“Why Is God Allowing Me to Suffer?”
I don’t know what to think anymore. I am a Christian (or thought I was a child of God) and
go to church weekly, tithe weekly and try to live my life according to God’s Word.
I was downsized by my company last June, I have gone thru my severance and my
retirement money, I am losing my home and my life. I am just weeks away from being a
homeless person because I will have to walk away from my home and possessions. I have
applied to over 140 jobs with nothing panning out. I have a college degree and a medical
certificate and was at my company for over 12 years—I am not a slouch by any means.
I just don’t know how to think about God anymore. I have talked to Him daily, confessed all
known sin, studied until I am cross-eyed, I have asked daily for His help, what He wants me
to learn from this, what He would like me to do for Him while I am waiting, etc. I am at a
loss here and it appears He is going to allow me to be taken down and die this way. I have
never been so discouraged in my life and have even considered taking it because it would
end all the pain and misery. I only haven’t because I am to scared of Him to do so. So
where is the loving God I have been worshipping all these years? I really don’t think I was
saved after all because I don’t think He would do this to a child of His. I have seen other
Christians in my community go thru job loss and He has helped them through it all and
they are back to their lives, but not me. What is wrong with me that He won’t help me?
Discouraged and alone,
______
I am so very, very sorry for what you have been experiencing in this huge trial. It sounds like you are
so discouraged and hopeless that you are questioning if you are actually saved at all because God
seems to be treating you differently than what you’ve seen with other Christians. You sound
frustrated and panicky because God appears to be allowing everything to go down the drain. And
who can blame you for feeling this way? I am so sorry.
It’s especially hard in our culture where we tend to equate God’s goodness and love with Him
keeping us comfortable. So when we lose the things that have made our lives comfortable and
livable, we question if God is still loving and good. And then we’re open to the enemy’s suggestion
that God is neither loving nor good, and that He owes it to His children to keep us comfortable.
Then, when we focus on a resulting sense of entitlement, it’s easy to let a spirit of anger and
bitterness grow inside.
You are not alone. Job had the exact same feelings and the exact same questions. And that is why I
am so grateful for that book, because it provides a perspective we couldn’t possibly know through
our reason or our experience. When you’ve done everything right, when you’ve sought to examine
yourself to see if there is any unconfessed sin, when you’ve prayed and submitted to God and still
things don’t change, there may well be a drama unfolding in the spiritual dimension that you can’t
possibly see right now. Satan was the source of attacks on Job, but God allowed it for His glory and
for Job’s ultimate benefit.
I don’t know what God is doing in you, ______. But I do know that He is good, and that He loves you,
and that He has a plan for these horribly difficult times in your life. Even if it entails losses you could
never imagine. A hundred years from today, when you are with Him in heaven, it will make sense.

This is not the end, even if it can feel like it.
I think more and more Christians will find themselves in similar situations, where we become
dependent on other members of the Body of Christ to survive difficult financial seasons in our lives. I
believe this is why the Word says that it is important to stay connected to the Body in community,
because community helps us with both discouragement and the isolation of aloneness. The Body of
Christ is His “aloneness-fighter” for each other. And I pray you will be able to find resources for
support in your church, or a church in your area that follows the Bible’s pattern for taking care of
each other.
I wish I had a solution for you, ______. All I know is that God is still God, and love is still driving all
His dealings with you. I know that He wants to bless you and glorify Himself, even if His definition of
blessing is not what you would choose right now. I send this with a prayer that you will experience
His provision and His love in new and deeper ways, regardless of how He provides for you, and
regardless of how He shows His love for you.
With sincere concern,
Sue Bohlin
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