Why Radical Muslims Hate You
(Short op-ed piece)
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If you are a Westerner, an American, a non-Muslim, or a Muslim of a different
stripe than they, then some radical Muslims hate you.
Why? The complex answer involves history, culture, politics, religion and
psychology. Of course, many–some would say most–Muslims are peace loving and
deplore terrorism. Islam is quite diverse. Extremist Muslims do not represent all
Muslims any more than white supremacists represent all Christians. Not all
“radical” Muslims are violent or hateful. But understanding extremist Muslim
hatred is essential to interpreting our post-9/11 world.
Osama Bin Ladin calls on Muslims to “obey God’s command to kill the Americans
and plunder their possessions…to kill Americans and their allies, both civil and
military….” He and his sympathizers want to eliminate Western influence and
restore their version of Islam to the world.
Would you believe that dancing in American churches helped fuel some radical
Muslim anger today? Princeton Near East scholar Bernard Lewis illustrates.
In 1948, Sayyid Qutb visited the United States for Egypt’s Ministry of Education.
His stay left him shocked with what he perceived as moral degeneracy and sexual
promiscuity.

He wrote that even American religion was tainted by materialism and
consumerism. Churches marketed their services to the public like merchants and
entertainers. Success, big numbers, “fun” and having “a good time” seemed
crucial to American churches.
He especially deplored clergy-sanctioned dances at church recreation halls. When
the ministers lowered the lights, the dances became hot. Qutb’s PG description:
“The dance is inflamed by the notes of the gramophone…the dance-hall becomes
a whirl of heels and thighs, arms enfold hips, lips and breasts meet, and the air is
full of lust.” He cited the famous Kinsey Reports as evidence of American sexual
debauchery.
Qutb, who was dark skinned, also experienced racism in America. Back in Egypt,
Qutb joined the Muslim Brothers organization. Imprisonment and torture made
his writings more militant. Qutb became what Georgetown University religion and
international affairs professor John Esposito calls “the architect of radical Islam.”
Some Muslim Brotherhood groups, offshoots, and alumni are mainstream and
nonviolent. Others have a violent legacy. A militant offshoot, Islamic Jihad,
assassinated Egyptian president Anwar Sadat. Esposito notes that Abdullah
Azzam, a radicalized former Muslim Brother, significantly influenced Osama bin
Ladin. Former CIA Middle East case officer Robert Baer observes that a Kuwaiti
Muslim Brother, Khalid Sheikh Muhammad, became a bin Ladin terror chief.
Princeton’s Lewis notes that Sayyid Qutb’s denunciation of American moral
character became incorporated into radical Islamic ideology. For instance, he
says Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini, in calling the U.S. the “Great Satan,” was being
consistent with the Koranic depiction of Satan not as an “imperialist” or
“exploiter” but as a seducer, “the insidious tempter who whispers in the hearts of
men.”
The founder of the faith I follow, Jesus of Nazareth, told people to “Love your
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” It is not emotionally easy for me

to love Osama bin Ladin or to pray for him. I have to ask God for strength for that.
Certainly bin Ladin’s hatred of me and my compatriots–flawed though we may
be–does not justify his campaign of terror. His campaign rightly prompts national
vigilance, a proverbial cost of freedom. But as we keep the powder dry, might it
also be appropriate to individually reflect on the character that seems so offensive
to him and his colleagues?
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Fear and Its Remedies
Rusty Wright
All set for the next terrorist attack? Got your biohazard suit? How ’bout your gas
mask, radiation detector and potassium iodide pills? A new store opened in
Manhattan recently, only a few blocks from Ground Zero. “Safer America”
markets personal safety products for a post-9/11 world.
Work in a high-rise? Have you considered a personal parachute? It comes in two
models: the streamlined Executive Chute and the deluxe “HOPE” system (High
Office Parachute Escape; opens automatically, good from heights over 100 feet,
accommodates persons up to 300 pounds).
Safer America President Harvey Kushner takes a pragmatic approach to
homeland security: “These products are no different than safety devices already
commonplace in most homes, such as fire extinguishers, smoke detectors, and
first-aid kits. We are enabling people to alleviate their fears by doing something
smart and productive: preparing to overcome that which they most fear.”

Fears abound these days. CIA director George Tenet recently warned Congress
that al-Qaida could attack at any time here or abroad. A sampler, from a guy who
is privy to more intelligence data than most of us: “Based on what we have
learned about the 11 September [attacks], an attempt to conduct another attack
on U.S. soil is certain.
“You must make the analytical judgment that the possibility exists that people are
planning to attack you inside the United States—multiple simultaneous attacks.
We are the enemy, we’re the people they want to hurt inside this country,” Tenet
said.
As Tenet spoke, the nation was still on alert code yellow—”significant risk of
terrorist attacks”—because officials had no specific details about time and
location of possible attacks. Frightening times. How should we deal with fear?
We trust military and law enforcement to keep us safe from harm. But we can
never completely prepare for every risk in life. And eventually life will end for
each of us. What then?
Besides taking reasonable precautions, might it also be worth considering
something deeper as an ultimate solution to fear? An Israeli shepherd who
became a king knew dangers from wild beasts and wild political enemies who
sought his life.
“The Lord is my shepherd,” he wrote. “I have everything I need. Even when I walk
through the dark valley of death, I will not be afraid, for you [God] are close
beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me.”
A descendant of this king, Jesus of Nazareth, offered similar advice to His friends:
“Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill you. They can only kill your body; they
cannot touch your soul. Fear only God,” He taught. God loves people, values them
and saves a spot in eternity for those who trust Him.

It’s hard to turn on the news these days without finding cause for fear: terrorism,
snipers and financial woes augment personal concerns about relationships, family
and job future. Maybe it’s time to look more closely toward One who can calm
fears and who holds the future in His hands.

