“Is Islam a Religion of Peace or of Violence?”
I’m hearing people (like the president) say that Islam is actually a religion of peace. Others
are warning us that the terrorists who attacked the U.S. represent the true Islam of anger
and violence. Which is it? And why would they want to attack us anyway?
To get a better grasp on this apparent contradiction I had a very enlightening conversation with a
missionary to Muslims for many years who also has a Ph.D. in Islamics. He provided perspective I
have never heard:
We have to back up to 610 A.D. and look at the big picture of Muhammad and the Qur’an.
Muhammad was frustrated at the heathen polytheism of the Arabian culture, and wanted people to
return to the one true God, the God of the Bible. In fact, he called Jews and Christians “the people of
the Book.” In the beginning, he said he was preaching the same message, just in a different
language. And if people had doubts about what he was saying, they should check with the people of
the Book.
The Qur’an, which is a compilation of the teachings of Muhammad after his death, is not in
chronological order. When Islamic scholars rearrange the chapters, or suras, into chronological
order, they are comprised of the Mecca (early, middle and late) suras, the city where Muhammad
started out, and the Medina suras, where he ended up. Something very important happened in
between those two sections. As Muhammad rose in prominence and influence, accumulating
followers, some of them wanted to verify that he was actually a prophet of God. He said, “Go check
with the Jewish tribes.” So they did. . . and the Jews said, “No, Muhammad is not a prophet of God.”
This made him very angry, and it changed the way he thought about Jews. The anti-semitism of Islam
began here. The hostility, violence, controlling nature, and forceful missionary zeal of Islam (“accept
Islam or suffer”) developed in Muhammad’s later teachings.
So there are two very different aspects to Islam. Earlier suras are more about peace. Later suras are
more about violence. In addition, where Muslims are in the minority (such as North America and
Europe), they tend to follow the earlier Mecca suras. Where they are in the majority (such as the
middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, etc.), they tend to follow the later Medina suras.
Add to this the fact that in the culture of Islam, people learn differently. We are taught to think
critically, to analyze and compare and contrast literature. Muslims are taught NOT to think
critically, only to memorize the Qur’an and parrot back what they are taught about Islam. So it is not
surprising to learn that some Muslims say that Islam is a religion of peace, since that is their
perception and experience, and other Muslims say that Islam is a religion of conquering and
judgment, since that is their perception and experience.
The Qur’an contradicts itself from the early Mecca suras to the Medina suras. This is different from
the progressive revelation we find in the Bible, where God reveals more and more information as
history unfolds, and He reveals what had earlier been mysteries. This makes sense in view of the fact
that the Qur’an is a human invention and the Bible is divinely inspired.
I also asked the missionary why Osama bin Laden wanted to attack us. He suggested three reasons:
• A personal grudge against the U.S. for pressuring Sudan and Saudi Arabia (bin

Laden’s home country) to kick him out.
• A resentment of America that he shares with many Muslims for exporting our immoral
standards and examples to the world through TV, movies and music. They object to the
way sexual immorality and impurity, women’s provocative dress, pornography, drug and
alcohol abuse, and homosexuality are presented as normal, desirable lifestyles. (And I
have to say this is a completely legitimate complaint, although their way of showing
frustration and displeasure is completely unacceptable!)
• The whole Palestinian-Israeli land fight. In the Arab mindset, the sons of Ishmael
(Abraham’s son) had the rights to the promised land, and they held it for thousands of
years. Then when Israel (sons of Isaac, Abraham’s other son) came and took it away from
them, that was heinously unfair, but the U.S. backed and supported Israel. What looks
like righting a wrong to Israel is “wronging a right” to the Palestinians. This is an
impossible situation that cannot be solved until the Lord Jesus returns and HE makes all
things right.
One final comment which Pat asked me to be sure and stress: it is just as illogical to judge all
Muslims as terrorists as it is for the rest of the world to condemn all American Christians as Timothy
McVeighs.
This is a very complex situation and won’t be solved easily or quickly. It shows the importance of
worldview and the truth that ideas have consequences.
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