
“Do  You  Have  Statistics  on
Cohabitation?”
Do  you  have  any  statistics  which  indicate  the  dangers  of
cohabiting and the results on a relationship?

Thank you for your e-mail about cohabitation. Of course, the
Bible has something to say about this subject, but let me
focus  merely  on  the  statistics.  (If  you  are  looking  for
specific citations of these statistics, please see my article
Cohabitation. It has 17 citation-rich endnotes.)

Research  by  Christians  and  non-Christians  in  this  field
consistently finds that living together before you are married
will  significantly  increase  your  likelihood  of  a  future
divorce. There are lots of studies done in this field you
would read, but here is a brief summary of the statistical
facts about cohabitation:

Percentage of Americans who have cohabited at one time1.
or another: 50%
Percentage of cohabiting couples who go on to marry:2.
50-60%
Percentage  of  cohabiting  relationships  involving3.
children: 40%
Percentage of unions that survive two years:4.
Cohabiting unions not leading to marriage: 33%
Marital unions: 95%
Percentage of unions that survive ten years:5.
Cohabiting unions not leading to marriage: 12%
Marital unions: 90%
Likelihood  of  divorce  within  first  ten  years  of6.
marriage:
Those who cohabit prior to marriage are almost twice as
likely to divorce as opposed to those who do not cohabit
prior to marriage.
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As you can see, living together before you are married can
affect  your  marriage  in  a  deleterious  way.  Christian  and
secular research is validating what the Bible has been saying
all along.

Kerby Anderson
Probe Ministries

 

See Also:
“Cohabitation” by Kerby Anderson

 

“My Husband Wants to Put Our
Daughter on Birth Control!”
Help! During a casual child raising discussion, I found out
that my husband insists on putting our (unborn) daughter on
birth control when she enters high school. He claims that it
is  the  best  thing  “just  in  case”  she  gets  caught  up  in
temptation — he does not want her to “ruin” her life by having
a baby so young nor does he want to raise the child for her. I
tried to express my disagreement with the idea, indicating
that I believe that placing her on birth control is a form of
condoning  the  behavior  and  I  do  not  want  to  give  that
impression to her. I even tried to use an analogy of telling
her not to use drugs, but giving her a clean pipe to carry
around “just in case” she is at a party one night and is
tempted  to  smoke  crack!  Of  course  he  saw  the  drugs  as
completely different, and he insists that birth control is the
way to go. Your personal input backed by theological soundness
is greatly appreciated.
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I answer your question both as a mom and as someone who
ministered to high school girls for several years.

First  of  all,  you  can  relax.  Making  policy  about  unborn
children is something lots of parents do and it completely
changes when reality sets in.

Secondly, the cross-gender relationship between your husband
and his little girl is going to be very different from what he
expects. If he’s like most fathers he’s going to be extremely
protective of her, and that means looking at the young men she
hangs around with a very wary eye. Instead of putting her on
birth control, there’s an even better chance he’ll have an
eyeball-to-eyeball little “chat” with her male friends and let
them know how he expects them to take extremely good care of
her and that means not touching her sexually in ANY way. (With
some dads, that “chat” happens without words by giving them
the evil eye. . .<smile>)

Your drug analogy was really very good even if he blew you off
about it. Here’s another one: what if he bought a Lambourghini
that he kept in the garage, washed and waxed every week, was
absolutely obsessive-compulsive about keeping it maintained to
perfection. . . and then, when you daughter got her license at
16, said, “Here are the keys, honey, and of course, I got you
insurance because you might get in a wreck but hey–no big
deal. I expect you to wreck a car the first year of driving.”
Uhh…..I’m thinkin’, NOT!!! <grin>

When  parents  get  their  teenagers  birth  control,  they  are
making a statement about having low expectations of their
kids. It’s amazing that we can expect that kids will exercise
tremendous self-discipline for sports or academics, but when
it comes to sexual activity we assume they are incapable of
it! It’s entirely possible to start talking about the treasure
of virginity and the importance of maintaining modesty as soon
as kids are old enough to know what they are, and build a
protective wall of positive expectations that help the kids



maintain their purity. It has been a joy to see both our
teenage sons accept a chastity ring and the challenge to stay
virgins until they get married, and to fight the temptations
of the flesh out of their own convictions. In other words, it
CAN be done.

