The Case for Christ – Reasons to Believe in
the Reality of Christ
Dr. Ray Bohlin summarizes the evidence found by Lee Strobel when researching the question: Is
Jesus Christ really who the Bible says He is? He shows that we have strong evidence on every front
that backs up our belief in Jesus as the Son of God. This important apologetic argument helps us
understand the enduring value of Christianity.

Sometimes the Evidence Doesn’t Stack Up
Skeptics around the world claim that Jesus either never said He was God or He never exemplified
the activities and mindset of God. Either way they rather triumphantly proclaim that Jesus was just a
man. Some will go so far as to suggest that He was a very moral and special man, but a man
nonetheless. Well, Lee Strobel was just such a skeptic. For Strobel, there was far too much evidence
against the idea of God, let alone the possibility that God became a man. God was just mythology,
superstition, or wishful thinking.
As a graduate of Yale Law School, an investigative reporter, and eventual legal affairs editor for the
Chicago Tribune, Strobel was familiar with the weighing of evidence. He was familiar with plenty of
university professors who knew Jesus as an iconoclastic Jew, a revolutionary, or a sage, but not God.
He had read just enough philosophy and history to support his skepticism.
As Strobel himself says,
As far as I was concerned, the case was closed. There was enough proof for me to rest easy with
the conclusion that the divinity of Jesus was nothing more than the fanciful invention of
superstitious people. Or so I thought.{1}
That last hesitation came as a result of his wife’s conversion. After the predictable rolling of the eyes
and fears of his wife being the victim of a bait and switch scam, he noticed some very positive
changes he found attractive and intriguing. The reporter in him eventually wanted to get to the
bottom of this and he launched his own personal investigation. Setting aside as best he could his
own personal interest and prejudices, he began reading and studying, interviewing experts,
examining archaeology and the Bible.
Over time the evidence began to point to the previously unthinkable. Strobel’s book The Case for
Christ is a revisiting of his earlier quest. He interviews a host of experts along three lines of
evidence. In the first section Strobel investigates what he calls the record. What did the
eyewitnesses say they saw and heard? Can they be trusted? Can the gospel accounts be trusted?
What about evidence from outside the Bible? Does archaeology help or hurt the case for Christ?
Strobel puts tough questions to his experts and their answers will both surprise and exhilarate.
In the third section of the book, Strobel investigates the resurrection. He examines the medical
evidence, explores the implications of the empty tomb, the reliability of the appearances after the
resurrection, and the wide-ranging circumstantial evidence.
However, here we’ll focus on the middle section of the book, the analysis of Jesus Himself. Did Jesus
really think He was God? Was He crazy? Did He act like He was God? And did He truly match the
picture painted in the Old Testament of the Messiah?

Was Jesus Really Convinced that He Was the Son of God?
The psychological profiler is a new weapon in the arsenal of criminal investigators. They understand
that behavior reflects personality. These highly trained professionals examine the actions and words
of criminals and from these clues construct a psychological and sometimes historical profile of the
likely perpetrator.
These same skills can be applied to our question of whether Jesus actually thought He was God. We
can learn a great deal about what Jesus thought of Himself, not just from what He said, but what He
did and how He did it.
Ben Witherington was educated at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary (M. Div.) and the
University of Durham in England (Th. D.). He has taught at several universities and seminaries and
authored numerous books and articles about the person of Jesus.
Strobel began his interview by stating that Jesus wasn’t very forthcoming about His identity in
public, even mysterious. He didn’t come right out and say He was the Son of God or the Messiah.
Couldn’t it be that Jesus simply didn’t see Himself that way?
Witherington points out that Jesus needed to operate in the context of His day. To boldly state that
He was God would have at first confused and then maddened the Jews of His day. Blasphemy was
not treated lightly. Therefore He was very careful, especially at first, of what He said publicly.
There are other clues to Jesus’ self-identity as God. He chose twelve disciples, as God chose the
twelve nations of Israel. He called John the Baptist the greatest man on earth; yet He went on to do
even greater things in His miracles. He told the Pharisees, in contradiction to much of the Old
Testament law, that what defiled a man was what came out of his mouth, not what he put in it. “We
have to ask, what kind of person thinks he has the authority to set aside the divinely inspired Jewish
Scriptures and supplant them with his own teaching.”{2} Even the Romans labeled Him King of the
Jews. Either Jesus actually said that or someone thought He did.
Since Jesus’ followers called Him Rabboni or Rabbi, it seems they just thought of Him as a teacher
and nothing more. But Witherington reminds us that Jesus actually taught in a radical new way. In
Judaism, the authority of two or more witnesses was required for the proclamation of truth. But
Jesus frequently said, “Amen I say to you,” or in modern English, “I swear in advance to the
truthfulness of what I am about to say.” Jesus attested to the truth of what He was saying on His
own authority. This was truly revolutionary.
The evidence that Jesus believed that He stood in the very place of God is absolutely convincing.
Maybe He was just crazy. We’ll explore that question next.

