgar Cayce readings is basically
pantheistic,{10} it is also, by virtue of this fact, clearly unbiblical. Next we’ll see
how this effects the readings’ presentations of both Christ and men.

Christ and Men
How did the view of a pantheistic God influence Cayce’s doctrines of Christ and
men?
Thomas Sugrue, in summarizing the philosophy of the readings, says that in the
beginning God “projected from Himself the cosmos and souls.”{11} Thus,
according to this view, everything that exists (including man) is somehow part of
God. Or as Cayce put it in one of his readings: “Each person is a corpuscle in the
body of that force called God.”{12}
But if the readings affirm the divinity of man, what becomes of the Christian
belief in the uniqueness of Jesus? Dr. Puryear declares, “In Jesus we are told that
God became incarnate. If we could only see clearly that Jesus’ claim for divinity is
a claim for the divinity of us all, we would understand that His relationship to God
is a pattern which all of us may and one day must attain.”{13} Thus, contrary to
the Bible, the readings do not understand Jesus’ uniqueness in terms of His being
God’s one and only Son.{14} In fact, the readings actually deny that there is any
essential difference between Jesus and the rest of humanity. All souls — yours,
mine, and Christ’s — were projected from God, and all share the same divine

essence. The Christ soul was simply the first to complete its earthly experiences
and return to God.{15} But concerned with the plight of its brother souls, the
Christ soul decided to return and help us. According to Sugrue, the Christ soul
incarnated as Enoch, Melchizedek, Joseph, Joshua, Jeshua, and finally —
Jesus!{16} As Jesus, He triumphed over death and the body and once again
returned to God, becoming “the pattern we are to follow.”{17}
How do such teachings square with the Bible? Not very well, I’m afraid. The Bible
maintains a careful distinction between God and man. God is the Creator; man is
His creature. God created man in His image (Gen. 1:27); He did not project him
from His essence. The Bible also maintains a clear distinction between Jesus and
other men. Jesus is the completely unique God-man; no other man is like Him. He
was both fully divine and fully human (John 1:1, 14). We are merely human. He
was sinless (Heb. 4:15); we are sinful (Rom. 3:23). He claimed to have come not
merely to be our example, but “to save that which was lost” (Matt. 18:11) and “to
give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). We, of course, are the lost sinners
He came to ransom and to save (Rom. 5:6-11). Thus it’s clear, even from this brief
summary, that the readings’ doctrines of Christ and men differ substantially from
those of the Bible.

Problems and Solutions
The Bible identifies man’s primary problem as sin, a state of moral corruption that
has infected our very nature. It is our sinful nature (and the sinful acts arising
from it) that is the source of so many of our problems. The Bible warns us that
“the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 3:23). Death is understood primarily as
separation. Physical death is the spirit’s separation from the body (Jas. 2:26);
spiritual death is a person’s separation from God (Eph. 2:1-7). All men are
conceived in a state of spiritual death, alienated from their Creator and in need of
reconciliation with Him (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12; 2 Cor. 5:20).
The Bible presents Jesus as the solution to our problem. It tells us that He died for

our sins and, as Divine confirmation of this fact, that He was raised for our
justification.{18} It assures us that whoever believes in Jesus will receive God’s
forgiveness and the free gift of eternal life!{19}
The Edgar Cayce readings offer a very different perspective on man’s
fundamental problem and how it should be solved. Before exploring this
perspective, however, it’s helpful to remember that the doctrine of God presented
in the readings is essentially pantheistic: God is everything and everything is
God.{20} We’ve already shown that this view is substantially different from that
of the Bible. And as Douglas Groothuis observes: “Differing descriptions of
ultimate reality lead to differing descriptions of the human problem and to
differing prescriptions for its solution.”{21} Let’s now see how the different
descriptions of God in both the Bible and the readings contribute to their different
perspectives on man’s problem and its solution.
Having declared that God “projected from Himself the cosmos and souls,”{22}
Thomas Sugrue goes on to observe: “At first there was little difference between
the consciousness of the new individual and its consciousness of identity with
God.”{23} Over time, however, there was a “gradual weakening of the link
between the two states of consciousness.”{24} Eventually, “The individual
became more concerned with . . . his own creations than God’s. This was the fall
in spirit . . .”{25}
According to Dr. Puryear, these unfortunate souls “were cutoff from an awareness
of their oneness with the whole.”{26} And while the full explanation is more
involved, the readings seem to ultimately identify this ignorance of our oneness
with God as our fundamental problem.{27} Of course, if this is so, the solution is
rather obvious: we must remember and reaffirm this inherent oneness. Dr.
Puryear claims that it is “God’s quest” to bring us back into a remembrance of our
divine heritage “and into full accord with Him.”{28}
Our summary reveals that while the readings’ perspective on man’s problem and

its solution is unique, it more strongly resembles the viewpoint of non-dualistic
Hinduism than biblical Christianity. It is important that Christians be aware of
these differences.

Death and Beyond
One of the greatest human mysteries concerns the experience of death and what
(if anything) happens afterward. The book of Hebrews declares, “it is appointed
for men to die once, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Most biblical
scholars agree that this verse leaves no room for the doctrine of reincarnation —
a doctrine explicitly affirmed in the Edgar Cayce readings. But if this is so, then
how did Cayce conclude “that an acceptance of reincarnation in no way went
against Holy Writ”?{29}
When Cayce gave his first “life reading” for Arthur Lammers, he spoke of
reincarnation as a fact.{30} On waking from his trance and being told what he
had said, Cayce was shocked. He even considered that the Devil might be trying
to trick him.{31} But after thinking the matter over, Cayce eventually concluded
that even Jesus had taught about reincarnation!{32}
In Matthew’s Gospel, immediately after the appearance of Moses and Elijah to
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, His disciples ask, “Why . . . do the scribes
say that Elijah must come first?” Jesus answers: “Elijah has come already, and
they did not know him.” But notice how the passage concludes: “Then the
disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist” (Matt. 17:10-13).
Reflecting on this passage, Cayce wondered how the disciples could draw such a
conclusion. Had they understood John to be the reincarnation of Elijah?{33} And
why did they draw this inference so quickly? Had Jesus already taught them “the
laws of reincarnation?”{34}
There are several difficulties with this position. First, the theological context of
first century Judaism was decidedly theistic — not pantheistic.{35} We should

thus be very careful before concluding that Jesus taught His disciples about
reincarnation. His statement probably meant no more than that John had come
“in the spirit and power of Elijah” – just as the angel Gabriel had said He
would.{36} Second, Jesus made His remarks after Elijah’s appearance on the
Mount of Transfiguration. But “since John had already . . . died by then, and since
Elijah still had the same name and self-consciousness, Elijah had obviously not
been reincarnated as John . . .”{37} If he had, then we should have read about
Moses and John appearing to Jesus — not Moses and Elijah! “Third, Elijah does
not fit the reincarnation model, for he did not die.”{38} The Bible tells us that he
was taken up into heaven while still alive!{39} And finally, such an interpretation
would clearly contradict the passage in Hebrews cited earlier. Thus, I think we
can safely conclude that Jesus did not teach the doctrine of reincarnation.
We’ve seen that while Edgar Cayce was a kind and humble man, the worldview of
his readings is “world’s apart” from that of the Bible. Christians must carefully
avoid being taken captive by this philosophy.{40}
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Harry Potter
written by Sue Bohlin
How should wise Christian parents look at the Harry Potter phenomenon?
Chances are your kids or grandkids are clamoring to read these incredibly bestselling books. And since only the first of the four books (out of a planned total of
seven) is out in paperback, buying these thick hardback books requires a
considerable cash outlay as well.