When my husband and I were growing up, we were told “Just say
no” to sex, but not given any reasons why. When it was our
turn to parent, we explained how God’s word tells us to keep
the  marriage  bed  pure  and  condemns  fornication  (sexual
immorality), which is any kind of sexual activity outside of
marriage. As Josh McDowell communicates in his “Right From
Wrong” conferences and book, God’s commands are given to both
protect us from harm and provide us with good. We talked to
our kids about sexually transmitted diseases (and showed them
really gross photos of diseased sexual organs from the Medical
Institute  for  Sexual  Health  [http://www.medinstitute.org/],
where Ray got training for giving lectures on STDs). We also
told them that sex in marriage is worth waiting for.

We understand that our kids will make their own decisions
about these things, but we gave them all the ammunition to
fight temptation (and a culture that is absolutely saturated
in sex) that we could.

The great news is that parents today have more help [for
example, Aim for Success at http://www.aimforsuccess.org] in
assisting their kids to value purity and chastity than ever
before, especially in the church. I hope that by the time your
daughter is old enough to handle this issue, there will be
even more!

 

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries
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“How  Do  I  Recover  From  My
Husband’s  Adultery  with
Prostitutes?”
I have only been married four short years this December. I
just  learned  my  husband  committed  adultery  on  at  least  2
occasions with a prostitute. He says he is sorry and wants to
salvage the marriage. I have conflicting emotions from moment
to moment. If we as Christians are supposed to forgive others
for their sins, why does God allow for divorce when a spouse
is unfaithful? I find it hard to believe that a marriage can
survive infidelity and I am wondering how one ever trusts
their spouse again after this type of betrayal? We are both
Christians.  He  was  saved  three  years  ago,  no  religious
upbringing.  We  do  not  have  a  Church  home  and  share  no
Christian friends. We sought counsel from a Christian and that
counselor  told  me  that  I  had  approximately  30  days  from
discovery to either remain, forgive and never speak of the
adultery  again  or  divorce.  He  says  that  the  30  days  is
biblical. I have never heard of this nor have I read it in the
Bible. I think if I choose to stay within the marriage it
should  be  based  on  my  spouses  behavior.  I  appreciate  any
information you may have and I thank you for your time.

I am so very, very sorry for the pain you are experiencing.
Your  conflicting  emotions  are  totally  normal  and  to  be
expected.

The  biggest  thing  you  need  to  know  is  that  there  is  a
difference between forgiving someone and trusting him again.
They are not the same. When we forgive, we release the other
person from our desire to exact revenge on them for hurting
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us. We let go of their sin against us into God’s hands so that
He can deal with them. But broken trust is another matter; it
needs to be earned back, and that takes time. A good amount of
time, consisting of one faithful, responsible, caring choice
after another.

In order to understand God’s allowance for divorce, consider
what the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 19:8—”Moses permitted you
to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it
was not this way from the beginning.” The Lord allows for
divorce as a matter of love and grace for the one being hurt
by a hard-hearted spouse. In the case of infidelity, when a
spouse is repentant and truly wants to mend the marriage,
God’s desire is that He glorify Himself in the marriage by
demonstrating His power and grace in the relationship.

There are many spouses who will attest to the fact that there
is indeed trust after betrayal if the unfaithful one truly
repents and commits to faithfulness. But it takes time, like I
said. Probably close to a year minimum.

I disagree with the 30-day ultimatum. I see nothing in the
Bible that says that. I do agree that if you choose to stay in
the marriage it would depend on whether your husband shows
remorse, demonstrates repentance, seeks accountability and is
willing for his whereabouts to be checked on at all times.
People  who  are  hiding  nothing  have  nothing  to  fear  from
accountability.

Here is a link to the Midlife Dimensions website, which offers
help  and  resources  for  dealing  with  an  affair:
www.midlife.com/html/resources/articles/category_affairs.htm.
I am concerned that you two are not plugged into a church home
and therefore do not have any support system. This is going to
make recovery unnecessarily difficult. I would hope that one
way your husband could show you he’s serious about mending
your marriage is to find a church home and get connected to
other people who will help support your marriage. God never

http://www.midlife.com/html/resources/articles/category_affairs.htm


intended for us to be “Lone Ranger Christians.” His intent is
for us to be knitted into the body of Christ for support and
as a way to receive His various kinds of grace. You are
cheating yourself and yourselves to not be connected to an
important source of life and strength. I want to strongly
suggest that you make this a priority.

I hope you find this helpful.

Sue Bohlin

P.S.  You  might  also  poke  around  the  New  Life  website
(www.newlife.com) and educate yourself on sex addiction. If it
were me, I would want to know what drove my husband to a
prostitute. I would also want to know if my actions played any
part in it. (For example, this is one reason the apostle Paul
tells married people not to deprive each other sexually.) It
sounds like you have an opportunity to each look at your own
“stuff” and see what you can both do to build the marriage, as
long as he’s serious about it.

