Christ in a New Age
written by Russ Wise
In April of 1982 a full-page ad appeared in the Dallas Morning News and other
major newspapers around the world. The ad headline read “The Christ Is Now
Here.” Notice the term The Christ. This is a direct reference to a coming
“Messiah” who is expected to usher in a New Age of peace and unity. The term
New Age refers to “a time of transformation, a time that will bring great change.”
The change that is to come (which many believe is already here) will be a
renewed emphasis on the self and self-discovery. This self-discovery is rooted in
paganism, witchcraft, and Eastern religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism.
The New Age Movement has become an umbrella term for the “rising interest in
the occult in our day.” Within occult circles the Movement is perhaps better
known as the Aquarian Age, the Human Potential Movement, the Holistic Health
Movement, or simply Cosmic Humanism. In all of these systems, human beings
are seen as free to do their own thing without any accountability to anyone or
anything beyond themselves.
In the occult world it is a common belief that there are twelve ages in
evolutionary time and that each age lasts approximately two thousand years.
Astrologers believe that the current age of Pisces will phase out of existence as
we near the year 2000, and the New Age of Aquarius will take its place.
During this time of change and spiritual deception, a growing number of people
are embracing New Age practices. About 67 percent of American adults claim to
have had a psychic experience. Twenty- five percent of the population believe in
reincarnation and among college students that percentage rises to thirty. Fortytwo percent of American adults believe that they have been in contact with
individuals who have died. One survey stated that (1) 67 percent of American
adults regularly read their astrological forecast and (2) school childrens’ belief in

astrology is growing dramatically from 40 percent in 1978 to 59 percent in 1984.

Male vs. Female Energies
According to occult thought, the Piscean Age has as its foundation the malecentered energies that characterize Christianity. The Aquarian Age, on the other
hand, is an attempt to bring balance back into the evolutionary process by
introducing female energies into our understanding. Those who have embraced
this new-age understanding of humanity believe that all of the problems that man
faces are a direct result of Christianity and its perceived male- centered belief
system.
Therefore, a change in man’s thinking must occur to bring about a more equal
system that will allow feminine energies to govern humanity. This femalecentered system will be based on intuition and experience rather than logic and
rational thought, the latter being seen as male characteristics.
The Bible teaches us that human beings, both male and female, are accountable
to the God of creation and are equal in His sight (Gal. 3:28). We are not divine
beings who are simply ignorant of our god- like state (Ps. 100:3).

Back to the Future
The past fifty years have given rise to Secular Humanism, the notion that “man
and the rest of the material universe are all there is and that there is no
supernatural realm and certainly no God.” This idea fostered the view that man is
only accountable to himself. However, Secular Humanism offers little or no hope
to humanity and fails to provide any answers concerning the possibility of human
existence after death.
Because Secular Humanism cannot answer man’s spiritual questions, many
people consider it to be an inadequate answer for individuals seeking wholeness
in body, mind,and spirit. Thus even though Secular Humanism has largely

replaced Christianity as the dominant religious and philosophical system in the
West and established itself as a more “tolerant” way, it cannot answer man’s deep
questions about himself and his future.
New Age occultism seemingly had the answer. It allowed man to maintain his
evolutionary prominence and regain the lost “spirituality” he had previously
placed at the altar of humanism. The New Age Movement has permitted man to
move toward an evolutionary future in which he becomes an autonomous god who
is answerable to no one but himself.
In contrast, the Bible clearly teaches that man is finite and limited in his
knowledge of himself and his universe. Isaiah 55:8-9 clearly indicates God’s
perspective of man’s inability to achieve divinity:
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Neither are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.”
Likewise, the Scripture identifies the attributes of God as being all-knowing
(Matt. 19:26), all-powerful (Rev. 19:6), holy (Rev. 4:8), eternal (Ps.90:2), and
loving (1 John 4:16). Man obviously misses the mark on all the above qualities,
and it becomes quite apparent that he really is less than divine.

New Possibilities or New Age Lies
The New Age offers man the same deal the serpent offered Eve in the garden. If
you eat of this fruit (in this case the idea that you are divine), you will become like
God–knowing good from evil. All you need to do is deepen your awareness of this
new reality by becoming more open to the Christ within.

The occult world teaches that man is a spiritual being and that God, as an energy
force, is inherently within all mankind. Therefore, there has never really been a
separation or estrangement, only a belief in one. The New Ager believes that all of
life is connected and a part of the whole. Oneness is a goal to be achieved. Man
and God are one.
New Age philosopher Benjamin Creme, in his book The Reappearance of the
Christ and the Masters of Wisdom, points out that “in a sense there is no such
thing as God, God does not exist. And in another sense, there is nothing else but
God: only God exists. . . . All is God. And because all is God, there is no God.”
Confused? You should be! In other words, God is impersonal. Creme is saying that
God is not a person, but that He is an energy that is in all things; therefore, you
are divine, along with the rest of creation.
The Scripture, however, is clear in its teaching that God is a personal being and
distinct from His creation. God, the Father, has a personal nature. For example,
God has a will (Matt. 6:10 and 1 John 2:17), God knows (2 Tim. 2:19), God plans
(Eph. 1:11), and God communicates (Ex. 3:13 14). God is distinct or separate from
the world, but He is actively involved with His creation (Heb. 11:3; Col. 1:17; Ps.
113:5-6; Isa. 57:15).

