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I am a high school student writing a paper for English over some hatred
issues across America and I was wondering if you would answer some
questions about marriage equality, gender issues, etc.
Why do you, personally, dislike homosexual behavior?
For the same reason I dislike heterosexual behavior (like using pornography or
unmarried or extramarital sex) that is outside of God’s plan and purpose for our
bodies and souls: it is harmful to the person(s) engaging in it. Sex is so powerful,
like electricity, that it needs to be contained within the safe confines of marriage
between a man and a woman who have committed to each other for life. Outside
of that containment, the power of sex is more like lightning, which does damage
instead of being channeled into serving us.
But homosexual behavior is not just about sex. There is also a lot of emotional
dependency in same-sex relationships, especially between girls and women, when
their friendship has overflowed the banks of what is healthy. Emotionally
dependent relationships are intense (which becomes exhausting), chaotic (which
drains people further), controlling and manipulative (which is hurtful to the

people and to the relationship). I dislike this behavior because it is harmful to the
people engaging in it as well. I love people and hate to see them get hurt. That’s
why I dislike the behavior that contributes (eventually) to heartache.
If anyone of your family members became homosexual, how would you
react?

That already happened, when one of my relatives was seduced into lesbian
relationships and started seeing herself as part of the LGBT community. I
continued to love her, encourage her, delight in her . . . even though we don’t talk
about her relationships or her involvement in LGBT.
I have two grown sons, though, which is the closer kind of family I think you may
be thinking of. If either one of them announced they were gay, I would weep that
he had been deceived by our spiritual enemy into thinking falsehoods about
himself, and I would pray every day for his eyes to be open to the truth, even as I
continued to love him like I do now.
Why do you think God doesn’t love homosexual people and their
behaviors?

I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God dearly and tenderly loves those who
struggle with same-sex attraction, those who have embraced a gay identity, and
even those who have fully immersed themselves in the LGBT world. I’m thinking
of one young man in particular who went on a two-week bender, prostituting
himself for gay sex so he could buy drugs and keep himself high. I know that his
decisions grieved God’s heart deeply (especially when he became HIV+ during
that 2 weeks), but He never left the man or stopped loving him, and was there
waiting patiently for him to come to his senses . . . which he did. And now their

relationship is stronger than ever.
If God loved people, ALL people, enough to send His only Son into the world to be
nailed to a cross, taking our place and paying the penalty for our sin and then
raising Him from the dead, then I think He continues to love all of us in our
messy, sinful rebellion. But He never endorses or accepts our sinful behavior,
though He fully accepts US. Acceptance and approval of choices and behaviors
are not the same.
You may have noticed I went from talking about homosexuals to US . . . because
we are all in the same predicament: messy, sinful, rebellious people who
desperately need God. There is no us/them differentiation—we are all alike in our
need for God, and we are all alike in the fact that He loves us more than we can
imagine.
Do you believe in abortion, and why?

I think it is a heinous thing to murder a baby, whether he or she lives inside the
mother or outside the mother. Abortion is taking the life of an innocent child, and
it’s wrong to murder.
And do you consider Probe Ministries a hate group?
Absolutely not! We were tagged a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center
because we don’t agree with the LGBT agenda. We align ourselves with the
Bible’s standards that all sex outside of marriage violates God’s commands for
human sexuality. Unfortunately, these days mere disagreement is called hate. I
have repeatedly invited people to identify the hate-filled words on our website so I
can change them, but no one has ever identified any. I believe that is because you
won’t find words of hate on our website, or our podcasts, or any of our recorded

messages. (And I do know what hate sounds like. Westboro Baptist Church makes
me sick.)
I’m the primary writer and speaker about homosexuality and gender issues for
Probe. It might be helpful for you to know that for 18 years I have also served
with Living Hope Ministries, which is a Christian organization that helps people
deal with unwanted homosexuality, and the family members of those who have
chosen to embrace a gay identity. I have known and grown to love more people
than I can count, people who are my heroes as they fight their feelings and
instead, pursue intimacy with Jesus Christ. I have watched so many people’s
hearts change over time, and I have walked with a lot of women as they process
the reasons for their attractions and experience a shift in their beliefs and
attitudes (and sometimes attractions as well, though not always). They are so very
dear to me, and I love being their cheerleader and encourager.
That’s the opposite of hate. That’s what love looks like, and that’s what is the
foundation of everything I write and say on this issue.
It might also be helpful for you to know that I have run everything I write and say
through the filter of trusted friends who were once part of the LGBT community,
asking them to identify anything that is unintentionally hurtful or rude or even
untrue so I can change it before it becomes public.
I’m glad you asked, and I am thankful for the opportunity to provide you with
some answers.
Have a good day.
Warmly,

