“Is It a Sin To Mistreat Animals?”
I know that the Bible does not say whether or not animals go to Heaven. My question is, is
it at least a sin in God’s eyes for people to mistreat animals? Does God care that animals
suffer?
[Editor’s Note: Two Probe researchers have responded to this question.]
From Sue Bohlin:
God shows Himself to be a God of compassion toward animals in Jonah 4:11:
“Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than
120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand, as
well as many animals?”
He also wants us to be, like Himself since He made us in His image, people of compassion toward
animals:
“A righteous man has regard for the life of his animal.” (Proverbs 12:10a)
It’s helpful to look at some big ideas in scripture:
In Genesis 1:28, God tells Adam and Eve,
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”
This is the principle of stewardship.
Secondly, the Bible says that all animals belong to God:
O LORD, how many are Your works! In wisdom You have made them all; The earth is full
of Your possessions.
There is the sea, great and broad, In which are swarms without number, Animals both
small and great. (Psalm 104:24-25)
Since all animals belong to God, and God has put their care and management into the hands of
people, we can deduce that it is wrong to mistreat something that belongs to God.
So, while the Bible doesn’t come out and say it is a sin to mistreat animals, a case can be made that
it’s wrong.
Hope you find this helpful.

Sue Bohlin
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From Heather Zeiger:
Thanks for writing. It just so happens that I looked up some verses on this in studying for a
discussion on environmentalism and stewardship. I will also tell you that I love animals, and have
always had at least one animal, and usually more at one time. I currently have a sweet little cat and
a red-eared slider turtle, so the question of animal cruelty is a good question and certainly one I care
about.
true that animals are not made in God’s image, and therefore, are not capable of sin nor are saved as
humans are, so unfortunately I will not likely see my pets in Heaven, although there is some reason
to believe that there will be animals (and plants) in Heaven.
Having said that, animals are part of God’s creation, and not only that but are apparently a good
part of his creation and something that he cares very much about. Here are some important verses
(emphasis mine):
And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea
creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the
seas, and let birds multiply on the earth” (Genesis 1:20-22).
“And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their
kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.”
And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the
livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:24, 25).

So it seems that not only did God want animals to be part of creation, but he thought it was good to
put them here, and he even blessed them. He also seems to have taken care to make them in an
orderly way and specific to their environment (the sea, the land). So while God made man above the
animals, and even allowed him to use them for food or clothing, he also made man to be a steward
over creation. This means he wanted Adam to care for creation. We see elements of this in God’s law
when he specifies how the Israelites are to care for both the domestic and wild animals when they
enter the Promised Land (Leviticus 25:1-12), and how they are to care for livestock (Deuteronomy
22:1-4, 6, 9, and 25:4). Proverbs 12:10 says that “Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his
beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel.”
In the New Testament we see that God cares for the birds: “Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they?” Matthew 6:26.
In short, the answer to your question is yes, cruelty to animals is a sin and yes, God most certainly
cares about animal suffering. Man is to be a steward over God’s creation. Man is more important to
God than the animals, but God obviously expects man to care for creation.
Even when we consider that animals were used for sacrifices, it is not meant to be an enjoyable
thing, but…well…a sacrifice. This particular suffering of animals is ordained by God to foreshadow
the suffering of Christ. The sacrifice pleases God because it pleases him that man has obeyed God
and repented for his sins. For example, 1 Samuel 15:22 says, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to listen than the fat of rams.” There are also places in Deuteronomy and Isaiah that talk about
how God desires man’s heart more so than the act of sacrifice. The sacrifice is to turn man’s heart to
God.
I hope this was helpful for you. Always feel free to email us with questions.
Heather Zeiger

