Jesus: The Divine Xerox – Reasons to Believe
Probe’s founder Jimmy Williams provides a compelling set of reasons to believe that Jesus is in fact
the Son of God. By asking questions one would expect of God on this earth, we see that Jesus is the
only one who fulfills them all. Jesus’ characteristics are His own apologetic.
You know, today when you walk across the campus and begin to talk about the New Testament, the
claims of Christ, and how He is relevant to high school or college life, often you get this expression
of amazement, as if you have committed intellectual suicide, because you actually believe His claims.
Some tell us that becoming a Christian involves a blind leap with little or no evidence to support it.
In fact, the blinder the leap and the more lacking the evidence, the more noble the faith. It is
certainly true that any philosophy or belief cannot be proved; I would not try and insult anyone’s
intellect by saying I could prove to him that Jesus Christ is God. However, I think when we look into
the history of this unique person, we see some things that have to grasp the mind of any thinking
man and impress upon him the strong consideration that Jesus may be who He claimed to
be…namely, God incarnate in human flesh.
Now whatever we may say about Jesus Christ, most everyone would agree that in the person of
Christ we view one of the most unique personalities of all the centuries—whether He is God or not.
The unbeliever, atheist, Moslem, Hindu and Buddhist alike all generally agree on this one central
fact, that Jesus Christ is indeed a unique personality.
Here was a man born of a peasant woman in an obscure village. He grew up in another obscure
military camp town where He worked as a carpenter’s son. He never wrote a book; He possessed
neither wealth nor influence. He never ran for political office; He never went more than 200 miles
from His home town; He never even entered a big city. In infancy He startled a king; in childhood He
puzzled doctors; in manhood He ruled the course of nature and hushed the sea to sleep. During the
last three years of His life He became an itinerant preacher, roaming the land of His birth, healing
the sick and comforting the poor. At the end of this three years of ministry the tide of public opinion
began to turn against Him. He was betrayed by one of His closest friends and arrested for disturbing
the status quo. All of His followers deserted Him; one denied Him three times. He went through six
trials, each of which was a mockery of jurisprudence. Prior to one of the trials He was beaten to the
point of death with leather strips imbedded with studs of iron. A crown of thorns was then rammed
down upon His head, tearing the flesh so that blood poured down the side of His face. The Roman
procurator officiating at His trial was nervous. The uniqueness of this man made Pilate want to wash
his hands of the whole affair. But the crowds cried for His death.
As the Roman procurator brought this insignificant, now mutilated and beaten carpenter’s son
before the crowds, he hurled a challenge to them which has resounded across twenty centuries: he
said, “Behold the man.” Pilate was impressed. He had never before seen such quiet dignity, intrepid
courage, noble majesty. Never had any other who had stood before his bar carried himself as this
One. The Roman was deeply impressed, and avowed his captor’s uniqueness. But the mob shouted,
“Crucify Him.” So He was taken outside the gates of the city and nailed to a cross to die the death of
a common criminal.
Yet the story doesn’t end here. For something happened after that strange, dark day that has
changed the entire course of human history. He came forth from the tomb in resurrection power. His
greatness has never been paralleled. He never wrote a book, yet all the libraries of the country could
not hold the books that have been written about Him. He never wrote a song, and yet He has
furnished the theme for more songs that all the songwriters combined. He never founded a college,

but all the schools put together cannot boast of having as many students. Every seventh day the
wheels of commerce cease their turning and multitudes wind their way to worshiping assemblies to
pay homage and respect to Him. The names of the past proud statesmen of Greece and Rome have
come and gone. The names of the past scientists, philosophers, and theologians have come and gone,
but the name of this man abounds more and more. Though over 1900 years lie between the people of
this generation and the time of His crucifixion, He still lives. Herod could not destroy Him, and the
grave could not hold Him. He stands forth upon the highest pinnacle of heavenly glory.
