“How Can I Prepare for
College?”

Dear Mr. Bohlin,

I will be attending Cornell University in the fall of 2000. My
declared major is pre-med, biochemical engineering. I will
also attending the Mind Games conference in July. Can you
suggest any Christian reading materials for me so that I can
be prepared for the conference in July, but most importantly,
so I can be prepared for Cornell in August as a Christian.

Good to hear we will see you in July! I am looking forward to
meeting you and spending the week together.

I would recommend Jim Sire’s book, The Universe Next Door, as
a good place to start. Worldview is an essential concept to
the conference and Sire maps out the different worldviews in a
concise manner. Considering your future major, I would
recommend Darwin’s Black Box by Michael Behe and Defeating
Darwinism by Opening Minds by Phillip Johnson for starters. If
Sire proves interesting reading to you and you are wondering
where some of these strange ideas came from, you might look
for a copy of Francis Schaeffer’s How Should We Then Live?
which briefly (258 pages) traces the historical development of
philosophy, theology, art and science in the west. Though the
book is over twenty years old, Schaeffer turned out to be an
accurate prophet of where things were headed. So, read Sire
first and take on the others as time, money and interest
dictate.

See you in July.
Respectfully,

Ray Bohlin, Ph.D.
Probe Ministries
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“Abortion Isn’t Your Decision
to Make For Others”

You assume your belief in the bible is the truth. If you
disregard that book of stories to live by, then the arguments
of right and wrong are invalid.

Now if your points against abortion were based on your feeling
of terminating a life, not what you are told in a book then I
would have much more respect for your point of view.

For those who feel abortion is wrong... good for them, they
have that choice.. others choosing to have an abortion will
deal with it.

It's not your decision to make for others. You must understand
that we all don’t subscribe to your beliefs.. and that’s the
great thing about our country, we are free to do as we feel
right based on our upbringing.

I hope I have not misinterpreted your writings on this web
page.

Thanks for writing about my abortion article at the Probe
Ministries site.

You assume your belief in the bible is the truth. If you
disregard that book of stories to live by, then the arguments
of right and wrong are invalid.

Yes, I do assume that the Bible is true. Just as you assume
that your beliefs are true. I used to dismiss the Bible as a
fanciful “book of stories to live by,” but after I found out
how unusual it is, how incredibly consistent it is internally
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even though written by scores of authors on four continents
within a span of thousands of years, I came to the conclusion
that it was actually quite a miraculous book, inspired by God,
and worth my trust.

If we disregard the Bible, which claims to be God’s
communication with us, then why even talk about issues of
right and wrong? Without God in the picture, who says there IS
a right and wrong? Without God, the universe just IS. No
meaning, no purpose—and certainly no right and wrong.

Now 1if your points against abortion were based on your
feeling of terminating a life, not what you are told in a
book then I would have much more respect for your point of
view.

So, if I based my position against abortion on feelings alone,
you could respect that. . .but since I base my position on
what I completely believe to be God’s revealed truth, it’s
fluff? Feelings are a dangerous basis for opinions; they often
have nothing in common with reality. How do you know that that
$20 bill in your wallet is actually worth $20? Somebody told
you it was, right? Does that make that belief invalid? But if
you use that bill to buy $20 worth of merchandise, a store
will accept that money. That’'s because it corresponds to
reality. I believe that my position on abortion-regardless of
where I got those beliefs—also corresponds to reality. The
question that ought to be asked about my position 1is not
“where did you get it,” but “is it true?”

It’s not your decision to make for others. You must
understand that we all don’t subscribe to your beliefs.. and
that’s the great thing about our country, we are free to do
as we feel right based on our upbringing.

I'm sorry, where did you read that I make a decision for
anyone else? I state that abortion is wrong because God says



that it’s wrong. I state that abortion is hurtful because
that's what experience teaches us. That’s a long way from
stopping someone from having an abortion. You are more than
free not to subscribe to my beliefs; but why would you
challenge my right to hold them? I don’t know how you ended up
at that article, but the way the Internet works, you had to go
out and search it out. It seems rather strange to me that you
would look for and read an article on abortion, then castigate
the author for not agreeing with you. . .777

I hope I have not misinterpreted your writings on this web
page.

