
“Why  Can’t  We  Talk  to  Our
Loved Ones Who Have Passed?”
Why can’t we talk to our loved one who has passed? I am having
a very hard time with death and the feeling that it is cruel
that we can’t know our loved one is ok. My years of church
taught me to know of God’s love for us which gives us eternal
life, but the cruelty of not knowing how our loved one is or
their terrible suffering seems so unlike the personality I
have had of God.

Dear ______,

I am so sorry for your heartache at missing your loved one. I
truly understand; it’s only been a few months since we lost
our son and we miss him very much.

I think God uses the heartache of losing communication with
our loved ones to remind us that death and separation was not
part  of  His  original  good  creation,  so  we  gain  a  fuller
understanding of the impact of sin on our world—and why it
required  something  as  huge  as  the  death  of  God’s  Son  to
rectify. I also believe God redeems the pain of grief so we
can learn how to turn to Him as “the God of all comfort” (2
Corinthians 1:3). If we were able to communicate with our
loved ones, it would be so easy to bypass God altogether and
just seek to connect with our friends and family—just as we so
often do with those with us on earth.

We are so limited by our earthly existence, we can’t begin to
imagine the intense joy and glory of our believing loved ones’
life in heaven. And if you could see your unbelieving loved
one in the torment of hell, would that bring you any peace, or
would it rip you apart inside? I think that “not knowing” is
the grace of God for us still here on earth.

It’s  interesting  and  poignant  that  you  used  the  world
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“cruelty.” And it’s easy to think that it’s God who is being
cruel. But the true source of cruelty in our enemy, Satan,
whose agenda is to “steal, kill and destroy” (John 10:10). It
was his idea to inflict immeasurable pain on us as God’s
image-bearers by bringing sin into the Garden of Eden.

We do know in Deuteronomy 18 that God forbids us try to
contact the dead. He even calls it an abomination. All of
God’s prohibitions are given to us for our protection and
blessing, so like with so many other things, there must be
something about God’s “no” in this issue that is meant for our
good.

The Got Questions website has a couple of articles you may
find helpful as well:
If we talk to loved ones who have died, do they hear us?
Can I ask God to deliver a message to a loved one who has
died?

______, I send this with a prayer for the God of all comfort
to give you His comfort as you trust Him in His goodness. And
in Paul’s words in 2 Thessalonians 3:16, “Now may the Lord of
peace Himself give you peace at all times and in every way.”

Warmly,
Sue Bohlin

Posted Jan. 2025
© 2025 Probe Ministries

When Gratitude and Grief Hold
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Hands
Sue Bohlin has discovered that the ongoing habit of giving
thanks for God’s many goodnesses has mitigated her grief in
her son’s death.

It’s been five months since our son took his life and we were
thrown into a sea of grief. I can tell people are still
praying  for  us  because  God’s  deep  and  beautiful  grace  is
holding us up.

The day after Curt died, I was struck with the thought that a
gigantic wall of awful grief was going to hit me. Hard. I knew
that  wall.  It  slammed  into  me  the  first  time  when  our
firstborn  baby  Becky  died  on  her  eighth  day  of  life.  It
slammed into me again almost two years ago when a third of my
tongue  was  cut  out  because  of  cancer.  So  I  know  how  to
recognize the unbidden, overwhelming feelings of loss and deep
sadness.

But a second and comforting thought chased down the chilling
first thought: The Lord carried me through those times of
great grief in the past, and He will carry me again. I don’t
need to fear the grief monster because my God is bigger than
the grief monster. Thank You, Lord, thank You.

That immediate prayer of thankfulness arose out of a 50-year-
long habit that God impressed on me as a college student as I
struggled to reconcile why a good God would let polio cripple
me. I learned probably the biggest lesson of my life: that He
wants  us  to  give  thanks  not  only  IN  all  things  (1
Thessalonians 5:18), but FOR all things (Ephesians 5:20). For
a deeper dive, I invite you to read my blog post “Giving
Thanks for EVERYTHING?”

I couldn’t possibly know back in those early days of my walk
with Christ how the habit of giving thanks as a way of life
would shape how I could handle the unthinkable loss of a
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second child decades later.

Giving thanks as a daily habit began as a step of obedience,
but then it grew to become an intrinsic part of my everyday
life—to  the  point  that  I  shoot  up  many  more  “thank  You”
prayers than “please” prayers. And that has never been so true
as it has been these past five months.

ALL of my “please” prayers for Curt, as he struggled for years
with a deep, dark suicidal depression I could not begin to
imagine, have been turned into “thank You” prayers. Every day
I tell the Lord how grateful I am that my son is experiencing
a level of joy he couldn’t have imagined any more than I can
imagine the pain of his mental illness. I thank Him for the
massive sense of relief that is Curt’s daily life in heaven. I
thank Him that his hearing loss has been replaced with perfect
hearing. I thank Him that Curt’s love of music, which was
devastating because of that hearing loss, has been ratcheted
up to enjoy new kinds of beautiful music (so I read in stories
of those who have been allowed a glimpse of heaven). I thank
Him that my son’s deep suffering is only a memory for him now,
and he has all eternity to look forward to whatever God will
allow him to do. I thank Him that Curt can look forward with
clear eyes and unskewed thinking, to the next stages of his
new life on the other side.

Every day I thank the Lord that I know know know where my son
is, and that he is more alive today than he ever was on earth.
I thank Him for the beloved family and friends who graduated
to  heaven  before  Curt,  with  whom  he  is  enjoying  restored
fellowship and laughter and hugs. I thank the Lord for how
real heaven is to me.

And because He has taught me how to turn hard truths into a
“thank You,” I know what to do with the pangs of loss that
inevitably strike me every day. When I see Curt’s handwriting
on my recipes from the tweaking we did together when cooking,
a fresh wave of missing him washes over me . . . and I’m able



to say, “Thank You for all the help he gave me in the kitchen
over these past 17 years of his living here.” When Ray and I
wince at needing to find caregivers for our dog Lincoln when
we go out of town—something we never needed to do because Curt
never went anywhere—I’m able to say, “Thank You that he was
our built-in dogsitter for all those years.”

When I see his computer components gathering dust in a corner,
or when we need computer help, I’m able to chase the pangs of
missing him with, “Thank You for the gift of having an IT
genius in our home all those years.”

It might be easy to scoff and think, “You’re just sugar-
coating this horrible loss of your beloved son. Get a grip and
face your grief squarely instead of trying to paint it with
rosy colors.”

But I am not a stranger to grief. I’ve endured a number of
very  big,  very  painful  losses.  I  seek  to  be  honest  and
authentic in this hard place we are in, but my reality is that
gratitude softens the blow of grief. The Lord demonstrates His
goodness to me in so many ways every day, I can’t help but see
them because I’ve grown more sensitive to recognize what I
call His “hugs and kisses.” Those hugs and kisses are one way
He comforts me in this hard time.

Because gratitude and grief CAN hold hands.

 

This blog post originally appeared at blogs.bible.org/when-
gratitude-and-grief-hold-hands/ on December 17, 2024.
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Laredo Apologetics Conference
Videos

Videos from our Apologetics Conference in
Laredo, Texas are now online here.
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“What Does It Mean to Be Made
in the Image of God?”
How would you explain what it means to be made in the image of
God to a brand new Christian or someone who hasn’t made that
decision?

Great question! I think the bottom line is that God made us
like Himself so that other parts of creation can see what He
is like by looking at us and how we act. Since God is not
physical, it’s not a resemblance in our bodies, but is the
immaterial, inside parts of us. Kind of like how family values
and habits can be seen among family members. We are all made
in the image of God, but sometimes people lie about what God
is like when they act in ways that are NOT the image of God,
such as cruelty or not being kind and loving.

Let me give you three different aspects of what I found.

Got Questions has a couple of good answers:

What does it mean that humanity is made in the image of God?
www.gotquestions.org/image-of-God.html

What does it mean when God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image” (Genesis 1:26)?
www.gotquestions.org/let-Us-make-man-in-Our-image.html

And to my surprise, I really liked the answer I got from Meta
AI with the prompt, “Explain to a child what it means to be
made in the image of God”:

What a wonderful topic!

