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Sue Bohlin suggests four ways the resurrection of Jesus can make a difference in
the lives of believers today.
What difference does the resurrection make—in our lives? It’s the most important
event in all of human history. Where’s the “so what” for today?
I meditated on this question for weeks, eventually creating a list too long for this
blog post. So let me share my favorites.
All pain and suffering will be redeemed and resolved.
I’ve lived in a body with a disability since I got polio at eight months old and was
paralyzed from the waist down. I got some use of my left leg and hip back, but I
had to wear a steel and leather brace for the first several years of my life. Every
step I’ve taken, I have limped. I had several orthopedic surgeries and 14 years of
physical therapy.
We used to sing a song in church that made me cry Every. Single. Time.
You Hold Me Now {1}
For eternity
All my heart will give
All the glory to Your Name
No weeping, no hurt or pain
No suffering
You hold me now
You hold me now

No darkness, no sick or lame
No hiding, You hold me now
You hold me now
The first time I walk without a limp will be in my resurrected body, in heaven
where there will be no polio, no weakness, no limping. There will be no scooters
in heaven. No wheelchairs. No walkers.
No insulin pumps.
No percussion vests for cystic fibrosis.
No cochlear implants for the deaf.
No braille books or signs for the blind.
No dentures or dental implants.
No prosthetics.
All the technology and tools we have developed to help people deal with life in a
fallen, broken world will be obsolete and never needed again. The fallen, broken
world will be resurrected too! Full of glory and beauty and strength and
perfection.
What difference does the resurrection make? It affects how I live through times of
pain and suffering. I know I can bear it if there is a purpose and God is going to
make everything right.
The resurrection means all pain and suffering is temporary, and there is meaning
to it.
The resurrection means God sustains me through the difficult times because He is
doing a beautiful thing in me that I will only be able to see and appreciate in my
resurrection body.
A second difference the resurrection makes is that heaven is real, so we don’t
have to fear death.

The resurrection means that if we are believers, if we have trusted in Christ,
when we cross over from life on earth to life in heaven, we will be with Jesus and
with all the people, starting with Adam and Eve, who put their trust in Him.
It means we can look forward to being reunited with our loved ones who have
died.
I’m looking forward to seeing my daughter Becky again. She’s been with Jesus 42
years. I’m looking forward to being there when our sons Curt and Kevin meet
their sister, who was born and died before they came along. I’m looking forward
to seeing my mom and dad, my grandparents and other family members,
including my wonderful cousin George who just moved to heaven last week.
We can look forward to meeting super distant family members and even people
we heard about but never met, like the apostles and Saint Augustine and Corrie
Ten Boom and Billy Graham.
And since heaven is real, it means we don’t have to fear death.
When we put our trust in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection, death is merely a
doorway into the next life. We leave our bodies and step across the threshold of
heaven to be with Jesus.
There are so many stories of what a difference the resurrection makes in the life
of a believer as they face death!
Recently I posted a question on Facebook asking friends to share dying stories of
heaven-bound believers. I got so many delightful responses!
“My friend Charla was a hospice nurse for many years. She tells of one man, O.J.,
on his deathbed. His best friend, Floyd, had gone to heaven several years earlier.
O.J. had been comatose for a day or so. Charla said he was peaceful and close to
death as she sat with him, holding his hand and speaking soothing words to him.
All of a sudden, with his eyes still closed, O.J. broke into a brilliant smile, lifted his

other hand up into the air and said expectantly, ‘Floyd!’ and he went right to
heaven! Charla said she’d held his hand on Earth as Floyd grasped his hand in
heaven.”
“In the last moments of my father’s life, he was beaming with joy as he saw his
friends on the other side waiting for him. He held up his hands, greeting them by
name, ‘Brother Harold! Brother Bob!'”
3 weeks before my believing aunt passed, she saw her husband who had died
several years before, in white robes reaching out his arms to her. Then while in
the hospital, Aunt Rose walked by a statue of Jesus and paused as if talking to
him. My cousin asked, “Mom, are you talking to Jesus?”
She said, “Yes, and He said, ‘Hang in there Rosie, you’ll be with Me shortly.'” A
few days later, she told my cousins what she was seeing as the curtain between
heaven and earth grew more and more transparent.
She exclaimed that heaven was so beautiful, so filled with warmth and kindness.
Her daughter asked her if it was like Hawaii and she laughed and said, “No, it’s
like a warm summer afternoon in Wisconsin.” The week she died, she started
seeing Jesus in a white robe, and then the day before she died the robe turned
gold. That night she told my cousin, “Go to bed. You’re keeping me from meeting
Jesus.” She died several hours later.
What difference does the resurrection make? It means when loved ones die, it’s
just a “see you later” rather than a forever goodbye.
It means that as you get rolled from pre-op to the operating room and get ready to
undergo anesthesia, you can relax in peace knowing that if anything were to go
wrong during surgery, you’d wake up in heaven.
It means being legitimately concerned about the dying process hurting, but not
concerned about what happens one minute after death.

The resurrection means death has been robbed of its power and its sting.
Another difference the resurrection makes is that we become more aware of
the unseen, eternal world.
Since Jesus said He had come from heaven, and that He would rise from the dead
in 3 days—and then He did!—that validates everything He taught about the
unseen and eternal dimension of life.
We can become more aware of the fact that we live in two worlds at the same
time, the seen and physical world and the unseen spiritual world (2 Corinthians
4:18).
I love to snorkel in the Caribbean. I love
being able to look at the beautiful fish and
corals of the underwater world while
effortlessly breathing the air of the abovewater world. I love functioning in two
worlds at the same time.

What difference does the resurrection make? It means we can operate in two
worlds simultaneously.
It means we can learn to focus on the unseen, eternal realm as more real than the
temporal realm.
It means we can intentionally become so much more effective in our prayers
because we start to see we truly do release God’s power into other people’s lives

and situations when we pray.
Operating in two realms at the same time means we can sit in our living rooms
and release the light of God’s truth and power into legal and political situations in
our nation’s capital.
We can be walking or driving in our cars wherever we are and pour the grace of
God’s power into the hearts of persecuted Christians on the other side of the
world.
We can read or hear the news on the internet or the newspaper and lift up events
and needs and problems to the throne of God no matter where they are.
The resurrection means we can wear “invisible snorkel gear” and operate in the
earthly realm and the spirit realm at the same time.
A final difference the resurrection makes is that we will be married to Christ.
The church, the body of Christ, will be married to our heavenly bridegroom Jesus.
The greatest earthly marriages are still only a foretaste of the ultimate, perfect
marriage between the Bride of Christ and the Lamb.
The best, healthiest earthly marriages are still between two broken, fallen sinners
who hurt and irritate and annoy each other and are in constant need of
forgiveness.
The very best marriages are not ultimately fulfilling and completing because only
Jesus can fill and complete us. There are still times of loneliness and not being
understood and wondering, “Is this as good as it gets?” Yes, because earthly
marriages are not the ultimate purpose of your life.
If you are single, even if by God’s grace you are content in your singleness, there
is still a longing for connection that eludes you on earth because you were made

for a deep and perfect union and connection with Jesus.
What difference does the resurrection make? It means we will be bound up with
the rest of the body of Christ to become His bride.
And these three differences that the resurrection make, I believe, are only the tip
of the iceberg.
1. Hillsong Music, words and music by Joel Houston & Aodhan King
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