Jesus: The Way, or the Way-shower?
For the New Ager, Jesus is one of many Christs who appear in a given age to
direct humanity toward the divine–in effect, to show the way to divinity. Jesus was
a man who by virtue of his working through the spiritual road-blocks of his life
gained the highest evolutionary level that man can achieve and was given the
office of “Christ.”
Scripture, however, does not allow for such a view. Nor did Jesus consider
Himself one of many Christs who would come to point man toward his own
personal divinity. John 14:6 is clear in its meaning: there is only one way to the

Father and that way is by accepting Jesus as Who He claimed to be, the God-man,
the only begotten Son of God. He is not simply one who shows the way, but is The
Way.
Not only did Jesus confess His deity (Matt. 22:41-45; 26:61-64; Jn. 10:30-33), but
His Father likewise acknowledged His deity (Heb. 1:5-8). Jesus is the Word (John
1:1); He is the first born of all creation (Col. 1:15), and the gate by which we must
enter for salvation (John. 10:7 9).
Within the New Age belief system, Lucifer is not seen as an evil personality but is
looked upon as the angel of man’s inner evolution. He opened the doorway to
man’s recognition of himself as god.
In his book Reflections On The Christ, David Spangler says that “Lucifer is
literally the angel of experience. Lucifer, then, is neither good or bad in his true
essence. He is completely neutral. He is an agent of God’s love acting through
evolution.” So Lucifer is a positive influence on man who desires the best for
humanity and does not embody evil in any form.
Spangler goes on to say, “Lucifer comes to give us the final gift of wholeness. If
we accept it then he is free and we are free. That is the Luciferic initiation. It is
one that many people now…will be facing, for it is an initiation into the New Age.”
The Scriptures do not allow for such a view. Jesus is the deliverer, Lucifer is the
deceiver (John 8:44). Jesus is the savior, Lucifer is the accuser (Rev. 12:10). The
“initiation” that man must receive is in reality a free gift from God (John 10:7-11).
It is not a mystical experience from this world that leads to spiritual death but a
gift to be appropriated that leads to eternal life.

Salvation for a New Age
At-one-ment, or absorption into the One energy that is God, is a prominently held
view of most New Agers’ understanding of salvation. It is the unfolding of one’s

consciousness to the point that the “True Self,” the divine nature, is realized. As a
flower unfolds petal by petal, so too does spiritual evolution unfold, revealing the
deeper realms of God-consciousness.
In New Age thinking, salvation is “the gaining of enlightenment.” It is a state of
consciousness in which the person’s separation from other humans is transcended
and unity is achieved. It is the absorption of the one into the all. Individuals lose
their distinctive personality and become one with the impersonal energy they
believe to be God.
Christianity teaches that humans are finite beings who only become whole, in the
biblical sense, when they receive God’s spirit (Tit. 3:5; 1 John. 5:11). Therefore,
true spirituality results from an act; it is not simply a part of human nature (1
John. 1:8-9, Rom. 10:8-9).

Education and New Age Humanism
We said earlier that Secular Humanism lost a lot of its popularity and power
because it wasn’t satisfying. It didn’t adequately meet man’s needs or fulfill his
spiritual yearnings, especially his concerns about life after death. Still the
humanist philosophy is a continued threat to the Judeo-Christian worldview, but
now the dominant threat from humanism is New Age Humanism a marriage of
New Age spirituality with Humanism’s man-centered thought system.
Humanism was and is a real threat to our Christian heritage, but the Eastern
philosophical ideas found in New Age thought are even more dangerous to our
way of life. Bringing the two systems together into New Age Humanism is more
deadly still because in this new synthesis is both a seductive, false religious
system and an agenda-driven philosophical system. Inherent in New Age
Humanism is an evangelistic zeal to convert (or subvert) the opposition, and
gaining influence on the young is a primary goal. One method is getting control of
our educational program.

For example, in the early eighties, Instructor magazine, a publication for
teachers, carried an article entitled, “Your Kids are Psychic! But they may never
know it without your help.” The article says that “teachers in particular are in a
position to play an exciting role in the psychic development of children.” The
article goes on to identify psychic ability as the practice of telepathy,
clairvoyance, and other psycho-technologies.
Another example of the Eastern influence on education is the teaching of the late
Dr. Beverly Galyean. Her primary premise is as follows:
In essence we are not individuals but part of the universal consciousness [which
is God]. Realizing this essential unity, and experiencing oneself as part of it, is a
major goal for a child’s education. Because each person is part of the universal
consciousness which is love, each child contains all the wisdom and love of the
universe. This wisdom and love is the higher self. The child can tap into this
universal mind and receive advice, information and help from it. This is usually
done through meditation and contact with spirit guides.
Dr. Galyean continues by saying that “once we begin to see that we are all
God…the whole purpose of life is to reown the Godlikeness within us; the perfect
love, the perfect wisdom, the perfect understanding, the perfect intelligence, and
when we do that, we create back to that old, that essential oneness which is
consciousness.”
An example of this philosophy is found in Dr. Jean Houston’s text The Possible
Human. Dr. Houston, the past president of the Association for Humanistic
Psychology, espouses a New Age understanding of education. She refers to “The
Master Teacher” as being an inner ally who has urgent messages to send us.
Houston says that “if we cooperate with them that is, with our own deepest
knowing we begin to notice an astounding change in our lives.” In other words,
she is talking about demonic spirit guides that will seduce the individual into the
occult world.

Another example is found in a college level textbook that is most often used on
the freshman level. The text Becoming A Master Student includes a chapter titled
“You create it all” in which students are told that they create everything including
the lectures they attend, the textbooks, their instructors, and their classmates. All
those things they are absolutely certain they do not control the weather, wars,
world hunger, the planets in actuality, they create those, too.
Our response is obvious: we must speak on behalf of our children in the
educational arena. Unless we achieve this goal, we will have emotionally and
spiritually lost the battle for our childrens’ future.