Mrs. Bohlin
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© 2016 Probe Ministries

Should We Go to
Neighbors’ Wedding?
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Gay
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“Sue, I love my sweet gay neighbors, and after the SCOTUS decision I figure we’ll
be invited to a wedding. Do we go?”
Christians take different positions on this question, just as Christians take
different positions on the issue of homosexuality in general and same-sex
marriage in particular. I believe that regardless of our feelings on this issue and
about our friends and loved ones, we need to follow what the Word of God says.
Both Old and New Testaments clearly state that homosexual behavior is sin.
Regardless of how we feel about those who engage in it, the Word of God is
internally consistent on this issue: all sex outside of marriage, which is restricted
to one man and one woman in a lifetime covenant, violates God’s created intent

for us. And that includes homosexual sex. Redefining marriage does not change
the unnatural, sinful nature of same-gender sex (Romans 1).
A wedding is a communal event where society gathers together to witness the
union of two people coming together to start a new family, a new building block of
community. The point of a wedding is that the guests witness, support, bless and
approve the marriage. Contrasted to lovers making promises to each other in a
private intimacy, the communal witness and celebration of a wedding elevates
and formalizes these vows as a covenant (a promise on steroids), and the new
one-flesh union becomes a recognized part of the community.
So there is a huge difference between having dinner with gay neighbors, and
attending their wedding. When people attend a wedding, it makes a statement.
Attendance at a wedding means one is offering support, approval and blessing to
the couple.
I suggest that since God has already spoken clearly about the nature of
homosexuality, He would not contradict Himself to endorse and celebrate what
He has declared to be sin (Leviticus 18:22). Neither should we.
Beyond that, the scriptures also direct us not to support other people’s behaviors
that God calls sin:
“Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose
them” (Eph. 5:11).
1 Timothy 5:22 instructs us not to “take part in the sins of others. . .”
How can one attend a gay wedding without participating in “deeds of darkness,”
without “taking part in the sins of others”?
To be consistent, Christians should examine why we attend any wedding. Since
the Bible is equally unequivocal about believers marrying unbelievers (2
Corinthians 6:14), it would be wrong to attend that wedding as well. It would be

saying, “I support, affirm, bless and celebrate this union.” Just like going to a
wedding of a Christian who dumps his wife without biblical grounds to marry a
younger trophy wife. No!
Lots of people scoff at this position: “God is a God of love! Who are you to judge
anyone’s love?”
It’s true, God IS a God of love, and He has described love for us:
Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous;
love does not brag and is not arrogant,
does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not
take into account a wrong suffered,
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1
Corinthians 13:4-7)
If love does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but God has declared that same-sex
relationships are not right, then it is not loving to engage in unrighteousness. If
same-sex relationships are outside God’s created intent for human sexuality, then
it is not loving to support and bless relationships that grieve God and will result in
pain down the road for the people involved.
So, to answer my friend’s question: “How can you attend a gay wedding without
making a clear statement of support and endorsement, approval and blessing?
And since you know what God says about the nature of their relationship as sin,
what statement would you be making as His ambassador?” I encourage my friend
to keep loving her wonderful neighbors, to continue to be their friends and to be
salt and light to them.
But not to go to their wedding.
And if they ask why, to kindly and lovingly say, “I am a Christ-follower, and He

has spoken about His intention for marriage. Just as He loves you more than you
can imagine, I love you too, but I’m so sorry, I can’t stand with you that day. But
I’ll look forward to visiting with you, as usual, on the other side of that day. And I
will be praying for you.”
This blog post originally appeared at
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on Aug.25, 2015