© 2006 Probe Ministries

“What  If  You  Disagree  with
the  Catholic  Church  About
Birth Control?”
I have a friend who is a devout Catholic. She is torn about
birth control in her marriage. Her priest has told her it is a
mortal sin to use birth control. The few scripture references
she was given, I had a rebuttal to, but I am looking for a way
to help her through this crisis. This is really beginning to
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affect her marriage, since she and her husband do not want any
more children. I would appreciate any guidance you could give
us.

 
 
Dear ______,

Well, your friend has a choice to make. The position of the
Catholic Church is that birth control is sin. There are many
other people who are completely committed to the Bible and to
a biblical world view who see freedom to use birth control in
the context of submitting to Christ and actively seeking to
know His personal will for them. (We mean here contraception,
preventing an egg from being fertilized so no new human being
comes into existence.)

Your friend will have to choose either the church’s position
or her own conscience after spending time in prayer (and, may
I suggest, fasting) about this issue. I say this very gently
and respectfully: there are lots of people (my husband and I
included)  who  no  longer  accept  the  Catholic  Church’s
authority, understanding that we can go directly to Christ for
instruction and direction (1 Tim. 2:5). Your friend needs to
ask herself if she can live with that. I suggest that’s it’s
not enough to reject the church’s authority simply to pursue
whatever we want and think will make us happy (been there,
done that–it doesn’t work!); the only wise course of action is
to pursue what will bring glory to God through our obedience
to His word and Spirit.

I send this with a prayer for heavenly wisdom (James 3) for
your friend, and for you as you help her walk this out.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries



“What  are  the  Criteria  for
Euthanasia?”
I have a co-worker who is a fellow Christian and we are in a
dispute over the issue of euthanasia. We have agreed to let
you settle this dispute.

I  contend  that  euthanasia  is  only  considered  to  be
“euthanasia”  when  there  is  a  deliberate  attempt  to  end  a
person’s  life  using  some  medical  tool  that  speeds  up  the
timeframe  of  a  natural  death,  i.e.  lethal  injection.  He
contends that removing life support from a patient should also
be considered euthanasia. I argue that removing life support
allows for a natural death according to God’s timeframe. He
argues that if a patient does not receive all that medical
science offers to prolong life, then that is in effect killing
this patient according to our own timeframe, since it is God
who gives us the scientific knowledge to have access to these
life  support  systems.  He  has  an  interesting  point,  but  I
simply don’t agree with him and can’t find anything in the
scriptures that affirm either argument. Can you help us?

Regarding withholding treatment of a dying patient, you are
both right depending on the circumstances. When a patient is
truly and imminently dying (and we can know this since certain
bodily functions can begin to irreversibly shut down such as
the  ability  to  eliminate  fluids),  continuing  normal  body
maintenance such as food and water can actually increase the
patient’s  discomfort  without  altering  their  chances  for
survival. This is little more than torture for no intended
purpose. Letting nature take its course and relieving as much
discomfort and pain as possible is a completely humane and
biblical course of action. Some may argue that prolonging life
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in  this  instance  may  allow  God  an  opportunity  to  work  a
miraculous healing. We simply have to ask ourselves, How much
time does God really need? If He is sovereign, then He will
act in His timeframe, not ours.

However, if the person has a terminal illness but the acute
death process has not yet begun and there are normal measures
that offer hope and comfort without adding an unnecessary
burden, then these measures ought to be pursued. But I must
emphasize that this is a tricky judgement call. An Alzheimer’s
patient is dying and will die relatively soon, but when do
normal measures become more of a burden than a help? In Joni
Eareckson Tada’s 1992 book, When Is It Right to Die?, she
tells of her father who suffered a series of strokes and could
no longer expel waste fluids. They chose to remove the IV
(which would simply have bloated his body and not nourished
it) and simply soothe his mouth and lips with ice chips as his
body died. However, she strongly insists that patients in a
Permanently Vegetative Stae (PVS) are severely disabled but
not dying, and they deserve whatever care we can give them.

These  decisions  will  always  require  a  host  of
opinions—medical, familial, and pastoral—to arrive at the best
course for this individual patient. Hard and fast rules will
lead to abuses which is one of the reasons why pro-euthanasia
laws are always a bad idea. They simply can’t cover all the
possible contingencies, now or in the future. Regulations will
be impossible to write and to enforce.

Respectfully,

Ray Bohlin
Probe Ministries



“Do You Have More Information
on  School  Discipline
Problems?”
In the late 1940s teachers listed the worst problems they
faced in school as chewing gum, running in the hall, etc. A
few years ago teachers listed some violent crimes as the worst
problems. Do you have more detail on this?