A Biblical Response
Transformation is the key element in the recipe to bring about the New Age.
Change must take place in the lives of individuals as well as society. The New
Ager sees his transformation as his becoming one with the universe, and as equal
with all therefore, he has no need for a savior. He becomes more and more
introspective as he looks within himself for answers, guidance, and so on.
Likewise, transformation is an important element in Christianity. The Christian is
to be transformed (Rom. 12:2) from within, thereby presenting himself wholly
acceptable to God. We are new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17), with a new nature (Eph.
4:24). This inward transformation, a renewing of the mind, results in an outward
expression of care and concern for others.
For the New Ager, transformation is an open door to the occult world; for the
Christian,transformation is the process whereby the believer becomes more
Christlike.
God has called us out of darkness to become sons and daughters of His Light, His
Truth, and His Kingdom (John 3:19-21). The New Age world lies in darkness, and
God is calling the Christian to bring a candle and penetrate the darkness.

Evangelizing the New Ager
When witnessing to a New Ager it is helpful to begin your discussion on a topic of
common interest where you share a compatible view. In so doing you establish a
non-threatening precedent for fair treatment in your communication.
Issues that may be common to both parties the rejection of humanism, human
rights, or ecology would be a good place to begin your discussion. Remember
your goal is to be a positive witness and to proclaim the saving grace of Jesus.
Consider these points for effective witnessing:
• Pray that God will give you direction as you share.
• Always define one another’s terms and establish a biblical reference. This is
necessary even though New Agers will be unlikely to accept the Bible as
authoritative.
• Stress the uniqueness of Jesus as the Savior and His resurrection as proof of
His true divinity.
• Remember that arguing is not a positive witness. It is important to share your
personal relationship with the Lord. A personal relationship with Jesus is
virtually impossible for the New Ager since he views God as being impersonal.
• Look for opportunities to present Jesus as a person who is knowable and who
desires a relationship.
• Help him recognize the reality of evil and see that Jesus is his only avenue of
escape.
• Show him that man’s problem is sin and not ignorance of his personal divinity.
The New Ager must realize that because of his personal sin he is unable to
escape the reality of separation from God. Jesus, as the only sinless Son of God,
is the answer.

Salvation for the New Ager is oneness with all of creation. You want him to
understand not only God’s grace, but also Christ’s sacrifice on the cross which
was sufficient for the New Ager as well.
This New Age of Aquarius that is to come upon the scene in the near future has
eroded much of the Christian consensus that was once held. The challenge of the
Christian church is great, but it must be met. If not, our culture will increasingly
return to paganism.
©1996 Probe Ministries.

Satanism: The World of the Occult
– A Christian View of Demonic
Worship
written by Russ Wise
Russ Wise provides a good understanding of why people are attracted to a
negative sounding practice: the worship of Satan. Looking at this issue from a
biblical worldview, he presents information on how God can free people who have
bought into this lie. From a Christian perspective, we don’t need to fear them but
instead stand ready to offer them the deliverance found only in Jesus Christ.
[Webservant’s Note: Since this article was written in 1994, a “new face” of

Satanism has emerged, consisting of pagans and atheists who claim to not believe
in Satan yet who have appropriated the name “Satanist” for themselves. Many of
these young “neo-Satanists” (to coin a phrase) deny the concepts of good and evil,
worship themselves, and take great offense at articles like this that describe a
Satanic-oriented description of their chosen set of beliefs.
Nonetheless, we believe Russ Wise’s original article is still worth offering because
of the high numbers of people drawn into the openly occult practices described
herein.]

The Growing Problem
The occult is on the rise; many young people are seeking their spiritual identity
through Satanism.
Satanism has become an issue of great concern in our society. It is a phenomena
that crosses the city limits into the rural areas of our nation. Satanism is not just a
big city problem. The news wires carry story after story about young children
being kidnapped, only to be found later as victims of some bizarre ritualistic
crime. To help us gain a balanced perspective of the subject, C. S. Lewis in his
book Screwtape Letters, says this about Satan:
There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the
devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence. The other is to believe and to
feel an unhealthy interest in them. They themselves are equally pleased by
both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.
As satanic involvement among our youth increases, we begin to see the primary
goal of such activity. It has become clear, according to the data thus far analyzed
by those who investigate satanic involvement, that the primary goal is to alter
people’s values and turn them against themselves, their beliefs, family, God, and
society.

When we begin to take a close look at the occult, it becomes necessary to define
terms. There is a great difference between cults and the occult. The term cult
refers to a group of people polarized around one individual who is often a
magnetic personality. This individual has his or her own understanding of truth,
who God is, man’s relationship to God, the existence of heaven and hell, as well as
a number of other issues of faith. In most cases such individuals incorporate some
degree of biblical truth into their teachings in order to gain a certain amount of
credibility and in order to deceive the unwary.
The term occult means “hidden” or those things or teachings that are “unknown”
or secret. So, the occult is the seeking after knowledge of unknown information,
knowledge that is gained beyond the five senses. Therefore, knowledge is
received by some supernatural involvement or connection.
Anton LaVey of the First Church of Satan in San Francisco, California, says that
Satanism is a blatantly selfish, brutal religion. It is based on the belief that
man is inherently a selfish, violent creature… that the earth will be ruled by
those who fight to win.
Satanism challenges the biblical teaching regarding man’s relationship to others.
We are to esteem others better than ourselves, and we are to be team players. In
1 Corinthians we read about being a part of the body of Christ, whereas, Satanism
esteems the “self” over others.
Young satanists believe that the strong will rule with Satan. Once they are
sufficiently involved, they often make a pact with Satan. They commit themselves
to a future date when they will take their own lives by suicide. They believe that if
they submit themselves to Satan in death, they will come back in another life as a
stronger being and rule with him forever. According to recent statistics, fourteen
young people a day take their own lives. A major concern for those who uphold a
Judeo-Christian worldview is that this generation is becoming detached and is
losing all sense of morality. Many have lost their mooring. It is imperative for the

church, as a corporate body, and we as individuals, to share the message that
Jesus Christ is the only possible solution to our emotional and spiritual needs.

