“Why Isn’t Jesus Called
Joshua?”

I was born of Jewish parents, but never confirmed in the
Jewish faith. I was baptized at a Billy Graham rally in 1952.

I have questioned why writings about Jesus in the first
century have not used his correct name (“Joshua” in English).
He would have been known as “Joshua ben Joseph.” He was a
teacher (Rabbi) who taught a reformed Judaism, later to be
called Christianity. He is believed to be the Messiah (Christ
in Greek).

I believe that the omission of these facts in most writings
about him have influenced many minds in the wrong
direction,such as anti Jewish sentiments.

What say you?

As you probably know, first century accounts of Jesus were
written in Greek using the term Incouvg [Iesous] which in fact
does translate back to the Hebrew name Joshua meaning Yahweh
is salvation. We get the English name Jesus from the Latin
translation of the Greek manuscripts by Jerome in the early
5th century. The typical Jewish naming convention Jesus
(Joshua) son of Joseph is used in Luke 4:22 and in John, but
the Greek-speaking gentiles preferred titles with theological
implications and moved quickly towards Jesus Christ or Christ
Jesus. Since Jesus and Joseph were common names in the first
century, early Christians sought to differentiate their Jesus
by using Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus, son of David, and of course
Jesus, Son of God.

As to whether or not this contributed to anti-Jewish
sentiments is difficult to say. Anti-Semitism, 1like most
social phenomena, is probably the result of a combination of
causes. However I admit that if more people understood and
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appreciated the Jewishness of Jesus it might serve to
ameliorate hostility towards Jews.

Sincerely,
Don Closson

© 2008 Probe Ministries

Spanish Feedback: “I Regret
My Abortion, We Must Fight
Iti’

Translated Spanish Q & A:
Dear Sirs:

I support the points you make in your article about abortion.
It is true..I'm telling you this because I had one. The
abortion happened when I was 21 years old and now I really
regret doing this. I have 2 children that show me how
beautiful it is to be a mother. When I think of what I did, I
feel very sad.

We definitely have to fight against abortion.
(“Definitivamente hay que luchar contra el aborto.”)

Dear friend,

I am so sorry to hear of your pain over your abortion. Do you
know that Jesus Christ offers you forgiveness and cleansing
for your sin? He cannot take away your choice, but He can take
away the guilt and the pain. The Bible tells us, If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
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to cleanse us of all unrighteousness. Jesus died on the cross
to pay the penalty for all of your sins, including abortion,
and then God raised Him from the dead. He is alive today and
wants to have a warm, love-filled relationship with you. For
more information, please see this article on The Most
Important Decision of Your Life at
www.ministeriosprobe.org/docs/decision mas _importante.html

Warmly,
Sue Bohlin

© 2008 Probe Ministries

“Did Jesus Preach
Immortality?”

Dear Probe, I have studied the Gospels. My question is: Did
Jesus Christ preach Immortality? If so for certain ones or for
all?

Thanks for your letter. Jesus taught that salvation (including
eternal life) was freely available to all men through faith in
Him alone (see John 3:16; 14:6). Technically, Jesus did not
preach the Greek doctrine of the immortality of the soul.
Rather, he taught that all men would be raised bodily from the
dead, some to glory and everlasting life, others to shame and
everlasting death in the lake of fire (See John 5:28-29;
Revelation 20:11-15). Of course, there 1is an intermediate
state between death and resurrection in which the physically
dead experience personal, conscious existence (presumably in a
disembodied state), but this is not man’s final state of
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existence. The final state is the resurrection of the body.

I personally believe that Christ died for all men and that all
men are offered eternal life through faith in Him (See 1 Tim.
2:4-6; 2 Pet. 3:9). Unfortunately, not all men will avail
themselves of this gift. Therefore, some will be condemned to
eternal separation from God in the lake of fire (the second
death).

I hope this is helpful.
Shalom in Christ,
Michael Gleghorn

© 2008 Probe Ministries

“What Caused Lucifer (Satan)
to Fall?”

What caused Lucifer to sin? He didn’t eat of any tree so he
would inherit sin nature or knowledge of evil. Did Lucifer
have knowledge of good and evil when God created him, unlike
Adam who got the knowledge after eating the fruit? And one
more thing: Did Adam sin after eating the fruit or by eating
the fruit?

Thanks for your letter. The question about what caused the
fall of Satan is a difficult one. In 1 Timothy 3:6, Paul seems
to indicate that the sin of the devil was pride or conceit.
Although the passage is debated, some conservative scholars
believe that Ezekiel 28:11-19 may describe the fall of the
devil. The section is addressed to the “king” of Tyre. Notice
some of the things which are said in this passage. This “king”
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is said to have been “in Eden” (v. 13). He is called a
“cherub” (a type of angel) in vv. 14, 16. He 1is described as
“blameless” from the day of his creation, until he sinned (vv.
15-16). His sin seems to have been that of pride or conceit
(v. 17). ALl of these descriptions are consistent with the
“king” being Satan.