So, you know how sometimes you might draw a picture of your
family or friends? You try to make the drawing look like
them, with their same smile, eyes, and hair. It’s like a
special copy of them.
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Well, when the Bible says we’re made in the image of God, it
means that God created us to be like Him. Not exactly like
Him, because He’s God and we’re humans, but we have some
special qualities that are similar to His.

Here are a few things that make us like God:

We can love: Just like God loves us, we can love our family,
friends,  and  even  people  we  don’t  know.  We  can  show
kindness,  care,  and  compassion  to  others.

We can think and create: God is super creative and wise. He
made the whole universe! We can also think, imagine, and
create things like art, music, and stories.

We have a conscience: God knows right from wrong, and He
wants us to know the difference too. We have a special voice
inside that helps us choose good over bad.

We can talk and communicate: God speaks to us through the
Bible and in our hearts. We can talk to Him through prayer,
and we can communicate with each other using words.

We are special and valuable: God thinks we’re so valuable
that He sent His own Son, Jesus, to save us. We’re like
precious jewels to Him!

Being  made  in  God’s  image  doesn’t  mean  we’re  perfect,
though. We still make mistakes and do things we shouldn’t.
But it means we have the potential to be like God in many
amazing ways.

So,  remember:  you’re  a  special  creation,  made  to  love,
think, create, and shine like God!

Hope you find this helpful.

Sue

Posted Oct. 2024
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The  Pope  Got  It  Wrong.
Breathtakingly Wrong.
Sue Bohlin reacts to Pope Francis’s recent statement that all
religions are roads to God, providing a biblical answer to
this false teaching.

Recently (9/13/2024) Pope Francis told a Singapore audience of
youth from different faiths that all religions are equal, all
different paths to God.

Through an interpreter, he said,

“If we start to fight among yourselves and say my religion is
more important than yours, my religion is true and yours is
not, where would that lead us. It is okay to discuss, because
every  religion  is  a  way  to  arrive  at  God.  Analogously
speaking, religion is like different languages to arrive at
God. But God is God for all. And if God is God for all, we
are all sons and daughters of God. ‘But my God is more
important than your God.’ Is that true? There is only one
God, and each of us is a language, so to speak, to arrive at

God. Muslim, Hindu, they are different paths. Understood?”[1]

 
As the spiritual leader of the Catholic Church’s 1.3 billion
adherents, the pope is responsible for speaking truth to his
flock. Not only is this statement heretical, it is a slap in
the face of the Lord Jesus Christ—Whom the pope presumably
worships and serves. If all religions lead to God, why did
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Jesus leave heaven to become a human being? Why did He submit
Himself  to  the  excruciating  suffering  of  His  passion  and
crucifixion? Why did the sinless, perfect God-man die? What’s
the point of His resurrection?

No. Different religious paths do not all lead to God. The pope
is wrong wrong wrong. Those who believe what he’s saying,
trusting in their false religions, will remain enemies of God;
their sin will forever separate them from God. This breaks my
heart. Even as I type this, I pray for God to open the eyes of
those embracing this Satanic lie so that they will turn in
faith to the one true God.

Those who believe the “all religions lead to God” deception
often invoke the story of the six blind Hindus who encountered
an elephant. One felt its side and said, “An elephant is a
wall.” Another felt its leg and said, “An elephant is a tree
trunk.” A third felt its tusk and said, “An elephant is a
spear.” The fourth felt its trunk and said, “An elephant is a
hose.” The fifth felt its tail and said, “An elephant is a
rope.” The last one felt its ear and said, “An elephant is a
fan.”

The point of this allegorical story is that each person’s
encounter  and  description  of  the  elephant  in  radically
different ways is like the various world religions. None of
them should claim to have the corner on truth because they all
have different perspectives.

But this view leaves out the larger picture: an elephant is an
elephant—not a wall or tree or spear or hose or rope or fan.
And the Creator of the elephant has communicated with us the
very nature of the “elephant.” He has revealed capital-T Truth
about reality, and He has been clear in how mankind is to
relate rightly to Himself. This blind Hindu story leaves out
the very important aspect of revelation, when Someone outside
the limitations of our “blindness” as finite creatures, tells
us things we cannot know on our own.



Which leads us to the ultimate reason why the Pope is so very
wrong. The “Creator of the elephant,” Jesus the Son of God,
came to earth as a man and made astonishing truth claims about
Himself: “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)

If all religions led to God, why would Jesus say He is the
ONLY way?

He also claimed to be Yahweh, the covenant God of the Old
Testament. “Before Abraham was, I AM.” (John 8:58).

He claimed for Himself attributes that are only true of God
Himself:

Eternal “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with
the glory which I had with You before the world was.” (John
17:5)

Omnipresent “For where two or three have gathered together in
My name, I am there in their midst.” (Matthew 18:20)

“Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)

Sinless “Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak
truth, why do you not believe Me?” (John 8:46)

Accepted worship “And those who were in the boat worshiped
Him, saying, ‘You are certainly God’s Son!’ (Matthew 14:33)

Then He said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see
My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side;
and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas answered and
said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:27-28)

Able to Forgive Sins And Jesus seeing their faith said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (Mark 2:5)

“For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have



been forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven
little, loves little.“ Then He said to her, “Your sins have
been forgiven.“ Those who were reclining at the table with Him
began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives
sins?” (Luke 7:48-50)

Judge of All Men “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My
word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does
not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.
Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when
the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who
hear will live. For just as the Father has life in Himself,
even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and
He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the
Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in
which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice…” (John
5:24-28)

Jesus claimed to be God; He claimed to be the only way to the
Father. He backed up these claims by fulfilling prophecy about
the promised Messiah. And most phenomenal of all, He said He
would die and rise from the dead three days later—and He did
it.

We can believe Him when He says He is the only way. We should
believe Him.

The Pope is massively, terrifyingly wrong. All religions do
not lead to God. Jesus is the ONLY way.

https://ethosinstitute.sg/every-religion-is-a-way-to-god1.
/ Accessed 9/17/2024 ?

 

This blog post originally appeared at blogs.bible.org/the-
pope-got-it-wrong-breathtakingly-wrong/ on September 17, 2024.
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What You CAN Say to Someone
Who’s Grieving
When we lost our (believing) son to suicide last month, we
received hundreds of cards and Facebook notes assuring us of
people’s care and sympathy. What a blessing!

So often, people just don’t know what to say in the face of
horrific loss and pain, and it’s easy to say the wrong thing.
One of my favorite-ever blog posts is “What Not to Say When
Someone is Grieving.”

But I want to share ideas on what has been truly comforting
and supportive, because some of the comments we received are
how “the God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3) blessed us,
and I hope you find them helpful for crafting what YOU can say
to someone in pain.

Bottom  line  key:  what  really  comforts  and  encourages  us
(because  we’re  still  making  our  way  through  grief)  is
communicating LOVE. Nothing encourages like the power of love.
If you’re really crunched for time, scroll to the end for the
two most powerful notes we received.

Cards

I am sad and so sorry or all the pain you are experiencing.
I’m praying for your peace in the midst of the anguish. With
love for you and appreciation for your faithful witness.

May you both feel the hope that anchors our souls—even in dark
days and weeks.

I am so sorry for the grave loss you are suffering. I am
lifting  you  up  in  prayer  and  asking  the  Holy  Spirit  to
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intercede for you in this time when words are not enough. I
ask God to make His nearness evident to you in the coming days
and that His peace would surround and carry you moment by
moment. May the Lord bless you and keep you.

There are no words sufficient to convey my deep sympathy for
you. Having said that, I know that Curt is now experiencing
what those of us who remain can only look forward to—complete
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ and all the saints who
have gone before. You both remain in my heart and prayers.

Praying for an extra measure of God’s presence and peace in
the days ahead.

We love you and we feel your pain and wish we could bear some
of it for you. We lift you up to our Father’s grace!

We know that Curt is fully healed and rejoicing with Jesus
over the indescribable gift of glory! Still, we cannot fully
fathom the deep emotions you are going through. Just know you
are and will be in our prayers.

Facebook notes

I will be in prayer asking the Lord to tenderly hold you both
in His hands and ease your pain and your grief.

May the Holy Spirit minister to you and meet your needs in
ways beyond we could even ask or imagine.

My heart is breaking for you. I’m so sorry. Love you all.