Still today He is the cornerstone of history, the center of human progress. I would be well within the
mark when I say that all the armies that have ever marched, all the navies that have ever sailed, all
the parliaments that have ever sat, and all of the kings that have ever reigned, put together, have
not influenced the course of man’s life on this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life, Jesus
of Nazareth. History has been called His story. He split time: B.C., before Christ; A.D., Anno Domini,
in the year of our Lord.{1}
When, some 20 centuries ago, Pontius Pilate said, “Behold the man,” I doubt that he had any idea of
who it was that stood before him. He certainly wouldn’t have dreamed that this humble peasant
would launch a movement (indeed, already had) that would change the course of Western
civilization. In view of the claims that He made and the impact He had upon history, it behooves us
to “Behold the man.” Who was He? Those who knew Him best were convinced that He was God.
What do you say? I am convinced that the only reasonable conclusion that can be drawn from a fair
examination of the evidence is that He was and is, indeed, God, the Saviour of the world. Let’s
consider some of these evidences together.
I would like to consider several lines of historical evidence that suggest that Jesus Christ is God. The
first line of evidence is:
Because the Hypothesis Fits the Facts.
Now what I would like to do in terms of presenting the first line of evidence for His claim that He is
God is to ask the question, “What would God be like, if God became a man?” If the facts about Jesus
Christ fit the answers to the above question—pre-eminently so, uniquely so, we will have offered
evidence, that He may be who He claimed to be. So I would like to suggest four things that I think
we would all agree would characterize God if God became a man.
If God were a man, we would expect His words to be the greatest words ever spoken.
What is great literature or great oratory? The masterpieces of one generation often appear stilted
and artificial to another. The words which endure are the words which have something to say about
that which is universal in human experience, that which doesn’t change with time.
Statistically speaking, the Gospels are the greatest literature ever written. They are read by more
people, quoted by more authors, translated into more tongues, represented in more art, set to more
music, than any other book or books written by any man in any century in any land. But the words of
Christ are not great on the grounds that they have such a statistical edge over anybody else’s words.
They are read more, quoted more, loved more, believed more, and translated more because they are
the greatest words ever spoken. And where is their greatness? Their greatness lies in the pure, lucid
spirituality in dealing clearly, definitively, and authoritatively with the greatest problems that throb
in the human breast; namely, Who is God? Does history have meaning? Does He love me? Does He
care for me? What should I do to please Him? How does He look at my sin? How can I be forgiven?
Where will I go when I die? How must I treat others?

This amazing purity of the words of Christ became more real to me in a forceful way while I was
studying the Greek language in graduate school. The New Testament is written in Greek. I was
taking a course called Rapid Greek Reading in which we did nothing but read the Greek New
Testament and recite in class. We read about eight pages of Greek a week or about the equivalent
timewise of 600 pages of English. We struggled night and day while reading the Gospels in order to
be able to read them out loud in class directly from the Greek text to our professor. It was
sometimes humorous to hear one another struggle with the text of Matthew or Luke. The interesting
thing was that when reading one of the Gospels aloud, we would stumble and toil with the sections
where Matthew was simply recounting narrative, but as soon as Matthew began to quote the words
of Christ the struggle ceased. His words were the easiest to translate. They were so simple and yet
profound. To labor with the narrative portions and then come to the words of Christ was like moving
from the intensity of the hurricane to the calm serenity of the eye of the storm. It was the difference
between sailing on rough tempestuous seas and on a glassy lake at eventide.
Certainly, no mere man could impregnate such simple words with such sublime thoughts. Consider
the volumes of truth stored up in the phrase, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you”{2}, and “Whosoever would find his life, must lose it”{3}. Libraries could be filled with works
which simply develop those concepts.
No other man’s words have the appeal of Jesus’ words. They are the kind of words we would expect
God to utter if God were a man.
The second line of evidence is:
If God were a man, we would expect Him to exert a profound power over human
personality.
One of the greatest impacts among human beings is the impact of personality upon personality. Most
human beings are rather ordinary in their impact upon other human beings. I can’t think of anyone
in my life whose personality has made an impact upon me; strong influence, yes, but impact, no.
Periodically in history a Churchill, Hitler, or a Caesar comes along and impact is made. Certainly, if
God were a man, His personality would be so dynamic it would have unprecedented impact on His
contemporaries. Is this the case with Jesus of Nazareth? We find most emphatically that it is.