There is a lot to be said in favor of these books:
• They are very well-written fantasy, and a pleasure to read. Even adults enjoy
reading them to children–and to themselves. (In England, there is an edition
produced especially for adults who are embarrassed to be seen reading a
children’s book!)
• Because they are written for young boys, they captivate the imagination of
almost all children.
• They tap into the poignancy of the powerlessness of children, which is a
painful part of being young.
• They are full of real-life situations, ranging from the embarrassing to the
hurtful to the scary to the satisfying, that real-life kids experience.
• They pit good against evil, with the good guys really being the good guys.
• They are getting hundreds of thousands of kids excited about reading.
But there’s one substantial difficulty with the Harry Potter series. They make
sorcery and witchcraft enticing to the reader. And that is not consistent with a
Christian worldview, where we are called to “take every thought captive to the
obedience of Christ”{1}. God gives us very strong and clear commands about
witchcraft: it is a sin,{2} it is an abomination before God,{3} and the Old
Testament penalty for sorcery or witchcraft was death.{4} The proscription
against the practice of magic is continued in the New Testament. {5}
When Christians and other conservative people make this complaint against the
Harry Potter books, one often hears a condescending dismissal about the evils of
censorship. No mention is made of the substance of the concern with witchcraft
itself, which is a reasonable one.

Fantasy vs. Real-World
Many people impatiently respond, “But it’s fantasy! It’s only make-believe!
Nobody’s going to really believe that this stuff is true!” But the author J.K.
Rowling revealed in Newsweek that she gets “letters from children addressed to
Professor Dumbledore [headmaster at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry, the books’ setting], and it’s not a joke, begging to be let into Hogwarts,
and some of them are really sad. Because they want it to be true so badly they’ve
convinced themselves it’s true.”{6} She answers those letters herself.
I think it’s important to point out that there is an important difference between
the fantasy magic of the world of Harry Potter, and the real-world magic that is
condemned in the Bible. The fact that J.K. Rowling doesn’t believe in witchcraft
except as presented in the centuries-old British myths is important; she honestly
isn’t hoping to draw children into the world of the occult (from everything I have
read about her). Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean it won’t happen. Some people
are going to be more sensitive to the draw of the occult, just as some people’s
bodies are going to be more sensitive to alcohol. The only responsible choice for
both kinds of people is complete abstinence.
Connie Neal has written a book, What’s a Christian To Do with Harry Potter?. I
really liked the way she explains the distinction between fantasy magic and occult
(real-world) magic to kids: The magic in Harry Potter is make-believe, but the
real-world magic in our world ALL falls in the category of “Dark Arts” magic, and
those who play with it or pursue it are making themselves vulnerable to a very
real evil spirit like Lord Voldemort. There is no such thing as everyday or good
magic. Supernatural power that doesn’t come from God is all evil. Kids can
understand those kinds of boundaries.
Some people have likened the Harry Potter books to C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of
Narnia. While they are both fantasy literature, one is designed to create a thirst
for Jesus and for heaven, and the other may create a thirst for power and

manipulation. C.S. Lewis writes from a strong Christian worldview; J.K. Rowling
writes from a naturalistic worldview that includes magic as a fact of life but
excludes God. And by making witchcraft and wizardry so appealing, Harry Potter
may be an alarmingly attractive door to the occult for some readers.
Can Harry Potter Be OK?
Is it possible to read the Harry Potter books without stumbling? If one’s
discernment filter is well-exercised and in place, yes. But is it wise? That depends
on the individual–and it should definitely be a decision each parent makes for his
or her own children. If we can watch The Wizard of Oz with our kids and not
conclude that the presence of a couple of witches will send our kids into the
occult, then we can practice the same discernment about Harry Potter.
Hoping the Harry Potter phenomenon will just go away is about as practical as
wishing away Christmas. You know your child; for some children, trying to keep
them away from the books will only tempt them to read the books on the sly. In
some cases, I believe it would be wiser for a parent or teacher to intentionally use
them as a teaching tool to help develop children’s “discernment muscles.”
Just as we would never send children out to play in the street alone, it’s a
different story when we take their hands to walk them across the street, teaching
them about safety in the process. In the same way, I would suggest that handing a
Harry Potter book to a child to read on his own is the spiritual equivalent of
sending a child out to play in the street. Or worse, sending her out into a
minefield. However, it can be an invaluable experience for a parent to read the
book out loud, stopping to ask questions that will help a child recognize the
spiritual counterfeits that comprise witchcraft.
For example, there are several incidents of conjuring, where witches and wizards
wave a magic wand and instantly produce things like food for a banquet.
Conjuring is a counterfeit of the way God creates ex nihilo, out of nothing. Casting
spells, such as speaking the word “Lumos!” to make one’s magic wand become a

light source, is a counterfeit of God’s ability to speak things into existence.{7}
Bewitching cars to make them fly and ceilings to twinkle like the night sky is a
counterfeit of Christ’s ability to do miracles like walking on water and feeding the
5,000 with five loaves and two fishes. Harry’s invisibility cloak should be pointed
out as make-believe, but God is always and true-ly with us even though He’s
invisible.
Despite the witchcraft in the Harry Potter books, there are clear moral lessons
that can be discussed. Children can understand the painfulness of discrimination
as they are encouraged to think through the emotions of being despised simply
because one’s parents are non-magical Muggles. They can identify the ugliness of
arrogance and pride displayed by Harry’s Muggle family and his school
tormentor, Draco Malfoy. The author has done a magnificent job of portraying the
evil of Harry’s arch-nemesis, Lord Voldemort, and children can be encouraged to
talk about what makes evil, evil. This would provide an excellent opportunity to
teach them that God has a plan to put an end to evil forever, and He proved it by
disarming Satan at the cross.
A Final Warning
The Harry Potter books have a lot going for them, but there is potential spiritual
danger in the way they make witchcraft so appealing to some people. There is not
a clear-cut answer to this question because it is a modern-day “disputable
matter.” (See 1 Cor. 8 and Romans 14.) Some people will have freedom to read
the books and see the movie without it violating their conscience; others cannot
do that. I think it’s important for those with freedom not to boast about their
freedom or look down their noses at those who choose not to get into Harry
Potter, and it’s equally important for those who have been led to avoid Harry
Potter not to judge those who haven’t been led that way.
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“Help! I Opened Myself Up to the
Devil!”
written by Sue Bohlin
I am in need of help! When I was about fifteen years old, I was friends
with a man who at that time I did not know was a Satan worshipper. He
cut the palm of his hand, I cannot remember if he cut mine or not but, he
then rubbed our palms together and he licked the blood from his hand. I
really didn’t think much of it at that time. Now, I am thirty-seven years
old. For the past three years I have been having a lot of trouble with
people following me, putting devil symbols in my house and just a lot of
different things pertaining to the devil.
I recently remembered this blood act with this man and now recall who he
is. I recently found out that his daughter works with me and I really
believe she knows what’s going on. Although she acts totally innocent. I
need to know if there is anything I can do to stop all this evilness around
me. If you have any suggestions, please let me know.