May  the  Lord  be  so  near,  may  you  cherish  your  wonderful
memories  with  you  son,  and  may  the  hope  of  heaven  bring
comfort in the deep pain of loss.

No words can adequately comfort—but I am so deeply sorry and I
pray for sustaining comfort until the promised reunion.

I am heartbroken for your loss but so grateful for your hope



that you will see Curt again.

Oh Sue, words fail. May the peace that passes understanding
come to you, Ray and the family quickly.

Words are inadequate in the midst of such tragedy. Love and
prayers for you and your family.

Oh dear friends, we are crushed by this news but we know God’s
grace superimposes us in our most difficult moments. We are
praying for you in this difficult time and know your future
reunion with Curt will erase this present sorrow.

Oh, Sue! I am weeping with you. I am praying for you right
now. May the Lord comfort you as only He can. One day, death
will  be  forever  defeated  and  all  will  be  made  new.  Come
quickly, Lord Jesus!

I  am  asking  the  Lord  to  help  you  feel  His  presence  and
strength in tangible ways and that the hope of heaven comforts
you. Sending you so much love!

My heart grieves with you, Sue and Ray. May God’s loving
presence comfort and sustain you as He did for me four years
ago when I received similar news about my son. I’m thankful we
grieve but not without hope. My prayers are with you now and
in the days to come and I send you my love.

We lost our son to suicide two years ago, so when I tell you
my heart aches with you I know whereof I speak. I pray that
the Lord sends you comfort. I pray that the Lord holds you in
his loving arms. I pray He gives you whatever strength you
need. I love you sweet sister in Christ.

—

Lord, we ask for Your comfort to envelop our beloved Bohlin
family in their time of unimaginable sorrow. Please grant them
strength to face each day and the peace that surpasses all
understanding.



Surround them with love and support, and let them feel Your
presence even in the darkest moments.

Help them to find solace in the memories of their son and to
lean on one another as they navigate this painful journey. May
they feel Your everlasting arms holding them close, providing
hope and healing in the days to come.

In Your merciful name, we pray. Amen.

——

I wish I could give you a huge hug right now. My heart aches
for you and Ray.

My  heart  breaks  for  you  both.  May  you  experience  God’s
supernatural peace surpassing all understanding … in such an
un—understandable moment.

I have no words. Only tears.

Our hearts are breaking for you! God is faithful, yes but this
is HARD.

Oh Sue & Ray, what words are there for this? May you be
swamped with God’s tender mercy. I pray that the structure you
have built upon the firm foundation of Christ, day after day &
year after year, now be a sanctuary for you. May many take
note to see & know that Jesus is enough for unspeakable times.

Devastated & heartbroken for you all. He was such a sweet soul
and he will forever have a piece of my heart. Grateful he is
in the arms of Jesus and no longer in agony. Praying the
Lord’s peace washes over your pain.

Oh Sue. My heart is shattered on your behalf. May you be
comforted by ways that only the Lord can offer. I love you SO
MUCH. I am approaching His throne for you and your family.

I know God is so near and grieving along with you and Ray! I



pray that you can submit all your steps and words to him and
let him heal you the only way our amazing God can. I am
sending so many hugs.

Oh Sue! I cannot imagine the depth of pain coupled with the
hope of heaven. Lord, preserve my dear friends through their
deep loss, sustain them with your mighty hand, extend peace
and rest as they reflect on sweet memories. Hold them close
Lord.

The Most Powerful Notes:

h how my heart hurts for you as you bear this great loss. You
have been so faithful to love and care for your beloved son
all these years. Now you can rest in knowing he is in the arms
of Jesus now. May the God of all comfort carry you and sustain
you in the difficult days to come, and may He fill you with
joyous memories you can cherish in the midst of the grief. You
are  incredible  parents  and  I’m  sure  that  very  few  will
understand the burden and sacrifice you have carried for so
long. Rest now in peace knowing he is with Jesus and your
loving work is complete

—

My eyes have been glued to this page for 30 minutes, unsure of
how to start such a note,

I know words can fail at such a time, but loving prayer does
its most urgent work. You both are loved by so many and I know
that heaven’s gates are flooded with the prayers of the body
of Christ. My prayer tonight is that the God of all comfort
would comfort your hurting hearts.

Please  know  that  your  tears  are  mingled  with  family  and
friends who love you so. I am thankful to be in that number.

With my note comes my love,



Loving and compassionate words can’t fix grief, but they most
certainly can bring comfort in the hard coldness of the pain
of loss. I hope you find this helpful the next time you want
to say something that communicates your heart.

This blog post originally appeared at

blogs.bible.org/what-you-can-say-to-someone-whos-grieving/ on
Aug. 24, 2024.

Grace and Truth About LGBT
Sue Bohlin provides a compassionate, biblically based look at
what is happening as LGBT ideology has taken root in the
culture.

What Does God Think About LGBT?
This article is about grace and truth in the context of LGBT,
those who identify as lesbian, gay, bi-sexual or transgender.
What  does  God  think  about  people  for  whom  this  is  their
primary (or even secret) identity?

After 20-plus years of walking with dear friends
dealing with unwanted same-sex attraction, the very
first thing that comes to my mind is the deep
compassion and tenderness of our God toward wounded
and deceived people that He loves very much. I am reminded of
Isaiah’s words (42:3), “A bruised reed he will not break, and
a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.”

People discover attractions toward those of the same sex. They
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don’t initially choose them. These disordered feelings are
like the warning lights on the dashboard of a car. They are
saying, “Something’s wrong under the hood; check it out!” So
in the beginning, same-sex attractions constitute temptation
rather than sin, but it easily crosses over to sin when people
choose to feed and nurture thought patterns that God’s word
says are sin.

And God’s word has always called sexual behavior outside of
marriage between a man and woman, sin. That’s because sex is
deeply spiritual as well as physical, and He wants to protect
us from the harmful consequences of sexual sin. His word will
last forever, and it doesn’t change. So I believe God is
grieved when people reject His clear biblical statements about
sexual  sin,  as  is  now  happening  in  many  churches  and
individuals.

God’s word calls us to be transformed by the renewing of our
minds. An important part of the Kingdom message is that God
changes believers more and more into the likeness of Jesus.
That means that God endorses change, which makes sense since
growth and change are an intrinsic part of life.

But the cultural narrative says that your sexuality can’t be
changed.  If  people  don’t  want  their  broken  same-sex
attractions, and seek help recovering God’s intended design
for them, it is becoming illegal to do that. It’s labeled as
“conversion therapy.” But if someone says they’re transgender
and  seeks  to  inject  their  healthy  body  with  artificial
hormones and mutilate it with surgery to pretend they are
something  they’re  not,  that’s  called  “gender  affirmation.”
Yes, it’s backward.

God addressed this backward thinking in Isaiah 5:20—“Woe to
those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for
light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and
sweet for bitter.”



Back to the cultural narrative says that your sexuality can’t
be changed. That’s not what some social scientists have found,
which is that sexuality can be quite fluid and changeable.{1}
There  is  no  magic  switch  to  flip  from  homosexual  to
heterosexual; but when people invite God into the woundings
and deficits of their earlier life and receive healing in
their souls, some can develop attractions to the opposite sex.
I have personally seen this happen multiple times. The problem
is that people aren’t telling their stories, or when they try,
they aren’t believed.

Disordered thinking and unnatural desires are not too hard for
God to handle. Remember, He can raise the dead!

Cultural Lies vs. God’s Truth
There is a massive clash between the lies of our sex-saturated
culture, and the eternal truth of God’s word.

CULTURE’S LIE: Who I am is a sexual being. Whether it’s a
culture  or  an  individual,  when  God  is  left  out  of  the
equation,  sex  is  elevated  to  the  #1  most  important  spot
because it’s so powerful and a source of such intense pleasure
(or can be). So people define themselves by their sexuality.
GOD’S TRUTH: Who I am is God’s beloved creation. Made in the
image of God, created for intimacy and fellowship with Him, my
worth proven by what the Son was willing to pay for me: His
very life.