Well, I think you probably have, but that’s your right. Almost
all the articles at the Probe site started out as radio
transcripts for a 5-minute program that airs on about 400
Christian radio stations; then we put the transcripts online.
I'm glad you read it, even though I'm not sure why you would
want to, if you so easily dismiss others’ positions if they’re
based on revelation and not gut feelings.

But have a good day.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Is It a Sin To Wear A
Bikini?”

On a Christian site, someone said that it is a sin to wear a
bikini. I do not agree because I went sailing the other day
and I was the only one not wearing a bikini and the men on the
boat did not gaze at the women wearing bikinis. I do not think
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bikinis are immodest because they can be appropriate when
swimming, just not for walking around on the street or other
public places.

' I would like to direct you to Wendy Shalit’s book A Return
to Modesty, which covers the subject of modesty (and
immodesty) better than anything I’'ve ever read. It 1is
consistent with a Christian world view even though the author
is not a Christian.

In my opinion, wearing a bikini is sinful under most
circumstances because the purpose of it is to show off as much
flesh as possible while still covering the absolute essentials
of genitals and nipples. There is nothing God-honoring about
bikinis and much that is gratifying to the flesh: for men to
leer and for women to show off their bodies. Scripture calls
us to live and dress modestly, not to gratify the flesh. It
calls us to do everything to the glory of God: wearing bathing
suits that are designed to cause men to lust and women to
publicly display their bodies is the opposite of glorifying
God.

If the men on your sailboat didn’t gaze at the women wearing
bikinis, I would suggest that they may have been desensitized.
Or perhaps they were just wearing sunglasses and you didn’t
notice their eyes! <smile>

I will add a disclaimer. There is nothing at all sinful in a
wife wearing a bikini if only her husband will see her in it.
Showing off her body to please him is part of the pleasure of
sex that God intends for married couples to enjoy. See “The
Song of Solomon” in the 0ld Testament for biblical evidence of
that.

I'm glad you asked.
Sue Bohlin

Probe Ministries
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“How Can a Christian Be
Superstitious?”

Sue, I have a Christian friend who is highly superstitious.
This is very surprising to me. I would like to be able to give
him scriptural references which apply to this. I cannot
understand how he reconciles the sovereignty of God with
superstition. He actually thinks that things like “knocking on
wood” have affect on the outcome of situations. He is also
highly intelligent. If you know if any articles which address
this, I would appreciate that information as well.

I share your incredulity at your friend’s belief in both
superstition and a sovereign God!

Here are two powerful scriptures that I think are eye-opening
concerning superstitious Christians:

Exodus 20:2-5 — The first commandment:

“I am the LORD your God . . . You shall have no other gods
before me.

You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below.

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the
LORD your God, am a jealous God . “

Being superstitious is to trust in an act, like knocking on
wood or not stepping on a crack, instead of in God. It 1is
nothing less than idolatry! (This is why astrology is also
wrong, also idolatrous—it is trusting in the stars instead of
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the Star-Creator!) When we trust in a superstition instead of
in God, we are making it into an idol.

The other scripture is in 2 Kings 1:3:

“But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Go
up and meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask
them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are
going off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?'”

I think this verse makes it clear that consulting (and of
course, trusting) anything other than the one true God 1is an
insult and affront to God.

I'"ll be interested in hearing his response to this
information

Sue Bohlin

Probe Ministries

“What is a Biblical
Definition of Miracle?”

What is a biblical definition of ‘miracle’?

The term “miracle” has lost much of its luster in our day. And
it isn’t because we see miracles taking place so often that we
no longer are sensitive to their meaning. It'’s because our
speech has evolved in such a way that today, if I got to work
on time this morning, “It was a miracle that I made it, seeing
that there was so much traffic on the freeway.”

