Learning to Lean Hard–AGAIN
Sue Bohlin

Walking with God. The scriptures talk a lot about how we walk, which is biblical
language for how we live. But walking itself, beyond the analogies, has a special
meaning to me.
As an infant, polio paralyzed me from the waist down, but little baby helper nerve
cells sprouted up and gave me some use of my leg back. I needed a full-length
brace to be able to stand and walk at all for my first years. And every step of my
life has been a rather noticeable limp. So to me, walking = limping.
So when I hear words of wisdom like, “Don’t trust any leader who doesn’t walk
with a limp” (meaning, a leader who hides their brokenness and need for Jesus),
I’m all over that. I’ve got that “walk with a limp” thing DOWN!
My limp was the cause of great shame for decades. I have always avoided looking
in mirrors and plate-glass windows, anything that would remind me of what I look
like when I walk. I didn’t need reflective surfaces, though, to be reminded of my
limp; the stares of people, especially children, did that, making my soul burn with
embarrassment. Every single day.
And when I was 35, a physical therapist instructed me to start using a cane. It
helped with stability and relieving some of the stress on my polio leg. As long as I
was going to use a cane, I thought, I may as well enjoy it by using fun and pretty
canes (thanks to FashionableCanes.com!)

And then bad arthritis hit both my hips, and the pain escalated to the point where
I literally could not walk or stand for a year and a half. My mobility scooter
became my legs 24/7.
I wasn’t limping anymore. Because I wasn’t walking anymore, with or without a
cane.
By God’s grace, particularly through Medicare, once I hit 65 I was able to have
both hips replaced. The arthritis went into the medical waste bin along with my
natural hip joints. I have had no pain since 2018, a daily source of gratitude for
me.
And the ability to walk and stand was restored to me. What a blessing!
One day I realized that yes, I was limping again, because I was walking again!
That put a whole new spin on seeing limping as a privilege!
God has used this journey to teach me a number of lessons. (Such as “Lessons
From a Hospital Bed”) I recently learned a new one.
I often advise people to “lean hard on Jesus” regardless of the reason, but
especially in times of trial and crisis. Sometimes they wonder, What does that look
like? Legit question!
And one day as I was walking across my kitchen, leaning hard onto my cane, the
Holy Spirit nudged me. As usual, without thinking about it, I was depending on
my cane to provide stability and assistance and relieve some of the weight and
pressure on my increasingly-weak leg. Then, when my cane struck some water on
the floor I didn’t see, it slid as if I had been walking on ice. By God’s grace I did
not fall, though I could easily had done so—and falling is baaaaaad for people with
artificial hips. I suddenly had a new appreciation for how much I need my cane.
And I need it to be firmly planted on non-slippery surfaces.
Just like I need Jesus, who is far more secure than my cane on a dry surface.

I need to lean hard on Him in grateful dependence, trusting Him to empower me,
lead me, grow me, change me, provide for me. Just like I do my cane, a physical
reminder of what “leaning hard” looks like.
But there was another lesson coming.
I don’t need my cane to walk like I used to need my scooter to move. But when I
walk without it, my wonky polio limp is not only there, it’s even wonkier than it
was before because my new hips changed my gait. Sometimes when I need to
carry two items from one room into another, I hook my cane into the crook of my
elbow so I have both hands free to carry stuff. When I do that, my walk—my
limp—is almost bizarre.
It is not lost on me that when I hook my cane onto my arm like a fashion
accessory instead of leaning hard on it, my walk is wonky. And unnatural. And
when I depend on myself, walking in self-sufficiency instead of leaning hard on
Jesus, the walk of my life is at least equally wonky. And unnatural. And
unattractive.
So yes, my cane is like Jesus. He wants us to lean hard on Him, to depend on Him,
instead of treating Him like a fashion accessory. He actually said, “I am the vine,
you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for
apart from Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5, emphasis mine)
The other day, as I entered the living room with both hands full, my husband said,
“I would have been happy to help; you don’t need to wear Jesus on your arm.”
I laughed . . . and then the next time, instead of leaning on self-sufficiency I asked
for help. Because leaning on Jesus means, among many other things, that He
helps me spurn self-sufficiency and ask for help.
The lessons continue.
(I wrote a 2016 blog post (Leaning Hard) about my first set of lessons in learning

to lean hard, which I had forgotten about until I went to upload this one. I will
clearly need to keep learning the lesson.)

This blog post originally appeared at blogs.bible.org/learning-to-lean-hard-again/
on November 16, 2022.

Jesus, American Politics, and
Bearing God’s Name
Sue Bohlin

Have you ever wondered how to engage in politics as a Christian? How do you
filter what our political leaders say through the lens of scripture? How do you
determine if someone in a political office just wants your vote and is willing to
misuse scripture to do it? Tom Davis addresses the concerns we should have
when our political leaders misuse scripture, how to identify their crafty lies, and
how to think theologically when listening and evaluating their promises on their
political platform.
I started paying attention to politics around the year 2000. Since then, politics has
grown more contentious. The two major parties are suspicious of each other, and

the rhetoric has grown even more contentious. Every president elected since
2000 has been declared to be an illegitimate president by some of their
opponents. Most political pundits and activists increase the contention, especially
during election campaigns. The worst part of this political polarization is that both
parties claim Jesus is on their side. How can Jesus be on both sides? What is their
evidence that confirms their claim? How should Christians respond?

The Third Commandment: Taking God’s Name in
Vain
To help us address how politicians use the name of Jesus, it will help to look at the
third commandment. The Ten Commandments are found in Exodus 20 and
Deuteronomy 5. God leads the Hebrew people out of slavery in Egypt, and makes
a covenant with His people. In Exodus 20, God gives these commandments as the
conditions of His covenant with the Hebrews. In Deuteronomy, these
commandments are restated as the Hebrews are preparing to go into the
promised land. The third commandment is, “You shall not take the name of the
Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name
in vain.”{1}
These commandments were the foundation for the moral behavior that the
Hebrew people were to follow to keep their covenant relationship with God.
Sometimes there is a particular confusion over the third commandment. A version
of this covenant called “The Redneck Ten Commandments” lists the third
commandment as “Watch yer mouth.” While humorous, this fails to capture the
essence of the commandment. Dropping a “g__ d___,” or an “OMG” in a
conversation is not at the heart of the third commandment. Paul wrote of Jesus,
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”{2} This means
that Jesus is God incarnate, which means exclaiming “Jesus Christ!” as an
expression of disgust or surprise is the same as the expressions just mentioned.
These phrases can violate taking God’s name in vain, but are not at the heart of

