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The Goddess and the God
By some estimates, Wicca “appears to be the fastest growing religion in
America.”{1} But what exactly is “Wicca” anyway? One scholar writes, “The
modern religion of Wicca, otherwise known as Old Religion, Magick, Witchcraft,
the Craft, and the Mysteries, is part of the neo-pagan movement.”{2} In this
article I hope to accomplish two things. First, I want to outline some of the
fundamental doctrines of Wicca; second, I want to offer a biblical critique of those
doctrines.
Let’s begin with Wiccan theology. Although some Wiccans are devoted exclusively
to the Goddess, most worship both the Goddess and the God. Raven Grimassi, a
Wiccan scholar, has written, “The Source of All Things, also known as the Great
Spirit, is generally personified in Wiccan belief as a Goddess and a God.”{3}
It’s important to point out that the Goddess and God are merely personifications
of this ultimate source of all things. The Source itself is both “unknowable” and
“incomprehensible.”{4} It is perhaps for this reason that some “Neo-Wiccans”
have simply abandoned such personifications altogether, choosing rather to view
the gods as simply “detached metaphysical concepts.”{5} But for those who
embrace such personifications, the Goddess has often been associated with the
moon (and has thus sometimes been called the Queen of Heaven).{6} She is also

known in three aspects, corresponding to the three stages of a woman’s life:
Maiden, Mother, and Crone.{7} She was alleged to have reigned “with a male
consort called The Horned One who was a nature god and was also associated
with the sun.”{8} Interestingly, this god was not only viewed as the consort of the
Goddess, he was also her son as well. Each year he was born of the Goddess,
became her lover, and died-only to be reborn once more the following year from
his own seed! This was known as the Year God cycle and was associated with the
fertility of the land and the annual cycles of seedtime and harvest.{9}
Interestingly, modern Wicca shares many similarities with the ancient fertility
religions of Canaan, religions specifically condemned by God in the Bible.{10}
For instance, the Wiccan Goddess is revered by some as the Queen of Heaven, by
others as Astarte.{11} But in the Bible, the worship of Ishtar, the queen of
heaven, and Astarte, or Ashtoreth, is repeatedly condemned, as is the worship of
her consort, known sometimes as Baal, sometimes as Tammuz.{12} Thus in
Judges 2:11-13 we read: “Then the sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord .
. . they provoked the Lord to anger . . . they forsook the Lord and served Baal and
the Ashtoreth.” But if the only true God rejected the ancient Canaanite religions
and their practices, would His reaction to modern Wicca likely be any different?

The Watchers
“The Watchers is a concept common to most Wiccan Traditions, although they are
viewed differently by the various systems within Wicca.”{13} Raven Grimassi
describes these “Watchers” as “an ancient race who have evolved beyond the
need for physical form.”{14} However, he is quick to add that, historically, the
“Watchers” have been conceived in a diversity of ways. For instance, in the early
Stellar myths the Watchers were “gods who guarded the Heavens and the
Earth.”{15} Later, he says, “the Greeks reduced them to the Gods of the four
winds, and the Christians to principalities of the air.”{16}
The connection, observed by Grimassi, between the Wiccan concept of the

