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You responded to a question written by someone titled, “Where are the OT
Prophecies of Jesus’ Resurrection?” Your answer is troubling. In Acts
13:32 God the Holy Spirit through Luke makes it expressly clear that He
did prophesy in the OT regarding Christ’s resurrection. You answered that
there are no prophecies in the OT about Jesus’ resurrection. Summed up:
Your answer is in contradiction to Acts 13:32. Resolution?
I do (in fact) believe that there are OT predictions concerning the resurrection of
Christ. The issue I was wrestling with in my response, however, is whether any of
these predictions are “explicit” or “specific.” I state this quite clearly in my
original letter:
“I do not think there are any specific predictions of Jesus’ resurrection in the
OT.”
And although I could always be wrong, it doesn’t seem to me that the predictions
are of this sort. It is only after His resurrection that we can clearly see that these
passages were intended to refer to the resurrection of Christ. Prior to this,
however, it does not seem to me that it was clear from the OT that the Messiah
would be raised from the dead. This is certainly not something that the Jews of
Jesus’ day (including Jesus’ own disciples) were expecting. This is quite clear, I
think, if you look at those passages in which Jesus predicts His resurrection to His
own disciples (e.g. Mark 8:31-32; 9:30-32; etc.). Indeed, the apostle John tells us
quite explicitly that he did not believe until he saw some evidence of Jesus’
resurrection. And (speaking for himself and the other disciples) he specifically

tells us why:
“For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise again from
the dead” (John 20:9).
In other words, ______, in spite of all the OT prophetic evidence AND Jesus’
repeated predictions that He would rise from the dead after being crucified, the
disciples did not understand any of it. It was still not clear to them. They were not
expecting the death and resurrection of their Messiah and they were initially
quite surprised by it all.
So while I agree that there are OT predictions of the resurrection of Christ, I just
don’t see that these predictions are explicit in the sense of telling us directly,
“The Messiah will be raised from the dead,” etc. Of course, if you can point one
out to me that is explicit in this sense, I would be very grateful.
So it seems to me that the resolution to your difficulty, ______, is to read your
sources a bit more carefully in the future.
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