Wow. You really do have a stronghold in your life for the evil one to exploit, don’t
you?
There is a powerful and wonderful resource that has freed thousands of people
from exactly this kind of stronghold. Neil Anderson’s book The Bondage Breaker
is excellent, and you should read the whole book, but especially Chapter 12,
called “Steps to Freedom in Christ.” It is a series of prayers that walk you through
all the places where you allowed Satan to gain a foothold in your life, and it helps
you renounce them and stop the demonic harrassment.
I hope this helps. I know it has helped SO many people in your shoes.
Let me pray for you before I send this.
Father God, I lift up ________ to you and ask that You bring complete freedom to
her through the ministry of people in the body of Christ like Neil Anderson. I pray
that You would show her exactly what she needs to do to revisit the time when
Satan gained an entrance into her heart and mind and life, and that You would
protect her from the evil one. Lord God, I pray the holy and precious Blood of
Jesus over her and ask that You do whatever it takes to allow that powerful Blood
to cleanse ________ and make her holy and pure and freed from the traps of the
enemy. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Let me know what happens, OK?
Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

Freemasonry and the Christian
Church – Are Masons Christian?
written by Russ Wise
Russ Wise intently examines the teaching and practices of freemasonry from a
Christian, biblical worldview perspective. What he finds clearly shows distinct
differences between Freemasonry and Christian doctrine and practice.

Freemasonry : Its Background and History
There are probably few subjects as shrouded in mystery and misunderstanding as
that of Freemasonry. Known under a variety of names (the Craft, the
Brotherhood, the Order, the Fraternal Order, the Lodge, etc.), Masonry has been
aligned with both the Christian church and the occult. A major problem for many
whether within the Order or without is the question of the Mason’s ultimate
allegiance. If, in fact, there is no appreciable theological difference between the
church and Freemasonry, their antagonists have no basis on which to denounce
them. However, if there are beliefs and practices in Masonry that are
incompatible with biblical Christianity, then it becomes imperative for the nonMason and Mason alike to understand the true teachings of the Lodge.
The history of the Lodge is not easily discernible. Along with those who believe
that Freemasonry had Christian beginnings are a growing number of Masonic
authors who espouse an occultic origin for the Craft. There are those who indicate
that the Craft was an outgrowth of the Ancient Mystery Schools or that it was first
associated with the Druids or the Illuminati. In order for the individual to make a
correct decision regarding Freemasonry, he must first understand the motivation
of the author.
Masonic authors Delmar Darrah, A. S. MacBride, and Melvin Johnson point out
the unreliability of many of their fellow Masonic writers. Darrah, in his book titled

History And Evolution Of Freemasonry, states that “Masons have believed the
things concerning the origin of the institution that they wanted to believe and
have gone forth and told them as facts. When links were missing, they have been
supplied by drawing upon fertile imaginations.”(1)

Christianity and the Craft
Leading Masonic authorities in the 18th and 19th centuries held a distinctively
Christian interpretation of Freemasonry. Such leaders as Rev. James Anderson,
William J. Hughan, William Hutchinson, Rev. George Oliver, and others had a
Christian view of their Craft.(2) Hutchinson, in particular, noted that Jesus Christ
was the example for the Master Mason. He stated, “The Master Mason represents
a man under the Christian doctrine saved from the grave of iniquity and raised to
the faith of salvation. As the great testimonial that we are risen from the state of
corruption, we bear the emblem of the Holy Trinity as the insignia of our vows
and of the origin of the Master’s order.”(3)

The Anti-Masonic Movement
The decade between 1826 and 1836 represented troublesome years for the
Masonic Order. After several incidents that cast a negative light on
Freemasonry,(4) a growing anti-Masonic sentiment began to emerge. As a result,
there was a mass exodus of Christians from the Lodge, thereby creating a vacuum
to be filled by those who held a non-Christian view of Masonry. During this time
Albert Pike seized the opportunity to spread and entrench his pagan
interpretation of the Craft. Pike and others began to reinterpret the symbols of
the Craft.
The paganization of the Lodge took place over several decades, but it did not
reach public awareness until the latter part of the 19th century. Even so, it was
not until the 1920s, when a large number of books began appearing in print that
claimed pagan origins for the Craft, that these efforts became widely known.

Masonic Universalism
The anti-Masonic movement dealt Freemasonry a severe blow. However, the
exodus of large numbers of Christians proved to be a stabilizing factor(5) for the
non-Christian forces of the Craft. Once the Christian majority had left the Craft,
Pike was then able to redesign it in a way that would support his pagan views.
It is interesting to note that during the very time that Pike was heavily involved in
his paganizing process, the Craft was experiencing a renewed growth in
membership from Christians. The majority of these new Christian members
represented church leadership and accepted the Christian interpretation of
Hutchinson, Oliver, Hughan, and others. Their influence, however, wasn’t enough
to offset the growing paganization of the Lodge.
Manly P. Hall, a 33rd degree Mason, was one of the early authors who claimed a
pagan origin for Freemasonry. In his book entitled The Lost Keys of Freemasonry,
he says that Freemasonry is not a material thing: it is a universal expression of
the Divine Wisdom. “The Masonic order is not a mere social organization, but is
composed of all those who have banded themselves together to learn and apply
the principles of mysticism and the occult rites.”(6)
Hall (and a host of other writers including Pike) created a pagan history for
Freemasonry that would later take root and grow to become the accepted
understanding of Masonic origins. As this new interpretation took hold in the
minds of the membership, Christianity was being all but eradicated from the
Craft. It became unthinkable to mention the name of Christ or to pray in the name
of Jesus. The Craft was set firmly on the ground of “universalism.”
The primary standard for membership was, and continues to be, that the
candidate believe in “God.” This god could be Krishna, Buddha, Allah, or any
other god, but Jesus Christ is not to be considered anything more than their
equal.

This universalist, or inclusive, idea about God has opened the door for every false
deity to have a place within the Lodge. Hall makes his universalist orientation
unmistakable by stating, “The true disciple of Masonry has given up forever the
worship of personalities. With his greater insight, he realizes that all forms . . .
are of no importance to him compared to the life which is evolving within.”(7)
Hall adds to his belief in universalism by stating that “the true Mason is not
creed-bound. He realizes with the divine illumination of his lodge that as a Mason
his religion must be universal: Christ, Buddha, or Mohammed, the name means
little, for he recognizes only the light and not the bearer.”(8) So, for the Mason,
God is not a personal being, but an impersonal force, an energy that has no
substance.
The Mason who is a Christian is put in a very difficult position. Although his
Fraternal Order supported his Christianity in its early years, it now no longer
allows for it as there is no question about the pagan orientation of Freemasonry in
our day. Therefore, the Mason must ask himself whether he can, in good faith,
remain a part of an organization that devalues the God of Christianity.