the issue. There are other passages in the Bible that address the use of impure,
offensive, or vulgar language.
If vulgar and impious phrases such as GD or OMG are not at the heart of the third
commandment, what is this commandment about? I suggest two meanings, both
of which we see violated in American politics.
When God gave the Hebrews the Ten Commandments, the people were coming
out of Egypt. The people were going into the land promised to them, which was
inhabited by the Canaanites. Those people, as well as most people of the Ancient
Near East, thought that by invoking a god’s name, that god could be manipulated
into doing what the people liked. Old Testament scholar Abel Ndjerareon tells us,
“Pagans end up believing that they can easily manipulate both the name and the
god represented by the name. The name thus becomes a way of controlling, of
mastering, and taming the divinity. But the God of Israel refuses to allow his
name to be used in this way. He is not an object to be manipulated.”{3} Unlike
the gods of the surrounding nations, Yahweh will not be controlled or mastered by
people simply because they invoke His name. Old Testament scholar John Walton
also states, “The third commandment when read as ancient Near Eastern
literature concerns how Yahweh’s power/authority was not to be
perceived—people were to recognize it by refraining from attempts to control or
misuse it.”{4} In the third commandment Yahweh is telling the Hebrews, with
whom He just entered a covenant, that He is not like pagan gods. They cannot
manipulate Him by using His name.
Politicians do not use God’s name to manipulate God, they use God’s name to
manipulate people. People will take God’s name and attach it to a political party
or a politician to convince
people to vote for them. Currently “Jesus Saves” is not only a statement of faith,
now it is also a political banner. Jesus Saves banners were at the January 6th
riots. Why? Were people witnessing to other people during the riot? That is not
likely. Politicians use the name of God to gather support for campaigns and

political ideas that God does not agree with. While they may not be trying to
manipulate God, they are trying to manipulate His people.
There is another aspect to taking God’s name in vain. One use of the Hebrew
word for “take” could be something like taking up arms, taking things into your
own hands, or taking a bag from someone to help them carry groceries.
The word translated as “take” in the third commandment is also translated as
“bear” in other parts of the Old Testament. In Exodus 28, God gives Moses the
instructions for how to make the priestly garments and how these garments were
to be used. One of the garments, like an apron, is called a breastpiece. The
breastpiece has twelve stones attached to it. Each stone represents a tribe of
Israel. Aaron is to wear this holy garment when entering the tabernacle: “So
Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on
his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to remembrance before
the LORD. And in the breastpiece of judgment you shall put the Urim and the
Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron’s heart, when he goes in before the LORD.
Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the
LORD.”{5}
A few verses later Aaron is instructed to wear a headband with a gold plate with
“Yahweh” engraved on it. The instructions are: “It shall be on Aaron’s forehead,
and Aaron shall bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel
consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall
regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.”{6} In
this passage we can see that Aaron is bearing, or representing, Israel before God
by wearing the breastpiece. The gold plate on Aaron’s forehead signifies that he is
God’s representative to Israel. In light of the third commandment and these
instructions given to Aaron when fulfilling his priestly role, Israel is to represent
God (bear or take his name) to the nations just as Aaron represents (bears) Israel
before God.{7}

We Christians should be involved in politics. There is nothing wrong with
Christians running for office, or campaigning for a cause. As Christians we bear
God’s name. We represent God to other people. This means that how we act, what
we say, and how we treat people matters to God. When we take God’s name and
attach it to a political view that does not accurately represent Him, we bear His
name in vain. When we campaign, we must do so in a way that honors God. We
must not misrepresent Him.

American Politics and God
Throughout the history of America, people have appealed to God and the Bible to
justify different social and political movements. The earliest people to settle in
what became the United States were devout Christians. The Bible informed their
beliefs and way of life. The Founding Fathers had a variety of religious beliefs
ranging from Enlightenment Epicureanism (an ancient Greek philosophy that
believed that gods did not exist, and only physical things exist) and deism to
Protestant Christianity. Most of them saw value in the Bible, even if they were not
Christians. Different Americans at different times have appealed to God and the
Bible to gain support for slavery, the abolition of slavery, Manifest Destiny (a
cultural belief in the 19th-century United States that American settlers were
destined to expand across North America, per Wikipedia), the humane treatment
of Native Americans, Prohibition, and many other movements and goals.
However, these movements are not equal when evaluated by the teachings of the
Bible. Politicians and activists still appeal to the Bible to rally voters and
supporters for their goals. How should current appeals to the Bible be evaluated?
Matthew Dowd, a Democrat who once worked as an advisor to the Bush
administration, said, “If Jesus Christ was alive today, He would be called a
groomer, He would be called woke, and He would be called a socialist if He was
alive today and speaking the message He spoke in the gospels today about
treating everybody with dignity.” Dowd went on to say, “Jesus Christ hung around
with prostitutes and tax collectors. He was nailed to a cross because He spoke on

behalf of the most marginalized people in the Middle East.”{8} He also said that a
small segment of conservative activists has corrupted Jesus’ message, which
Dowd said was “love conquers hate.”
What should we think about Dowd’s statements during the interview? First, notice
that Dowd does not quote the Bible at any time during the interview. He
references the gospels in a general way. Given that this was a live interview on a
news broadcast, I can understand that because time was limited.
The question remains, how do his claims stand up against biblical scrutiny? Would
Jesus be called a groomer (slang for a person who builds relationships with
children to manipulate and exploit them)? I think Dowd means that Jesus would
be falsely accused of being a groomer. But Dowd seems to think that Jesus would
be teaching that same sex intercourse, transgenderism, and things like that are
good. I see no evidence of that in the Bible.
Dowd’s claim that Jesus died because He spoke out on behalf of marginalized
people completely misses the mark. Jesus did disrupt the cultural norms and class
divisions of the Jews of that time. Women traveled with Jesus and His disciples.
Jesus spoke with the Samaritans. Jesus touched lepers and other unclean people.
He even had a tax collector as one of his closest disciples. But there is no
indication that He died because He did these things. Jesus did not die for “love
conquers hate.” The Apostle John tells us, “For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.”{9} John also wrote, “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not ours only
but also the sins of the whole world.”{10} While Jesus taught that the
marginalized should be respected and that the oppressed should be defended,
that is not why He died. Jesus did not die for love, He died because He loved the
world. His death was not about equality, it was a payment for our sins. Those who
confess their sins, oppressors and oppressed, and turn to Jesus as Lord of all
creation, will have their sins forgiven.