Watchers and the Christian concept of angels may find some validation in the
Bible. In Daniel 4:13-17, the pagan king Nebuchadnezzar relates a dream to
Daniel. He tells him that during the dream a “watcher, a holy one, descended
from heaven” and pronounced a judgment that is said to be “by the decree of the
watchers . . . a command of the holy ones . . . that the living may know that the
Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind.” Most conservative commentators
understand the “watchers” in this passage to be angels. One commentator writes,
“The king is probably referring to the angels which were known to him through
the Babylonian religion.”{17} But that these beings are indeed the biblical angels
seems evident from the fact that they are acting as messengers of the Most High
God.{18}
In light of this connection between the “watchers” and angels, it is interesting to
note that “Rabbinic and Cabalistic lore” made a distinction between good and evil
Watchers.{19} This distinction parallels the biblical distinction between good and
evil angels, or angels and demons. Indeed, Grimassi notes, “In the Secret Book of
Enoch, the Watchers . . . are listed as rebellious angels who followed Sataniel in a
heavenly war.”{20} We find a similar incident recounted in Revelation 12:7-9,
where we read of a heavenly war in which Michael and his angels cast Satan and
his angels from heaven to earth.
With this in mind it is interesting to note that Richard Cavendish, in his book The
Powers of Evil, “lists the Watchers as the Fallen Angels that magicians call forth
in ceremonial magick.”{21} This remark is especially noteworthy when one
considers Grimassi’s comments concerning “the relationship that exists between a
Wiccan and the Watchers.”{22} Grimassi points out that “every act of magick
that a Wiccan performs is observed and noted by the Watchers.”{23}
Furthermore, he says, “There is a definite link between the ‘powers’ of a Wiccan
and their rapport with the Watchers.”{24} But since the God of the Bible clearly
prohibits magic, is it likely that these “Watchers” should be thought of as good
spirits (inasmuch as they oppose the ordinance of God)?{25}

The Art of Magick
Wiccans view magick as a genuine possibility because of humanity’s intrinsic
connection both to Deity and a supernatural order. Raven Grimassi states: “The
art of magick is one of creation. . . . The power to create from thoughts is linked
to the divine spark within us. We create in accordance with the divine formula
that created all things.”{26}
But how is this possible? Grimassi explains, “The astral plane is the link between
the divine world and the physical. . . . Whatever manifests on the astral plane will
eventually manifest on the physical plane.”{27} And human thought can manifest
on the astral plane.{28} Thus, for one accomplished in the art of Wiccan magick,
the power to secure a desired effect in the physical world is alleged to begin with
the careful creation of a thought-form on the astral plane.{29} Grimassi
continues: “Thought-forms begin to appear in the astral material, which then
become vehicles for the spirits or deities that have been invoked (through which
they will respond to the desire of the magickal intent).”{30} If done properly,
“the magickal seeds planted in the astral plane” will eventually bear fruit on the
physical plane.{31} This is the basic theory behind Wiccan magick. And one
practitioner has boasted, “No matter what type of coven magic is used, it is
usually effective.”{32}
Might there actually be some truth to this? Indeed, there might. The book of
Exodus tells us that the Egyptian magicians were able to duplicate, by means of
“their secret arts,” the initial plagues God brought upon Egypt!{33} Furthermore,
the text never hints that this was done by any means other than some genuine
secret power. In light of this we might ask why God is so opposed to the practice
of magic. After all, couldn’t such power be used for good, as well as evil? But God
specifically warned the Israelites: “There shall not be found among you anyone”
who practices divination, witchcraft, sorcery, or spiritism.{34} Why is this?
Could it be that the “secret power” of magick is due, not to its various rituals,

symbols and gestures, but rather to the supernatural intervention of spirit beings?
In Acts 16 we read of a demon-possessed slave-girl described as “having a spirit
of divination . . . who was bringing her masters much profit by
fortunetelling.”{35} This passage clearly ties the power of divination to demons.
With this in mind, it’s interesting to remember Grimassi’s admission: “There is a
definite link between the ‘powers’ of a Wiccan and their rapport with the
Watchers.”{36} Wiccans view the Watchers as a race of highly evolved spiritual
beings.{37} But these beings are linked with angels and demons in other
religious literature (including the Bible).{38} Is it possible that God prohibits
magic because He wants to protect people from involvement with demons?

The Summerland and Reincarnation
Like Christians, Wiccans do not believe that physical death is the end of personal
existence. Nevertheless, in its details the Wiccan doctrine of the “afterlife” differs
substantially from the biblical view. How so?
To begin, Wiccans do not accept the biblical doctrines of heaven and hell. Rather,
they believe that after physical death, “Wiccans pass into a spirit world known as
the Summerland . . . a metaphysical astral realm of meadows, lakes, and forests
where it is always summer. It is a Pagan paradise filled with all the lovely
creatures of ancient lore, and the gods themselves dwell there.”{39} The
Summerland is viewed as a place of rest and renewal for the soul before its
rebirth into the physical world.{40}
The belief in the soul’s rebirth into the physical world, also known as
reincarnation, is another way in which Wiccan doctrines differ from those of
biblical Christianity. Though the doctrine of reincarnation is completely
unbiblical, many Wiccans actually believe it is taught in the Bible. Raven Grimassi
cites John 9:1-3 as evidence that even Jesus and His disciples believed in
reincarnation!{41} In this passage Jesus’ disciples ask Him about a man born
blind: “‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?’