The Power that Entices
Power has become an obsession with young satanists. It is sought after on the
physical, mental, and spiritual levels. According to one former occultist, the
greatest lure into the occult is “power” and “knowledge.” Not just corporate
power but personal power. Gaining knowledge that others do not possess is
another aspect of the occult. When an individuals have more knowledge it affords
them a degree of power over those who do not have access to that knowledge.
Likewise, Satanism offers its lure to the youth in our society. Drugs and sex have
become the bait that so often ensnare the unsuspecting.
With the increase of satanic activity, a profile of those involved in Satanism has
emerged. They are generally from a white, middle to upper-middle class family. In
most cases they are bright and do well in school; however, they are often bored
and are not challenged to meet their full potential. They tend to have a low selfworth and are unable to distinguish between right and wrong because of their
relative ethical system. They often have problems in the home and in relating to
other people around them. They use drugs and are sexually promiscuous. It is a
rare occasion when these last two elements are not present in the mix.
Abuse, both physically and emotionally, is another aspect of this mix. Young
satanists are often abused children who know no other way to relate to people.
Some are a part of a multi- generational family involved in worshiping Satan as
savior.
Anton LaVey, Satanist High Priest of the First Church of Satan in San Francisco
gives us a glimpse of how Satan is seen in his book The Satanic Bible:
We hold Satan as a symbolic personal savior, who takes care of mundane,

fleshly, carnal things.
Satan has attempted to usurp the place of Christ in redeeming mankind. He has
endeavored to establish himself as a god who is equal to or greater than Jehovah
and in a sense render God ineffective. LaVey goes on to say that “God exists as a
universal force, a balancing factor in nature, too impersonal to care one whit
whether we live or die.”
Therefore, the Judeo-Christian God is inaccessible and has no compassion. Thus,
Satan becomes the solution to man’s deepest needs.
Satanism leads one into bondage through mind control and fear, whereas
Christianity allows the individual the freedom of choice. We have the opportunity
to either accept God’s free gift of life or reject Him and simply exist separate from
God’s love.

An Agent of Change
Music has always been at the center of the youth culture. The problem arises
when the lyrics promote aberrant behavior. The Night Stalker, Richard Ramirez
of Los Angeles, believed that Satan made him invincible. Police say the style of
the brutal rapes and 16 murders Ramirez committed resembled the lyrics of the
song “Night Prowler” on AC/DC’s LP “Highway to Hell.”
Along with Ramirez’ fascination with AC/DC, he used cocaine and PCP in
conjunction with a deep interest in Satan worship. He believed that Satan would
protect him and not allow harm to come to him. According to a People magazine
article as long ago as September 1985,
Rock ‘n roll is turning too often to sex, Satanism, drugs and violence for its
major themes and corrupting the values and views of unwary young people.
The lyrics of the last few years of the 1980s have continued on a downward slope.

Rachel Matthews, an artist and repertoire representative for Capitol Records,
recruits new groups for her company. Her comments regarding a newly signed
band reveal what she, as one individual representing the music industry, is
looking for in a band:
I was just going, ‘Oh (expletive)! I’ve never heard anything like this!’ I’ve
heard plenty of metal and speed metal, but it was just so intense and out of
control, just like this caged psychosis going on. I loved it, because you could
actually understand the lyrics. And even if they’re morbid and gruesome, it’s
really cool that you could understand what they’re saying. It just makes it
twice as evil. I like that.” (Dallas Life Magazine, 1 July 1988)
The demo that interested Ms. Matthews in the group contained songs like “Die in
Pain” and “Foaming at the Mouth.”
The music that causes the greatest concern is the various types of “metal” music.
Metal has been classified into three types. First, is party metal, and it represents
the most popular style of music. Groups like Bon Jovi, Motley Crue, and Def
Leppard are representative of party metal. They tend to glorify sexuality and the
party spirit.
The second type is “thrash metal” represented by groups like Metallica, Anthrax,
and Megadeth. The primary focus of “thrash metal” is violence and death.
The third type is known as “black metal” and is overtly satanic. The lyrics
encourage such activities as incest, necrophilia, rape, torture, and human
sacrifice. Black metal is represented by groups like Venom and Slayer.
King Diamond is perhaps the most satanic of all “black metal” groups. He openly
professes Satan and incorporates a large amount of satanic activity into his
performances.
Music has always been an agent of change in our society. It tends to shape the

moral attitudes of each generation. As Christians we should be especially
concerned about the lyrics in the music of the youth culture. We cannot afford to
allow another generation to become polluted with the immoral themes found in
today’s music. As parents it is imperative that we maintain open communication
lines with our young people. Without open communication it becomes improbable
that we can affect the listening habits of our children. Second, we cannot be
hypocritical in our personal listening habits. Third, we need to become familiar
with the type of music our children listen to and be willing to acknowledge the
good and be prepared to positively criticize that which is not appropriate within
our household.
Last, we as parents need to recognize that if our child is involved in rebellious
music, we must attempt to understand what unmet need in his life is being met by
his musical diet.
Galatians 5:19-21 says that
The deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, sensuality, idolatry,
sorcery . . . those who practice such things shall not inherit the Kingdom of
God.
Therefore, it is imperative for us as adults and youth to only listen to and think
upon those lyrics that would honor God and His principles.