A biblical model and definition, on the other hand, for a
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miracle 1s another thing all together. Not everything hard to
believe can be quantified as a miracle according to scriptural
standards. Miracles are those acts that only God can perform;
usually superceding natural laws. Baker’s Dictionary of the
Bible defines a miracle as “an event in the external world
brought about by the immediate agency or the simple volition
of God.” It goes on to add that a miracle occurs to show that
the power behind it is not limited to the laws of matter or
mind as it interrupts fixed natural laws. So the term
supernatural applies quite accurately.

It’s very interesting that a common word used for miracle in
the New Testament can also be translated “sign.” A miracle is
a sign that God uses to point to Himself; the same way we
follow signs to find a museum or an airport.

An interesting question may arise. Does something have to
break a natural law for it to be a miracle? C.S. Lewis defines
a “miracle” in his work by the same name as an interference
with nature by a supernatural power. Obviously, to interfere
with natural law may not necessarily mean to break the natural
law. In fact, nature and “supernature” become interlocked
after a miracle occurs and nature carries on according to the
change wrought by that event. A science example: the law of
inertia (Newton’s first law of motion) states that an object
will remain in rest until an external force is applied. Nature
can only move from event to event through supernatural
intervention.

Deists believe that it was only at creation that the
supernatural and the natural related. But we Christian theists
believe that God has intervened in nature by its inception,
sustained it by His preserving power, and will redeem it
through the final act of intervention. The creation and
incarnation of Christ are the perfect examples of supernatural
inertia (another way of referring to a miracle), not to
mention their conclusion as well, in His second coming. God 1is
still in the business of working miracles. And we wait eagerly



for that greatest miracle of them all-the redemption of all
creation.

Thanks for your question.

Kris Samons
Probe Ministries

“Are the Prophecies 1in the
Book of Daniel a Pack of
Lies?”

In researching the book of Daniel on the internet, I found a
Web site written by a man named Bernard D. Muller in which he
mythologizes Daniel and Revelation. I was just flabbergasted
that he would pretty much say Daniel’s prophecies are a pack
of lies. He says the book was actually written after all those
things came to pass and that’s how it seems so accurate. He
completely discombobulated the 70 weeks’ prophecy. Take a look
at the web page and let me know what you think.

Thanks for the concern and the link to Muller’s page. His
criticisms of Daniel are not new. Porphyry had similar things
to say in the third century. It’s funny that the biggest
reason for such criticism 1is that Daniel was just too
accurate. Muller is trying to be an “objective” historian.
Therefore, the presupposition that God knows the past,
present, and future and is willing to reveal parts of it to
humanity is outlandish to him.

It ought to be noted that Muller’s criticisms of historic
Jewish and Christian views on Daniel are quite one-sided. This
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is based on his biases and presuppositions, not on common
sense and honest hermeneutics.

The authorship and time period of Daniel is clearly a subject
of debate for Muller. There really isn’t a problem with the
6th century dating of Daniel. Charles Ryrie has addressed some
of the same points Muller sees as problems. Daniel would have
known some of the Persian language, being from that period.
And some Greek would have been common since there were Greek
mercenaries employed in both Assyria and Babylonia. Daniel’s
Aramaic is consistent with what would have been common in the
6th century Near East. If the book had been written in the 2nd
century B.C. then there would have obviously been much more
Greek used than what is found. The Nabonidus Chronicle has
shed some light on the existence of both Belshazzar and Darius
the Mede. Daniel’s inclusion in the Dead Sea Scrolls dates it
at least before the Maccabees (seeing as how there were copies
found at Qumran). So again, the 6th century date is not as
problematic as Muller would have you believe.