The latest instance I saw of the Bible being used for politics is California governor
Gavin Newsom’s campaign billboards promoting the pro-choice position. The
bottom of the billboards has Mark 12:31 at the bottom of the poster: “Love your
neighbor as yourself. There is no greater commandment than these.” Newsom
seems to think loving your neighbor means supporting abortion. He also left out
the first part of Jesus’ answer to the question of which command is the greatest,
“The most important is, Hear O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your strength.”{11} Does Newsom leave this out because
he thinks it would make the billboard cluttered? I don’t think so. The question
that Newsom needs to answer is, how does promoting the pro-choice position
show love for God? Every person bears the image of God. When, in the
development of the baby, is the image put in the baby? Because biology, and more
importantly, the Bible does not tell us, it seems the most moral and cautious
position is to assume that the image of God is in the baby at conception. Let us
not forget that the command to love your neighbor is tied to the command to love
God. How does abortion show love for God? Every politician or political activist
who wants to use passages of the Bible to support their political cause needs to be
able to answer these kinds of questions. Leaving these kinds of questions
unanswered does not honor the name of God.
During President Trump’s campaign in 2016 he was a guest speaker at Liberty
University. The thing most people remember about his speech is that he said
“Two Corinthians” instead of “Second Corinthians.” But why should this matter?
Christians in England call the book “Two Corinthians.”
The issue in Trump’s speech is the verse he quoted and what was implied by its
use. Trump said, “I hear this is a major theme right here. … Two Corinthians 3:17,
that’s the whole ball game . . . ‘Where the spirit of the Lord is,’ right? ‘Where the
spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.’ . . . But we are going to protect
Christianity.”{13} Trump referenced 2 Corinthians 3:17 by quoting part of it,
then making the verse about his political campaign, implying that Christian

freedom depended on electing him. But what is this verse really about? Here is
the verse in context:
“But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old
covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it
taken away. Yes, whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But
when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”{14}
When viewed in context it is clear that 2 Corinthians is about Christ lifting the veil
of sin, and the Spirit of the Lord providing freedom from sin. What does this have
to do with Trump, or any other American politician? Nothing.
It is clear that American politicians have used the Bible to gain support from
Christians. Most of the time politicians are taking passages out of context so that
they can try to gain support from Christians to advance their own agenda. When
politicians do this, they are bearing God’s name in vain. When we Christians
remain silent, we are bearing God’s name in vain. In order to bear God’s name
well we must speak what is true and call out what is false. This includes when
people, Christian or otherwise, misrepresent God or the teachings of the Bible.

How Do We Do Politics
Staying out of politics is not a good option. God calls us to be good stewards of
the gifts He gives us, one of which is the opportunity to be salt and light in our
culture through government. Christians living under dictatorships do not enjoy
this blessing. How should we Christians engage in politics then? Where in the
Bible can we find guidance? How can we bear God’s name in a way that honors
Him in politics? While there are a lot of places to find principles on specific
issues, the beatitudes in Matthew 5 are a good place to find general principles for
how to engage in politics and life. The beatitudes describe the characteristics that
Christians should practice.

The first beatitude is, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”{15} When we are poor in Spirit, we realize that we “can do no good
thing without divine assistance.”{16} We must seek God’s will, not our will, in
politics. We are not to be about our political vision, but about the business of
God’s kingdom. We must humble ourselves before God and make His priorities
our priorities.
The second beatitude is, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” When our political opponents face personal crises, we should not
celebrate. We do not honor God by hating our political opponents and finding joy
in their misfortunes. We should not celebrate the suffering of the liberals, or the
conservatives (whichever one you find more annoying). We should still act in love
and mourn with them when they suffer personal loss and misfortune. We should
pray for them. We should not cover up the failings or our political allies. We
should mourn their failures and encourage them to hold themselves to a higher
standard.
The third beatitude is, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” As
followers of Christ, we know that we depend on God for what we have. We should
not be proud of gaining and wielding political power. Followers of Christ inherit
the earth because they are meek (biblical meekness is strength under the control
of love), not because they wield political power.
The fourth beatitude is, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” We should not engage in corrupt
politics, or tolerate those who do. This means calling out corruption in both
parties. We cannot ignore political corruption because it is our guy, or we might
lose the next election. We must represent God with integrity.
The fifth beatitude is, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”
Jesus was not ruthless. God mercifully offers us forgiveness even though we do
not deserve it. How can we refuse to show the same mercy to our political rivals?

The sixth beatitude is, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” We
are representatives of God, his priests. We must be pure, no matter how much it
costs or inconveniences us. We serve God, not the world. We oppose tyranny
wherever we find it.
The seventh beatitude is, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
sons of God.” We should be known by our love, not by our feuds. We should
forgive and make peace with our political rivals as much as we can. We should not
hold grudges or try to punish our political opponents when we have the power to
do so.
The eighth beatitude is, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” We know that by holding to pure
standards and representing God well we will be persecuted. We will be called
Bible thumpers, Kool-Aid drinkers, backwards, deniers, and all kinds of other
things. When this happens, we take the persecution and look to God, who will
bring us into His kingdom.
The ninth beatitude is, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.” When others mock
us because we are loyal to Christ, we remain loyal to Christ.
As Christians we bear God’s image in every aspect of our lives. We must bear the
image of God well in politics as well. This means that we have to treat others as
we want them to treat us, pursue mercy, pursue truth, and pursue peace as best
we can. We have to do this because we are bearing God’s image. We are
representing Him in everything we do. May God grant us the courage and
integrity to represent Him well.
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The Glory of Grace
Sue Bohlin

Sue Bohlin explores God’s marvelous grace as the unending flow of His power,
presence and favor in our lives.
I bet you recognize “grace” as a theology word. Many of us are quick to say, “Oh
yeah, I know what that is. We’re saved by grace through faith.” Or we know of
churches with the word “grace” in their name. But many of us don’t have a real
handle on it. Often that’s because we haven’t seen it modeled in our families, our
churches, or our communities. We’re too focused on trying to prove ourselves
good enough, too busy trying to keep God from getting mad at us.
But this misunderstood blessing of grace is hugely important. It’s
one of the big things that sets Christianity apart from all other
religions! Any other world religion involves performance-based
works. Biblical Christianity says, “We’re messed-up broken people
before a holy God, and there’s nothing we can do to earn His
approval. But He loves us and delights in us despite the fact that we don’t deserve
it.” With all other religions, the emphasis is on “do.” Because of grace, in
Christianity the emphasis is on “done.”{1}
One of the most powerful elements of grace is simply acceptance. The book of
Romans assures us that we are accepted by both the Father (Romans 14:3) and
the Son (Romans 15:7). We can do nothing to earn Their acceptance; it’s a gift.
The Father says, “I accept you just the way you are, but I love you too much to

leave you that way. Come to Me: My arms and My heart are open to you because
of what My Son did in His incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. I
have always loved you, My precious child. I chose you before the foundation of the
world, to adopt you into My family.”{2} I love to think of God stamping our
foreheads with an invisible tattoo that says, “Accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians
1:6, KJV).
Pastor Mark Driscoll has an especially great definition of grace. Instead of the one
we’ve heard for years, “God’s undeserved favor,” Mark calls it “ill-deserved”
favor.{3} But my all-time favorite definition comes from John Ortberg: “Grace is
the offer of God’s ceaseless presence and irrational love that cannot be stopped.
It’s the flow of God’s power and presence and favor in your life from one moment
to the next that enables you to do whatever it is God has for you to do.”{4} I want
to focus on God’s power, presence, and favor, as well as giving some real-life
examples of what grace looks like.