Jesus answered, ‘It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was in
order that the works of God might be displayed in him.'” Grimassi comments:
“Jesus does not denounce the question of this man’s existence prior to this birth,
but explains that [his blindness] had nothing to do with his sins prior to his
present life.”{42} But is this interpretation correct? Is Jesus really affirming that
this man existed prior to his present life?
It’s important to understand both the disciples’ question, and Jesus’ response,
from within the historical context of first century Judaism. “The Jewish
theologians of that time gave two reasons for birth defects: prenatal sin (before
birth, but not before conception) and parental sin.”{43} In other words, first
century Jewish rabbis did not believe that birth defects resulted from bad karma
in a previous incarnation! Rather, they thought such defects arose either from the
sins of the parents being visited upon their children, or from the sin of the child
while still in the mother’s womb.{44} Although Jesus denies that either of these
causes was responsible for this man’s blindness, we must still bear in mind that
His disciples were asking this question from within a first century Jewish context.
We must also remember that elsewhere the New Testament explicitly affirms,
“[I]t is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”{45} Thus,
far from affirming the Wiccan doctrine of reincarnation, the New Testament
clearly denies it.

Is Wicca Another Way to God?
Scott Cunningham claimed, “All religions have one ideal at their core: to unite
their followers with Deity. Wicca is no different.”{46} He also wrote, “Perhaps it’s
not too strong to say that the highest form of human vanity is to assume that your
religion is the only way to Deity.”{47} But is it really true that there are many
ways to God, or is there only one?
Although it’s quite common in today’s pluralistic society to assume that all the
enduring religious traditions of mankind are equally valid ways to God or Ultimate

Reality, there are tremendous philosophical difficulties with this belief. Since we
are here concerned with both Wicca and Christianity, let’s briefly compare some
of the fundamental tenets of these two religions and see what we come up with.
Wiccans appear to believe in the essential divinity of human nature. Raven
Grimassi writes, “[E]verything bears the ‘divine spark’ of its creator.”{48} He
also claims, “Souls are like brain cells in the mind of the Divine Creator,
individual entities and yet part of the whole.”{49} Thus, there doesn’t seem to be
any clear distinction in Wicca between humanity and Deity. This explains why the
Witch Starhawk could confidently declare, “there is nothing to be saved from . . .
no God outside the world to be feared and obeyed.”{50}
Christianity, however, maintains a firm distinction between God and man. Man is
created in God’s image, but he is neither God nor a part of God. Furthermore,
although man bears God’s image, his nature has been corrupted by sin, which
separates him from God. Man’s need, therefore, is to be saved from his sins and
reconciled to God. This explains the significance of Christ for Christianity. As
Peter put it, “Christ . . . died for sins once for all . . . that He might bring us to
God.”{51} Christians believe that God dealt fully and finally with man’s sin
through the death and resurrection of His Son.{52} Thus, contrary to Wicca,
Christianity teaches that there is something to be saved from and that there is a
God outside the world to be both feared and obeyed.
Because of their differences, the law of non-contradiction makes it impossible for
both of these religions to be true. It’s therefore interesting to note Charlotte
Allen’s observation: “In all probability, not a single element of the Wiccan story is
true. The evidence is overwhelming that Wicca is . . . a 1950s concoction . . . of an
English civil servant and amateur anthropologist” named Gerald Gardner.{53}
But surely such questionable historical origins cast doubt on the truth of Wiccan
religious beliefs as well. Christianity, however, is firmly rooted in the historical
reality of Jesus of Nazareth, whose claim to be the only way to God was clearly
vindicated when God “furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the

dead.”{54}
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