I'm not sure how much of his treatise you want me to comment
on, but I'll just go through a bit of it, to help you. To
address each point he makes would be a long drawn-out
endeavor. Early on, it is obvious that Muller wants to
deconstruct Daniel, making himself the most authoritative
reader of the text. That'’s fine, but then he has no business
making statements about what the writer (or writers, in his
opinion) was aiming to do (such as “dropping the name Cyrus”).
It is presumptuous, to say the least, that whoever 1is
responsible for the book of Daniel is out to pull the wool
over the reader’s eyes by pretending to be someone he isn’t.
Also, Muller points out over and over that something has no
validity if it is not backed up with secular sources. Has it
never occurred to him that something could still be truthful,
in spite of its exclusion from other sources? Besides, there
are no exterior sources that contradict the traditional
reading of Daniel. The only true problems that arise are the



biases of the respective reader. If one doesn’t want to
believe something, one doesn’t have to have legitimate
criticisms. Muller’s painstaking analysis of Daniel can be
deceiving. Lots of work and details do not a scholarly
treatise make! There is a vacancy of even the attempt to be
objective. There is also a biting sentiment of sarcasm and
bitterness prevalent.

The historical redaction found in Muller’s work is related to
the same type of criticisms of Mosaic authorship of the
Pentateuch (Graf-Wellhausen theory). They are not attempts to
explain the origin of an ancient book. Yet they do overflow
with naturalistic presuppositions. Yes, even smart people can
have biases! I pray that God may keep us all humble enough to
be aware of our own biases and yet to find Truth where He
resides (at the right hand of the Father).

Forgive me for not being able to speak to all that Muller lays
out on his Web page. I hope that this will at least comfort
you and give you a groundwork to begin with. God rewards those
who seek Him.

Proverbs 2:3-5
Kris Samons
Probe Ministries

“Why Do Angels Need Wings?”

I know that not all angels have wings. But what about the old
saying that angels must earn their wings, and why do they need
wings? If they are spirits, they can float about, why need
wings? And when do they earn them?

The Bible doesn’t tell us that much about angels, and that 1is
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our only source of dependable information about spiritual
beings.

That “old saying” is only that, and it has nothing to do with
truth or reality. The Bible says nothing about angels earning
their wings; it does say that God created them, and there are
good angels and evil angels. Whatever wings they have were
given to them by God.

Why do they need wings? The description of seraphim in Isaiah
6 says that those angels had “six wings: with two wings they
covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and
with two they were flying.” Wings were used to show respect to
God by covering their faces and feet, but they also used them
to fly. I don’'t know why—-maybe because it’s fun?

Hope this helps separate the cultural ideas we have about
angels from some of the biblical truth about them. My guess 1is
that God doesn’t tell us a whole lot about angels because He
knows we’d concentrate on them instead of on Him. And holy
angels would be horrified by that prospect!

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“There’s More Information
About Angels Outside the
Bible!”

If I may make a suggestion, there is far more information
about angels other than the bible. Maybe I missed the point of
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this page. The Koran & Talmud have more info that early
Christianity left out.

Blessed be,

Dear friend,

How do you know that the information in the Koran and Talmud
are correct? We write from a Christian perspective, believing
that the only holy scriptures that can be trusted are the 0ld
and New Testaments of the Bible. There is good evidence for
divine inspiration of the Bible, but not of the two sources
you cite.

That's why we limit ourselves to Biblical information.
Thanks for writing.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“I Find the Argument for a
Wednesday Crucifixion Most
Compelling”

I receive the Probe-Alert and read an interesting response to
another email: “If Jesus Was Crucified on Friday, How Was He
Dead for Three Nights?” I use a Dake’s Bible and although I
try to keep an open mind when studying his (Finis Dake)
interpretations, I thought his explanation of the Wednesday
crucifixion was quite compelling. Dake refers to many verses
in support of his interpretation. I will endeavor to include
as many of the pertinent ones (admittedly my opinion) as
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possible. If you have access to a Dake’s Bible, the references
are included beside each verse.

Matt. 27:63 — “..after three days I will rise again.”
This shows how the Jews understood the three days and three
nights of Matt. 12:40

Lev. 23:7
This verse refers to the special Sabbath two days before the
weekly Sabbath.

Mat. 12:40 “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in
the whale'’s belly, so shall the Son of man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth.”

John 19:31 “..for that Sabbath day was an high day.”
This is another reference to the special Sabbath.