The Games of Destruction
Satan has used a number of tools over the centuries to ensnare the naive. The
Ouija Board has proven to be particularly useful. According to the Dictionary of
Mysticism the Ouija Board is “an instrument for communication with the spirits of
the dead.” The Ouija Board is an open door into the world of the occult and
demonic activity. Disembodied spirits speak to the living through the medium of
the Ouija Board. This information is believed to be truth from the other side and is
not recognized for what it is: Lucifer’s delusion to gain our allegiance.

Jane Roberts, the author of The Seth Material, relates her story regarding the
Ouija Board. She was about to write a book on ESP, and to stimulate her
thoughts, she and her husband used a Ouija Board to gain perspective. After a
few sessions they were able to receive messages from someone who later
identified himself as Seth. The use of the Ouija Board and the gradual, but evergrowing, influence of Seth in Jane’s life brought her to the point of possession.
Her mind would enter a trance state and a deep male voice would begin to speak,
indicating he had a message to get across to our world the wisdom that it was
only now ready for. Over a period of ten years Seth produced through Jane over
5000 typewritten records of alleged higher esoteric truth. Then Seth tried to kill
her. Though she had not previously believed in demons, this experience changed
her mind.
Internationally-known observer of the occult, Kurt Koch, says that by the use of
the Ouija Board revelations from the past and predictions about the future are
made.
Edmond Gruss tells us in his book Cults and the Occult in the Age of Aquarius
that there have been “many cases of ‘possession’ after a period of Ouija Board
use.” Supernatural contact is commonly made through use of the board and has
become a primary tool of Satan in reaching young people.
The Rev. Donald Page of the Christian Spiritualist Church reports that most
possession cases he has dealt with are people who have used the Ouija Board.
Francoise Strachan’s book, A Company of Devils, states that the Ouija Board is
“one of the easiest and quickest ways to become possessed.”
The greatest danger of the Ouija Board is that an individual begins to place his
trust and future hope in the message the board brings. As a Christian our only
source of revelation regarding future things is to be God’s Word. We are to look to
Jesus Christ and His teachings to properly understand our problems and seek a
solution. Deuteronomy 18 tells us to beware of mediums and those who practice

divination.
1 Chronicles 10 tells the story of Saul who was unfaithful to the Lord and
consulted a medium, seeking guidance and did not seek guidance from the Lord.
Therefore, the Lord slew him and turned the Kingdom over to David.
Christians can offer several reasons as to why one should not be involved in the
use of the Ouija Board. One is simply that the Bible condemns it as being
involvement in the occult (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6). Another relates to the tragic
experiences of those who have been involved with this medium. And then there’s
the fact that the messages received are often false and misleading. They are often
obscene and contrary to biblical teaching.
The following passages in Scripture give us, and those who would seek God’s
perspective, where to go for truth.
“And when they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have familiar spirits and
into wizards . . . should not a people seek unto their God?” (Isaiah 8:19)
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, . . .
and it shall be given him.” (James 1:5)

The Great Delivery
God is able to deliver those who seek Him. Victory is ours. But first, we must
receive God’s power.
We have been discussing the problems of satanic involvement. Whether we
become deceived by use of the Ouija Board, music, divination or by Dungeons and
Dragons, the end result is the same occult bondage.
Mark Bubeck’s Moody Press book, The Adversary, gives us a sound basis for
applying sound biblical doctrine in resisting the devil as he attempts to infiltrate
our lives. Basic to all victory of the believer over Satan is the absolute truth of

biblical doctrine. There is no substitute. The greatest key in warfare against Satan
is when we recognize that God’s truth is our only offense.
Bubeck refers to “doctrinal prayer” as an effective tool to use in spiritual warfare.
The sixth chapter of Ephesians tells us that we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood but against spiritual forces. We cannot effectively engage Satan in warfare
on the natural plane; we must enter the spiritual dimension to adequately
challenge Satan and defeat him and his host. According to Bubeck, doctrinal
prayer
…is the practice of praying or applying the objective, absolute truths of the
Word of God as the hope and basis of resolving our prayer burden.
Doctrinal prayer presupposes that we have a deep understanding of the
Scriptures. Bible memorization is a must for this type of prayer.
Another aspect of our spiritual warfare is that of resistance. We are called to
resist the devil. The term “resist” basically means to stand, to stand invincibly or
successfully. We can stand firm and remain invincible because of the sacrifice
Jesus made on the cross. Jesus was victorious over Satan at the cross. As God’s
people, we are victorious over Satan because of Jesus. We can successfully resist
Satan as we stand in right relationship with Christ. Since we are in Christ, and He
has all authority in heaven and earth, we are in the only place of victory.
Ephesians 6 speaks of our spiritual armor. With the exception of the sword, this
armor is defensive in nature. We have the victory; it has been won we simply need
to stand our ground. Satan has been defeated at the cross (Colossians 2:8-15) and
made powerless (Hebrews 2:14-15). The believer needs to stand in his rightful
position in Christ as victor; Jesus has already won the battle.
The Holy Spirit of God shows us the way to righteousness and restoration. Satan
attempts to convince us that we are so bad that God wouldn’t want anything to do
with us. He seeks to convince us that there is no forgiveness for what we have

done or that we have committed the unpardonable sin.
The Holy Spirit uses God’s Word to give us hope and assurance of God’s love and
forgiveness, whereas Satan creates despair, doubt, resentment, and anger toward
God, His Word, and His people. Satan intends for us to feel as though no one as
bad as we are could ever really be saved.
Doctrine and right understanding is important to our spiritual welfare. It is the
foundation upon which everything stands. Without it we are subject to every wind
that blows, every false teaching that Satan would use to lure us.
As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who have trusted in His blood atonement, we
have a vast number of tools to render the enemy ineffective. Power, position,
authority, total victory over Satan’s world belong to us. All that remains is for us
to appropriate God’s promises and recognize our position in Christ, focus our
attention against the devil’s work, and to rest in what our Lord has done for us.
Satanism is a growing concern in our culture. With this growth comes a great
deal of confusion and a lack of understanding. The following information is
designed to help you understand the problem by clearly defining the different
aspects of the occult and giving you concise information that you can use.