One example often used to demonstrate social decline is the
list of discipline problems in the public schools. Usually the
list contrasts school problems 50 years ago with those today.

Supposedly the top problems in the schools 50 years ago were:
talking, chewing gum, running in the halls, making noise,
getting out of line, violating the dress code, and littering.
According to the survey, today’s school problems are: drugs,
alcohol, pregnancy, suicide, rape, and robbery.

Unfortunately, the school discipline list is an invention. The
lists are not the result of research or surveys. The first
list (50 years ago) catalogues daily disturbances. The second
list  (today)  is  actually  composed  of  items  from  a  “Safe
School”  questionnaire.  To  read  more  about  these  school
discipline lists, see Barry O’Neill, “The invention of the
school  discipline  lists,”  School  Administrator,  51  (1994):
8-11. I would NOT recommend you use these lists to demonstrate
social decline.

Perhaps the best way to illustrate social and moral decline in
this country would be to cite many of the statistics in Bill
Bennett’s book Index of Leading Cultural Indicators (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 1994) or at the Empower America Web Site
(www.empower.org).  These  show  a  dramatic  change  in  social
statistics  from  1960  and  use  respected  instruments  of
measurement.
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Kerby Anderson
Probe Ministries

“I  Liked  the  Article  About
Modern-Day Knights”
I read the article “Raising a Modern-Day Knight” by Louis D.
Whitworth. I would like to thank him and the others involved
with the article. I am going to be turning 20 April 16 of this
year. I know that I am not a teenager anymore but that did not
make me a man. At least I do not feel like one. I do have
Jesus in my heart. I was raised at a FBC understanding. Also I
did not get a Father till 12. I would like to thank him again
and the site. I will be looking at your site in the future. I
pray that Mr. Whitworth will get this message of thanks.
Hi ________,

Happy Upcoming Birthday!

I will certainly make sure that Lou gets your message. He is
no longer with Probe, but I will forward your note to him. Do
yourself a favor and get a hold of the book he reviewed
(Raising a Modern-Day Knight by Robert Lewis), or another
truly exceptional book that we enthusiastically recommend to
all our high school and college age guys who come to our
conferences: Tender Warrior by Stu Weber. If you want to know
how to grow into being a godly man, that’s the best book there
is.  Lots  of  men  in  their  30s  and  40s  have  been  greatly
impacted by this book, and if you read it as you turn 20 you
will be SET!

God bless you.
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Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

 

“Vegetarianism  is  a  More
Biblical Diet!”
I, as a vegetarian and a Christian, thought it important to
point out that being a vegetarian is the more “natural” form
of diet considering the Garden of Eden. In Genesis 1:29 we see
that God gives the the fruits and seeds, vegetables etc…”as
meat,” causing one to consider then obviously He (God) made a
distinction  between  the  meat  of  animals  and  the  meat  for
humans to eat. I personally try to eat as close to Gen 1:29 as
possible….this is not saying that meat is wrong–Jesus ate
meat–yet Hinduism is simply ripping off God’s original plan
and adding a twist of spirituality to what God intended to be
natural and common sense. I am also not making a blanket
statement that meat is unclean…not calling unclean what was
made (or possibly created to be?) clean…considering the mass
production of cattle in the U.S. and horrible sanitation we
have adopted as common practice in the meat industry largely
as a whole…we owe it to ourselves to consider these points
that:

God created man for a plant based diet1.
That changed when sin entered the picture2.
We are God’s temple, BODY, soul and spirit3.
Animals being killed and eaten was symbolic also of4.
Jesus’ sacrifice and our remembrance of Him in communion
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(a bit of foreshadowing). Also possibly why when meat
consumption  is  documented  it  is  only  in  special
occasions–e.g.:  symbolic  feasts,  sacrifice  of  the
priests,  celebrations  of  significance–but  not
frivolously. One would soon run out of cattle if you
were eating them all the time. You wouldn’t sin too much
either if you had to sacrifice cattle all the time.
We are never commanded to eat meat.5.
The meat back then and the meat now are almost two6.
completely different things (as far as healthy content
and environment are concerned.

Anyhow, I thank you for you time and on a final note…nothing
in this world is the Devil’s original idea…it is simply a
twist of God’s original idea…this goes for religions as well
as health practices. The religions of the world have truth to
them but those truths belong to Christianity and have been
twisted and blown way out of proportion. May God bless you
richly. Grace and Peace.