Was Jesus Crazy When He Claimed to be the Son of God?
There’s considerable doubt in the general public about the usefulness of psychological testimony in
the courtroom. It seems that you can find some psychologist to testify to just about anything
concerning someone’s state of mind at the time a crime was committed. But while abuses can occur,
most people recognize that a trained and experienced psychologist can offer helpful insights into a
person’s state of mind while examining his words and actions.
In our investigation of Jesus, if He really believed He was God, can we determine if He was crazy or
insane? You can visit just about any mental health facility and be introduced to people who think
they are Julius Caesar or Napoleon or even Jesus Christ. Could Jesus have been deluded?

Not so, according to Gary Collins, a psychologist with a doctorate in clinical psychology from Purdue
and the author of numerous books and articles in popular magazines and professional journals.
Disturbed individuals often show signs of depression or anxiety or explosive anger. But Jesus never
displays inappropriate emotions.
He does get angry, but this is clearly appropriate—in the temple, for instance, when He saw the
misuse of the temple courtyard and that the moneychangers were taking advantage of the poor. He
didn’t just get ticked off because someone was annoying Him. In fact, Jesus seems at His most
composed when being challenged. In a beautiful passage, Collins describes Jesus as he would an old
friend:
He was loving but didn’t let his compassion immobilize him; he didn’t have a bloated ego, even
though he was often surrounded by adoring crowds; he maintained balance despite an often
demanding lifestyle; he always knew what he was doing and where he was going; he cared
deeply about people, including women and children, who weren’t seen as being important back
then; he was able to accept people while not merely winking at their sin; he responded to
individuals based on where they were at and what they uniquely needed. All in all I just don’t
see signs that Jesus was suffering from any known mental illness.{3}
OK, so maybe Jesus wasn’t mentally disturbed, but maybe He used psychological tricks to perform
His miracles. Many illnesses are psychosomatic, so maybe His healings were just by the power of
suggestion. Collins readily admits that maybe some of Jesus’ miracles were of this very type, but
they were still healed. And some of His miracles just can’t fit this description. Jesus healed leprosy
and people blind since birth, both of which would be difficult to pull off as a psychological trick. His
miracles over nature also can’t be explained psychologically, and raising Lazarus from the dead after
being in the tomb for a few days is not the stuff of trickery. No, Jesus wasn’t crazy.