Defining the Occult
Cult
A cult is a group of people polarized around an individual with a magnetic
personality, who deviates from orthodox Christianity by distorting the central
message of the Bible by additional revelation or by introducing their personal
understanding of primary biblical doctrines such as the person of Jesus Christ,
heaven, hell, salvation, atonement, the virgin birth, etc.
Occult

Secret or hidden knowledge. This knowledge is not discerned by the five senses
and is therefore, supernaturally received through the practice of divination.
Witchcraft
The use of scripturally forbidden supernatural powers to manipulate people and
events. Commonly known as the “craft of the wise” or “wicca,” the worship of
nature and feminine energies mother nature. Witchcraft is manifested in two
opposing views: white magic, and black magic or witchcraft (see Deuteronomy
18:10)
White Magic
The use of supernatural power to manipulate a person or an event to bring about
good. The practice of divination is used to bring about “positive” results such as
knowledge, healing, etc.
Black Magic
The use of supernatural power to manipulate a person or an event to bring about
evil or destruction. Manipulation is achieved by use of rituals and the casting of
spells.
Satanism
Unlike Witchcraft, Satanism is the worship of Satan, formerly known as Lucifer,
and the practice of Black Magic. Satanism is a reaction against the Christian
church and the Word of God in particular. Satanism promotes a do-what-you-want
attitude and is ultimately the worship of oneself.

Categories of Involvement
Individuals involved in satanic activity fall into one of four categories:

• Multi-generational international organization
• National organizations
• Independent self-styled groups
• Individual dabblers
The greatest increase in involvement is among the latter group the dabbler. The
dabbler is, in most cases, from a middle to upper- middle class, caucasian home
and is a user of drugs and other controlled substances.
The larger concern is not in the number of young people involved in satanic
activity but what they are capable of doing when they become absorbed in the
worship of Satan.
Satanism centers around involvement in animal sacrifice, blood ritual, sex, the
use of drugs and sometimes murder. According to “The Addiction Letter” (1/89),
Most Satanism revolves around a drug and alcohol dependent lifestyle which
glorifies violence, hate, lying, stealing, and vandalism. The involved youngster
craves a higher power to validate . . . chemical dependence and Satan fills the
spiritual void.
The Mental Profile of the Dabbler
• Rebellion
• Boredom
• Low self-worth
Warning Signs of the Dabbler
The dabbler is likely to have difficulty relating to peers and in most cases, they
have withdrawn from their family and religious heritage. They tend to become
involved in a variety of the following:
• A drop in grades

• Burglary
• Drug use
• Physical and sexual abuse
• Mind control
• Animal mutilation
• Increased hatred
• Murder
• Suicide
Drug abuse is the common denominator in all levels of Satanism. Drugs have
become the primary source of mind-altering experiences for the Satanist, thereby,
giving him a false sense of power and spiritual potency.
Characteristics that may indicate satanic involvement
• Avoiding family members
• A change in friends
• Becoming secretive about activities
• Loss of interest in extra-curricular activities
• Personality changes
• An unusual interest in books, movies, videos, etc. with an occult theme
• Use of drugs and alcohol
• Lack of attendance of worship with family
Individuals are recruited into satanic groups by any number or
combination of the following:
• Free drugs or sex
• Companionship
• Power
• Money
• Pornography
• Personal choice

Satan’s Goal
According to scripture (Matthew 4:9, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Revelation 12:9), Satan’s
goal is to deceive man by blinding him to the truth of the gospel and to receive
worship for himself (Isaiah 14:12-14). On a more practical level Satan desires to
alter an individual’s values and turn them against themselves, their beliefs,
family, God and society.
The Church of Satan
Anton Szandor LaVey formed the Church of Satan in 1966. LaVey, the author of
The Satanic Bible, is perhaps the most common source of satanic ritual and
understanding available to young people today. It can be found in most large
secular bookstores. The Satanic Bible has sold more than 600,000 copies since it
was first published by Avon Books in 1969.
Secret things
Another common denominator in satanic groups is secrecy. Individuals keep a
journal of activity, rituals, charms, or messages in a notebook, blank book and
sometimes even a floppy disc. This information is often written in an alphabet that
is not widely known. Alphabets commonly used by occultists are: the witches
alphabet, the celtic alphabet used by the Druids, the Enochian alphabet, the
Egyptian and others.
Personal Initiation
Initiation plays a major role in group activity. Through initiation an individual is
given a chance to declare total allegiance to Satan by participation. Often one will
sever a portion of a finger or a toe to indicate their commitment to the unholy
one.
Other acts include being a participant in a ritual where mutilation of an animal or
human is a part of the activity. These acts are usually video-taped to be used at a

later time to keep the individual in line if need be. In some cases a criminal act is
perpetrated where the initiate is involved in a key role. An unholy communion of
sorts is taken during initiatory rituals where a cup or chalice (usually stolen from
a church) is used containing a mixture of wine, blood (human or animal) and
urine. Satanism is not for the faint-hearted.
Other methods of initiation include body markings. An inverted cross may be
burned into one’s forearm or chest, etc.
Body Markings
Commonly used markings include the following (it is important to note that body
markings can be used for the preparation of a sacrifice, as well as initiation into a
group):
• Goathead
• Inverted cross
• Skull
• Pentagram
• Baphomet
• MENA (amen)
• Black rose
• Swastika
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The Occult Connection
Christian View