Luke 9:22

Although this verse merely says that He will be raised on the
third day, Dake gives another perspective on the three full
days and three full nights interpretation:

* When days and nights are both mentioned, then it cannot be
parts of three days, but full days and nights (Ester 4:16 with
5:1; 1 Sam. 30:12 with 13; Jonah 1:17 with Mat. 12:40). See
also Rev. 11:9-11.

e The Jews understood Christ to mean “after three days” or
three full days and three full nights (Matt. 27:63), hence the
soldiers had orders to guard the tomb at least that long.

e It was the custom to mourn for the dead three full days and
nights, called “days of weeping,” which were followed by four
“days of lamentation,” thus making seven days (Gen. 27:41;
50:10; 1 Sam. 31:13; Job 2:13). According to rabbinical notion
the spirit wandered about the sepulchre for three days hoping
to re-enter the body, but when corruption set in the spirit



left. This was believed to be on the fourth day when the loud
lamentations began. Hence, on the fourth day Lazarus was
supposed to stink (John 11:39).

* Herodotus testifies that embalmment did not take place until
after three days when the spirit was supposed to be gone
(Herod. 1ii. 86-89). This is why the women were taking sweet
spices to anoint Jesus (Mk. 16:1; Lk. 24:1)

e The Jews did not accept evidence as to the identification of
a dead body after three days, for corruption took place
quickly in the East. Hence, this period of three full days and
three full nights was wanted by God, so as to preclude all
doubt that death had actually taken place, and shut out all
suggestion that Christ might have been in a trance. Jews would
legally have to conclude His death, should He remain dead the
full three days and three nights.

Thank you for your e-mail.

As you may know there is some controversy/discussion about
Passover meal and whether it was celebrated Wednesday night,
or Thursday night, and some evidence which argues for both
days.

I am inclined to agree with the full three days, and the
Wednesday night theory.

I appreciate your sending this information (some of which I
already have) and your nice summary.

If you go with Thursday, you just have to accept the fact that
the Lord was in the tomb some PORTION of three days (Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday).

As far as theology and/or interpretation is concerned, either
(in my judgment) is acceptable since the rudimentary facts of
the death, burial, and resurrection are not affected.



Warm Regards,

Jimmy Williams, Founder
Probe Ministries

“What Is the ‘Sin Unto
Death’?” [Jimmy Williams]

I have always been puzzled with 1 John 5:16-17 and the meaning
of the “sin unto death.” Can you explain exactly what John is
referring to?

16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto
death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that
sin not unto death. There 1is a sin unto death: I do not say
that he shall pray for it.

17 All unrighteousness 1is sin: and there is a sin not unto
death.

I would really appreciate any help you can give me on this.

Thank you for your e-mail and your concerns about “the sin
unto death” mentioned in 1 John 5:16-17.

Let me see if I can give you an acceptable answer to your
question. In doing so, we will first have to explore a number
of factors which come from the Bible. Let me begin with a
passage from Hebrews 12:

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord.

. Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the
Lord loves He disciplines, and scourges every son whom He
receives. It is for discipline that you endure; God deals
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with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? . . . “All discipline for the moment
seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have
been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit
of righteousness. Therefore, strengthen the hands that are
weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight paths
for your feet. . .” (Heb. 12:5-13).

Whether we are reading the 0ld Testament or the New, we find
that God is at work to create a family for His own pleasure, a
company of sons and daughters who will commune with and look
to Him for love, provision, guidance, and consolation. In the
Gospel of John, chapters 1 and 3 make it clear that when we
place our faith in Jesus Christ to be our Savior Who, through
His death, can make us presentable to God, we join the family
of God through a new spiritual birth and thus embark upon our
personal Christian pilgrimage which ends on the day we die.

As newborns in this family, we are admonished by the Word to
“Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Pet.
3:18), and “as newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the
Word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet.
2:2).

All children, physical and spiritual, undergo a process of
development which involves time. The theological term for this
process is “sanctification,” which means the Christian life.
Along the way, as we saw above in the Hebrews passage, we
observe that God, like any good father, disciplines us
appropriately when necessary. The goal is training, not
punishment. This training process may occur through
circumstances we encounter, and which God allows, or it can
come through knowledge of the Bible:

“All Scripture 1is inspired by God and 1is profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 1in
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped



for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16,17).