Freemasonry as a Religion
As the evolution of modern Freemasonry took place over a period of several
hundred years, it continued to be influenced by those who held an occultic
worldview. For them, the Craft was a revival of the ancient mysteries.
Albert Pike, the noted Masonic scholar, said that “it is the universal, eternal,
immutable religion, such as God planted it in the heart of universal humanity.”(9)
Pike’s statement is a good example of Masonic double speak. The Christian can
interpret what is said as being in reference to the personal God of Christianity
who created the universe. However, when one takes Pike’s statement together
with the balance of his worldview it becomes apparent that he is referring to the
impersonal god of Freemasonry as mentioned earlier.

Pike, in his book Morals and Dogma, says this about religion and Freemasonry:
“Every Masonic Lodge is a temple of religion; and its teachings are instruction in
religion.”(10) According to the modern day interpreters of Masonry, it has now
taken its logical place as the unifier of all religions. One such interpreter, Foster
Bailey, an occultist and a 32nd degree Mason, said that “Masonry is the
descendant of a divinely imparted religion” that antedates the prime date of
creation. Bailey goes on to say that “Masonry is all that remains to us of the first
world religion” which flourished in ancient times. “It was the first unified world
religion. Today we are working again towards a world universal religion.”(11)
In other words, Freemasonry has its roots in the same sources as the mystery
religions of the world that brought on the wrath of the Hebrew God of the Old
Testament. And the Craft is now preparing the way for the revival of the same
religion of the ancients.
The Mason, however, may be unaware of much of what is taught by the Lodge.
The Mason who is uninitiated in the higher degrees is deliberately deceived by his
brethren. Pike says that “truth is not for those who are unworthy.” He goes on to
say that “Masonry jealously conceals its secrets, and intentionally leads conceited
interpreters astray.”(12)
Hall put it this way: “Spiritual qualities are necessary before the real Masonic
secrets can be understood by the brethren themselves.”(13) What Hall seems to
be saying is that one must reach a certain spiritual level before he can rightly
understand the deep symbolic teachings of Freemasonry. As an example, one of
the most known symbols for Masonry is the letter “G.” Depending on whose
interpretation one chooses, this symbol may represent geometry, God, or gnosis.
A Christian would obviously interpret the symbol as God, whereas the pagan
would see it as knowledge or gnosis.
Albert Pike was even more direct when he stated, “The Blue Degrees are but the
outer court of the Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there to the initiate,

but he is intentionally misled by false interpretations. It is not intended that he
shall understand them; but it is intended that he shall imagine he understands
them. Their true explication is reserved for the Adepts, the Princes of
Masonry.”(14)
The Mason may unwittingly be a part of the Lodge thinking that it is an extension
of his Christian faith, when in fact it may be a “Trojan horse,” allowing another
god into his soul.

The Masonic God
The god of Freemasonry and the God of the Bible are not one and the same. There
is a great difference between the two concepts of God. The Masonic god, “The
Great Architect of the Universe” (G.A.O.T.U), is believed to be above all other
gods.
According to Albert Pike, all people, regardless of their spiritual orientation, can
unite under the “Grand Artificer of the Universe.” The Masonic god is all-inclusive
and all-embracing. All potential Masons must acknowledge a “God” in order to
gain membership in the Lodge, but there is no definite criteria regarding which
“God” is implied or what “God” is acceptable.
Pike states that Masonry is the unifier of all religions and that “the Christian, the
Hebrew, the Moslem, the Brahmin, the followers of Confucius and Zoroaster, can
assemble as brethren and unite in prayer to the one God who is above all the
Baalim.”(15) In other words, the biblical God is reduced to the level of all the
other gods and at the same time rendered as equal with the false gods of those
religions. Therefore, Christianity is stripped of its uniqueness as the one true
religion that offers humanity its only hope for salvation.
This universal god of Freemasonry is believed by many within the Lodge to be the
God of the Bible, but this god is not the triune God of the Christian faith.
Freemasonry purposefully diminishes the co-equal and co-eternal status of Jesus

Christ and the Holy Spirit. That is, the second and third Persons of the Trinity are
placed below God the Father, disallowing the triune nature of the biblical God.
The Masonic god is clearly given a greater position among all other “gods.” Albert
Pike spoke of “God as being One; Unapproachable, Single, Eternal and
Unchanging. . . . There is but one God, infinite and incomprehensible, to whom no
human attribute can be properly assigned, even when imagined to be
infinite.”(16) Therefore, according to Pike, the god of Freemasonry is “Single” in
nature and not the triune God of the Bible. Likewise, the Masonic god is
unapproachable. He is not a personality that cares for his creation, he is a force a
principle.
Manly P. Hall, a 33rd degree Mason, refers to God as being the “Life Principle”
that lies within all living things. In a passage quoted earlier, Hall stated, “The true
disciple of ancient Masonry has given up forever the worship of personalities.
With his greater insight, he realizes that all forms . . . are of no importance to him
compared to the life which is evolving within.”(17) Hall reveals in this passage
that
• The god of Freemasonry is a force resident within all living things, and
• The religion of the Craft is pantheism.
On the other hand, the God of Christianity is transcendent and only becomes
resident within the human family, and then only when He is invited to do so. In
Masonry, Jesus Christ is not accepted as being “One” with the Father and is not
looked to for salvation.
Jesus made his Father’s requirements very clear: “It is written, You shall worship
the Lord your God and serve Him only'” (Luke 4:8). The Father says that “you
shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him . . . you shall not
follow other gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, for the Lord

your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; otherwise the anger of the Lord
your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe you off the face of the
earth” (Deut. 6:13-15).
The Mason who professes to be a Christian must decide whom he will serve: the
God of the Bible or the god of Freemasonry. He cannot serve them both.

The Masonic Jesus
The central question that every Christian Mason must ask himself is “Who is Jesus
Christ according to the Lodge?” Earlier we saw that Albert Pike was greatly
influenced by the occult and that he was responsible for the rewriting of the
rituals for all the degree work beyond that of Master Mason.
Because of Pike’s influence, Freemasonry has adopted a universalist approach
toward divinity. According to Jim Shaw, a 33rd degree Mason who left the Lodge,
Masonry teaches that “Jesus was just a man. He was one of the exemplars,’ one of
the great men of the past, but not divine and certainly not the only means of
redemption of lost mankind. He was on a level with other great men of the past
like Aristotle, Plato, Pythagoras and Mohammed. His life and legend were no
different from that of Krishna, the Hindu god. He is the son of Joseph,’ not the
Son of God.”(18)
Jesus Christ is not to be looked upon as God incarnate, or as the Savior of
humanity, but He is to be considered as no different than any other great spiritual
leader or guru. To follow through with this conclusion, the Lodge does not permit
the name of Jesus or Christ to be used in any of its prayers or rituals.
As an example, when Scripture is used in rituals the name of Jesus or Christ is
omitted lest it offend someone. In essence, the Lodge has rewritten Scripture to
suit its own end. The Bible is clear in its warning that God’s Word is not to be
changed or tampered with. Deuteronomy 4:2 says, “You shall not add to the word
which I am commanding you, nor take away from it.”