–

A

written by Kerby Anderson
Occult philosophy has permeated nearly every area of our society. I believe that
Christians need to think clearly about these issues and apply a biblical worldview
to them.
Consider the pervasive influence of the occult. Students are involved with roleplaying fantasy games that introduce them to occult concepts. Universities offer
courses in paranormal and occult science. Occultic themes provide popular
material for television shows and movies. Police departments are beginning to
realize that many of the crimes they investigate have occult origins. Everywhere
we go, it seems that the occult is present.
The word occult comes from the Latin occultus, which means “concealed.” In its
ordinary usage, it means “beyond the bounds of ordinary knowledge–the
mysterious, the concealed, or that which is hidden from view.” The occult
involved such practices as magic, divination, incantations, paranormal
experiences, and the New Age concept of the expansion of consciousness.
Students of the occult frequently divide occult phenomena into three areas: (1)
forms of divination, (2) types of mystical experience, and (3) magical
manipulation.
The most common form of divination is astrology. Other examples of divination
would include palmistry, ouija boards, tarot cards, biorhythm, crystal balls, and
interpretation of dreams. Divination is evil and is strictly forbidden in
Deuteronomy 18.
Types of mystical experience would include any paranormal attempt to transcend

the bounds of our physical world. The out-of-body experiences reported by
psychics fit into this category. Other examples would be telekinesis, clairvoyance,
and psychic trances. This would also include seances, necromancy, and psychic
healing.
The final category would be magical manipulation. This is not to be confused with
the art of illusions used by professional magicians. By contrast, occultists say they
can use hidden forces in the spiritual realm to manipulate people and
circumstances.
Practitioners would include sorcerers, witches, and witch doctors. Many of these
practitioners are mentioned in the Bible. In the Old Testament we find Jezebel as
well as the magicians in Egypt. In the New Testament are Simon (Acts 8) and BarJesus (Acts 13).
Finally, let me address how Christians should respond to the occult. We should be
equipped to counteract its influence in society. First, Christians should know
God’s word. The best way to discover a counterfeit is to know the real thing. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Know God’s word and put on the
whole armor of God.
Second, resist Satan and all of his influence in your life. If we resist the devil, the
Bible teaches that he will flee from us. Third, destroy occult books and
paraphernalia in your possession. Confess and repent any involvement you have
had with the occult.
Fourth, submit your life totally to Jesus Christ. As we yield to Him and allow the
Holy Spirit to dwell within us, we are fortified for spiritual warfare. The Bible
teaches that greater is He who is in you, then he who is in the world. Lean not on
your own strength but on the strength of the Lord. You can have victory over the
forces of darkness if you know the enemy and marshall God’s spiritual resources
for the battle.

Halloween
Next I would like to focus on Halloween. Most people see Halloween as nothing
more than a harmless festival that allows kids to collect candy. Yet Halloween is
much more than a harvest festival. Its origins are deeply rooted in the occult, and
the various practitioners of the black arts identify Halloween as a significant
event in the pagan calendar. The following questions and answers should help you
be more aware of the occultic nature of Halloween.
The date, October 31st, has long been known as “The Festival of the Dead.” The
Celtic tribes and their priests, the Druids, celebrated this day as a marker for the
change from life to death. Today, the modern celebration of Halloween is usually
performed by adherents of witchcraft who use the day (and especially the night)
for their rituals.
Witches celebrate Halloween as the “Feast of Samhain”–the first feast of the
witchcraft year. Being a festival of the dead, Halloween is a time when witches
attempt to communi- cate with the dead through various forms of divination.
Witches believe that this day marks the time when the Mother Goddess (also
known as Mother Nature, Goddess of the Earth) returns to the underworld to
sleep under a blanket of snow. In her place comes another god–the Horned
God–who emerges to begin his reign of death. Witches believe this is a time when
the life of summer is replaced by the death of winter. Halloween is a high feast
day to celebrate the end of summer and the coming of winter.
In later centuries, the Catholic Church attempted to redeem this pagan holiday by
designating it as “All Saints Day.” Protestant churches during the Reformation
chose not to celebrate this day, seeing it as an attempt to Christianize a pagan
holiday.
For example, let’s look at the practice of dressing up on Halloween. During most
of the 20th century, children in America have been dressing up on Halloween so

they can go out and “trick- or-treat.” This tradition has been self- perpetuating for
decades, but if we go back to the origins of Halloween, we can again see the
occult connection.
Occultists who revered Halloween as a pagan holy day saw this day as a time of
transition between life and death. They believed that during this transition from
life to death, the two worlds were momentarily in contact with one another. The
veil between these two worlds (the land of the living and the land of the dead) was
very thin, and so many believed they would come in contact with the spirit world.
Some occult practitioners practiced divination and believed one could learn the
secrets of life and wisdom by lying on a grave and listening to the messages from
the long-departed. Others taught that spirits and ghosts left the grave during this
night and would seek out warmth in their previous homes. Villagers, fearful of the
possibility of being visited by the ghosts of past occupants, would dress up in
costumes to scare the spirits on their way. They would also leave food and other
treats at their doors to appease the spirits so they would not destroy their homes
or crops but instead move on down the road.
Another technique used to scare away the spirits was to carve a scary face into a
pumpkin. People hoped this horrible visage would move the spirit on to another
home or village and spare their home from destruction. Sometimes the villagers
would light a candle and place it within the pumpkin and use it as a lantern
(hence the name “Jack-o-Lantern”). Then they would walk from the local grave
yard to their homes in an effort to scare off evil spirits that might be walking
down the road after leaving the grave.
Within witchcraft there are four pagan festivals celebrated throughout the year.
The first festival in the witchcraft calendar is Halloween (October 31). This is the
celebration of life and death. It is also known as Hallowmas. Second is Candlemas
(February 2) which honors the “God of Death.” This festival gives thanks to him
for keeping them from sickness and wishes him well as he journeys back to the