Power
A little boy was playing in his sandbox one Saturday morning when he discovered
a large rock in the middle of it. The boy dug around the rock, managing to
dislodge it from the dirt. With a little bit of struggle, he pushed and nudged the
rock across the sandbox. But then he found that he couldn’t roll it up and over the
little wall. The boy shoved, pushed, and pried, but every time he thought he had
made some progress, the rock tipped and then fell back into the sandbox.
All this time the boy’s father watched from his window as the drama unfolded and
his son burst into tears of frustration.
As the tears fell, a large shadow fell across the boy and the sandbox. It was the
boy’s father. He asked, “Son, why didn’t you use all the strength that you had
available?”

The boy sobbed, “But I did, Daddy, I did! I used all the strength that I had!”
The father corrected kindly, “No, son, you didn’t use all the strength you had. You
didn’t ask me.” With that, the father reached down, picked up the rock and
removed it from the sandbox.
Experiencing God grace means depending on Him to provide the power for our
lives, whether it’s dislodging a big ol’ rock in our sandbox or simply making it
through the day.
I like to think of the power of God’s grace as electricity that is available twentyfour hours, seven days a week. God’s grace is always available to us at every
moment of our life, and because of His goodness and faithfulness, we never have
to fear a power shortage of God’s grace.
The key to experiencing the flow of God’s power is what Jesus called abiding,
choosing to remain in a state of trustful dependence on God. Jesus said in John
15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.”
I love to illustrate this by turning on a shop light that’s plugged into an electrical
outlet. When I press the switch, the light goes off, even though the power is still
flowing and available. We can shut off the expression of grace, the flow of God’s
power, by quenching the Spirit—by actively disobeying God, or by passively
ignoring Him. But His power can shine in our lives again as soon as we open
ourselves up to Him, asking for His help, intentionally depending on His power
and not our own. Grace is the flow of God’s power in our lives.

Presence
One morning, as I swam laps in the health club pool, I was meditating on these
three aspects of grace. I said, “Lord, what do You want me to know about Your

presence?” At that very second, I “just happened” to see a large sign on the wall
right in front of me: “WARNING: NO LIFEGUARD ON DUTY.” I literally laughed
out loud, realizing that this was code for “You’re on your own, buddy.” God’s
grace means we never have to fear that there’s no lifeguard on duty, that we’re
on our own, because He has promised to never leave us or forsake us
(Deuteronomy 31:6, Hebrews 13:5). The Lord Jesus’ last promise was, “I am with
you always” (Matthew 28:20).
My favorite illustration of grace as God’s presence is the building of the Golden
Gate Bridge in San Francisco. Dwight Edwards relates that during its initial
stages of construction, “Twenty-three workers fell to their deaths. Finally, halfway
through the project, a large net was put in place beneath the bridge. From then
on, only ten men actually fell—all caught by the net. Plus, the workers’
productivity was raised by twenty-five percent. Assured that their safety was no
longer in question, they pursued their work with far greater freedom and
effectiveness than before. This is exactly what God has done for us. Stretched
wide beneath us, extending from eternity past to eternity future, is God’s perfect
grace, assuring every believer that we can never fall from His favor. No matter
how badly we falter or fail, we can never plunge past the grace of God.”{5}
Think of grace as the hand of God ready to catch you when you fall. Because God
is good and He is sovereign, that means nothing can happen that He cannot
redeem. There is no such thing as an unrecoverable disaster. Even when we sin
deliberately and stupidly, we cannot jump beyond the bounds of His grace. Now,
His grace usually involves painful discipline, because God disciplines those He
loves (Hebrews 12:6), but we cannot out-sin God’s love and grace.
Recently, a friend of mine was anguishing, “Why did God allow me to wreck my
marriage and family? I wouldn’t let my children run out into the street and be hit
by a car, why did He let me go that far?” As I turned to the Lord for an answer,
He whispered, “I’m always protecting My children, but you don’t see the disasters
I avert.” Part of God’s grace is the safety of His protecting presence.

Favor
One important element of grace is favor. One dictionary defines favor as “an
attitude of approval or liking.”
Five-year-old Matt got up from his nap one day and said, “Guess what, mommy, I
just had a dream about Jesus!” The mommy asked, “Well, what did Jesus say to
you?” “Nothing.” “Well, what was Jesus doing?” “Nothing.” “Now Matthew, you
just said you had a dream about Jesus, he MUST have said or done something!”
Matt was quiet for a moment, and then with a wiggle and grin he looked up and
said shyly, “He just stood there and liked me.”
When somebody likes you, their eyes light up when they see you. Did you know
God’s whole face lights up when He looks at you? The Bible talks about His face
shining on us.{6} God doesn’t only love us, He likes us! Experiencing God’s grace
means He showers not only love but like on us, and His face reflects His heart of
favor toward us.
Every child needs to receive the “3 A’s” of favor from his daddy: attention,
affection, and approval. The Father poured out the 3 A’s on the Lord Jesus at His
baptism when He said, “You are My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”{7}
Those words are like gold, and we can receive them into our own hearts as well.
I love the way one daddy blogger expresses grace toward his daughter. He writes,
I love you. I love the way your hair rolls into ringlets and falls into your eyes. I
love the way you read yourself books, even though you can’t read. I love the
way you dance and twirl around the kitchen. I love the way you wave at cars
that pass on our walks. I love the way you scream “Dad” in the middle of the
night. I love the way you say “do it again” when we do something fun. I even
love the permanent marker custom design you put on my new Mac. But as
much as I love you, Jesus loves you more. I sacrifice a lot because I love you,
but Jesus sacrificed everything because he loves you. So if somewhere along

the way you fail a test or love a boy who does not love you back or have a
mastectomy or develop Alzheimer’s or gain some weight or lose a job, you will
still hold infinite value because Jesus loves you. No matter what. You are loved
exactly as you are. Always.{8}
Oh yeah. That’s the beauty of grace.

What Grace Looks Like
I want to share some examples of what grace looks like, both the way God
showers grace on us, and the way people share His grace with others.
God has poured grace on me in a huge way when traveling internationally.
Because of a schedule change, I found myself flying back to Dallas from Germany
just in time to speak at a weekend women’s retreat. I arrived home from the
airport with just enough time to repack my bags and pick up my speaking notes
and props. I then drove two hours to the retreat facility, arriving while the women
were still singing. I literally got out of the car with my notebook in hand, walked
in the door and up to the stage to start speaking. With the time difference, my
body felt like it was five o’clock in the morning and I’d been awake for twenty-two
hours. But God not only kept me alert, He filled me with His energy, and the
women couldn’t tell any difference.
When we’ve received God’s grace, we are able to turn around and give it to
others.
Grace means responding with patience when someone forgets they already told
you something, or that you told them something, and just going with the flow.
Grace means lifting off the burden of needless “shoulds” that weigh people down.
One grace-filled speaker invited people to respond in song at the end of her
message, saying, “If you’d like to sing, great! Join us! If you need a rest, feel free
to just listen.” She removed any pressure to perform. At our church, a couple of