However, other scholars believe that Ezekiel 1is just using
hyperbolic language to describe the arrogance of the human
ruler of Tyre. Everyone agrees that the human ruler is in view
in vv. 1-10. The question concerns the referent in vv. 11-19.

We are simply not told whether Satan had any knowledge of good
and evil before his fall into sin. However, until his sin, he
could not have had any experiential knowledge of evil because
he was created perfect and holy.

God’s prohibition against eating from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil occurs in Genesis 2:16-17. There
Adam is told “in the day that you eat from it you shall surely
die” (v. 17). As we read chapter 3, the sin seems to take
place upon eating from the tree. It is this act which violated
God’'s prohibition. This seems clear to me from verses like
3:7, 11, 17.

Hope this is helpful.
Shalom in Christ,
Michael Gleghorn

© 2008 Probe Ministries



“Do You Have Articles on
Losing Your Salvation?”

My friend believes it is possible to lose your salvation. He
believes if you are in sin or sinning at the point of your

death

and have not had a chance to repent you will not go to

heaven. Do you have any articles on this?

We cover that issue in several answers to email:

“Can_a Christian Lose His Salvation?”

“How Can You Say I Can’'t Lose My Salvation?”

“Can a True Believer Commit the Unforgiveable Sin?”

“Is God Punishing Me Because I Committed the
Unforgiveable Sin?”

“I Fear I Have Committed the Unforgivable Sin!”

“What is the ‘Sin Unto Death’?” [Jimmy Williams]

“What is the ‘Sin Unto Death’?” [Michael Gleghorn]

“How Can I Know I'm Going to Heaven?”

“Were Those Who Fell Away Ever Saved or Did They Lose
Their Salvation?”

“Does Jesus’ Vine/Branches Discourse in John 15 Mean You
Can Lose Your Salvation?”

“What About Believers Who Stop Believing in Christ?”

Hope you find this helpful.

Sue Bohlin

© Probe Ministries 2008, updated 2025
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“Wicca 1s Not a False
Religion!”

You sound like a very knowledgable person but when I was
searching the web and came upon your website I was not angry
but I wanted to email you and explain something about the
young girl someone took in. Well when you said that Wicca is a
false religion you are quite mistaken. Wicca is another word
or newer version of Paganism which is actually a very old and
sacred religion. Paganism was even hundreds of years before
Christianity. I am not sending this to you as hate mail but as
a young pagan teen who is very tired of religious people
saying that we need help. I would very much appreciate if you
refrain from speaking about or making false accusations about
other religions who do not agree with you.

Thank you for the respectful, gentle way in which you
disagreed. I appreciate that so very much!! That says
something lovely about you.

My statement about Wicca being a false religion 1is from a
perspective that believes it is opposed to the one true
religion. I do realize that may sound arrogant and foolish,
and it absolutely would be if Christianity (with its roots in
Judaism) were a man-made religion. But it is the one way of
connecting with God that originates with Him. ALl man-made
religions, including paganism and Wicca, are the result of man
trying to find his way to God, or to various kinds of
spirituality. The Judeo-Christian story is God reaching down
to and communicating with us, and actually becoming one of us.
I do know that Wiccans and pagans worship the creation. But
how did that creation get here? It makes sense to worship the
one who created it! (And us.)

I do understand that this is a time for you to search out what
you believe and how you want to live your life. You are
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obviously a smart, thoughtful young lady; I hope you are wise
enough to receive this piece of wisdom. As you work your way
through this very important part of growing up, don’t merely
look for what works; look for what is true.

Blessings to you,
Sue Bohlin
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“Is God Punishing Me With
Singleness?”

At times I feel tormented regarding sexual issues. I was 21
when I got saved and still a virgin. I committed at that time
to be obedient to God’s sexual standards. For 27 years I have
prayed for marriage and family. I am now 48 and still a
virgin. There have been times over the years that the God-
given(?) sexual feelings were just tortuous. However, God has
not answered my prayers for marriage.

Even though I know that I am within God’s will, I feel
tremendous shame because I feel 1like I’'m just not
good/attractive enough to attract a husband. I look at other
women who have husbands and/or children and I just feel like I
am defective compared to them.

Also, it seems that plenty of people have premarital sex with
impunity and that the way to get a husband is to fornicate
(This is what I see demonstrated). Also, a church in my area
is going to great lengths this Mother’s Day to celebrate and
honor single mothers. Those of us who waited and those of us
who did it right and married before having children are
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expected to serve and bless the single mothers, most of whom
are single mothers by choice. This just kind of makes me feel
like my choice is silly.