Whether Jesus be man or God, whether the Gospels be mainly fiction or fancy, certainly a historic
person named Jesus made such an impact on a small band of men as to be unequaled by far in the
entire annals of the human race. Consider for a moment the historic nucleus from which Christianity
sprang: Peter, a weak-willed fisherman; John, a gentle dreamer; Thomas, who had a question mark
for a brain; Matthew, a taxcollector; a few peasants and a small cluster of emotional women. Now I
don’t want to minimize the character of these men, but seriously, does this rather heterogeneous
group of simple folk look like the driving force that could turn the Roman Empire upside down, so
that by 312 A.D., Christianity was the official religion of the Empire? Frankly they do not. The impact
of the personality of Christ upon these people turned them into flaming revolutionaries who
launched a movement that has changed the history of Western Civilization.
The amazing thing is that these men were the very ones who ate with Him, slept with Him, and lived
with Him for over three years and still concluded that He was God. How could a person live with
someone for that period of time and come to that conclusion unless it were a valid conclusion? You
could spend less than an hour with the greatest saint mankind has ever produced and be thoroughly
convinced that he was not God. How could you spend three years with a mere man and become
absolutely convinced that He was God, in fact, be so convinced that you would be willing to die a
martyr’s death to punctuate your belief? Listen for a moment to the traditional deaths of the
apostles: Matthew, martyred by the sword in Ethiopia; Mark, dragged through the streets of

Alexandria until dead; Luke, hanged on an olive tree in Greece; John, put in a caldron of boiling oil
but escaped death and died in exile on the island of Patmos; Peter, crucified upside down (he said he
wasn’t worthy to be crucified in the same manner as His Lord); James, beheaded in Jerusalem;
Philip, hanged against a pillar in Phrygia; James the Less, thrown from the pinnacle of the temple
and beaten to death down below; Bartholomew, flayed alive; Andrew, bound to a cross where he
preached to his persecutors till he died; Thomas, run through by a spear in India; Jude, shot to death
with arrows; Barnabas, stoned to death by Jews in Salonica; and Paul, beheaded at Rome by Nero.
Even more incredible is the fact that James and Jude, our Lord’s own brothers, believed that He was
God. You may for a time, be able to pull the wool over the eyes of those outside your own family, but
certainly your own brothers would not swallow such an unbelievable claim unless there were
unimpeachable reasons to do so.
Christ’s personality had a tremendous impact upon these men. And after nearly two thousand years
the impact is not at all spent. Daily there are people who have tremendous revolutionary experiences
which they attribute to personal encounters with Jesus Christ.
The personality of Jesus, then, is without parallel. It is unique and incomparable. Wherever He is, He
is the Master. When surrounded by hungry multitudes or by hating Pharisees, when questioned by
clever theologians or besought by stricken sinners, whether examined by stupid disciples or by a
Roman governor, He is the Master.
If God were robed in human flesh, then He would possess a personality that would have
revolutionary impact, indeed, unique impact, upon His contemporaries. Like no other man in history,
Jesus made that kind of unique and revolutionary impact.
If God were a man, we would expect supernatural acts.
If God were a man, not only would we expect His words to be the greatest ever spoken, and the
impact of His personality to be unique, but we would also expect that His life would be characterized
by wonderful deeds. We would expect Him to do the things that only God could do. Now obviously
the very act of God becoming a man involves something supernatural. But if God became a man, it
makes sense that He was going to convince men that He was indeed who He claimed to be, that men
deserved to see Him do things that only God could do—namely miracles, suspensions of natural law.
Everything about the life of Jesus Christ confronts us with the miraculous. At the outset of His
ministry He appeared at a wedding feast and turned water into wine. He demonstrated His power
over disease by healing the nobleman’s son and the lame man at the pool of Bethsaida and many
more. He fed 5000 people and said, “I am the bread of life.” He walked on the water. He claimed to
be the light of the world; then He healed a man who had been blind since birth. Once of His most
startling claims was made to the despondent sister of Lazarus (Lazarus had been dead for four days)
when He said, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Then He said, “Lazarus, come forth,” and the
dead man came out of the tomb. Someone has noted it was a good thing Jesus called Lazarus by
name or all the dead since the dawn of time would have come forth. When Christ made these
astounding claims, more than ordinary means were necessary to impress men with their
truthfulness.