Masonic prayers are not to include the name of Jesus Christ, but they are to refer
to the Great Architect of the Universe. The Maryland Master Mason magazine
offered this statement concerning prayer in the Lodge: “All prayers in Mason
lodges should be directed to the one deity to whom all Masons refer to as the
Grand Architect of the Universe.”(19)
For the Christian, this idea should cause some real concern. The Bible is clear
regarding what Jesus says to those who are ashamed of the Son. “Everyone
therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My
Father who is in heaven. But whoever shall deny Me before men, I will also deny
him before My Father who is in heaven.”(20)
The biblical Jesus does not allow for the bias of Freemasonry when it comes to
receiving His proper place of reverence and worship. In short, Jesus does not
seem to be as tolerant as the Mason when it comes to His divine authority.
The Bible gives us further instruction regarding our response to the Christian
faith. “And Jesus came up to them, saying, All authority has been given me in
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you'” (Matt. 28: 18-20).
The Mason is thus faced with the choice of whom he will serve: Jesus, the Savior
of his soul, or the tolerant god of Freemasonry who leads him to destruction.

Masonic Light and Darkness
“Freemasons are emphatically called the Sons of Light, because they are in
possession of the true meaning of the symbol; while the profane or uninitiated
who have not received this knowledge are said to be in darkness.”(21) In other
words, the Mason has been delivered from the darkness into the light and is
elevated above those who have not received the initiation into the degrees and
mysteries of Freemasonry.

The “profane” individual, or the non-Mason, remains in darkness and is in need of
light. The Mason, after being enlightened, continues to be in need of more light. It
seems that the Mason never comes to fully understand his Craft and all that it
means. However, as the Mason gains more light and understanding of the various
symbols representing each degree, he becomes more aware of its different
meanings. Albert Pike, the Masonic scholar, speaks of this deception, “Masonry
conceals its secrets from all except Adepts and Sages, or the Elect, and uses false
explanations and misinterpretations of its symbols to mislead those who deserve
only to be misled; to conceal the Truth, which it calls Light, from them, and to
draw them away from it. Truth is not for those who are unworthy or unable to
receive it, or would pervert it. So Masonry jealously conceals its secrets, and
intentionally leads conceited interpreters astray.”(22)
According to Pike, “Masonry is a search after light.”(23) The question that one
must ask oneself is, What is the source of this “Light” that contemporary
Freemasonry is based on? Pike goes on to tell us that the light of Masonry is
based on the Kabalah, or Jewish mysticism. For the Christian this is indeed a
difficulty, because the Christian cannot accept the occult beliefs of the mystics.
The Bible tells us that “truth” or “light” can only be found in God’s Word.
The Mason is taught that as he receives more light he grows in perfection. As he
grows in perfection, he believes that he actually increases his personal worthiness
and, in the process, gains a deeper appreciation of Masonry. This in-depth
understanding leads to a greater degree of enlightenment and enables the Mason
to feel as if he has done all he must do for acceptance into the Grand Lodge
above. This appeal to human pride is a deadly trap because we all have a sin
nature and want to feel that we have “earned” salvation and “deserve” it.
However, the Mason who professes Jesus Christ as his Lord is left in a very
difficult position by the Lodge. The Lodge considers the Christian as being
profane or unworthy to receive the “Light” of the Craft. The Mason is faced with
this dilemma: if the Lodge has the Light that mankind is looking for and if Jesus is

that Light, how is it then that Jesus is not to be mentioned in the Lodge if He is
indeed the Light of the world?(24) This idea becomes increasingly difficult when
the Christian attempts to reconcile what the Bible says regarding Jesus and what
the Craft says about the presence of Jesus in the Lodge.
Albert Pike speaks of Lucifer as the Light-bearer! “Lucifer, the Son of the
Morning! Is it he who bears the Light, and with its splendors intolerable blinds
feeble, sensual, or selfish Souls?”(25) The Bible identifies Lucifer as being Satan
and an angel of light. According to Paganism, Lucifer is the bearer of the light
that enlightens man’s understanding of his Higher Self or his “God Self.” Masonic
author Foster Bailey says it this way, “Masonry therefore, is not only a system of
morality, inculcating the highest ethics through which result, if followed, the
conscious unfolding of divinity. . . . It portrays the recovery of man’s hidden
divinity and its bringing forth into the light . . . the power to achieve perfection
latent in every man.” Masonry purports to be the Light that awakens man’s mind
to his perfection and ultimate divinity.
The question that begs to be answered by each Mason is simply this: “Which
Light’ will he follow, the true Light of Christ or the dimly lit light of the Lodge?”

The Hidden Things of Freemasonry
There is a great deal of secrecy in Freemasonry. From the very beginning the
Entered Apprentice is kept in the shadows regarding the full meaning of the
symbols of the Craft. He is not offered any further understanding until he has
proven himself worthy to receive deeper truths.
Not only is the Mason to keep the secrets of the Lodge, but he is to swear oaths
accompanied by severe penalties if he ever chooses to reveal them. According to
Carl H. Claudy, a former Grand Master of Masons, the Masonic penalties are
intended to inspire terror in the candidate. Claudy says that if a candidate breaks
his oath, he will experience the abasement that any man would feel when he had

broken a solemn pledge. But even more so, he would experience “the wrath of
God blasphemed. The horror of a sin of which there is none greater.”(26)
The above statement is an example of the misinformation that the Mason often
labors under. The idea that God recognizes and upholds the Mason’s oath to a
pagan god is simply not biblical. However, the biblical mandate for the believer is
to “swear not at all . . . But let your Yes’ be Yes,’ and your No, ‘No.’ For whatever
is more than these is from the evil one.”(27) In other words, the Lord makes it
very clear that anything sworn other than yes’ or no’ is from the mouth of the
Devil.
The Christian God is not a god of fear and misery, but He is a God of compassion
and mercy. Masonic author and 33rd Degree Mason Manly P. Hall identifies the
nature of the cosmic force to which the Mason owes his allegiance. He states that
“the average Mason, as well as the modern student of Masonic ideals, little
realizes the cosmic obligation he takes upon himself when he begins his search
for the sacred truths of Nature. . . . Every Mason knows that a broken vow brings
with it a terrible penalty. . . . When a Mason swears that he will devote his life to
(Masonry) . . . and then defiles his living temple . . . he is breaking a vow which
imposes not hours but ages of misery.”(28) The Mason is not offering his loyalty
to the God of Christianity, but to the pantheistic god of Nature.
Albert Mackey, author of the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, offers several reasons
why non-Masons object to Masonic secrecy. However, there are only four which
he accepts as being true. First, it is an oath. Second, it is administered before the
secrets are communicated. Third, it is accompanied by certain superstitious
ceremonies. And fourth, it is attended by a penalty.(29)
The candidate is led to believe that the penalties accompanying the oaths that he
swears to are indeed carried out. At no time is he told that these penalties are
simply symbolic. Mackey states that the penalties are not to be inflicted by the
Lodge but by God. He says that “the ritualistic penalties of Freemasonry . . . are

in the hands not of man, but of God, and are to be inflicted by God, and not by
man.”(30) The Lodge is standing on thin ice when it presumes that God will
safeguard its paganism by putting its detractors to death.
The greatest problem for the Christian Mason is that by taking the oaths of the
Craft, and living his life according to them, he has opened the door to Lucifer to
steal his relationship with the living God.