I agree with much of what you wrote but I would not go so far
as to say that vegetarianism is more natural from a Biblical
perspective. Clearly that was God’s initial intent, but the
Fall changed many things as you indicated. Sin was not natural
to our being before the Fall but is quite natural after. So it
is  quite  possible  that  most  of  our  bodies  are  going  to
struggle on a purely vegetarian diet as a result of changes
wrought by the Fall. In fact, the care and knowledge needed to
follow a strictly vegetarian diet and remain healthy, may
indicate that in our fallen state, a diet that includes meat
may be more natural. Just a thought.

Also we are clearly told that we can eat meat in Genesis 9:3,
“Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I
give all to you, as I gave the green plant.” It is the same
language and tense as in Genesis 1:29. Neither statement is
strictly a command but God’s intent is made quite clear.



Respectfully,

Ray Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“You Are Judging Gays”
I was browsing the web for so information on a term paper and
was disappointed in your site. I wish you all would choose to
follow Paul in his thinking by following Romans 2:1-2. Please
do not judge me because I would like to meet you in Heaven one
day! I just hope that a young person that is experiencing
mixed feelings about their sexuality does not view your site
and feel that they are undeserving of God’s love because that
is the message that you all seem to be giving. Love me as I
love you, unconditionally!

Thank you for your note.

Please define “judging.” The verses you mention in Romans
immediately follow a strong indictment of homosexual behavior.
Why do you ask us to follow Paul’s example when Romans 1 is
full of strong language about how sinful homosexual behavior
is? Is that judging? I don’t think so; there is a difference
between comparing someone’s behavior to God’s laws, which are
rooted  in  God’s  character—and  making  assumptions  about
someone’s heart issues and motives, which is judging.

If you have found anything on our website that is judgmental
of a person’s heart—as opposed to agreeing with the scripture
about sinful behavior—I would appreciate you pointing it out
to me. It’s interesting, I’ve had feedback from homosexual
strugglers  and  those  who  used  to  be  strugglers,  and  they
didn’t find anything judgmental in our articles. Some of these
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people are my friends, because I work with a ministry that
helps those who want to stop identifying as gay and receive
inner healing for their same gender attraction.

Yet you are concerned that someone reading our articles would
feel that we are saying they are undeserving of God’s love
because they struggle with their sexuality? Please show me how
you arrived at that conclusion!

These are not empty words. I really, really want to know what
you saw. My concern is that you may have been shaped by the
culture’s “new tolerance” that says that to disagree with the
concept that all sexual expression is equal, and equally fine,
especially if you ground your position in scripture, is being
judgmental. If that’s the case, then I respectfully suggest
that you do not understand what judging someone really means.
If I am speeding and get pulled over by a police officer who
says, “You were going 70 in a 45 zone, ma’am,” it would be
inappropriate and untrue for me to complain, “You’re judging
me!” He’s not saying anything about my heart or my character;
he is comparing my behavior to the law.

Having same-gender attraction is not a sin; acting on it is.
People in both categories are unconditionally loved by God,
but the consequences for one’s chosen behavior do not negate
His love. God is love, but God is also holy, and that’s why He
offers cleansing and forgiveness and healing to those who seek
Him for it.

I appreciate your time in reading this.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries



“Should  Christians  Give  the
Pledge of Allegiance?”
Should Christians give the pledge of allegiance?

Your  question  is  an  old  one.  First  century  Christians
struggled with how much allegiance (if any) they were to give
to Rome. The founders of this country struggled with it as
well.

At one extreme you have the Jehovah’s Witnesses (who do not
pledge because they believe it is idolatry). At the other
extreme you have Christians with a mindset of “my country
right or wrong.” A proper biblical response is somewhere in
the middle.

Romans 13 tells us to obey those in authority. Other passages
allow  for  civil  disobedience  (Acts  5:29,  Daniel,  etc.).
Christians  who  live  in  a  country  with  a  godly  government
shouldn’t have much concern about a pledge of allegiance.
However, Christians who lived in, say Nazi Germany, might
legitimately have reservations about a pledge of allegiance in
that country.

I believe that if a Christian feels that it would be wrong for
him or her to pledge allegiance, then I believe he or she
should refrain. But if Christians then concludes it is wrong
for every other Christian to do so, they are mandating a
standard of behavior that I do not believe can be found in
Scripture.  Obviously  Jesus  Christ  deserves  our  total
allegiance, but I don’t believe that a pledge of allegiance to
a country undermines that.

Even though this issue doesn’t necessarily involve the issue
of  civil  disobedience,  you  might  want  to  look  at  Civil
Disobedience, my transcript on the topic, at the Probe web
page (www.probe.org) as well as some of my other writings on
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Christians and government.

Thanks for writing. I hope this helps.

Kerby Anderson
Probe Ministries