Did Jesus Fulfill the Attributes of God?
Modern forensics utilizes artists who are able to sketch the appearance of a criminal based on the
recollections of the victims. This is an important tool to be able to alert the public as to the
appearance of a usually violent offender. In Lee Strobel’s investigation of the evidence for Jesus, he
uses the Old Testament as a sketch of what God is supposed to be like. If Jesus claims to be God,
then what we see of Him in the Gospels should mirror the picture of God in the Old Testament.
For this purpose, Strobel interviewed Dr. D. A. Carson, research professor of New Testament at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois. Carson can read a dozen languages and has
authored or edited over forty books about Jesus and the New Testament.
At the start of the interview, Strobel asks Carson, “What did Jesus say or do that convinces you that
Jesus is God?” The answer was a little surprising. Jesus forgave sins.
We all see ourselves as having the power and authority to forgive someone who has wronged us.
Jesus forgave people for things they did that didn’t involve Jesus at all. This was startling for that
time and even today. Only God can truly forgive sins, and Jesus specifically does so on a number of
occasions.{4}
In addition, Jesus considered himself to be without sin. Historically, we consider people to be holy
who are fully conscious of their own failures and are fighting them honestly in the power of the Holy
Spirit. But Jesus gave no such impression. In that wonderful chapter, John 8, Jesus asks if anyone
can convict Him of sin (John 8:46). The question itself is startling, but no one answers. Sinlessness is
another attribute of deity.

This chapter is a wonderful interview with Carson, covering other questions, such as: how could
Jesus be God and actually be born; or say that the Father was greater than He; or not speak out
strongly against the slavery of the Jewish and Roman culture; or believe in and send people to Hell?
I’ll leave you to explore those fascinating questions on your own in the book.
Strobel concludes that the Bible declares several attributes for God and applies them to Jesus. John
16:30 records one of the disciples saying, “Now we can see that you know all things.” Jesus says in
Matthew 28:20, “Surely I am with you even unto the end of the age.” And in Matthew 18:20 He says,
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am with them.” All authority was given Him
(Matthew 28:18) and Hebrews tells us that He is the same yesterday and today. So Jesus is
omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, and immutable. In John 14:7, Jesus says, “If you really knew
me, you would know my Father as well.”

Did Jesus—and Jesus Alone—Match the Identity of the Messiah?
So far in Strobel’s interviews with scholars we have affirmed that Jesus did claim to be God, He
wasn’t insane or emotionally disturbed, and He did things that only God would do. Now we want to
review Strobel’s interview with Louis Lapides, a Jewish believer as to whether Jesus actually fit the
Old Testament picture of what the Messiah would be like.
One of the important pieces of evidence that convinced Lapides that Jesus was the long-looked-for
Messiah was the fulfillment of prophecy. There are over forty prophecies concerning the coming
Messiah, and Jesus fulfilled every one. Some say this is just coincidence. But, the odds of just one
person fulfilling even five of these prophesies is less than one chance in one hundred million
billion—a number millions of times greater than the number of all people who have ever lived on
earth.{5}
But maybe this isn’t all it seems. Objections to the correlation of Jesus’ life to the prophecies of the
Messiah fall into four categories. The first is the coincidence argument, which we just dispelled.
Perhaps the most frequently heard argument is that the gospel writers fabricated the details to make
it appear that Jesus was the Messiah. But the gospels were written close enough in time to the
actual events that, if false, critics could have exposed the details. Certainly this is true of those in the
Jewish community who had every reason to squash this new religion before it got started.
Third, there is the suggestion that Jesus intentionally fulfilled these many prophecies so as to make
Himself appear as the Messiah. That’s conceivable for some of the prophecies, such as Jesus’ riding
into Jerusalem on a donkey, but for others it’s impossible. How could Jesus arrange for his ancestry,
or place of birth, or the method of execution, or that soldiers would gamble for his clothing? The list
goes on.
Fourth, perhaps Christians have just ripped these so-called prophecies out of context and have
misinterpreted them. When asked, Lapides sighed and replied:
You know, I go through books that people write to try to tear down what we believe. That’s not
fun to do, but I spend the time to look at each objection individually and then to research the
context and the wording in the original language. And every single time, the prophecies have
stood up and shown themselves to be true.{6}
What I found most intriguing about the interviews was the combination of academic integrity on the
part of these scholars alongside a very evident love for the One of whom they were speaking. For
these scholars, finding the historical Jesus was not just an academic exercise, but also a lifechanging personal encounter with Jesus. Perhaps it can be for you too.
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