I even kind of blame God for making me unattractive so that
men won’'t want me. I just feel so much shame, torment, and low
self-esteem. I feel like God might be punishing me or playing
games with me.

I am so sorry. That is a very difficult burden to bear. And
you are not alone! Proverbs says, “Hope deferred makes the
heart sick” (13:12), and there are a lot of heartsick people
who would so love a spouse and children, but it hasnt
happened.

It sounds like you may have been listening to the enemy’s
slanderings about God-that He is not good, and He does not
really love you, and He is withholding goodies from you
because He is capricious. In order to live in peace with your
life as it is, may I respectfully suggest that it starts with
learning to “live loved,” as the author of The Shack puts it?
I suggest that you pray every day, “Lord, show me how You love
me.” And be looking for the various ways in which He shows His
love to you. It is essential to seek God’s help in being
content; otherwise, we can turn into grumpy, critical, self-
pitying people that others dont want to be around. An
“attitude of gratitude” goes a long way in embracing life as
it is instead of focusing on what we DONT have. Thats why I
strongly encourage people to keep a gratitude journal,
recording three things every day for which we can thank the
Lord.

I do understand shame, and lived with a “shame disability” for
many years before God set me free from it when I accepted His
gift of His acceptance, as well as the gift of self-
acceptance. I pray you will receive this gift as well,
learning to embrace His love for you and see the many ways in
which He communicates His love and delight in you, every day.



Sue Bohlin
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“God DISPATCHES Evil Instead
of Sending It”

Why don’t you teach that Isaiah 45:7 is the simple
mistranslation it is? Otherwise, without untangling this one
verse, one is left with a god of darkness and evil rather than
the God of light and peace.

Isaiah 45:7 I form the light, and DISPATCH darkness: I make
peace, and DISPATCH ADVERSITY: I the LORD do all these things.

Thanks for your letter. I'm assuming you are referring to a
previous email response of mine, “Is God the Creator of
Evil?”. I did, of course, refer the person to what I consider
to be a better translation of this verse.

However, the difficulty with the version you have cited is,
quite simply, that it offers a rather unlikely translation.
The Hebrew term in this verse primarily means “create.” It is
the same term used in Genesis 1:1 to describe God’s creation
of the heavens and the earth.

According to the Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon, there are 54
occurrences of this term in the 0ld Testament. The AV
translates as “create” 42 times, “creator” three times,
“choose” twice, “make” twice, “cut down” twice, “dispatch”
once, “done” once, and “make fat” once. But its primary
meaning, as any good lexicon will note is to create, shape,
form.
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Thus, I still think it’s better to point out that, in its
original context, the passage is an affirmation of the
sovereignty of God over whatever happens in the world. Nothing
happens apart from His will or permission. That includes
whatever calamities or natural disasters occur. And while I
would agree with you that God is not the cause of any moral
evil in the world, the Bible still affirms that He 1is
sovereign over whatever moral evil occurs. So you can prefer
the version you cite if you want, but it takes a minority view
on how this passage should be translated (as a simple
comparison of different versions will quickly reveal).

Shalom in Him,
Michael Gleghorn
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“Is A Course 1n Miracles
Heretical? How Do I Talk to
My Friend Who Believes It?”

My friend says he believes in “A Course in Miracles.” I’ve
been trying to help him to start to read the Bible instead so
he sees the truth about Jesus. I’'ve read your article that
says the Course is anti-biblical and the work of an evil
spirit.

I wonder now if this text is heretical also—not only anti-
biblical? Also I’'d be happy if you would describe more what
heretical really mean according to the Bible. Because I think
that I've read in the Bible that we shouldn’t associate with
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people who are heretics.

I really would be glad if my friend would become a christian
who believes in Jesus Christ described in the Bible. So I'm
wondering what attitude I should have towards him. I’ve read
about Paul who in his apologetical work in Athens speaks about
the unknown God worshipped in Athens. Is a similar approach
good in this case? To speak about that all the love he wants
is in fact in the Biblical Jesus?

Or is it better to simply declare that I believe ACIM is the
work of evil? But if it’s heretical-can I associate with him
more than to just state my faith in order to help come to
believe in the Biblical Jesus Christ?

Thank you for your inquiry regarding A Course 1in Miracles as
it relates to heresy. Allow me to give you a definition of
heresy from which I tend to operate. I trust you will find it
adequate! A heresy is a crime of perception—-an act of seeing
something that, according to some custodian of reality, is not
truly there. Heresy, therefore, 1is always relative to an
orthodoxy.

In the case of ACIM it is a heresy of orthodox Christianity.
That is to say that the teachings of The Course are opposed to
biblical orthodoxy. An example would be that The Course
teaches that “no one is punished for their sins, and the Sons
of God are not sinners” (p. 88). The Bible teaches a different
understanding of man and his relationship to sin. Romans 3:10
tells us that no one is righteous. Romans 3:23 tells us that
all have sinned. The word all is all inclusive—-it means
everyone, no one is exempt. We have all sinned. Our sin has
separated us from God (Isaiah 59:2).