pastors managed to deliver a message on giving and stewardship without even a
hint of shame, or condemnation, or pressure. That’s what grace looks like.
When my friend’s mother contracted Alzheimer’s, she told her daughter early in
the progression of the disease, “If I get to the point where I don’t recognize you,
don’t take it personally.” She was expressing grace in being more concerned
about her daughter’s hurt than her own loss of memory.
Another friend needed eye surgery to keep her from losing her sight. Her friend
Angela, who has been blind for a number of years, told our friend, “Don’t be
concerned about talking about your vision to me—I am so over that!” That’s what
grace looks like.
One of my favorite stories happened one night to my dear friend who was starting
to realize what monsters her abusive parents were. She had always patterned
herself after her mother, and suddenly realized she had even chosen the same
dishes as her mother’s when they got married. Suddenly she couldn’t abide the
thought of keeping them in the house a moment longer. She grabbed a plate out
of the cupboard and hurled it to the floor, smashing it to pieces. Her husband
heard the noise and came to see what was going on. When she explained the
connection between their dishes and her mother, her husband calmly said, “Have
at it. Tomorrow morning I’ll take you to get new dishes.” Not only did he clean up
the mess when she was done, but all those shards damaged their kitchen
floor—and he never once mentioned it. That’s grace.
Notes
1. See, for example, John 15:5; 19:30; Colossians 3:4; Ephesians 2:8-9.
2. Ephesians 1:4-5
3. marshill.com/media/religionsaves/grace
4. This quote came from a sermon preached at Pastor Ortberg’s church, Menlo
Park Presbyterian Church in Menlo Park, California, 2003. When I emailed him
asking for a specific citation, his answer was, “I have no idea, Sue.”

5. Dwight Edwards, Experiencing Christ Within Workbook: Passionately
Embracing God’s Provisions for Supernatural Living (Colorado Springs:
Waterbrook Press, 2002), p. 105.
6. Numbers 6:25
7. Matthew 3:17
8. jeffdlawrence.com/2011/12/23/some-thoughts-on-how-to-talk-to-little-girls/
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Probe Live: Truth Decay
Sue Bohlin

Join us for the next Probe Live event

Thursday, December 1, 2022
7:00 p.m.

The Hope Center, Plano TX
We encounter postmodern thinking when we share the gospel and then hear,
“That’s your truth, but it’s not my truth.” Moral relativism surfaces when someone
says, “That may be your morality, but it’s not my morality,” or “Who are you to
say abortion or homosexuality is wrong?” And progressive Christians deny
absolute moral truth and therefore question the fundamental doctrines of the
Christian faith.
Probe Ministries President Kerby Anderson will provide an overview of these
faulty ways of thinking and answer questions from the audience.
We will record this message but not live stream it.

“How Is It Moral To Own People as
Property?”
Sue Bohlin

How is it moral to own people as property and pass them along to your
heirs, Leviticus 25:44-46?
We wouldn’t say it’s moral, but it IS part of life in a fallen world deeply impacted

by sin.
The Bible never condones slavery, but God does regulate it to protect people
where slavery was part of an economic system.
Much of slavery in the ancient world was different from the heinous, inhuman,
and degrading slavery of the past several hundred years (and unfortunately,
continuing into today). People would choose to sell themselves into slavery as a
way of managing debt and insufficient income to provide for themselves and their
families.
Slavery has been and is part of a fallen world, but ultimately, when Jesus Christ
sets everything right in the new heavens and the new earth, there will be no
slavery. God does have a plan and a timeline for abolishing slavery altogether and
forever.
Here’s
some
helpful
insight
subject: www.gotquestions.org/Bible-slavery.html
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Blessing you,
Sue Bohlin
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Helping

Teens

Understand

Homosexuality – Facts to Help
Youth Withstand the Current
Culture
Sue Bohlin

Sue Bohlin provides practical ways to communicate with teens about common
misunderstandings and the truth concerning homosexuality. Recognizing that
teens deal with peer pressure to experiment and feelings of same sex attraction,
she provides real ways to help teens make their way through this maze of
contradiction and confusion.
In this article we look at ways to communicate the truth about
homosexuality to teens. We examine the lies they are told and the
sexual pressure they are under. We also look at ways to help kids
process their gender confusion, as well as address helpful ways to
encourage teens who already identify themselves as gay or lesbian.
And finally, we provide perspective on how to treat those who struggle with samesex attraction in a compassionate and godly way. By looking at this topic, from a
Christian, biblical worldview perspective, we can communicate the depth of God’s
love and His desire for us to experience the best life possible.

The Lies They Hear
In many schools and in the rest of the culture today, only one perspective is
allowed to be heard. Consider four lies that are very familiar to teens today:
First, “Homosexuality is normal and healthy.” It’s neither. The fact that it simply
occurs (in about 2% of the population) doesn’t make it normal. When we look at
the way males and females were designed to complement each other both
emotionally and sexually, that tells us something about the nature of
homosexuality, that something has gone wrong somewhere. This is not judging
the people who experience same-sex attraction; it’s like a red light on the
dashboard of a car, denoting that something needs attention.
Acting physically on same-sex attractions is certainly not healthy. Those who do
are at far greater risk for sexually transmitted diseases, including AIDS;
alcoholism and drug abuse; depression; emotionally exhausting relationships; and
a shortened lifespan.{1} Please see the “Facts About Youth” website from the
American College of Pediatricians, especially this article: Health Risks of the
Homosexual Lifestyle.
Lie #2: “If you’re attracted to someone of the same sex, that means you’re gay or
lesbian.” Not so. It really means that there are unmet, God-given needs for love
and attention that were supposed to be met earlier in life. Having crushes on
other people, of both sexes, is also a normal part of adolescent development. It
means teens are transitioning emotionally from child to adult.
The third lie is, “Since you were born that way, you can’t change.” First, there is
no scientific evidence that anyone is born gay. It’s a myth that has been repeated
so often that people believe it. Second, thousands of people who were once gay
have experienced significant changes in their attractions and behavior.{2}
Change is possible.
The fourth lie is, “Embrace and celebrate your gay identity, because gay life is

cool.” Those in ministry to those dealing with unwanted homosexuality have heard
many heartbreaking stories of the truth: a dark side of intense and difficult
relationships, relational patterns of disillusionment and breakups, physical and
emotional unhealthiness.
Countless people have said they wished they never entered the gay community in
the first place, but it’s hard to leave.