Symbolism and Freemasonry
“In all time, truth has been hidden under symbols, and often under a succession
of allegories: where veil after veil had to be penetrated before the true Light was
reached, and the essential truth stood revealed.”(31) These words of Albert Pike,
the noted Masonic scholar, sound noble and true. However, the Christian must
weigh Pike’s lofty words with the Scripture.
Our Lord was, at all times, eager to help his disciples recognize the truth of His
teachings. The only problem they had to overcome was their lack of spiritual
understanding. The gospel writer of Matthew 7 tells us that all we must do, is
simply ask. “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds,
and to him who knocks it will be opened. Or what man is there among you who, if
his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give
him a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!”(32) The Lord desires to draw us near to Himself. We do not
have to pass through veil after veil to reach divine understanding. He has readily
given it to us in His Word. According to Dr. Robert A. Morey’s research, “there
were no degrees in Masonry two hundred years ago; and that the Master’s degree
is no more than 150 years of age.” He goes on to say that “most Masonic
historians now admit that it was the Frenchmen Desaguilliers or Dr. Anderson
who invented the first three degrees. The few symbols introduced by these two

Christian clergymen came from the Bible and were Christian’ in every sense.”(33)
Here again we see that the origins of the Craft were rooted in Christian belief.
However, as we have seen earlier, the Craft has undergone a paganization
process by those who would subvert it to their own use. Whereas, in the early
years of the Lodge, the symbols that were introduced revealed truth, in the
present, those very same symbols and hundreds of others are used to mislead the
candidate. Albert Pike made it clear when he stated, “part of the symbols are
displayed . . . to the initiate, but he is intentionally misled by false
interpretations.”(34)
Jesus taught in parables and made use of symbols in His instruction. He freely
offered understanding, and He was quick to help others recognize His Father. But
when we look at Freemasonry we find secrecy and the “truth” concealed. A
person must prove himself worthy in order for the “Light” to be shared with him.
And when it is made known to the initiate, this “truth” is often hidden further in
false interpretations.
Masonry has numerous symbols. For the Christian, Masonry utilizes the Bible as
one of its symbols as it uses the Koran, the Vedas, the Gita, or any other “holy”
book. When the Christian candidate sees the Bible on the Masonic altar and hears
the Bible referenced to in the rituals, he assumes that Freemasonry is indeed
Christian as he has, most likely, been told. However, the Bible is seen only as a
symbol by the Lodge, as are all the other “holy” books of other religions.
This attitude toward the Bible makes it clear that, for Masonry, the Bible is not
seen as being inspired by God, useable for reproof, correction, or training in
righteousness. Rather, it “is only a symbol of Divine Will, Law, or Revelation.”(35)

Salvation in the Lodge
“This is the stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief
cornerstone.’ Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”(36)
The early Masons followed a biblical understanding of salvation and what it meant
to be a Christian. However, the pagan writers who rewrote the Masonic rituals
omitted the references to biblical salvation and wrote them in a way that would
not offend anyone of another religion.
The early rituals for the Master Mason Degree were Christian in their overall
meaning. According to Dr. Morey, biblical phrases such as “regeneration,”
“redemption,” and “heaven” were used without question.(37)
The greatest issue for the Mason, at present, is whether he will accept the life and
work of Jesus Christ for his redemption or whether he will look to himself for
personal salvation. Manly P. Hall says that “a Mason is evolved through ages of
self- purification and spiritual transmutation.”(38) So, the modern Mason, who
follows the Fraternity’s writings, looks to himself for purification and acceptance
before a righteous God. Hall says elsewhere that the Master Mason’s “spiritual
light is greater because he has evolved a higher vehicle for its expression.”(39)
Foster Bailey, the author of The Spirit of Masonry, says that “Masonry is one of
many ways to God” and that Masonry “is not only a system of morality,
inculcating the highest ethics through which result, if followed, the conscious
unfolding of divinity, but it is also a dramatic presentation of regeneration.”(40)
In other words, Bailey is saying that Masonry is a vehicle for mankind to discover
his divinity and achieve personal regeneration. This idea is totally foreign to the
Bible. The Christian cannot, in any way, get beyond the fact that Jesus Christ as
the Light giver and redeemer of humanity is opposed to the teachings of the
Lodge.
The Bible distinctly teaches that salvation only comes through the person of Jesus
Christ. It cannot come by any other means. The Scripture is clear that if we
confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in our heart that God raised

Him from the dead, we will receive salvation. It is not based upon our works or
deeds; it is solely based upon what Jesus did on the cross.
Masonry does not accept the fact that man is born sinful and is in need of
redemption. The Craft does not have a grasp of the depth of man’s rebellion
against his Creator. Masonic author H. L. Haywood in his book, The Great
Teachings of Masonry, states that “many think that man was once a perfect being
but that through some unimaginable moral catastrophe he became corrupt unto
the last moral fiber of his being, so that, without some kind of supernatural or
miraculous help from outside him, he can never be saved.”(41)
Because Masonry does not have an understanding of the serious nature of man’s
separation from God, it cannot offer a suitable solution to his problem. The Bible
tells us that man is in a state of separation from God and that he is in need of a
savior. The Gospel writer of Mark speaks of the fallen nature of humanity. The
Scripture says that it is what comes out of man that defiles him. “For from within,
out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, adulteries, thefts, murders,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, slander, pride, and foolishness. All
these evil things come from within and defile a man.”(42) Freemasonry cannot
offer mankind an adequate solution to his problem of sin.

A Christian Response to Freemasonry
I recall the words of my father when I first spoke to him about his involvement in
Freemasonry. He told me that the Lodge taught that “once a Mason, always a
Mason.” Even as a senior citizen, that idea continued to have a definite hold on
his thinking. My father, as a Christian, had not been able to see the vast
difference between the teaching of the Church and that of the Lodge.
Once I was able to share the teaching of the Lodge with him, he was then able to
make a clear decision regarding his future with the Fraternity. But, even after he
had left the Lodge, he was unable to mentally sever the tie that bound him to the

Lodge; he still felt the tug: “Once a Mason, always a Mason.”
The Mason falls within one of four categories regarding his continued relationship
with the Lodge.(43) First, there are some who do not have a clear knowledge of
Christianity. They believe that religion and Christianity are the same and that if
someone uses the Scriptures, that person must be a Christian. Such people are
sincere but untaught. Because they do not know what Christianity teaches, they
see nothing wrong with Freemasonry.
A second category would be those who do not know what Masonry is and what it
teaches. They are not only uninformed about Christianity but are equally
uninformed about the teachings of Freemasonry. These individuals are without
any theological foundation on which to discern truth from error. Likewise, they
are often ignorant of the occult direction the Lodge has taken over the past few
decades.
A third group is made up of individuals who profess Christ, yet continue as
Masons regardless of how much they know about Christianity and Freemasonry.
They are indeed in a state of rebellion and have chosen not to follow the truth of
Christ.
The final group are those who profess Christ and yet have abandoned the
Christian faith. Those who have embraced this position are essentially Unitarian
in their belief. They no longer hold to the absolute deity of Christ or His blood
atonement.
For the most part, all Masons fall into one of these categories. In some cases, it
may be that the blame is not to be laid on the individual but on the Christian
church for not adequately teaching its truths. The Mason has a choice to make,
but the church has a responsibility to equip its people with the truths of the faith.
Jesus made it quite clear in the Scripture. He said, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can