We have a vivid example of this process in the Apostle Paul’s
life. He describes it this way:

“And because of the surpassing abundance of (my) revelations,
for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was
given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet
me—to keep me from exalting myself... Concerning this I
entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.
And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for
power is perfected in weakness'” (2 Cor. 12:7-9).

We don’t have a clear picture what this “thorn” was. Most
believe it was a physical ailment. There 1is some indication
that it may have been an eye problem. But the point I make
here is that God may allow all kinds of circumstances into our
life which are designed for training purposes. This process 1is
the normal Christian Life.

Another good example comes from 1 Corinthians 11:21-31. Paul
writes this epistle to address several problems and/or abuses
occurring among the church members there. One abuse was that
when the believers came together to take communion, some of
the members showed up to enjoy the food and some came drunk!
Paul rebukes them saying, “Therefore when you meet together,
it is not to eat the Lord’s supper, for in your eating each
one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry, and another
is drunk. What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and
drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who
have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In
this I will not praise you. . . For he who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the
body rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and
sick, and a number sleep.”

This passage makes it clear to us that there are consequences



to our disobedience. Some of these Corinthian believers
evidently are disciplined by God through both illness and even
death (“some of you sleep”). That is not to say that all
illness and death are divine judgments, but some are.

In this particular instance, some of the disobedient
Corinthians experienced the “sin unto death.” (That is, some
of them died).

With this background, we come to the heart of your question.
The “sin unto death” is found throughout the Bible and seems
to be connected to new eras of biblical history.

Here are some examples where people experienced death through
disobedience:

» Giving of the Law, Mount Sinai: Golden Calf (Exodus 32)

» Institution of Levitical Priesthood: “Strange Fire”
(Leviticus 10)

» Conquest of the Land: Achan (Joshua 7)

 Beginning of the Church: Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5)
(See also Samson and Saul-God was longsuffering with
both)

Speaking of the incident in Leviticus 10 where Nadab and
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, offered “strange fire” which
“consumed them, and they died before the Lord” (Lev. 10:2),
Rev. Ray Stedman of Palo Alto Bible Church says:

This was a sin of presumption, not a sin of ignorance. They
knew better and what incense they were supposed to burn.

they had been told emphatically that God would be offended if
they offered incense other than that which he had
prescribed.* Second, it was a sin dealt with severely because
it distorted God’s revelation of Himself. All of these
sacrifices and rituals were intended for us to learn what
kind of God He is. Third, God used it to set an example. God



1s here teaching a lesson-to show how important it was for
the priests at the beginning of their priesthood to follow
explicitly what God commanded. And it only happened once.
Similarly, though the sin of Ananias and Sapphira (deception,
hypocrisy) was common among Christians of the early church
and common ever since, God never visited death like that
again. It is a manifestation of God’s love and concern. At
the outset, He 1is wanting to stop this kind of thing from
happening again, and He 1is giving fair warning of the
eventual consequences to anyone presumptuous enough to sin
deliberately in this way.” That is the way we human beings
work. Unless an 1issue 1is vividly, dramatically, openly,
symbolically made clear to us, we’ll go right on and do the
wrong thing. So God is stopping that, arresting it with his
judgment at this point. But he really wants us to learn to
refrain for the sake of his glory, not out of fear for our
lives. *(Cf. elaborate instructions on 1incense, Exodus
30:34-38, particularly v. 38).

Sin Unto Death (1 John 5)

Now let’s look at the passage you have questioned. The first
thing to note is the context. This major topic from 5:13-18 is
prayer. We are given in verses 13-15 that God hears and
responds to our prayers. The key word is “anything.” Then John
remembers there is an exception: praying for a disobedient,
sinning brother or sister in Christ. What to do? How do we
pray for that one? Here is the sequence we must keep in mind
for such a one as we pray.