Another example that clearly shows us how different or
unorthodox The Course is related to the Bible is the idea that
“the separation is a faulty formulation of reality, with no
effect at all” (p. 241). Ephesians 2: 1-3 tells us that we



were dead in our transgressions and sins. Spiritual death is
to be separated from God. Without God’s intervention those of
us who are without God are destined to eternal death. The
Course erroneously teaches that we are not really separated
from God, but that our perceived separation is a faulty
understanding of who we really are—we are One! There 1is no
separation. The Bible, on the other hand, is quite clear—we
are self-deceiving if we do not recognize our sin and its
result, our separation from a holy Creator God.

There are numerous other examples that could be pointed out as
opposing teachings between the two texts (The Course and the
Bible); some are included in my article. According to Helen
Schucman The Course was given to her by Jesus. She sat in a
trance state and auto-wrote what he dictated. However, the
teachings of Ms. Schucman’s “Jesus” are diametrically opposed
to the teachings of Jesus in the Bible. Therefore, if we view
the Bible as being orthodox (Truth), then we would by
definition consider the teachings of The Course as heresy. In
other words we have two Jesuses at play. One as represented by
Ms. Schucman in The Course and another as revealed in the
scriptures—the Bible: an authentic Jesus as the Bible reveals
and a false “Jesus” found in the pages of ACIM.

The Law of Non-contradiction comes into play at this point.
The Law of Non-contradiction simply states that two opposing
statements cannot be true at the same time. They can be true
at one point in history, but not concurrently. It also says
that two opposing views can both be in error or that one of
the two may be correct, but once again they both cannot be
true at the same time. In our case we believe the Bible to be
True and since the Bible teaches doctrine that opposes the
teachings found in ACIM then The Course must be in error and
exemplifies false teaching. The “Jesus” of ACIM is a false
Christ (see Matthew 24: 20-24).

In regards to your concern whether you should continue your
relationship or friendship with a friend who accepts ACIM as a



legitimate teaching of Jesus, allow me to make a brief
comment. I would continue to interact with them and allow them
to share their thoughts. If they showed a desire to continue
seeking God’s Truth I would lovingly point out to them the
discrepancies between the two texts. Once I had established
the inconsistencies between the two I would then attempt to
help my friend come to an awareness of the Law of Non-
contradiction. Once I have had success regarding the above I
would, then, begin a discussion concerning the trustworthiness
of the scriptures. I would recommend Josh McDowell’'s text The
New Evidence that Demands a Verdict. It can be found at your
local Christian bookstore or on Amazon.com. It is well worth
the read and it will be a tremendous resource for you in
sharing with your friend. [Ed. note: Also check out the
“Reasons to Believe” section of the Probe website.]

If your friend, on the other hand, is not open to dialoguing
and openly sharing his or her thoughts and beliefs about The
Course and God’s revealed Word then I would reconsider another
course of action. I would remain open to them and offer my
friendship, but they would not be my confidant or my closest
of friends. I would be cordial and agreeable as long as they
continued to show an openness concerning their knowing God’s
Truth. I believe Paul’s example on Mars Hill 1is highly
instructive for us and how we might proceed in sharing our
faith with someone who stands outside orthodoxy.

I pray that you would have God’s favor as you share your faith
with your friend. May the Holy Spirit guide and direct your
ways as you make Him known to those whom you come into
contact.

Blessings,

Russ Wise
Christian Information Ministries
www.christianinformation.org
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“Would Clones Have Souls?”

If we were ever able to clone humans, would they have souls?

This is a common and important question. The tough part 1is
that we don’'t know for certain the origin of individual souls.
One view in theology is a creationist view that supposes that
God individually creates each new soul some time after
fertilization or perhaps even just before fertilization
(Jeremiah 1:5). Another view suggests that something in the
union of sperm and egg contributes to the origin of the soul.
However the Bible does not give us direct testimony one way or
the other. We do know that identical twins form when the early
embryo—in the 2-8 cell stage—-somehow divides completely in
two. If sperm and egg were necessary for each individual, then
only one person from an identical twin pair would have a soul
and the other would be soulless. I think we can all agree that
that doesn’t make sense. So I assume a clone would have a soul
since it is a form of technological twinning.

I hope that helps. An interesting question to ask is, What if
clones did not have souls and were biologically viable? You
would face the possibility of having a homo sapiens standing
in front of you with no soul. If so, how would you know they
didn’t have a soul? The question is not as easy to answer as
you might expect.

Respectfully,
Ray Bohlin, Ph.D.
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