you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in
Me, and I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.”(44)
It is difficult for the Mason to abide in Christ as long as he remains in the Lodge
and follows its teachings. It is impossible to bear fruit apart from Jesus. He alone
is the one who brings the fruit forth.
It is imperative for the Christian to deal with the question of obedience. It is
impossible to serve two masters without loving one and despising the other. The
root problem is often the fact that the individual has not been spiritually reborn.
Once again Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God . . . unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God . . . you must be born again.”(45)
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A Course In Miracles – A Christian
Worldview Evaluation
written by Russ Wise
Former Probe staffer Russ Wise looks at the religious movement started by A
Course in Miracles from a Christian, biblical worldview perspective. As he
examines its origins and its tenets, he finds that it departs from true Christianity
in multiple areas and is clearly a false teaching.
Historical Background
In 1965 a Jewish atheistic psychologist from Columbia University began to
channel messages from a spirit she believed to be Jesus. She ultimately produced,

or she says Jesus revealed to her, well over a thousand pages of revelation during
the next seven years.
According to her testimony, Helen Schucman had a difficult relationship with her
department head at the university. In an attempt to move beyond their
differences, they set out on a journey to find a base of common agreement.
Schucman began having “highly symbolic dreams” and experiencing “strange
images.” Her colleague encouraged her to transcribe the content of these
phenomena so they might understand them better.
As she began to write, she was surprised to see “This is a course in miracles”
appear on the paper. She went on to say that this was her introduction to the
“Voice.” This voice began to give her rapid inner dictation that she took down in
shorthand.
According to the dictated material, the voice of The Course was Jesus. As a result
of the influence Christianity has had on humanity, The Course chose Christian
terminology to convey its message. A 1977 pamphlet published by the Foundation
For Inner Peace states, “its only purpose is to provide a way in which some people
will be able to find their own Internal Teacher”—in other words, their personal
“Spirit Guide.”
Key Players
There are several individuals who play key roles in spreading the message of The
Course. Perhaps the most prominent is Marianne Williamson. A former lounge
singer and now its most celebrated guru, she has become The Course’s media
star, appearing on numerous television programs. Her most-watched and
persuasive appearance was on Oprah. She has been Oprah’s guest on several
occasions. Because of her personal interest in New Age philosophy, Oprah
Winfrey purchased a thousand copies of A Return To Love, Williamson’s book, to
give to her television audiences.

Another high profile individual, well-known in New Age circles, is Gerald
Jampolsky, M.D. He is a psychiatrist, formerly on the faculty of the University of
California Medical Center in San Francisco and founder of the Center for
Attitudinal Healing in 1975. He has written several books based on what he has
gleaned from The Course.
In his influential book, Good-Bye to Guilt, Jampolsky describes his conversion to
The Course.
I began to change my way of looking at the world in 1975. Until then I had
considered myself a militant atheist, and the last thing I was consciously
interested in was being on a spiritual pathway that would lead to God. In that
year I was introduced to . . . A Course in Miracles. . . . My resistance was
immediate. . . . Nevertheless, after reading just one page, I had a sudden and
dramatic experience. There was an instantaneous memory of God, a feeling of
oneness with everyone in the world, and the belief that my only function on
earth was to serve God.
As a result of the moral and spiritual bankruptcy of our society, namely the baby
boomer generation, there is a ready-made market for the “feel good” spirituality
of The Course. Through the influence of Williamson, Jampolsky, and others, a
growing number of Christians are being sucked into this whirlpool of spiritual
confusion in which they exchange the truth for a lie.
The Course and the Mainline Church
We have already established that The Course uses Christian terminology and its
followers believe it to be the revelation of Jesus. As a result, a number of
denominations within Christendom have embraced The Course as being
legitimate and introduced it into their churches.
Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians have used The Course in Sunday schools
and special study groups within the church. Presently there are over 1,500 official

study groups that have utilized The Course both inside and outside traditional
Christian churches.
If It’s Not Love—It Must Be Illusion
Marianne Williamson, author of the best-selling book A Return To Love, says that
we have “a natural tendency to focus on love.”
Only love is real. All that is negative is illusion. It simply does not exist. If
anything negative is in your consciousness, it is real only because you give it
reality by holding it in your mind. According to The Course, sickness, hate, pain,
fear, guilt, and sin are all illusions. The Cyclopedia In A Course In Miracles states
that “illusions are investments. They will last as long as you value them.” The
Cyclopedia continues, “The only way to dispel illusions is to withdraw all
investment from them, and they will have no life for you because you will have put
them out of your mind.”
The Course sums it up this way, “There is no life outside of Heaven. Where God
created life, there life must be. In any state apart from Heaven life is illusion.”
There you have it! It is perfectly clear—murder, rape, and other forms of evil do
not exist because they do not come from “love.” Try explaining to a mother who
has lost a son or daughter that their loss is the result of an illusion.
The Problem of Evil
You guessed it, The Course also teaches that evil does not exist. It is an illusion
that must be overcome by right thinking. The Text (i.e., volume one of The
Course) reads, “Innocence is wisdom because it is unaware of evil, and evil does
not exist.” In essence what is meant is that evil does not stand on its own, that it
only has reality as the individual believes its existence. So, you might say that the
rape victim created her own evil situation and thereby caused her own suffering.
The victim is guilty; the perpetrator had no choice.

The Problem of Guilt and Sin
A pamphlet published by the Foundation For Inner Peace states, “Sin is defined as
a ‘lack of love.’ Since love is all there is, sin in the sight of the Holy Spirit is a
mistake to be corrected, rather than an evil to be punished.”
The Course further teaches that there is no need to feel guilt because there is no
sin. Sin does not exist. The problems that man faces are a result of separation
from God. This separation is only illusion because it likewise does not exist. It is
only a reality for those who believe they are not part of the divine.
The Text makes this point clear where it declares that “no one is punished for
sins, and the Sons of God are not sinners.” As you might anticipate, there is
likewise no need for the cross because there was never a transgression that
needed to be dealt with by God, only a mistake. If we are a part of God, how then
can we become fragmented by sin since separation (i.e., sin) does not exist?
Thought-Reversal
The stated goal of The Course is to change how one thinks, to change one’s belief
system by subtle deception. The individual is for the most part unaware of the
transformation he or she is undergoing because The Course utilizes Christian
terminology. The Manual for Teachers (i.e., volume three of The Course) boldly
says, “It cannot be too strongly emphasized that this course aims at a complete
reversal of thought.”
Religious Recovery—The Thirteenth Step
Many who become involved in studying The Course are active in self-help groups
such as Twelve Step programs. They are seeking to make connections in their
lives and discover who they truly are. They are willing participants in this
transformation.
Many are desiring some form of “spirituality” and for those who see the Bible as

