“What’s the Difference Between
Moral Relativism and Pluralism?”
Don Closson
Moral relativism and pluralism: I said they are, in effect, the same. The
Unitarian academics smiled and suggested that I am unlearned on the
topic. What say you?
The two terms are not necessarily linked. One could be a moral relativist and an
atheist, which isn’t quite the same as a religious pluralist. Theologian John Hick is
an example of a religious pluralist who accepts all major world religions as viable
paths to what he calls the “Other.” However, he would reject the label of moral
relativist, claiming that these belief systems cause followers to seek a good
beyond themselves and that this lends to their behavior a certain ethical
dimension not found in unbelievers.
The problem with John Hick’s system is in its rejection of what these religious
systems claim to believe about salvation and humanity’s destiny in order to blend
them into his pluralistic system. Harold Netland has written a helpful book for
thinking through the problems of religious pluralism called Dissonant Voices.
For Him,
Don Closson
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© 2005 Probe Ministries

“What’s the Difference Between
Moral Relativism and Pluralism?”
Don Closson
Moral relativism and pluralism: I said they are, in effect, the same. The
Unitarian academics smiled and suggested that I am unlearned on the
topic. What say you?
The two terms are not necessarily linked. One could be a moral relativist and an
atheist, which isn’t quite the same as a religious pluralist. Theologian John Hick is
an example of a religious pluralist who accepts all major world religions as viable
paths to what he calls the “Other.” However, he would reject the label of moral
relativist, claiming that these belief systems cause followers to seek a good
beyond themselves and that this lends to their behavior a certain ethical
dimension not found in unbelievers.
The problem with John Hick’s system is in its rejection of what these religious
systems claim to believe about salvation and humanity’s destiny in order to blend
them into his pluralistic system. Harold Netland has written a helpful book for
thinking through the problems of religious pluralism called Dissonant Voices.
For Him,
Don Closson
Probe Ministries
© 2005 Probe Ministries