Teens and Sexual Pressure
Adolescents are under an extraordinary amount of sexual pressure. They live in a
sex-saturated culture, and the messages they receive from the media and,
unfortunately, in school, clearly communicate an expectation that sex is just part
of having a social life. Rarely do they hear about the heart-wrenching
consequences of being sexually active, both physically and emotionally. The
agenda pushing sexual freedom is also engaged in trying to normalize
homosexuality as well.
Teens are pushed to decide early if they are gay, straight, or bisexual, as young as
elementary school. But kids in their early teens, much less even younger than
that, are no more equipped to “decide” their sexual orientation than they are to
choose a college major and career track. A landmark study done by the University
of Minnesota determined that at age twelve, one fourth of the students were
unsure of their sexual orientation. Their bodies were just beginning to experience
the changes that would turn them from children into adults, and they were being
asked if they were gay, straight, or bisexual. No wonder so many were confused!
But by age seventeen, that number of kids unsure of their sexual orientation had
dropped to 5%.{3}
And psychiatrist Dr. Jeffrey Satinover says, “[W]ithout any intervention
whatsoever, three out of four boys who think they’re gay at age 16 aren’t by 25.
So if we’re going to treat homosexuality as a state, 75% of ‘gays’ become ‘non-

gay’ spontaneously. That’s a statement which I consider ludicrous, but if you
accept this tacit proposition—that being gay is an actual state, like being short or
being tall, black or white—then in three out of four people that condition changes
itself spontaneously. . . That’s with no outside intervention, just the natural
processes of development.”{4}
We need to tell teens, “It’s too soon to ‘declare a major’ in your sexuality.”
Teens are also pressured to experiment with both sexes as the only way they can
know their sexual orientation. It’s presented as nonchalantly as our cruise ship
table partner suggesting we try escargot—”Hey, how can you know if you like it
unless you try it out?”
Teenage sexual behavior can have lifelong consequences, but they are not in a
position to recognize that. Their brains don’t finish developing until age twentyfive, and they tend to make decisions out of the region of the brain that controls
emotion. So they are easily swayed to make dangerous and irresponsible choices,
like engaging in any kind of sexual behavior.
Teens need to be encouraged to face the sexual pressures and stand against
them.

Gender Insecurity
At a conference I attended, author and ministry leader Andy Comiskey{5} shared
a painful experience in junior high where one day, out of the blue, the whole
school was abuzz with the rumor that Andy was gay. There was even graffiti about
it on the wall. He struggled with his sexual identity, but he had never acted out.
He walked into a classroom on an errand and on his way out, two boys called
“Faggot!” He was crushed and humiliated. Later on, he made it into a selffulfilling prophecy and immersed himself in the gay lifestyle.
I went up to him and asked, “If you could rewrite the script of that incident,

knowing what you do today, what would it look like?” He said, “Oh, I wish there
had been some sensitive adults, especially in the church, to talk freely with me
and other kids about ‘gender insecurity.’ They wouldn’t even have to talk about
homosexuality or use the word—many kids can relate to the idea of ‘gender
insecurity.’ It would have been so freeing for me to have someone acknowledge
that it’s a real thing, but it didn’t mean I was gay. I wish there were people who
could have spoken truth into my life at that point.”
One kind of truth that kids should hear is that around age ten, attraction for the
same sex begins. This attraction is emotional, non-sexual, and involuntary. It
doesn’t mean teens are gay or lesbian; it means they are transitioning through
normal adolescent development. We have to learn to attach to people of our same
sex before we can learn to attach to people of the opposite sex. But most teens
don’t know this.
Some kids don’t feel secure in their masculinity or femininity for a variety of
reasons, usually having to do with not being affirmed by parents and peers. God
gives each of us needs for attention, approval and affection. When those needs
are not met, the onset of hormones can sexualize this “hole in the heart.” Some
teens can find themselves longing for the attention, approval and affection of
people of their same gender. When others put on them the false and hurtful labels
of “homo,” “fag,” or “lez,” they can easily find themselves believing the lies.
When teens are not secure in their gender, they don’t need to be pointed to gay
groups at school. They need to be affirmed and encouraged to develop their
innate, God-given masculinity or femininity, to see their gender as good. They
need to have other kids reach out to make them feel “one of the guys” or “one of
the girls.” They need time to finish growing up.

Teens Who Identify as Gay or Lesbian
Growing numbers of teens are self-identifying as gay or lesbian. In many circles,

being gay—or claiming to be gay—is now considered cool, especially among girls.
Teenagers experiment with same-sex relationships for a variety of reasons. Some
experience normal crushes on same-sex peers and think this means they are
gay—or their friends inform them that’s what it means. What it really means is
that they are learning to form deep and intense attachments which is a necessary
precursor to maintaining long-term adult relationships like marriage.
Others experiment with same-sex relationships out of a legitimate need to belong.
Some kids are simply curious; they just want to try it out like a new shade of
lipstick.
Some teens experiment with same-sex relationships because others have labeled
them gay or lesbian, and they wonder, “Am I? Do they know something I don’t
know? Maybe I am and I need to go in that direction.” This is one reason it’s so
important to impress on all kids the absolute unacceptability of name-calling and
other cruelties. It’s not only bullying behavior, it can have terrible emotional
consequences.
Some adolescents pursue same-sex relationships because they are anxious about
growing into adolescence and the responsibilities of adulthood. So they hide
behind immature and emotionally volatile same-sex feelings and behaviors.
Often, what teens are attracted to in same-sex peers are the characteristics they
wish they had in themselves: popularity, good looks, a winsome personality, a
strong physique. This kind of jealousy doesn’t mean they are gay or lesbian; it
means there is an area they need to build confidence in!
Most girls who get involved in same-sex relationships start out in friendships that
grow increasingly controlling and needy. In these emotionally dependent
relationships, girls can get so enmeshed with each other that their relationship
turns physical.

Many people who later identify as gay or lesbian report feeling different from
others, feeling like they don’t fit in or belong. Girls can feel like they don’t belong
to the world of girls, and guys almost always feel like they can’t measure up in the
world of males. This is gender insecurity, not homosexuality, but teens usually
don’t hear this message. They need to.
Labels such as “gay” and “lesbian” and “homo” and “dyke” are incredibly hurtful,
and it is easy for those who are slapped with those labels to believe them. But God
doesn’t call anyone homosexual or lesbian; those labels are man’s invention, not
biblical truth. It’s essential for teens to know who they are in God’s
sight—beloved, precious, and stamped with the imprint of His acceptance and
delight.

