Are the Essene Gospels Real?
Dr. Michael Gleghorn
Are the Essene gospels (Gospel of Peace) real? How can you witness to
someone who believes these are truer than the Bible? I have a father who
says he believes in Jesus, but not the Bible. He says a loving God will not
condemn man as long as he does mostly good. He also rejects that Christ
is the only way. I know we are saved by grace not works and that Jesus is
the way, but how do I explain and share the truth without arguing? My
referring to the Bible only aggravates him since he rejects it as one of
religion and man’s creation.
There are certainly many ancient “Gospels” that never made it into the Bible.
You can find out more about these on sites like the following:
wesley.nnu.edu/biblical_studies/noncanon/index.htm
www.gnosis.org/naghamm/nhl.html.

and

A search on the latter site for the “Gospel of Peace” produced no matches and I’ve
actually never heard of this one. Regardless, however, the real questions we must
ask are:
1. Who wrote these documents?
2. When were they written?
3. Are they historically reliable or trustworthy sources of information about Jesus
and the early church?
Many of these documents were written by groups (like the Gnostics) who were
later declared heretical by church councils and synods. They were written AFTER
the time of the New Testament Gospels – sometimes by hundreds of years,
sometimes by decades. And with the exception of certain portions of the Gnostic
Gospel of Thomas, they’re generally regarded as late, legendary, and historically

unreliable sources of information about Jesus and His early followers.
If your father doesn’t believe that the Bible is reliable, you might see if he’s
willing to read some books which give evidence that it is. A very good general
introduction is “A General Introduction to the Bible: Revised and Expanded” by
Norman Geisler and William Nix. A book on the Old Testament is “The Old
Testament Documents: Are They Reliable & Relevant?” by Walter Kaiser. And F.F.
Bruce wrote, “The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?” Many other
good books exist, but if your father would be willing to carefully read any of these,
it would be a great start.
Regardless of whether he’s willing to read such books or not, however, the best
thing you can do is pray for him and model Christlike love toward him. The Lord
can work wonderfully to soften men’s hearts toward Christ and the Bible. Speak a
good word for the Lord as you have opportunity, but mainly just pray for him and
show him God’s love. It’s a powerful combination.
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