“Salvation Is By Grace, But We Have to Do
Our Part”
Sue,
Thank you for being one who stands up for the principles that our Savior Jesus Christ
taught. I applaud your efforts. I have a couple of questions from your article:
I read your “A Short Look at Six World Religions” and it said that many of Joseph Smith’s
prophecies never came true. Which prophecies are those?
I also read, “Both of these religions teach salvation by works, not God’s grace.” I have been
a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 8 years of age, and I have
always been taught that we are saved by the grace of God. However, salvation is not free.
For example, if one chooses to not live the commandments that God has given, then how
can he be worthy to live in the presence of God? Here is a quote from the Book of Mormon:
“For we know that it is by grace that we are saved after all that we can do.” (page 99-100).
Jesus Christ paid the price for our sins, but we must do our part to accept his atonement
and live his commandments. Accepting his atonement is not enough. Through the grace of
our loving Savior we can be redeemed from our sins and return to the presence of our
Heavenly Father clean from all sin, again if we keep his commandments the best we know
how. God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ are the perfect examples of mercy.
Have a good day and thank you for teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is my best
friend.
Hello ______,
Jesus is my best friend too! <smile>
I read your article “A Short Look at Six World Religions” and it said that many of Joseph Smith’s
prophecies never came true. Which prophecies are those?
I cited a few of them in another response to an e-mail about my article. Your question prompted me
to add a link to that article at the end of the one you read, but here’s a direct link for you..
I also read, “Both of these religions teach salvation by works, not God’s grace.” I have been a
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from 8 years of age, and I have
always been taught that we are saved by the grace of God. However, salvation is not free.
I would agree that salvation was not free for God, for whom it cost Him EVERYTHING. But it is a
free gift for us. Please note Ephesians 2:8,9:
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.”
This scripture is diametrically opposed to Mormon doctrine. We cannot do anything to contribute to
our salvation. Isaiah 64:6 says that all our righteousness is as filthy rags; what can we possibly give
to God that will overcome the heinous sin of requiring the death of His Son to be reconciled to Him?
If someone came in here and murdered one of my sons and then said, “Hey, I don’t want you to be

mad at me. . . let me do something to help me get myself in your good graces. Here’s a nickel. . .”
—Well, guess what? That wouldn’t work! And it doesn’t work with God either.
The question of obeying His commandments is a separate issue. Obedience for the person who has
put his trust in Christ is a matter of bearing fruit and walking out the new kind of life (new heart,
new motivation, new source of power) that Christ brings at the point of salvation. Obedience for the
person who has NOT put his trust in Christ, but is trusting in himself to earn heaven on his own
merit, counts for nothing because Jesus said, “Apart from Me, no one comes to the Father” (John
14:6). It would be like that person who murdered my sons saying, “But I’m keeping all the Bohlin
family rules! I’m respectful to the parents, I take out the garbage on garbage day, I put my dishes in
the dishwasher, I don’t let the dog sleep on the bed! I deserve to be a member of your family!” See
how that doesn’t work either?
______, I pray the Lord will open your eyes to see that trying to earn salvation with our paltry
efforts—even WITH His grace—is a slap in the face of our God. He wants us to come to Him with
empty hands and the realization that we do not deserve and cannot earn the gift of eternal life that
comes ONLY through trusting in the Lord Jesus.
Warmly,
Sue Bohlin
It occurred to me as I read your response that we aren’t exactly talking about the same
definition of “salvation.” How exactly do you define it, in the strict sense? By that I mean,
tell me what salvation is and what it is not, as you perceive it.
I am really impressed that you realize we’re defining our terms differently. I want to make sure you
get the best possible answer, so I’m going to ask my Probe colleague Michael Gleghorn, who has
formal theological training, to answer that question, OK?
Michael Gleghorn’s answer:
Hello ______,
Thanks for your e-mail. You ask a very important question. Indeed, entire books have been written
on the subject. I will simply offer a broad sketch of some of the fundamentals of this important
biblical doctrine.
In its broadest sense, the biblical doctrine of salvation is concerned with the idea of God’s
deliverance of His people from harm or danger. In the Old Testament, God’s greatest saving act
occurred when He delivered (or saved) His people Israel from their slavery in Egypt. This event is
known as the Exodus. Thus, the biblical doctrine of salvation includes more than just “spiritual”
deliverance, it can incorporate physical deliverance as well. The important point is that salvation, in
the biblical sense, is ALWAYS THE WORK OF GOD—NOT MAN. Just listen to God’s word to the
prophet Isaiah: “I, even I, am the Lord; and there is no savior besides Me.” (43:11).
This point cannot be emphasized enough—God is the One who saves. Even in the book of Judges,
when Israel has many human “deliverers,” it is God who appoints them and raises them up for their
specific task. Thus, we repeatedly read statements such as the following in the book of Judges: “And
when the sons of Israel cried to the Lord, THE LORD RAISED UP A DELIVERER for the sons of
Israel TO DELIVER THEM” (3:9; emphasis mine).
And the psalmist also wrote: “Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden, the God who is our