When Teens Struggle with Same-Sex Attraction
If you know teens who are struggling with feelings of same-sex attraction, or who
seem to be experiencing gender insecurity, let me make some suggestions on how
to minister to them.
First, don’t address the issue of homosexuality head-on. Same-sex strugglers are
always wrestling with feelings of inferiority, rejection, shame and fear, so it’s
extremely uncomfortable for anyone to bring up the subject. The heart of the
issue for kids who find themselves attracted to others of the same sex are these
dark and negative feelings. It’s much better to ask indirect questions that
encourage them to talk about the underlying feelings of disconnection with a
parent, or the ridicule of their peers, or depression and sadness.
Second, don’t use any labels. Teens who struggle with their gender identity
already have a huge struggle with feeling that the rest of the world has put an
unwelcome label on them. The false, man-made labels of “gay” and “lesbian” are
hurtful, false, and restricting.
Consider what it would be like if we created a label such as “angro” for people

who are easily ticked off and walk around in a continual low-level state of
hostility. What if people went around saying, “I’m an angry person. That’s just the
way I am—that’s WHO I am. I’m an angro.” They might believe they were born
angry, that they have an “angro gene.” Not only is the label of “angro” false and
misleading, but it can lead people to believe the lie that it is a permanent state or
condition rather than a description of one’s current feelings.
That’s what happened with the relatively recent labels of “gay” and “lesbian.”
They can become like jail cells, making people feel hopelessly trapped in a state
or condition. It’s much better to help teens deal with the fact that they are
experiencing some attractions to their same gender, and those feelings are like
the red light on the dashboard of a car. They mean there’s something going on
inside that needs some attention. And that’s literally true: God creates all of us
with the need for attention, affection and approval, and those are the things
adolescents are craving when they have feelings for people of the same sex. The
needs are legitimate; we need to help them be met in healthy ways. This is where
the church and other Christian youth organizations can make all the difference in
the world.
Third, communicate to kids who struggle that God did not make them gay. God
doesn’t make anyone gay, and there is no scientific evidence that there is a
biological basis for homosexual feelings or behavior. Even if they feel that they
were born gay, this is the result of being told a fairy tale. Were American kids
born English speakers? That’s all they ever knew, right? No, they weren’t born
English speakers, they were born language speakers. Which language they speak
is a matter of the shaping influences of their upbringing. Kids who experience
same-sex attraction were born to be relational creatures, but how those
relationships shape their souls is a function of their temperaments, their home
life, and how they relate to other kids.
Fourth, give them a safe place to process their feelings without being shamed or
condemned. For many teens, this unfortunately rules out their home, school, or

church. I’m sure it grieves God’s heart that for many people, church is the most
unsafe place on the planet for those who struggle with various life-controlling sins
and urges. But there is a great free, online support group for struggling youth,
moderated by an experienced and understanding youth pastor, at
www.livehope.org. Kids can safely talk to others like themselves and learn how
intimacy with Jesus Christ brings healing and change to broken and wounded
hearts.
Fifth, many students who experience same sex attraction often feel fake if they
don’t choose to identify with or act on their feelings. They have believed the lie
that gay or lesbian is what they are. They want to be real. But getting real is
becoming who God created them to be, despite their feelings of what whose
around them might say.{6} Finding out who God says they are is the true path to
being real and not fake.

The Call to Understanding and Compassion
Many teens feel, “I just don’t get this whole gay/lesbian thing.” That’s perfectly
understandable. Only 2-3% of the population deals with same gender attraction.
The fact that it’s such a huge issue in our culture is completely out of proportion
to the actual number of people experiencing it.
Kids need to know a few things about those who do struggle with same-sex
attractions and feelings. First, they didn’t choose it. It’s something people
discover, not something they decide on. And almost every single person who
discovers they have strong feelings and fantasies about the same sex is horrified
and terrified by this discovery. It’s a very painful part of their life, so it’s
important for others to be respectful and kind.
Second, having crushes and strong feelings for friends and teachers of the same
sex is a normal part of adolescent development. It doesn’t mean a teen is gay or
lesbian. When other kids assure them that it does, it is slapping a false and hurtful

label on them that they may find almost impossible to take off. If someone walked
up to you and put a “Hi, My Name Is” nametag on you that had someone else’s
name on it, you probably wouldn’t have any trouble taking it off and saying,
“There’s a mistake here—that’s not who I am.” But when kids do the same thing
with the “nametag” of “gay” or “lesbian,” they usually put it on kids who don’t
have the security and self-confidence to realize that’s not who they are, and they
can go through the rest of their lives believing a lie.
Third, be compassionate. People don’t know who around them is struggling,
either with their own same-sex desires and attractions, or the painful burden of
knowing a family member or loved one has them. They only have to show
contempt once for those who experience same-sex feelings to show that they’re
not a safe person.
Fourth, be respectful. That means cutting phrases like “Oh, that’s so gay” out of
their vocabulary. It means not throwing around words like “homo” or “fag” or
“queer.” Every gay joke or insult is like sticking a dagger in the heart of those
who carry a painful secret.
The bottom line for helping teens understand homosexuality is to call them to see
God’s design as good, and show grace and compassion to those who don’t see it.
Be “Jesus with skin on” in both His holiness and His kindness.
Notes
1. Peter Freiberg, “Study: Alcohol Use More Prevalent for Lesbians,” The
Washington Blade, January 12, 2001, p. 21. Karen Paige Erickson, Karen F.
Trocki, “Sex, Alcohol and Sexually Transmitted Diseases: A National Survey,”
Family Planning Perspectives 26 (December 1994): 261. Robert S. Hogg et al.,
“Modeling the Impact of HIV Disease on Mortality in Gay and Bisexual Men,”
International Journal of Epidemiology 26 (1997): 657. Also note this article by Dr.
John R. Diggs, Jr.: The Health Risks of Gay Sex (catholiceducation.org).
2. Read a few of the testimonies at the Living Hope Ministries website,

www.livehope.org.
3. www.freetobeme.com/yw_minn.htm
4. Homosexuality and Teens: An Interview with Dr. Jeffrey Satinover,
Massachusetts Family Institute.
www.mafamily.org/Marriage%20Hearing%202003/satinover2.htm
5. Founder and Director of Desert Stream Ministries, author of Pursuing Sexual
Wholeness and Strength in Weakness.
6. www.becomingreal.org
© 2005 Probe Ministries, updated 2022
See also: answers to many questions in “Probe Answers Our E-Mail:
Homosexuality”

“I’m Looking for a Way
Deprogram Homosexuality”

to

Sue Bohlin

I’m a licensed counselor looking for ways to de-program homosexuality.
I’m afraid we don’t know any formulaic means for de-programming

homosexuality. And neither Probe nor Living Hope Ministries (a ministry that
helps people with unwanted homosexuality) does “conversion therapy.” In my 20+
years with LHM, the only method I have seen that makes a difference is the timehonored process of Christian discipleship, where we point people to Jesus and
walk with them in submitting to Him and His word, cooperating with the Holy
Spirit in facing the wounds and hurts of the past and grieving them, forgiving
those who hurt us, and obeying God’s commands because they are given to
protect and bless us. The fruit of this process is transformation from the inside
out (Romans 12:2), because Jesus doesn’t make things better, He makes things
new.
What I have personally witnessed over and over is that God helps the person
reframe their understanding of their lives, especially the hurts of the past (and
there is always pain in the past) and their sinful responses to those hurts. This is
true of any believer, not just those dealing with homosexuality. As the person
invites Jesus to be Lord over more and more internal real estate, He brings
change and understanding. For example, I keep seeing that men reframe their
craving to connect with other men sexually as their heart’s cry for healthy
attention, affirmation and affection from other men, either (or both) a father
figure, or a best-friend kind of relationship. In women, I see that women reframe
their craving to intensely connect with another woman, as their heart’s cry for
those same 3 As from a mother or a best friend. When those legitimate needs are
met in healthy relationships with other believers, the craving subsides. One of my
closest friends, who spent 25 years as a lesbian activist before becoming a Christ
follower, says that what used to be screaming in front of her face (her same sex
attraction), is now white noise in the background of her life. It’s not totally gone,
and she can feed it when she’s stressed which means additional temptations, but
its control over her life has been replaced by intimacy with Jesus and with healthy
relationships with women.
I don’t know how this happens outside of the grace and power of God in a
believer’s life and in the context of community, because we need each other.