CULTURE’S LIE: Sex is a need and a right for everyone to
experience. Many people believe it is on the same level of
necessity as food, water and sleep.
GOD’S TRUTH: Sex is so powerful it is to be contained only
within marriage between one man and one woman. The mingling of
bodies and souls through sex is deeply spiritual as well as
physical. God’s prohibitions against sex outside of marriage
are His gift to us, meant for our protection from the painful
consequences of sexual sin. They are like guard rails on a



treacherous mountain road, intended to keep us from going off
the cliff to pain and destruction.

CULTURE’S LIE: I create my own identity depending on what I
feel. Untethered from a connection to God as Creator, people
live out the sad, repeated description of Israel in the book
of Judges, where “all the people did whatever seemed right in
their own eyes.” (Judges 17:6, for one).
GOD’S TRUTH: My identity is who my Creator says I am. All of
us exist because God wanted us and hand-crafted each of us
(Psalm  139).  Feelings  are  real  but  they’re  not  reliable.
Jeremiah  17:9  instructs  us  on  why  our  feelings  can’t  be
trusted: “The heart is more deceitful than all else and is
desperately sick; who can understand it?”

CULTURE’S LIE: Gender is whatever we want it to be. Biological
sex  has  been  separated  from  gender  (how  one  feels  about
maleness  and  femaleness).  (Personally,  this  strikes  me  as
illegitimate as proclaiming that the white keys on a piano are
bad and the black keys are good.)
GOD’S TRUTH: God created man in His own image, in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them. (Genesis
1:27) The first words in the room when a baby is born are
still, “It’s a girl!” or “It’s a boy!” Gender is still binary
because God still creates only male and female.

CULTURE’S  LIE:  I  can  create  my  own
reality.  For  example,  recently  a  man
abandoned  his  wife  and  seven  children,
announcing his chosen identity of a 6-year-
old girl.{2}



Another man, deciding his identity is a female
dragon, cut off his ears and nose, dyed his eyes,
and inserted horns in his forehead.{3}

GOD’S TRUTH: There is objective truth and objective reality
because God is real and true. We do not have the freedom to
dismiss what is objectively true and real; 2 + 2 will always
be 4, not 7 or 200, and gravity will always be operational on
the planet. These things are real and true because a real and
true God rooted His creation in His own nature.

CULTURE’S LIE: “Born this way.” This lie has so much traction
because it’s repeated so often people assume it to be true.
GOD’S TRUTH: No Evidence. There is actually no scientific
evidence of a gay gene or any other determiner of same-sex
attraction. And in identical twins (who share the same DNA),
when one identifies as gay or lesbian, the other one only
identifies  as  gay  or  lesbian  about  11%  of  the  time.  If
homosexuality were a genetic issue, the correspondence would
be 100%.

American  culture  continues  to  pump  out  the  illusion—the
fantasy, the myth—that sexuality is the most important thing
about  life  and  about  us,  and  that  sexual  identity  and
expression  is  where  life  is  found.

Life is found in Jesus, and nowhere else.

Transgender: The Emperor’s New Clothes
In the old story of the Emperor’s New Clothes, scam artists
appeal to the pride of a conceited emperor, claiming they can
create a magical outfit for him that is invisible to anyone



who is unfit for their position, stupid, or incompetent. He
parades his new suit of clothes before his subjects, which of
course no one can see because it’s a scam. But no one will say
they don’t see it lest they be seen as stupid. Finally a
little boy pipes up and blurts out the truth: “But he isn’t
wearing anything at all!”{4}

The transgender narrative is the equivalent of the Emperor’s
New Clothes. The objective truth is that there is no such
thing  as  magical  clothes,  and  there’s  no  such  thing  as
changing  genders.  People  can  only  deceive  themselves  (and
others), damage their bodies, and mutilate themselves—but our
God-ordained maleness and femaleness, our biological sex, is
stamped into every cell of our bodies.

It’s especially alarming when parents, educators and other
authorities feed a child’s fantasy that they are the other
gender. We would never do that if a child declared herself to
be a cat or a unicorn; we would gently and lovingly correct
her wrong thinking by speaking the truth to her. But if a boy
insists he’s a girl or vice versa, many progressive-minded
adults are so proud of their “wokeness” that they rush to
board the child on the transgender train.

Most often, children who reject their gender are reacting to
gender stereotypes. Girls can think that boys get to do cooler
stuff than girls, and sensitive boys who love pink and purple
sparkly things can think it’s better to be a girl. Both sexes
who experience abuse can believe that it would be safer to be
the opposite sex.

Children never see the big picture—that’s why God gives them
parents to help them see their world more accurately. One
little boy told his parents he wanted to be a girl but no one
inquired why, they just jumped on the transgender bandwagon.
Turns out that when his baby sister was born and consumed a
lot of attention because she was very sick, he concluded that
if he were a girl, he would get the same attention.

https://probe.org/two-genders-two-spectrums/


Transgender – Part 2
When a person experiences a conflict between their biological
sex and their internal sense of whether they are male or
female, that’s called gender dysphoria. Various studies have
shown that this very painful emotional state resolves itself
about 85% of the time simply by going through puberty. It
appears to reset things. So the best and wisest treatment is
no treatment at all, but of course wise parents and other
adults  will  continue  to  speak  truth  about  a  child’s
identity—especially the truth that God who is good, loving and
wise chose their gender for them, so we need to receive it as
His gift.

This whole transgender phenomenon has ignited where children
have  access  to  the  internet  on  their  smart  phones.  The
illusion of transgender is easily spread by social contagion.
Children and teens talk about their beliefs that they are
transgender on social media, and their impressionable peers
are influenced to start thinking and feeling the same way. The
popularity of social media has sped up the spread of this
fantasy, especially on the Tumblr platform. One academic who
studied the reports of parents alarmed by sudden changes in
their  children  coined  the  term  “rapid  onset  gender
dysphoria.”{5}

Anyone who has been around adolescents for any length of time
doesn’t need to be surprised by this dynamic. Teens copy each
other in all kinds of ways.

Many  adolescents  who  identify  as  transgender  suffer  from
anxiety,  depression,  and  self-injury.{6}  There  is  a  whole
constellation of painful mental health struggles all bound up
together. We are also finding that a disproportionate number
of  teens  who  explore  the  transgender  identity  are  on  the
autism spectrum.{7}

They  already  feel  the  shame  of  being  different,  of  being



“other than,” and it’s easy for them to mislabel themselves as
transgender instead of just different.

One final note on transgender: we must not go along with the
Emperor’s New Clothes story that athletes can compete as the
opposite sex just by declaring themselves so. It’s not just
heartbreaking,  it’s  wrong  for  teenage  boys  to  rob  girl
athletes  of  scholarships{8},  not  to  mention  dignity,  by
unfairly competing against them and demanding to use their
restrooms and locker rooms.{9}

Why Have So Many Christians and Entire
Churches Become Pro-Gay?
More  and  more  individuals  and  churches  have  come  out  in
support of homosexuality and gay marriage. Why is that?

I think there are two big reasons so many confessing believers
in Christ have allowed themselves to be more shaped by the
culture  than  by  the  truth  of  God’s  word,  drifting  into
spiritual  compromise  and  even  into  apostasy,  which  means
abandoning the truth of one’s faith.

Reason One: Rejecting the Authority of God’s Word

The first reason is that millions of people are rejecting the
authority of God’s word.

The bitter fruit of several decades of shallow preaching,
teaching and discipleship is that many believers have been
especially vulnerable to Satan’s deceptive question to Eve in
the  Garden  of  Eden:  “Did  God  really  say  .  .  .?”  When
Christians ignore or flat-out reject the unmistakably clear
biblical statements condemning homosexual behavior, they are
playing into the enemy’s temptation to justify disobedience by
making  feelings  and  perceptions  more  important  than  God’s
design and standards.

There are now two streams of thought on same-sex relationships



and  behavior:  the  Traditional,  Biblical  View  and  the
Revisionist View.{10} The Revisionist View basically says, “It
doesn’t matter what the Bible actually says, it doesn’t mean
what 2000 years of church history has said it means, it means
what we want it to say.” And we want it to say that God
endorses all relationships that invoke love.”

Reason Two: Snagged by the Gay Agenda

When people don’t submit themselves to the truth of the Word
of God, they are easily shaped and swayed by the six points of
a brilliantly designed “Gay Manifesto” spelled out in a book
called After the Ball: How America Will Conquer Its Fear and
Hatred  of  Gays  in  the  90s.{11}  This  gay  agenda  has  been
executed perfectly in the United States. (Note: these are the
authors’ words, not mine.)