salvation. God is to us a God of deliverances; and to God the Lord belong escapes from death”
(68:19-20). You get the idea.
The Old Testament Scriptures provide much of the “theological context” for the New Testament
doctrine of God and salvation. While some things are certainly “new” and different (see John 1:17,
etc.), much remains the same. In particular, salvation is still viewed as THE WORK OF GOD—NOT
MAN. Think back to the end of Psalm 68:20: “to God the Lord belong escapes from death.” Now
listen to Paul in Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death, BUT THE FREE GIFT OF GOD IS
ETERNAL LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD” (emphasis mine).
In the New Testament, as in the Old, God is the only true savior of man. This salvation has been
made available through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for our sins. As Paul says in 1
Corinthians 15:3: “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that CHRIST
DIED FOR OUR SINS according to the Scriptures” (emphasis mine). Furthermore, Christ is the
ONLY way of salvation. As Peter said in Acts 4:12: “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is
NO OTHER NAME under heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved”
(emphasis mine).
Of course, if God is the ONLY savior and, as Jesus Himself said, “No one comes to the Father, but
through Me” (John 14:6), clearly Jesus must be God. This is the teaching of the New Testament (see
John 1:1-3, 14). It’s important to point out, however, that Jesus is NOT God the Father; He is God the
Son, the second Person of the Trinity. Of course Jesus is also a Man. (Although I cannot get into it
right now, Mormons and Christians not only have a different understanding of the doctrine of
salvation, we also have radically different conceptions of God. Pat Zukeran, a colleague of mine at
Probe, has recently written an article on “The Mormon Doctrine of God.”
The Bible claims that Jesus is the only savior, who died on the cross for our sins. But Christ’s death
is not merely a means of salvation from sin (as great as that would be in itself), it also makes
available to man the perfect righteousness of God! Thus we read in 2 Corinthians 5:21: “He [God]
made Him [Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.” Salvation not only includes the forgiveness of our debt of sin, it also includes the
crediting of Christ’s righteousness to our account! In other words, Christ washes away the stain of
our sin and clothes us in His perfect righteousness. Luther called this “The Great Exchange.”
But how does this Great Exchange take place? By what means does it occur? What must one do to be
saved? That was the question asked of Paul and Silas by the Philippian jailer in Acts 16:30. Paul and
Silas responded by saying, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved” (16:31). In other
words, the jailer was told to BELIEVE (i.e. put his faith or trust) in the Person and work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The gift of salvation, like all gifts, must be received. It is received by faith alone. It is
with this understanding that we must read Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that NOT OF YOURSELVES, it is the gift of God; NOT AS A RESULT OF WORKS,
that no one should boast” (emphasis mine). And again, in Titus 3:4-7 we read: “But when the
kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, NOT ON THE BASIS
OF DEEDS WHICH WE HAVE DONE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY, by
the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life” (emphasis mine). Other aspects of salvation include, BUT ARE NOT
LIMITED TO, justification (i.e. being declared righteous by God), adoption into God’s family as His
beloved children (Galatians 4:4-7), the gift of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14), and the gift of
eternal life (Romans 6:23). Man receives all that is included in God’s gift of salvation BY FAITH
ALONE—PLUS NOTHING!

But do works play no role at all in the doctrine of salvation? Actually, they do! HOWEVER, WORKS
ARE NOT A MEANS OF SALVATION! Rather, good works are a RESULT of salvation. Salvation is a
gift of God, received by faith alone—plus nothing! But one of the RESULTS of a genuine salvation
experience is that the believer engages in good works. We recently looked at Ephesians 2:8-9 and
Titus 3:4-7. But what comes after these verses? In Ephesians 2:10 we read: “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.” Notice the progression of ideas in Ephesians 2:8-10. We are saved by grace
through faith and not by our works. However, we were saved, in part, FOR good works! I’ll let you
look at Titus 3:8 on your own, but the same order of ideas is present there as well.
By the way, this is James’ point as well in James 2:14-26. Some people think that this passage in
James contradicts Paul’s doctrine of salvation by grace, through faith—plus nothing. But if we read
this passage carefully, it is clear that James is not arguing that we are saved by works. Rather, he is
making the very important point that GENUINE faith produces good works. Thus, if no good works
are evident, it may be because the alleged faith is not genuine. And of course no one is claiming that
a “pseudo-faith” can save; the faith that saves is GENUINE faith—and such faith leads inevitably to
good works.
Two final points. First, we are not capable of judging the thoughts and intentions of others. Only God
can do that. If someone does not appear TO ME to be engaging in good works, this is no proof that
they are not truly saved. Only God knows their heart. However, it might be appropriate to ask that
person to examine himself to see whether his faith is really genuine or not (see 2 Corinthians 13:5
for instance). Second, even the good works resulting from the genuine faith of a true believer are not
really his own (in the sense that they originate and are carried out solely in his own strength). They
also are the gift of God and can only be properly carried out in the power of God’s Spirit—NOT in the
strength of the believer’s flesh! Although many verses could be quoted to this effect, I will mention
only two, Romans 8:3-4: “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, GOD DID:
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in
the flesh, in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit” (emphasis mine).
Please allow me to summarize the main points:
• Salvation is the work of God—not man.
• God offers man salvation as a free gift, based on the substitutionary death of His Son for our
sins.
• Salvation includes, but is not limited to, such things as the forgiveness of sins, the crediting of
Christ’s righteousness to our account, justification (being declared righteous by God), adoption
into God’s family as His beloved children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the gift of eternal life.
• Man receives God’s salvation by faith alone—plus nothing.
• The object of our faith is the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.
• Good works do not merit salvation, but genuine salvation results in good works.
• Good works are only “good” to the extent that they are done in faith through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Thus, God Himself is ultimately the Author even of the good works which follow a
genuine salvation experience.
I hope this helps. I also hope it makes sense. These ideas are some of the most essential elements of

the biblical doctrine of salvation; they do not, of course, exhaust the subject. If the Bible is the word
of God, we must pay very careful attention to the means by which God has made His salvation
available to us—neither adding to it, nor subtracting from it, but teaching it just as God revealed it to
us.
Shalom,
Michael Gleghorn
Probe Ministries