First of all, the Apostle John tells us that there is a sin
not leading to death (physical). In verse 16, he tells us that
it is possible for Christians to fall into this sin not
leading to death. [See also 1 John 2:1,2-the ideal is to “sin
not.” But if anyone sins (and we will), we have an Advocate, a
defense attorney. ]



When Christians observe disobedience in brothers and sisters,
they are to pray for him/her (16b); as a result of these
prayers, God may choose to preserve, prolong, extend the
person’s physical life (not eternal life, since that life 1is
determined by one’s personal faith decision).

This intercession is effective only in the case of sin not
leading to death (16c¢c): that is, the person has not reached
the end limits of God’s patience and grace (His “last straw”).
See also v. 17 where John says, “All unrighteousness 1is sin,
but there is a sin which is not unto (physical) death.”

Secondly, there is a sin which results in physical death-the
sin unto death (v. 16d): This is the death of a believer
characterized by persistent, willful sinning in which “the
flesh is destroyed [physical death-1 Cor. 5:1-5] so that the
spirit might be saved.”

John tells us that this is a sin not to be prayed for, because
God’'s immutable law concerning this final, “last straw”
disobedience is involved and will be unaltered by intercessory
prayer (16e), and frankly, we do not know another’s heart
condition before the Lord. We are not encouraged to speculate
about the cause of any believer’s untimely death. In our
prayer life, we can continue to intercede for a wayward
brother or sister, but we are not to draw any conclusions
about what may, should, or has happened in regard to a
believer’s death.

Thirdly, when some Christian we know dies, we might be
inclined to ask the question of ourselves, “Was this the sin
unto death or not?” John 1is telling us in this passage not to
speculate, because we just don’t know.

ALl through this Epistle (1 John) the Apostle has been
addressing sin in the life of the believer—yours and every
Christian you know. It is fitting that John portrays the
remedy of habitual sin on the part of a believer in the



context of the new birth. The “black and white” contrast all
through 1 John concludes with the same idea, and one that is
also expressed in the book of James:

“Even so, faith, if it has no works is dead, being by itself.
But someone may say, ‘You have faith, and I have works; show
me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith
by my works.’ . . Are you willing to recognize, you foolish
fellow, that faith without works is useless? . . . For just
as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without
works is dead.” (James 2:17,18, 20, 26)

The New Testament clearly teaches that “Faith alone saves
(Ephesians 2:8,9; Titus 3:5), but saving faith 1s never
alone.”

This leads us to a practical application 1in
observing/evaluating another believer’s 1ife and
imperfections. This verse comes to mind: “The Spirit Himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God”
(Romans 8:16). What we learn from this verse is that we can
know about ourselves, (i.e. that we have the Spirit, that we
are born again), but ultimately we cannot know about another.
In other words, I can know about me, but I can’t know about
you. You can know about you, but you can’t know about me.

Practically speaking then, we should accept every person’s
testimony who claims to be a Christian. Actual Christian
behavior is on a spectrum which John describes by saying, “all
sin [big and little] is unrighteousness.” Only God can rightly
see the totality of a believer’s obedience and disobedience
over a lifetime, and rightly judge it. As a loving Father, He
may bring discipline to get us “back on track.” 1 John 1 and 2
speak to the way this may be accomplished-God’s grace through
the Blood of Christ providing daily cleansing through
confession/acknowledgement (1 John 1:9) and thus, further
potential opportunity to serve.



Since we cannot see the heart of another, we can only inspect
the “fruit” (or lack thereof) we see in a life. The farther a
believer appears to wander away from God, the more “bad fruit”
we observe, and the more we wonder about the truthfulness of
that believer’s profession of faith. We cannot help being
tempted to ask the question: “Is this person really a
Christian?” We are to go no farther in our evaluation or
conclusion; rather, we should continue our intercession for
him or her.

John 21: 20-22: “And looking around, Peter saw the disciple
whom Jesus loved (John the Apostle) following them. . .and
therefore seeing him said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about this
man?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If I want him to remain until I
come, what is that to you? You follow me!” (0ld Aramaic
Expression: “Stick to your knitting!” <smile>).

I hope this answers your question,

Sincerely in Christ,

Jimmy Williams, Founder
Probe Ministries



