“You Should Improve Your Article ‘A Short
Look at Six World Religions'”
My name is ______ and I am a born again Christian. I have a BA in Pastoral Theology and a
MA in Philosophical Theology. I believe that there could be improvements to your article A
Short Look at Six World Religions.
I do believe that “snapshot” looks at our neighbors’ faiths are valuable but they do have
limitations. It can be difficult to convey the rich diversity of their sects, denominations,
and teachings. This being the case, and given that adherents of any faith often do not align
strictly to orthodox doctrine, it may be worth noting in your piece in the sections that deal
with “relating with folks from these faiths” that on top of prayer and Biblical knowledge
they should listen closely to the others’ perspectives. Listening at first will give more
clarity to the type or specific tradition the person is a part of.
Islam has been called a religion of works, but I have found this to not be true upon both
study and speaking to Muslims. They are fully dependent on Allah’s mercy and the grace of
God. They will often say that even if they were perfect and without sin, God could cast them
into hell if he wanted because God owes no one anything—it is His grace and mercy alone
that allows salvation. This is an important facet of Islam that I feel should be included. The
six tenets of faith are of course much more flexible in many Muslims’ eyes than the five
pillars and this could be emphasized. I also would say that Islam is no more fatalistic than
many expressions of Christian faith. As many Christians would say, God is sovereign and
everything that happens is in His purview and is because He allows it. Even Satan’s and
hell’s existence is only because of His allowing it to be so. I do not think of Christianity is
fatalistic because of this teaching. One Christian tradition that may deviate from this is
Process Theologies of Christianity, which in my reading give more a ‘participant’ role to
God than ‘sovereign’. You write that Allah is a distant spiritual being, but again this is not
how I have heard Muslims describe God. They will often as Christians do also balance
transcendence and immanence. I have read of Allah being the center of all things, not ‘out
there’. It is we who may feel like we’re ‘out there’ when we are distanced by sin.
I appreciate that you note Hinduism’s diversity. Star Wars, however, I would argue is closer
to Taoism.
There are some forms of Buddhism that pray, and worship divine beings. I would disagree
with C.S. Lewis—Buddhism may be said more properly to be a ‘reformation’ of Hinduism,
not a heresy. Buddha wanted to bring a more ‘democratic’ and less austere faith. The ‘I
don’t exist’ is the ego. A Buddhist would recognize a pinch hurts and that a pinch hurts any
living creature. Buddhists would say that Nirvana is not a goal, and is not something that
is sought. There is no inconsistency of no-self and karma continuing the ripple effects.
Karma is just cause-effect. A Buddhist would seek to absolve all action, cause-effect.
Though a person dies, the consequences of their actions will still effect the next generation
and their environment.
It may be worth noting the Messianic Jewish movement—I worshipped alongside these
folks in a St. Paul Minnesota Temple and they are really Jews for Jesus!
It may be more appropriate to refer to Mormonism and Jehovah’s Witnesses as ‘sects’

rather than cults as this is the trend in writing, commentary, and popular usage.
I hope that some of this may be useful to you, even if to a small degree. I do thank you for
your ministry at Probe and am grateful that you write on these other religions with great
love in your writing voice. My best wishes to you!
Thank you, ______.
It may be helpful for you to understand that the article on our website is the radio transcript of a
week of programs I was asked to do for Moody Radio some years ago, giving a 35,000-foot overview
of major religions to their radio audience in a very restricted time parameter. And that’s why it’s
called a “Short” look at world religions.
Your excellent observations are about fine-tuning the details of an article that was intentionally
written with broad brush strokes. So I’m going to add it to our website from a link at the bottom of
the article, highlighted in a “See Also” box.
Thank you, thank you for “hearing” the love in my heart and in my fingertips as I wrote this article!
You have greatly blessed me today!
Warmly,
Sue
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