underworld. The third festival is Beltane on May eve (April 30). This celebration
welcomes new life and involves fertility rituals. A final festival is Lammas (August
1), which is a festival of the harvest. Witches give thanks to the Goddess of the
Earth for making the crops grow.
The pagan origins of Halloween should be sufficient to cause Christian parents to
question the wisdom of allowing their children to participate in a witchcraft
festival. Given this information, parents really have only two choices: fight the
celebration of Halloween and provide alternatives.
At a time when schools are removing any religious significance from Christmas
(now often merely called winter break) and Easter (spring break), it is ironic that
most public schools still celebrate Halloween. Responsible parents should ask
school administrators to restrict Halloween celebrations. Pictures of witches,
haunted houses, and other occultic practices in the public schools are a
promotion of pagan, religious practices.
Many churches have begun to develop creative alternatives. Church youth groups
hold bowling or skating parties. Some groups spend the night going out and
witnessing to those in the streets. Other churches hold a Fall Fun Festival and
have children come to the church facilities in biblical costumes. Such programs
keep children safe and focus their attention on the Bible rather than on a pagan,
occultic ritual.

Astrology
Less conspicuous and more insidious than Halloween is the practice of astrology.
Even occupants of the White House have failed to see its occultic connection.
Former White House chief of staff Don Regan said in his book that “virtually every
major move and decision the Reagans made during my time as White House chief
of staff was cleared in advanced with a woman in San Francisco who drew up
horoscopes.” The friend was later identified as Joan Quigley, a San Francisco

astrology author.
When Ronald Reagan scheduled the signing of the INF treaty for the afternoon of
December 8th instead of during prime-time television hours, many were puzzled.
Former chief of staff Don Regan said it was performed in the afternoon because
Nancy Reagan said that was when “the stars were right.”
The Reagans were hardly the first national leaders to be interested in astrology.
Teddy Roosevelt mounted his natal horoscope on a chessboard so he could study
it each day. During World War II, Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and
Adolf Hitler shared at least one thing in common: they were all interested in
horoscopes. And even Charles DeGaulle quoted a pre-war horoscope predicting
he would rule France.
Even though astrology is unscientific and illogical, it is still very popular. Over
1200 daily newspapers carry horoscopes, and there are 12,000 full-time and
about 175,000 part-time astrologers. Many people make it a daily ritual to consult
their horoscopes, and some hire professional astrologers to help them make
business and personal decisions.
Astrology had its beginnings in the fertile crescent in Mesopotamia. During the
period from the Sumarians through the Chaldeans, astrology gained prominence
and developed into the formalized occultic structure found today.
Astrology is based upon the questionable assumption that the fixed stars, sun,
moon, and planets have an influence upon people and historical events. This
influence can be determined once one knows the exact hour of one’s birth. In fact,
the word horoscope means “a consideration of the hour.” Once the time and place
of birth are known, the stars can be consulted and a forecast can be made.
There are good scientific reasons to question the basis of astrology. First, it is
based upon a geocentric solar system rather than a heliocentric one. The basic
premise of astrology is that the sun and planets rotate around the earth. Yet

science tells us that the earth and planets rotate around the sun. Thus, the
science of astronomy undermines the quackery of astrology.
Second, astrology is based upon the assumption that there are seven planets.
Moreover it identifies the sun and moon as planets. Lacking telescopes and other
astronomical instruments, the founders of astrology incorrectly identified some
heavenly bodies as planets and were unaware of other planets. Thus, a second
assumption of astrology fails to square with scientific data.
Third, astrology mixes and matches stars that should not be grouped together.
The 12 signs of the zodiac are quite arbitrary. They mix together stars in one
constellation that are actually quite far from each other–often in entirely different
parts of our Milky Way galaxy. Moreover, since the stars are in motion, some of
the constellations change shape over time. In essence, the zodiac of astrology is
arbitrary and subject to change and hardly reliable as a guide for one’s future.
But in addition to the scientific problems with astrology, there are also logical
problems. First is the well-documented fact that different astrologers sometimes
cast different horoscopes for the same person. If astrology were an objective
science, we would expect different astrologers to cast the same horoscope for the
same person. Instead, they make vastly different predictions about the same
person. If we can determine our destiny from the stars, we should not find such
vastly different predictions. Since we do, we must conclude that astrology does
not lead to logical conclusions.
A second logical problem related to the previous one is that if astrology were true,
then twins would have the same destiny. Being born in the same place and at
approximately the same time should ensure that twins would have the same
destiny. Yet the history of twins shows that although there are similarities, there
are also significant differences not readily predicted by astrology.
A third problem is the inability to predict accurately the future of people with
known destinies. In order to test this idea, one researcher put together what he

called a “test of destinies.” He gave astrologers 40 birthdates. Twenty belonged to
known criminals and 20 belonged to peace-loving citizens. He asked them to
separate the birthdates into the two categories.
None of the astrologers separated them correctly. The researcher said, “The
result is always great confusion: the astrologers invariably select a mixed bag of
criminals and peaceful citizens in about the same proportion that a machine
would pick randomly.”
Finally, in addition to scientific and logical problems with astrology, there are also
scriptural problems with astrology. In Deuteronomy 18:9-12, God lists five
categories of detestable practices. These range from witchcraft to child sacrifice.
They also include divination, which is the attempt to predict the future through
such methods as reading the stars. All of these are listed as detestable practices.
Unfortunately we live in a society that sets up a dichotomy between hard-core
occult activity like witchcraft and satanism and so- called soft-core occult such as
reading horoscopes and playing with ouija boards. All are considered detestable
practices and should be avoided. Don’t be tempted to dabble in these activities.
Instead, resist Satan and he will flee from you.
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