I’m glad you asked. And by the way, I see from your email address that you utilize
EMDR in your therapy. God bless you for that! I am the beneficiary of its
effectiveness as I have seen my husband healed of childhood traumas through
EMDR. A number of the people at Living Hope—and friends fro church as
well—have found EMDR helpful in their counseling, which makes sense because
trauma is part of so many people’s stories who now deal with same-sex
attraction.
Blessing you today,
Sue
Posted Sept. 2022
© 2022 Probe Ministries

“How Could Jesus Take Our Sins
on Himself If God Cannot Tolerate
Sin?”
Sue Bohlin

How was it that Jesus, considering He is fully God, and God is not able to

have sin anywhere near Him, can take all of our sins on Himself? Having
trouble wrapping my mind around this. I fully believe what Jesus did,
however, this is a bit confusing for me.
Great question.
You are operating with a misunderstanding common to a LOT of people, that “God
is not able to have sin anywhere near Him.” That’s not true. First, consider Job 1,
where the Holy Spirit pulls back the curtain on heaven and we see Satan striding
confidently into heaven’s throne room. God allowed the most evil of creatures
access to Himself. Second, consider the incarnation, where the Son wrapped
Himself in human flesh and entered the sin-filled world where he was literally
surrounded by nothing but sinful people His entire earthly existence.
I think it’s helpful to look at Habakkuk 1:13, where the prophet writes, “Your eyes
are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.” This is Habakkuk’s
perspective on God, but it is not teaching doctrine. We know from Job 1 that while
He is pure, it does not prevent Him from looking on evil. We also know that God is
so longsuffering, He does tolerate wrongdoing. He just won’t tolerate it forever.
Does this help remove the obstacle to acknowledging that the Holy One can take
all our sin into and onto Himself while on the cross? Even without fully
understanding what a deep mystery it is?
Blessing you,
Sue Bohlin
Thanks so much for getting back to me and yes that helped and yes it is
very deep and mind boggling. And what is it that they say? To completely
understand something like that we would then have the mind of God,
right?
Posted Sept. 2022
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“Can God Create a Rock Too Big
for Him to Lift?”
Sue Bohlin

I am a young adult who is just beginning to really dig deep into
Christianity and what it truly is, and I was presented a statement from one
of my past teachers that has haunted me ever since.
We were having a civil conversation about religion and other such topics until I
revealed that I believed in God and Christianity. This was immediately (and
somewhat sharply) met with a stymieing paradox that goes like this: If God is to
be an all-powerful and omnipotent being, then clearly He must be able to do
absolutely anything, such as create a rock that cannot be lifted by anyone in all of
existence and so forth. But, if God can create an “un-liftable” rock, then that
would technically rule out God Himself being able to lift that rock. Therefore,
there is something God cannot do, and as a result He is not truly omnipotent.
Now of course I could not answer that question (as I am, as most young teens are,
uneducated on answering mystifying questions such as those) and was left to a
feeling of defeat and eventually that sinking feeling of having everything you

believed in being disproved in one, simple statement.
Can you answer this question to calm those little poking words?
This question has been posed by many people attempting to stymie believers, and
there are some really good answers. The bottom line is that God cannot do what is
inherently impossible because it’s illogical and irrational, such as make a square
circle, or lie and deceive us because He is perfect and He is truth. The problem is
not power. The problem is a category error.
I love how Dr. Sean McDowell answered this question: youtu.be/iH4j_jikWXs
You may also enjoy how GotQuestions.org answered this question:
www.gotquestions.org/God-rock-heavy-lift.html
Hope you find this helpful.
Sue Bohlin
Posted Sept. 2022
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“How Would You Respond When
Someone Prefers to be Called by
Their Opposite Gender?”
Sue Bohlin

Sue, my friend texted me this:
“How would you respond (or how have you responded) when someone
prefers to be called by their opposite gender? I had a man correct my
daughter (she’s only two, almost three) today because she referred to him
as ‘he.’ I told him out of deep love for him I could not in good conscience
refer to him as ‘her’ but how do I explain that to an almost three-yearold?”
I answered, “Oh wow. That hasn’t happened to me yet. My big kids know
and we said that sin clouds their judgment and how they see/feel so they
think they will be happier living life as a different gender, but then we
remind them that God doesn’t make mistakes and He chooses gender. He
made us in His image (like Him) and His design is perfect . . . people mess
it up, not Him.”
I tried, but would love to learn from your response also!
Sweet friend, LOVE your answer!! I would explain that sometimes people are
confused in their thinking. God made that man a boy and so that is what we call
him.
How do you lovingly respond to the gender confused person?
It depends on how the conversation goes, but I would remain warm and cordial
while not backing down by embracing a delusion.
Think “The Emperor’s New Clothes.” Just because everyone appears to be

celebrating something that doesn’t make sense, doesn’t make it true. And just as
the crowd shushed the little boy who piped up with what everyone could plainly
see—the emperor didn’t have any clothes on at all—people are being shushed and
canceled when they speak up about the transgender delusion.
One of the reasons the transgender folly continues is people going along with the
game of pretend. (And when I say “transgender folly,” I am referring to the
ideology, not the people caught up in it who need compassion, not judgment. I
believe they are objects of spiritual warfare, being attacked by the enemy of our
souls through an insidious lie. Just like in Genesis 3.)
When the man crossed the line to correct a stranger’s little girl, he escalated from
confused soul to transgender activist. And activists want the whole world to agree
with a delusion. A lie. And we need to push back.
If it were me, I would suggest saying to my child, with a kind voice, “This man is
playing a game of pretend, but we’re not playing that game.” This of course would
infuriate the man, but he is deliberately pushing an agenda of unreality on the
world in general and my child in particular, and that’s not okay. It’s my
responsibility to teach and defend truth to my children, and here’s a guy lying to
my child and instructing her to participate in that lie.
It’s one thing to present oneself as the other sex, and quite another to cross the
line into “incorrecting” a child who could see for herself that he was male! I
would let my Mama Bear come out—with gentleness and respect, as 1 Peter 3:15
says—but firmly stating the truth in the face of an egregious lie.
Blessing you,
Sue Bohlin
Posted Sep. 2022
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