1. Talk about gays and gayness as loudly and often as
possible.

2.  Portray  members  of  the  LGBTQ  community  as  victims.
Indoctrinate mainstream America that members of the LGBTQ
community were “born this way.”

3. Give protectors a just cause: anti-discrimination.

4.  The  use  of  TV,  music,  film  and  social  media  to
desensitize mainstream Americans to their plight as gay
people.

5. Portray Gays and Lesbians as pillars in society. Make
gays look good.

6. Once homosexuals have begun to gain acceptance, anti-gay
opponents must be vilified, causing them to be viewed as
repulsive outcasts of society.

This is how I see how we got to this place where so many
people have been deceived. They didn’t anchor themselves to
the Truth of the Word of God, and they opened themselves to



the  cultural  brine  of  Kirk  and  Madsen’s  plan  to  overhaul
straight America.

I  will  close  with  four  personal  observations  about  this
situation:

1.  Christians  have  bought  into  the  culture’s  worship  of
feelings over God’s unchanging revelation

2. People love how making themselves an ally and protector of
the  underdog  makes  them  feel,  despite  God’s  design  and
standards for sexuality and marriage.

3. Not enough of us Christ-followers are living lives that
demonstrate the beauty and satisfaction of abiding in Christ.

4. The church has been dismal at loving those who struggle
with their sexuality and showing them the grace that is in
God’s heart toward them. It’s essential to both speak the
truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), and seek to show love filled
with truth.
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Suicide Has Hit Our Family
Sue Bohlin shares her heart in the wake of her and her husband
Ray’s son taking his life.

Last week our beloved 44-year-old son Curt took his life.

He had struggled with severe suicidal depression for 26 years,
hating almost every day of his adult life and wanting God to
take him home to join his sister Rebecca. His depression and
anxiety crippled him to the point of moving back in with my
husband and me in 2008. He often shared with us his anguish at
life in a fallen world, living in a broken body.

Curt eventually lost most of his hearing as the result of
serving on the flight line in the Air Force, but when he was
honorably  discharged  he  was  told  it  wasn’t  bad  enough  to
warrant disability benefits. The loss of his hearing meant
losing his touch with music, which he loved. It also meant
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losing touch with his community in online role-playing games,
so he lost his sense of belonging and purpose.

His life was very painful. After staying his hand multiple
times over two decades, God allowed him to take his life and
instantly enter the heaven he had longed for, for so very
long.

Some themes have been rolling around in my head since the news
of his passing.

First, our grief is mitigated by the relief on Curt’s behalf
that his suffering is over. When I told my husband the news
delivered by a police detective, his first words were, “We’ve
known this day might come for 26 years.” We have lived with
the darkness of his depression and anxiety for a long time,
which included the ever-present threat of suicide because he
always thought of it as his ticket out.

Second, God’s grace is stronger than I have ever experienced
in my entire life. It feels like He has tucked me in the
shadow of His wing (Psalm 57:1). I have buried a child before;
I know the brutality of grief, but God is holding it back. I
winced to realize that a hard, heart-wrenching grief awaits
me, but then I reminded myself that He will carry me through
those days just as He’s carrying me now. And I appreciated my
friend who gave me “permission to not be okay” when those days
come.

Third, the one attribute of God that comforts me more than any
other is His sovereignty. A good and loving God is in control.
He chose the day of Curt’s birth, and He chose the day of his
death. We’ve been clinging to Psalm 139:16, “All the days
ordained for me were written in Your book before one of them
came to be.” Our son did not die a single day earlier than God
had planned for him. And He prevented Curt from following
through on all the times he planned to take his life since the
first time when he was 17. God ordained for our daughter



Rebecca to live for eight days, and He ordained for Curt to
live for 44 years.

Fourth, God keeps pouring out His goodness on us every time we
turn around. We have been inundated with people wanting to
help  us  with  everything  we  need  from  money  for  funeral
expenses, to food and paper goods, to willing hands to prepare
our home for family coming in for his memorial service. And
that includes being willing to clean out his room and haul
away all the furniture that reeked of body odor. In case you
don’t know, severely depressed people usually don’t care about
personal hygiene, and both our son and his room stank from
weeks, sometimes months, of going unwashed. It was a source of
sorrow and frustration to us, but we loved him in his mental
illness and just lived with it.

Fifth, there is the blessing of not knowing so many things. I
don’t know what he was thinking when something flipped and he
went from offering to cook lunch for the family visiting us,
to leaving our home intent on stepping off an overpass. I
don’t know what he was thinking or feeling on that walk. I
don’t know what his last seconds were like, and I am most
grateful that we didn’t have to identify him at the medical
examiner’s office. I don’t know so many things, and I am so
glad. I can leave all those questions in the Lord’s hands, and
I can ask him when I see him again-if it matters at all by
then.

And that brings me to the most important idea that has marked
these days: HOPE. Hope is future-facing faith. Not wishful
thinking, like “I hope it doesn’t rain on my picnic.” Biblical
hope is certainty. Hebrews 6:19 calls biblical hope “an anchor
of the soul, both sure and steadfast.” God has used this
horrible  time  to  reveal  that  He  has  been  working  in  the
background to strengthen my future-facing faith. When I say I
have hope to be reunited with my son, it’s not a wish. I am
1000% certain that he is in heaven and that my husband and I,
our other son Kevin, and his wife Lauren will join him there.



I had the privilege of leading Curt to put his trust in Jesus
Christ when he was three years old, watching him grow in his
faith over the years, watching him bear the spiritual fruit
that proved his faith was real. I know he’s in heaven, because
to be absent from the body is to be at home with the Lord (2
Corinthians  5:8).  Our  dear  friend  Dave  commented  on  my
Facebook post, “I am heartbroken for your loss but so grateful
for your hope that you will see Curt again.” That’s when I had
the lightbulb moment and I replied, “Thanks for using the word
HOPE. Future-facing faith. My hope about seeing Curt is as
strong as my view of Ray this very minute. Who is sitting
three feet from me.”

Curt’s first week in heaven: it felt like he was just on the
other side of the invisible wall separating earth from heaven.
Maybe it’s the special bond between a mother and the child she
bore, maybe it’s something spiritual, I don’t know. But the
reality of my son’s new home makes heaven closer to me than it
has ever been. My husband Ray has said for years that heaven
is more real to me than anyone he knows. Part of it is knowing
our baby Rebecca is there, part of it is longing for my new
body untouched by polio and cancer.

Curt’s suicide is not okay. Murder is sin, even the murder of
oneself. But Jesus’ statement on the cross, “It is finished,”
meaning “It is paid in full,” covered every one of his sins,
including taking the life God gave him. With God’s begrudging
permission, apparently. I trust the Lord with it all.

This blog post originally appeared at blogs.bible.org/suicide-
has-hit-our-family on July 16, 2024.
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The  Value  of  Suffering:  A
Christian Perspective
Sue Bohlin looks at suffering from a Christian perspective. 
Applying  a  biblical  worldview  to  this  difficult  subject
results in a distinctly different approach to suffering than
our natural inclination of blame and self pity.

 This article is also available in Spanish.

There is no such thing as pointless pain in the life of the
child of God. How this has encouraged and strengthened me in
the valleys of suffering and pain! In this essay I’ll be
discussing the value of suffering, an unhappy non-negotiable
of life in a fallen world.

Suffering Prepares Us to Be the Bride of
Christ
Among the many reasons God allows us to suffer,
this is my personal favorite: it prepares us to be
the radiant bride of Christ. The Lord Jesus has a
big job to do, changing His ragamuffin church into
a  glorious  bride  worthy  of  the  Lamb.  Ephesians
5:26-27 tells us He is making us holy by washing us with the
Word—presenting us to Himself as a radiant church, without
stain or wrinkle or any other blemish. Suffering develops
holiness in unholy people. But getting there is painful in the
Lord’s “laundry room.” When you use bleach to get rid of
stains, it’s a harsh process. Getting rid of wrinkles is even
more  painful:  ironing  means  a  combination  of  heat  plus
pressure. Ouch! No wonder suffering hurts!

