“Where Are the Rest of Jesus’
Teachings?”
Dr. Michael Gleghorn

I have been searching for text/documents/anything that Jesus taught. He
had over three years of anointed ministry, and only a few lines in the
Gospels are recorded. Where is the rest of His teachings? I doubt that He
wrote them down to a great extent, but surely some of his followers wrote
down His teachings.
It’s great to hear about your excitement for the teachings of Jesus! May the Lord
increase your tribe!
There is, unfortunately, a lot of nonsense written about Jesus—both at the
scholarly and popular level (though doubtless more at the popular level). The fact
of the matter is that the earliest and best historical evidence concerning Jesus and
his teachings is to be found in the New Testament. Nothing else even comes
close.
Of course, Jesus is mentioned in some ancient non-Christian sources. I have
written a brief article about it here: probe.org/ancient-evidence-for-jesus-fromnon-christian-sources-2/
Additionally, the Gospel of Thomas appears to contain some of Jesus’ actual
sayings. According to New Testament scholar Bart Ehrman, probably about 1/3 of

this gospel contains actual sayings of Jesus (or something close), about 1/3 of the
sayings are full-blown Gnosticism (espousing things that Jesus never taught), and
the final 1/3 are somewhere in between these two.
But here’s the thing. The Gospel of Thomas is an early second century production.
The other apocryphal and pseudepigraphical gospels are later still. By contrast,
all of the New Testament documents (including the four gospels) are first century
productions. So bottom line: if you want to know what Jesus really taught, you
need to read the New Testament (and the NT gospels in particular). Indeed, the
reason scholars think that some of the sayings in the Gospel of Thomas are
probably authentic sayings of Jesus is because they are consistent with sayings we
find in the New Testament Gospels—the earliest and most historically trustworthy
documents we have concerning the life and teachings of Jesus.
A few other books you might enjoy by good, solid, evangelical Jesus scholars:
1. Fabricating Jesus: How Modern Scholars Distort the Gospels, by Craig A.
Evans:
www.amazon.com/Fabricating-Jesus-Scholars-Distort-Gospels/dp/0830833188/
2. Reinventing Jesus: How Contemporary Skeptics Miss the Real Jesus and
Mislead Popular Culture, by Komoszewski, Sawyer, and Wallace:
www.amazon.com/Reinventing-Jesus-J-Ed-Komoszewski/dp/082542982X/
3. The Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of Christ, by Gary R.
Habermas:
www.amazon.com/Historical-Jesus-Ancient-Evidence-Christ/dp/0899007325/
May the Lord greatly bless you in your studies!
Shalom in Christ,
Michael Gleghorn
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