Now there’s a funny kind of thinking going on today concerning miracles. It all started with a fellow
by the name of Hume. Paradoxically, this may surprise you, Hume was an orthodox Christian. But,
Hume said some things about miracles that have been used as an attack on miracles. Hume argued
that miracles are the most improbable of all events. Ever since Hume’s essay, it has been believed
that historical statements about miracles are the most intrinsically improbable of all historical
statements. Now, what then is the basis of probability? What makes a miracle a more probable or a
less probable event? Hume says, and so do other secular critics today, that probability rests upon

what may be called the majority vote of our past experiences. The more often a thing is known to
happen, the more probable it is that it should happen again; and the less often, the less probable. He
goes on to say, the majority vote of our past experience is firmly against miracles. There is in fact,
“uniform experience” against miracles. A miracle is, therefore, the most improbable of all events. It
is always more probable that the witnesses were lying or mistaken than that a miracle occurred.
Now here is the foolishness in Hume’s whole argument. We must agree with Hume that if there is
absolutely “uniform experience” against miracles, if they have never occurred, then there is no such
thing as a miracle. But, that is exactly the point in question. Is there absolute uniform experience
against miracles? We only know that the majority vote of past experience is against miracles if we
know that all reports of miracles are false. And, we can know all the reports to be false only if we
know already that miracles have never occurred. This is a circular argument. Let me repeat it again.
The critic of miracles today says with Hume, “We know that all historical reports of miracles are
false because miracles never happen, and we know that miracles never happen because all historical
reports of them are false.” Get that? We know that miracles have never happened, because all
reported instances of them are false, and we know that all reported instances of them are false (such
as the Bible) because we know that miracles never happen.
Very frequently today we hear or get the impression that brilliant scholars, after examining all the
evidence, have scientifically proven that miracles never happen. This is totally untrue. The rejection
of the miraculous is not their conclusion; it is their starting point, their presupposition. It’s
interesting to note that as you study the literature of the first and second century, even some of the
literature of the critics of Christianity grant the miracles. In fact, it was not until the 19th century
that the major attacks against the miracles began when the omniscient modern critics got on the
scene and began to look back 2,000 years and say miracles never happened. But, the attackers of
the first century generally grant them. In Jesus and His Story by Ethelbert Stauffer, a professor of
New Testament at the University of Erlangen—and not an evangelical scholar—cites the following:
“In 95 A.D. Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus of Lydda speaks of Jesus’ magic arts.”{4} “In 100
A.D.—Jewish ritual denunciation—’Jesus practiced magic and led Israel astray.”‘{5}
In the second century (according to F. F. Bruce) Celsus, a philosophic critic of Christianity,
acknowledged his miracles but attributed them to sorcery.{6}
Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, also acknowledges the fact that Jesus performed miracles
in his Antiquities of the Jews. A basic principle of evaluation of evidence states that when enemies
agree on a common point, it may be regarded as certain that the point is commonly accepted.
Stauffer states this with clarity in Jesus and His Story:
The sharper the clash, the wider the gulf, the more vital does this alteration of testimony
and counter-testimony become to the historical investigator. For if a confrontation of
witnesses yields statements that agree on some points, then these points must represent
facts accepted by both sides.{7}
In addition to the testimony of the secular historians, we have in the four gospel documents
themselves, the personal testimony of hundreds of eyewitnesses that the miracles of Christ are true
events. All of the evidence we have indicates that He is indeed God manifest in the flesh.
If God were a man, we would expect Him to be sinless and incomparably holy and divine.