But  developing  holiness  in  us  is  a  worthwhile,  extremely
important goal for the Holy One who is our divine Bridegroom.
We learn in Hebrews 12:10 that we are enabled to share in His
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holiness through the discipline of enduring hardship. More
ouch! Fortunately, the same book assures us that discipline is
a sign of God’s love (Heb. 12:6). Oswald Chambers reminds us
that “God has one destined end for mankind—holiness. His one
aim is the production of saints.”{1}

It’s also important for all wives, but most especially the
future wife of the Son of God, to have a submissive heart.
Suffering makes us more determined to obey God; it teaches us
to be submissive. The psalmist learned this lesson as he wrote
in Psalm 119:67: “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but
now I obey your word. It was good for me to be afflicted so
that I might learn your decrees.”

The Lord Jesus has His work cut out for Him in purifying us
for Himself (Titus 2:14). Let’s face it, left to ourselves we
are a dirty, messy, fleshly people, and we desperately need to
be made pure. As hurtful as it is, suffering can purify us if
we submit to the One who has a loving plan for the pain.

Jesus  wants  not  just  a  pure  bride,  but  a  mature  one  as
well—and suffering produces growth and maturity in us. James
1:2-4 reminds us that trials produce perseverance, which makes
us mature and complete. And Romans 5:3-4 tells us that we can
actually  rejoice  in  our  sufferings,  because,  again,  they
produce perseverance, which produces character, which produces
hope. The Lord is creating for Himself a bride with sterling
character,  but  it’s  not  much  fun  getting  there.  I  like
something else Oswald Chambers wrote: “Sorrow burns up a great
amount of shallowness.”{2}

We usually don’t have much trouble understanding that our
Divine Bridegroom loves us; but we can easily forget how much
He longs for us to love Him back. Suffering scoops us out,
making our hearts bigger so that we can hold more love for
Him. It’s all part of a well-planned courtship. He does know
what He’s doing . . . we just need to trust Him.



Suffering Allows Us to Minister Comfort
to Others Who Suffer
One of the most rewarding reasons that suffering has value is
experienced by those who can say with conviction, “I know how
you feel. I’ve been in your shoes.” Suffering prepares us to
minister comfort to others who suffer.

Feeling isolated is one of the hardest parts of suffering. It
can feel like you’re all alone in your pain, and that makes it
so much worse. The comfort of those who have known that same
pain is inexpressible. It feels like a warm blanket being
draped around your soul. But in order for someone to say those
powerful words—”I know just how you feel because I’ve been
there”—that person had to walk through the same difficult
valley first.

Ray  and  I  lost  our  first  baby  when  she  was  born  too
prematurely to survive. It was the most horrible suffering
we’ve ever known. But losing Becky has enabled me to weep with
those  who  weep  with  the  comforting  tears  of  one  who  has
experienced that deep and awful loss. It’s a wound that—by
God’s  grace—has  never  fully  healed  so  that  I  can  truly
empathize with others out of the very real pain I still feel.
Talking about my loss puts me in touch with the unhealed part
of the grief and loss that will always hurt until I see my
daughter  again  in  heaven.  One  of  the  most  incredibly
comforting things we can ever experience is someone else’s
tears for us. So when I say to a mother or father who has also
lost a child, “I hurt with you, because I’ve lost a precious
one too,” my tears bring warmth and comfort in a way that
someone who has never known that pain cannot offer.

One of the most powerful words of comfort I received when we
were grieving our baby’s loss was from a friend who said,
“Your pain may not be about just you. It may well be about
other people, preparing you to minister comfort and hope to



someone in your future who will need what you can give them
because of what you’re going through right now. And if you are
faithful to cling to God now, I promise He will use you
greatly to comfort others later.” That perspective was like a
sweet balm to my soul, because it showed me that my suffering
was not pointless.

There’s another aspect of bringing comfort to those in pain.
Those who have suffered tend not to judge others experiencing
similar suffering. Not being judged is a great comfort to
those who hurt. When you’re in pain, your world narrows down
to mere survival, and it’s easy for others to judge you for
not “following the rules” that should only apply to those
whose lives aren’t being swallowed by the pain monster.

Suffering often develops compassion and mercy in us. Those who
suffer tend to have tender hearts toward others who are in
pain. We can comfort others with the comfort that we have
received from God (2 Cor. 1:4) because we have experienced the
reality  of  the  Holy  Spirit  being  there  for  us,  walking
alongside us in our pain. Then we can turn around and walk
alongside others in their pain, showing the compassion that
our own suffering has produced in us.

Suffering Develops Humble Dependence on
God
Marine Corps recruiter Randy Norfleet survived the Oklahoma
City  bombing  despite  losing  40  percent  of  his  blood  and
needing  250  stitches  to  close  his  wounds.  He  never  lost
consciousness in the ambulance because he was too busy praying
prayers of thanksgiving for his survival. When doctors said he
would probably lose the sight in his right eye, Mr. Norfleet
said, “Losing an eye is a small thing. Whatever brings you
closer  to  God  is  a  blessing.  Through  all  this  I’ve  been
brought closer to God. I’ve become more dependent on Him and
less on myself.”{3}



Suffering is excellent at teaching us humble dependence on
God, the only appropriate response to our Creator. Ever since
the fall of Adam, we keep forgetting that God created us to
depend on Him and not on ourselves. We keep wanting to go our
own way, pretending that we are God. Suffering is powerfully
able to get us back on track.

Sometimes we hurt so much we can’t pray. We are forced to
depend on the intercession of the Holy Spirit and the saints,
needing them to go before the throne of God on our behalf.
Instead  of  seeing  that  inability  to  pray  as  a  personal
failure, we can rejoice that our perception of being totally
needy corresponds to the truth that we really are that needy.
2  Corinthians  1:9  tells  us  that  hardships  and  sufferings
happen “so that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who
raises the dead.”

Suffering brings a “one day at a time-ness” to our survival.
We get to the point of saying, “Lord, I can only make it
through today if You help me . . . if You take me through
today . . . or the next hour . . . or the next few minutes.”
One of my dearest friends shared with me the prayer from a
heart burning with emotional pain: “Papa, I know I can make it
through the next fifteen minutes if You hold me and walk me
through it.” Suffering has taught my friend the lesson of
total, humble dependence on God.

As painful as it is, suffering strips away the distractions of
life. It forces us to face the fact that we are powerless to
change  other  people  and  most  situations.  The  fear  that
accompanies suffering drives us to the Father like a little
kid burying his face in his daddy’s leg. Recognizing our own
powerlessness is actually the key to experience real power
because we have to acknowledge our dependence on God before
His power can flow from His heart into our lives.

The disciples experienced two different storms out on the
lake. The Lord’s purpose in both storms was to train them to



stop relying on their physical eyes and use their spiritual
eyes. He wanted them to grow in trust and dependence on the
Father. He allows us to experience storms in our lives for the
same purpose: to learn to depend on God.

I love this paraphrase of Romans 8:28: “The Lord may not have
planned  that  this  should  overtake  me,  but  He  has  most
certainly permitted it. Therefore, though it were an attack of
an  enemy,  by  the  time  it  reaches  me,  it  has  the  Lord’s
permission, and therefore all is well. He will make it work
together with all life’s experiences for good.”

Suffering Displays God’s Strength Through
Our Weakness
God never wastes suffering, not a scrap of it. He redeems all
of it for His glory and our blessing. The classic Scripture
for the concept that suffering displays God’s strength through
our weakness is found in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10, where we learn
that  God’s  grace  is  sufficient  for  us,  for  His  power  is
perfected in weakness. Paul said he delighted in weaknesses,
hardships, and difficulties “for when I am weak, then I am
strong.”

Our culture disdains weakness, but our frailty is a sign of
God’s workmanship in us. It gets us closer to what we were
created to be—completely dependent on God. Several years ago I
realized that instead of despising the fact that polio had
left  me  with  a  body  that  was  weakened  and  compromised,
susceptible to pain and fatigue, I could choose to rejoice in
it. My weakness made me more like a fragile, easily broken
window than a solid brick wall. But just as sunlight pours
through a window but is blocked by a wall, I discovered that
other people could see God’s strength and beauty in me because
of the window-like nature of my weakness! Consider how the
Lord Jesus was the exact representation of the glory of the
Father—I  mean,  He  was  all  window  and  no  walls!  He  was



completely dependent on the Father, choosing to become weak so
that God’s strength could shine through Him. And He was the
strongest  person  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Not  His  own
strength; He displayed the Father’s strength because of that
very weakness.