being too harsh, The Course offers what they believe to be God’s correction of our
misinterpretation of the original message of Jesus.
The Course becomes the “thirteenth step” in recovery for those who are
attempting to escape the rigid fundamentalism that has smothered them in the
past. For them, the recovery process becomes a spiritual transformation.
The integration of psychology and spirituality becomes a lure that pulls them
deeper into the web of deception and ultimately suffocates them. The biblical
teaching of original sin is dismissed for the more palatable “original goodness.”
This “thirteenth step” regards all faiths as a part of the whole; they are one, and a
psychological unity of sorts is achieved. The Course becomes whatever the
individual desires it to be, it is “Christian,” but not if you don’t want it to be. It’s
psychology, but more than psychology. It’s not New Age, but then again it is.
The Course claims to have all of life’s answers. It has become the “spiritually
correct” solution to bring about peace and unity. However, in the end, this
transformation brings spiritual death.
Helen Schucman’s new do-it-yourself psycho-spirituality is not new. The Hindus
have been taught for centuries that the world and all that is in it is Maya, or
illusion.
Sense and Sensibilities
We must be clear that the message of The Course in Miracles is not the message
of Jesus Christ. Schucman and her Course do not teach that Jesus is God
incarnate yet fully human, but that He is an highly evolved being who became
divine. The Bible does not allow for such an idea.
The Bible also leaves no room for the idea that evil does not exist, but instead that
evil entered the world through disobedience. Likewise, the Bible does not allow
for the idea that God is a universal oneness rather than a personal Being.

Kenneth Wapnick, a Jewish agnostic who later became a Catholic monk, founded
the Foundation for A Course in Miracles. Wapnick states that The Course and
biblical Christianity are not compatible. He gives three reasons why he holds such
a view. First, The Course teaches that God did not create the world. Second, The
Course teaches that we are all equally Christ. Jesus is not the only Son of God.
And third, The Course is clear in its teaching that Jesus did not suffer and die for
man’s sin.
The above differences clearly show why a Christian cannot in good faith consider
The Course as a source for his or her spiritual understanding. It is unequivocally
anti-biblical and is without doubt promoted by Satanic deception (2 Corinthians
11:14: 1 Timothy 4:1).
A Short Course in Doctrine
The Course teaches that there are no absolutes; truth is relative and is
determined by one’s experience. According to the Cyclopedia In A Course In
Miracles, “only what is loving is true.” So truth is subjective.
Marianne Williamson, the author of A Return To Love, made this observation
about truth in her book: “There’s only one truth, spoken different ways, and the
Course is just one path to it out of many.” In other words, no one religious
tradition has all the truth, but there are many avenues to the truth and the
individual has the freedom to choose the path most suitable to him or her.
Who Is Jesus?
According to Williamson, Jesus is one of many enlightened beings. In her text she
makes this statement, “Jesus and other enlightened masters are our evolutionary
elder brothers.” She continues by saying that “the mutation, the enlightened
ones, (including Jesus) show the rest of us our evolutionary potential. They point
the way.” So in reality Jesus is a way-shower.

Williamson makes a telling observation on page 41 of her book by saying that “A
Course In Miracles does not push Jesus. Although the books come from him, it is
made very clear that you can be an advanced student of the Course and not relate
personally to him at all.” This is an interesting comment regarding the lack of
relationship one is to have with their God. For Christians, faith is built on a
personal relationship with Jesus. Without it, their salvation would be in question.
Williamson continues by saying, “Jesus reached total actualization of the Christ
mind, and was then given by God the power to help the rest of us reach that place
within ourselves.” Such a statement brings to mind Matthew 7:23 where Jesus
says, “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you
who practice lawlessness!'”
The Christ and Salvation
The Manual For Teachers states that “Jesus became what all of you must be.” It
continues by declaring, “Is he the Christ? O yes, along with you.”
The Course identifies with much of New Age thought in that it teaches false
Christology. New Age proponents teach that The Christ is the one who is the most
highly evolved being during a given age. This Christ, whether it be Buddha,
Krishna, or Jesus, is the messiah for a given age. They believe, for example, that
Jesus was The Christ for the Church or Piscean Age. According to their
philosophy, Jesus achieved Christhood and by right-thinking we too can achieve
Christhood.
The Text says that, “Christ waits for your acceptance of Him as yourself, and of
His wholeness as yours.” Keep in mind that these words you have just read are,
according to The Course, the “spirit-dictated” words of Jesus. Now hear the true
Word of God from the Bible where we read, “Take heed that no one deceives you.
For many will come in My name saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many”
(Matthew 24:4-5). The Scripture is crystal clear about the deception of multitudes
by signs and wonders based in experience rather than His Word.

The Scripture teaches that Jesus alone is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
John 1:20 and 20:31 indicate that we are not His equals.
Abandoning Your Miracle
There are a growing number of people waking up to the fact that The Course
cannot adequately meet their growing need to worship a being beyond
themselves, much less defend them in spiritual warfare.
Warren and Joy Smith are examples of how The Course is totally inadequate when
it comes to defending one’s spirit from the evil one and his dominion. The Smiths
were deeply involved in the study of The Course. Warren relates Joy’s story in his
book, The Light That Was Dark.
Joy was being spiritually harassed by a man who was highly proficient in astral
projection (projecting his spirit for great distances). Warren relates how they
faced the attacks. “We tried every metaphysical and spiritual technique we had
ever learned—we repeated our Course in Miracles lessons, did visualizations,
prayed as best we knew how, sent the spiritual intruder blessings, and kept the
whole situation surrounded in white light—but none of it had any effect. We had
to wait it out. The spiritual presence was calling the shots.”
After an intense time of frustration, they went to their course study leaders for
help. Joy explained that they “had repeatedly applied their Course in Miracles
lessons, such as: ‘There is nothing to fear,’ ‘In my defenselessness my safety lies,’
and, ‘I could see peace instead of this.'” After explaining that nothing had worked,
Frank, their study leader, “made it clear that he agreed with the Course’s
metaphysical teaching that evil was only an illusion and that the experience was
probably something that Joy was working out within herself.”
Frank’s wife, Trudy, was dazed when she heard herself say, “Put on the whole
armor of God and stand fast against the wiles of the devil!” In amazement at
herself she added, “Ephesians 6:10. It’s in your Bible.”

Trudy went on and said, “I’m sorry, Frank. There is a devil . . . read Ephesians!”
In the days ahead Joy continued to undergo the harassing attacks. During this
time of uncertainty Warren visited a bookstore and discovered a book entitled The
Beautiful Side of Evil by Johanna Michaelsen. He read it through and decided its
message of deliverance was worth a try.
It wasn’t long before he had an opportunity to test his newly found
discovery—biblical exorcism. Joy fell into a depression as she had on so many
occasions, and Warren seized the opportunity to act.
He relates the incident in his book this way, “Reading from my notes the exact
words that I had taken from Johanna’s book, I firmly addressed the presence.
‘Satan, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, I command you to be gone! I
forbid your presence here. I claim the protection of the blood of Jesus upon us. Go
where Jesus sends you!” Immediately Joy’s face cleared and the oppression was
gone.
Warren later remarked, “We were amazed that the presence left every time we
called on his [Jesus Christ’s] name. Nothing in A Course in Miracles or any other
metaphysical teachings had ever talked about this aspect of Jesus.”
Warren and Joy’s encounter with personal evil ultimately convinced them that the
Bible was the spiritual teaching that they could rely on. Warren said it best, “So
far it hasn’t let us down.”
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