Here lies, perhaps, one of the most convincing evidences for the deity of Christ. No man has ever
lived such a noble, pure, and sinless life. Those who knew Him for three years, said “He was without

sin.”{8} The Roman centurion commented as Christ hung on the cross, “Surely, this was the Son of
God.”{9} Paul, the brilliant intellect of the first century, perceived, “He knew no sin.”{10} Pilate
called Him, “that just man,” and said, “I find no fault in Him.”{11} He Himself claimed to be sinless
and challenged the religious leaders of His day to find fault in Him.{12}
There is no comparison between the person of Christ and the most saintly of the saints of the human
race. To them confession of sin and painfully laborious efforts toward saintliness were daily fare. In
fact, the closer they came to God, the more vivid became their consciousness of their sinfulness.
But Jesus never appears to us as One who struggled to obtain saintliness. He never felt the need to
confess a sin, and yet He pointed out the sin in others and urged them to confess. Christ never
admitted a need of repentance. We can’t even imagine Him dying the death of saintly Augustine of
daily confession and repentance. Jesus possessed perfect sinlessness and purity, not by struggle,
privation, asceticism, or pilgrimage. It was by His birth and nature.
The greatest saints of other religions are not even in the same category as Christ. Mohammed, for
instance, was apparently a neurotic. Gandhi, whom many have acclaimed as the most saintly man of
the century, does not even compare with Jesus Christ. Gandhi himself claimed that he didn’t even
know God and that the reason for it was his own sinfulness. He said, “It is a constant source of
sorrow to me that I am so far separated from the one whom I know to be my very life and being; and
it is my own wretchedness and sin that separates me from him.”{13} How different this is from the
words of Jesus, “I and the Father are one,”{14} or “He who has seen me has seen the Father,”{15}
or even more direct, “All men should honour me, even as they honour the Father. He that does not
honour me does not honour the Father which sent me.”{16} Can you even imagine Calvin, Luther,
Paul, or any other great saint making a claim such as this? Frankly, I cannot.
Jesus Christ is not a great man among great men. He is uniquely the greatest man of all history. His
divine quality of life can be verified from the mouth of the atheist, infidel, and unbeliever, not to
mention the enormous testimony from the Christian Church. Thinking men the world over who have
examined the evidence will all agree that Jesus of Nazareth is the greatest personality of the
centuries. He is the greatest teacher, leader, and influence for good in the history of the human
race.
Rousseau, the French Deist said of him,
If the life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, the life and death of Jesus were
those of a God. Shall we say the Gospel history is mere invention. My friend, it is not
such that men invent. And the facts concerning Socrates, of which no one entertains any
doubt, are less attested than those concerning Jesus Christ.{17}
He goes on to say a little later that “the facts concerning Jesus of Nazareth are so striking, so
amazing, so utterly inimitable, that the invention of them would be more astonishing than the
hero.”{18}
Byron, the profligate poet, whose philosophy of life was eat, drink, and be merry said, “If ever a man
were God, or God were man, Jesus was both.”{19}
Renan, the skeptic, Who wrote a classic life of Christ in which he tried to prove the myth of the
Gospels, nevertheless concluded with this last line: “Whatever surprises the future may bring, one
thing is certain, Jesus will never be surpassed.”{20}

When exiled on the lonely isle of St. Helena, the emperor Napoleon was once discussing Christ with
General Bertrand, a faithful officer who had followed him into banishment and who did not believe in
the deity of Jesus. Napoleon said,
I know men, and I tell you that Jesus Christ is not a man. Superficial minds see a
resemblance between Christ and the founders of empires and the gods of other religions.
That resemblance does not exist. There is between Christianity and whatever other
religions, the distance of infinity. Everything in Christ astonishes me. His spirit overawes
me, and His will confounds me. Between Him and whoever else in the world, there is no
possible term of comparison. He is truly a being by Himself.{21}
If God were a man, we would expect Him to be sinless and incomparably Holy and Divine. We see
that the hypothesis fits the facts of the life of Jesus Christ. Should we now conclude something other
than Jesus is God? The Apostle John said, “No man has ever seen God, but the only begotten Son,
who is at the Father’s side, has made Him known.”{22} Jesus is the Divine Xerox of the invisible
God. The Original is invisible, but His earthly Reproduction is visible for all to behold in the
unprecedented life of Jesus of Nazareth.
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