Why Didn’t God Communicate to
Us More Clearly?
Why is there so much confusion among believers and
denominations? Why didnt God state everything in a simple,
abridged manner to avoid this cluster of contradictory
interpretations? This not only relates to young earth vs old
earth, but on hundreds of doctrinal topics.
Thanks for your letter. You ask a very good question: “Why
didn’t God state everything in a simple, abridged manner to
avoid this cluster of contradictory interpretations?”
Let me attempt to provide some possible options to consider.
Before doing so, however, I must honestly admit that I do not
know (with any certainty) why God did things the way He did.
The only way I could know this would be if God had told me.
And He hasn’t. However, He may have given us some clues in the
Bible itself.
First, I think we should always bear in mind that MOST of the
Bible is readily comprehensible when read carefully. To be
sure, there are “some things hard to understand” (2 Peter
3:16), but much of the Bible (when read carefully) is readily
understandable.
Second, sometimes man’s difficulty with biblical
interpretation stems from sinfulness and a strong motivation
not to WANT to understand what the text says. This, I think,
is why Jesus sometimes spoke in parables. Parables revealed
spiritual truth to those open to receive it, but hid the truth
from those who rejected Jesus and His message. Along these
lines, note in particular Jesus’ statement in Matthew
13:10-17–
And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to
them in parables?”

Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not
been granted.
“For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will
have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he
has shall be taken away from him.
“Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing
they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do
they understand.
“In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled,
which says, ‘YOU WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT
UNDERSTAND; YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
FOR THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL, WITH THEIR EARS
THEY SCARCELY HEAR, AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES, HEAR WITH THEIR
EARS, AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN, AND I WOULD
HEAL THEM.’
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears,
because they hear.
“For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men
desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear
what you hear, and did not hear it.
(See also Isaiah 6:9-10; Mark 4:11-12; Luke 8:16-18; etc.).
Thus, some of the difficulty with understanding God’s word
comes from man’s sinfulness, hard-heartedness, and unbelief.
Finally, with those passages which are really difficult, and
about which very good Christian scholars differ, I think we
have a motivation to dig deeper into God’s word, to study more
diligently, to seek His meaning more carefully and
prayerfully. By agonizing over difficulties, many Christians
have gained a very deep knowledge of the Scriptures.
These are at least some POSSIBLE reasons why God’s word is
sometimes difficult to understand. I hope they help at least a
little bit.
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