The reason His strength can shine through us is because we
know God better through suffering. One wise man I heard said,
“I got theology in seminary, but I learned reality through
trials. I got facts in Sunday School, but I learned faith
through trusting God in difficult circumstances. I got truth
from  studying,  but  I  got  to  know  the  Savior  through
suffering.”

Sometimes our suffering isn’t a consequence of our actions or
even  someone  else’s.  God  is  teaching  other  beings  about
Himself and His loved ones—us—as He did with Job. The point of
Job’s  trials  was  to  enable  heavenly  beings  to  see  God
glorified in Job. Sometimes He trusts us with great pain in
order  to  make  a  point,  whether  the  intended  audience  is
believers, unbelievers, or the spirit realm. Quadriplegic Joni
Eareckson  Tada,  no  stranger  to  great  suffering,  writes,
“Whether a godly attitude shines from a brain-injured college
student or from a lonely man relegated to a back bedroom, the
response of patience and perseverance counts. God points to
the peaceful attitude of suffering people to teach others
about Himself. He not only teaches those we rub shoulders with
every day, but He instructs the countless millions of angels
and demons. The hosts in heaven stand amazed when they observe
God sustain hurting people with His peace.”{4}

I once heard Charles Stanley say that nothing attracts the
unbeliever  like  a  saint  suffering  successfully.  Joni  Tada
said, “You were made for one purpose, and that is to make God
real to those around you.”{5} The reality of God’s power, His
love, and His character are made very, very real to a watching
world when we trust Him in our pain.



Suffering Gets Us Ready for Heaven
Pain  is  inevitable  because  we  live  in  a  fallen  world.  1
Thessalonians  3:3  reminds  us  that  we  are  “destined  for
trials.” We don’t have a choice whether we will suffer–our
choice is to go through it by ourselves or with God.

Suffering teaches us the difference between the important and
the transient. It prepares us for heaven by teaching us how
unfulfilling  life  on  earth  is  and  helping  us  develop  an
eternal perspective. Suffering makes us homesick for heaven.

Deep suffering of the soul is also a taste of hell. After many
sleepless nights wracked by various kinds of pain, my friend
Jan now knows what she was saved from. Many Christians only
know they’re saved without grasping what it is Christ has
delivered  them  from.  Jan’s  suffering  has  given  her  an
appreciation of the reality of heaven, and she’s been changed
forever.

I  have  an  appreciation  of  heaven  gained  from  a  different
experience. As my body weakens from the lifelong impact of
polio, to be honest, I have a deep frustration with it that
makes  me  grateful  for  the  perfect,  beautiful,  completely
working resurrection body waiting for me on the other side. My
husband once told me that heaven is more real to me than
anyone  he  knows.  Suffering  has  done  that  for  me.  Paul
explained  what  happens  in  2  Corinthians  4:16-18:

“Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being  renewed  day  by  day.  For  our  light  and  momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen, for what is seen is temporary, but
what is unseen is eternal.”

One of the effects of suffering is to loosen our grasp on this
life, because we shouldn’t be thinking that life in a fallen



world is as wonderful as we sometimes think it is. Pastor Dick
Bacon once said, “If this life were easy, we’d just love it
too much. If God didn’t make it painful, we’d never let go of
it.” Suffering reminds us that we live in an abnormal world.
Suffering is abnormal–our souls protest, “This isn’t right!”
We need to be reminded that we are living in the post-fall
“Phase 2.” The perfect Phase 1 of God’s beautiful, suffering-
free creation was ruined when Adam and Eve fell. So often,
people wonder what kind of cruel God would deliberately make a
world so full of pain and suffering. They’ve lost track of
history.  The  world  God  originally  made  isn’t  the  one  we
experience. Suffering can make us long for the new heaven and
the new earth where God will set all things right again.

Sometimes suffering literally prepares us for heaven. Cheryl’s
in-laws,  both  beset  by  lingering  illnesses,  couldn’t
understand why they couldn’t just die and get it over with.
But after three long years of holding on, during a visit from
Cheryl’s pastor, the wife trusted Christ on her deathbed and
the husband received assurance of his salvation. A week later
the wife died, followed in six months by her husband. They had
continued to suffer because of God’s mercy and patience, who
did not let them go before they were ready for heaven.

Suffering  dispels  the  cloaking  mists  of  inconsequential
distractions of this life and puts things in their proper
perspective. My friend Pete buried his wife a few years ago
after  a  battle  with  Lou  Gehrig’s  disease.  One  morning  I
learned that his car had died on the way to church, and I said
something about what a bummer it was. Pete just shrugged and
said, “This is nothing.” That’s what suffering will do for us.
Trials are light and momentary afflictions . . . but God
redeems them all.

Notes
1. Oswald Chambers, Our Utmost for His Highest, September 1.
2. Chambers, June 25.
3. National and International Religion Report, Vol. 9:10, May



1, 1995, 1
4.  Joni  Eareckson  Tada,  When  Is  It  Right  to  Die?  (Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1992), 122.
5. Tada, 118.

©2000 Probe Ministries, updated 2018

Two Genders, Two Spectrums
Sue  Bohlin  suggests  a  biblical  view  of  masculinity  and
femininity that encompasses the variety within two genders as
God creates us.

How do you see the variations of gender in people? Many people
automatically think of a single spectrum with masculinity on
one end and femininity on the other.

I don’t think that’s the way it works.

Consider the very first thing we encounter about gender in the
creation account of Genesis 1:27—

So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

Just  two  genders.  No  matter  how  many  choices  of  made-up
genders that Facebook used to offer.

We can look at the issue of gender spiritually by reading
about how God created us male and female. We can also see the
binary nature of gender by looking at biology. Male bodies

https://probe.org/two-genders-two-spectrums/
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produce small reproductive sex cells called gametes—sperm—and
female bodies produce large gametes, eggs. There are no other
options.

In this article we’ll be walking through a way of looking at
gender  that  I  believe  faithfully  reflects  what  God  has
revealed in His word about His design for us as human beings.
Instead of a single spectrum with male and masculinity on one
end and female and femininity on the other, I suggest there
are two separate spectrums{1}: a masculinity spectrum and a
femininity spectrum. God makes delightful variations in girls
and women, and equally delightful variations in boys and men,
all of us made in His image and created for His glory.

I suggest that God chooses where on each gender spectrum a
baby comes into the world. It’s our starting point, but as we
mature we can embrace and grow in the other characteristics of
masculinity or femininity. We can take up more “bandwidth” and
become a more fully-rounded man or woman.

One end of the masculinity spectrum, I suggest, are the rough-
and-tumble boys who are constantly moving, playing sports,
making noise, getting dirty, and can easily be emotionally
clueless. On the other end of the spectrum are the sensitive,
artistic, creative boys. And there’s everything in between.

On the femininity spectrum, we see girly-girls on one end, who
love frilly clothes, playing with their doll babies, and in
American culture are drawn to pink and purple and sparkly. On
the other end are the tomboy jockettes who are often gifted
athletes and natural leaders, and hate girly clothes. And, as
with their brothers, there is everything in between.

Let’s explore these different gender spectrums and hopefully
gain a fuller understanding of the goodness of God’s creation
just the way He makes each one of us.



Masculinity Spectrum 1
I really like the idea that every child, created in his or her
own individuality in the image of God, is a gift box that we
as parents and care-givers get to open and discover what’s
inside. Every child is fearfully and wonderful made, as we
read in Psalm 139, and that includes the kind of boy and the
kind of girl God chose for them to be. Whoever came up with
the philosophy that children are blank slates that we write
on, so they become whoever and however the surrounding culture
instructs  them  to  be,  must  have  never  been  around  actual
children. Real babies come out of the womb and start revealing
how God made them.

