The Thought Police Are Here
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Recently, in the same week, I watched two strikingly polar opposite events unfold
on my Facebook feed. One was the long-awaited, long-prayed-for birth of a
precious baby girl whose daddy had left homosexuality and repented of a gay
identity as he pursued intimacy with Christ. After several years of sexual sobriety
and spiritual growth, he was actually quite surprised to find himself starting to be
attracted to girls. I remember him saying, “If you think puberty is rough the first
time, you should try it at 28!” I was privileged to watch him weep with gratitude
through his wedding to a beautiful lady, and pray for him as he became a pastor
of an inner city church. And finally, after a failed pregnancy and several failed
adoptions, God gave him and his wife the desires of their heart when their little
one was born.
This happened the same week that Amazon banned a number of books offering
hope for people struggling with unwanted same-sex attractions or gender
confusion, people like my friend. A gay activist convinced Amazon that the books
by a clinical psychologist who had successfully treated hundreds of men who did
not want to be gay, and other books presenting a biblical view of sexuality, are
dangerous. He said they cause LGBT people to hate themselves and inflict grave
psychological damage. Because no one should be able to say there’s anything
wrong with same-sex relationships and behavior.
It’s really not any different than if a coalition of distilleries, vintners and brewing
companies went after Alcoholics Anonymous to shut them down, proclaiming that

it’s dangerous and even wrong to support people who want to stop drinking. And
there’s something wrong with people not wanting alcohol to control or even
destroy their lives, because drinkers are who they are and they need to embrace
this reality.
Critics use the pejorative labels “gay cure” or “conversion therapy” to shut down
the voices of those offering help to those who want it. No reputable therapist,
counselor, or pastoral care person will attempt to force change on someone who
doesn’t want it, but what about those who do want help? What about another
friend of mine, who sought help when he was deep in the weeds of his gay life?
When I asked what made him reach out for help over 20 years ago, he answered,
“God-induced misery. If the Holy Spirit truly lives within, there is no peace, there
is no stability, there is no hiding. As James says, The double minded man is
unstable in all his ways.”
But technology has allowed “the Thought Police” to shut down the voices they
don’t like, like those of my friends. The stewards of high tech hold the power to
decide what they want people to hear and see.
• John Stonestreet’s recent Breakpoint commentary{1} relates how Facebook
deleted a pro-lifer’s post quoting Saint Augustine, about focusing on the sins
of others to avoid examining our own. Facebook says St. Augustine’s comment
violated community standards.
• YouTube has restricted a quarter of Dennis Prager’s conservative videos,
including one on the Ten Commandments (because it mentions murder).
• Smarter Every Day’s resident engineer (and winsomely outspoken Christfollower) Destin Sandlin created three powerful videos explaining how
YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook are being manipulated to control what we
see.{2}
• A single pro-LGBT activist convinced Apple, Microsoft, Amazon, and Google

to remove the Living Hope Ministries app, grossly misrepresenting LHM’s
mission and activity as dangerous and even “life-threatening.” The app was
filled with expository teachings of various books of the Bible, weekly
devotions, and personal testimonies of God’s transformational work. The app
had happily resided on all platforms for more than three years.
This app was removed for supposedly being life-threatening to LGBTQ youth,
yet the same hosts offer more than a dozen pro-gay apps that are designed to
encourage sexual exploration and provide a means for individuals to hook-up
for anonymous sex—an activity that has proven to be dangerous and even lifethreatening.{3}
These are examples of the Thought Police in action.
This is why it is more important than ever before for our thinking to be more
shaped, more informed by the truth of the Word of God than by the gatekeepers
of Big Tech.
For example, we need to embrace the truth of 1 Corinthians 6, describing the first
century church that had former homosexuals in it:
“Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of
you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.” (vv. 9-11, emphasis mine)
I keep thinking about personal friends of mine, and their families, that the
Thought Police don’t want the world to know about: men and women who have
turned from a gay identity to finding their identity in Christ, who have reconciled
their faith and sexuality to honor and glorify God in it. Some have developed an
attraction to their now-spouse, and are happily living faithful lives of service in

their churches and in the world. Some report that their same-sex attractions
haven’t changed, but instead of a blaring, controlling force, they have retreated to
white noise in the background of their lives. Their stories are real, and life-giving,
and fulfilling.
But you won’t know about it if the Thought Police have their way.
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