God shapes some baby boys as rough-and-tumble. They are often
considered classically “all boy.” They’re constantly moving.
Ask boys to walk from point A to point B and they may well
zig-zag their way across the room. They often have an affinity
for fighting and weapons. One mama who said no toy guns in her
home because she hated violence, found her young son nibbling
his toast into the shape of a pistol, which he pointed at his
brother and made shooting sound effects. Her other son would
treat  the  longest  French  fry  from  his  Happy  Meal  like  a
miniature rifle to pretend-shoot his brother.

These rough-and-tumble boys are often emotionally clueless.
They don’t mean to be insensitive, they just don’t pay much
attention to non-verbal cues from other people. They tend to
enjoy rough-housing with their daddies and with other boys.
They will chest-bump and jostle each other in their male way
of expressing friendship and affection. And these boys are
drawn to contact sports, especially anything with balls.

God delights to make other boys, though far fewer of them, as
sensitive, artistic, and creative. They are often gifted in
the  performing  and  visual  arts,  music,  dance,  drama,  and
design. They tend to experience life through a magnifying lens
attached to their soul; everything is bigger, louder, and more



vibrant. They can experience negative communications as more
critical than they actually are. A parent’s frown may feel as
devastating as a spanking.

They constantly scan their environment, sensing when others
around them are upset. My husband can spot these sensitive
boys at age two in the church nursery. He has seen boys drop
whatever toy they had and go over to another toddler asking,
“You okay? It’s okay.”

Many of them don’t care for sports, especially contact sports.
Often they lack the eye-hand coordination needed for sports
that utilize balls, rackets, clubs and other game equipment.
They can do better at sports that scratch their competitive
itch  where  they’re  racing  against  the  clock,  like  cross-
country running.

And of course, there are boys (and men) everywhere in between
as well. One of my sons was so sensitive and artistic he
graduated with an art degree; the other puts himself square in
the middle of the masculinity spectrum.

Masculinity Spectrum 2
We see the two kinds of boys and men in the account of Jacob
and Esau in Genesis 25. Esau, the rough-and-tumble man, was a
hunter, an outdoorsman. His twin brother Jacob was a mama’s
boy, more interested in hanging back in the tents with his
mother, in all probability the sensitive, artistic, creative
type.

Since  sensitive  boys  are  in  the  minority,  they  often  get
bullied by the rough-and-tumbles or boys in the middle of the
spectrum, and they can easily feel like they don’t fit, they
don’t belong. They feel different from an early age.

These are the ones who are vulnerable to spiritual attacks of
being labeled gay and other ugly words. In recent years, as
sensitive, artistic and creative boys feel the pain of not



fitting in, they are now being encouraged to label themselves
as transgender. It used to be they would think, “I don’t fit
in the world of boys. There’s something wrong with me.” Now
they are being encouraged to think, “I don’t fit in the world
of boys because I’m really a girl. Or life would be better and
easier if I became a girl.” (Which, of course, is impossible.)
Then  if  they  accept  these  false  labels  and  they  practice
seeing  themselves  that  way,  they  can  literally  think
themselves into a gay or trans identity. But it doesn’t have
to be that way. Scripture tells us to “take every thought
captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). All
of us need to derive our identity from who God says we are.

Thinking of the masculinity spectrum, I like to ask, where
would you put Jesus?

I think He embodies the entire spectrum. He was the best of
rough-and-tumble men, strong and physically active; He started
out as a carpenter or handyman, and men were drawn to Him. Was
He artistic? Have you ever seen a sunrise or a sunset? Jesus
paints  the  sky  with  glorious  colors!  Was  He  creative?
Scripture tells us He was the Creator of the universe!

I  have  observed  over  years  that  as  boys  and  men  grow
spiritually,  they  start  taking  up  more  bandwidth  on  the
masculinity spectrum as they become more well-rounded. Rough-
and-tumbles  learn  to  listen  and  show  compassion,  and
sensitives  stretch  out  their  comfort  zone  to  take  more
initiative and reject passivity.

Rough-and-tumbles can become great leaders and servants as
they use their strength to love and serve others. Sensitives
can  become  great  husbands,  dads,  pastors,  counselors,  and
teachers as they use their gifts to love and serve others.

Femininity Spectrum 1
On the one end of the femininity spectrum are the girly-girls



who come into the world wanting a pink receiving blanket and
one of those headbands with a big puffy flower on their little
bald head. They can’t wait till their fingernails and toenails
are big enough for Mommy to paint. In American culture they
often gravitate toward pink and purple and silver glitter.
They cuddle baby dolls and stuffed animals.

One progressive-minded mother didn’t want to support gender
stereotypes for her daughter, so instead of buying her stuffed
animals and dolls, she gave her cars and trucks. One afternoon
she  saw  her  little  girl  lining  up  the  cars  and  trucks,
covering  them  with  a  blanket,  and  tenderly  kissing  them
“night-night” as she put them down for a nap. Just as she
would have with dolls and stuffed toys, if she’d been allowed
to have them.

It’s easy to define feminine as girly-girls, but God loves and
creates another kind of femininity.

He delights to make some girls tomboy jockettes. They have no
interest in frilly clothes or makeup. They don’t care for
skirts  or  dresses  and  in  fact  will  often  push  back  when
required  to  wear  “girl  clothes.”  For  them,  comfort  is
everything. You can find them outside climbing trees, shooting
hoops,  and  perfecting  their  spirals.  Some  mechanically-
inclined  girls  want  to  help  their  dads  work  on  cars  and
lawnmowers.  They  tend  to  have  no  patience  for  girly-girl
activities; girl drama drives them crazy. Barbie is stupid,
and who wants to play house—nobody wins!

Many  times  they  are  gifted  athletes,  and  often  natural
leaders.

Like sensitive boys, tomboys are outnumbered by girly-girls
and those in the middle of the femininity spectrum. Being the
minority,  they  are  often  bullied.  They  are  judged  and
ostracized  for  not  being  like  the  other  girls.

Sensitive boys and tomboy girls can get the message loud and



clear that they don’t have what it takes to be a good boy or
girl. They can conclude, wrongly, that they don’t belong in
the world of boys, of girls. They burn with the shame of being
“other than.” Different.

But God makes every person male or female on purpose, for His
glory. They DO belong in the world of boys or girls, of men
and women!

Femininity Spectrum 2
As girls grow spiritually, becoming more like Jesus, they can
take up more bandwidth on the spectrum and become a more well-
rounded expression of femininity.

Girly girls can put down their mirrors and selfies, and become
prayer  warriors  and  first  responders.  They  can  walk  into
emotional crises and hard conversations to point people to
Jesus. They can become shepherds, more concerned about other
people than themselves.

Tomboys  can  embrace  the  softer,  more  nurturing  side  of
femininity. These girls often want to fight and defend those
needing protection. They need to be introduced to spiritual
warfare! Whether as a princess warrior or a warrior princess,
the kingdom needs all girls and women to be fully engaged in
fighting evil!

Many of the gender issues today are about stereotypes. People
want to stick everybody in either a blue box or a pink box.
They make sweeping generalizations like

• “Boys wear blue and brown and play with trucks and guns.”
• “Girls wear pink and purple and play with Barbies and
jewelry making kits.”

But what if a boy thinks blue and brown are boring, and he
loves pink and purple? Does it mean he’s gay? No! Jesus loves
pink and purple! Have you ever seen a sunrise?



What if he doesn’t want to play tackle football? What if he’d
rather sit and try to draw out another kid’s thoughts and
feelings? Does it mean he’s gay? No! It may be a junior
counselor in the making, who’s also going to be a fantastic
daddy!

What if a girl thinks it’s just WRONG that she has to stay
inside and learn to make gravy because Grandma says that’s
what girls do, when there’s a broken carburetor outside she’s
itching to get her hands on? What if she’s an amazing softball
player? Does it mean she’s a lesbian? No! It means she’s a
gifted mechanic or athlete!

Let’s forget the blue and pink boxes and just open the gift
box that is each child and find out how God packed the gifts
and interests inside. Let’s celebrate God’s good design of
each child IN HIS IMAGE and affirm them as the child they are,
even if they don’t conform to stereotypes.

Can you imagine how freeing it would be to celebrate the full
spectrum of masculinity and femininity, and teach kids to
appreciate and celebrate it in each other?

Notes

1. I do realize that the plural of spectrum is spectra, but
most people don’t take five years of Latin like I did. For
those who wince at my coining a word, my apologies.
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