Same Sex Marriage: A Facade of Normalcy
Sue Bohlin takes a look at the arguments for same sex marriage and finds them lacking from a
Christian, biblical worldview perspective. She explains that those pushing for same sex marriage
have redefined it into something it never was and was never intended to be.

What’s Marriage For?
In any discussion on same sex marriage, we need to start at the beginning: What is marriage is for,
anyway? Marriage begins a family. The family is the basic building block of society. It has always
been this way from Adam and Eve down to today.
Man did not invent marriage; God did. He invented and ordained marriage as the foundation for all
human society when He gave Eve to Adam and pronounced them man and wife. Marriage is one of
those institutions that is found in every human culture. Across the globe and across the ages,
marriage has always been defined the same way: one man and one woman in a committed
relationship, providing a safe place to bear and raise children. I would suggest that since this
pattern for marriage applies to all cultures and all times, this indicates that God is its inventor and
creator. It’s such an intrinsic part of the way we relate to each other that even those who have lost
track of the story of the true God (the non-Judeo-Christian cultures) still practice marriage according
to the pattern God designed: one man and one woman in a committed relationship, providing a safe
place to bear and raise children.
God has woven “marriage into human nature so that it serves two primary purposes throughout all
societies.”{1} The first is the way men and women were created to complement each other.
Marriage balances the strengths and weaknesses of masculinity and femininity. Women help civilize
men and channel their sexual energy in productive rather than destructive ways. Men protect and
provide for women—and any children they produce together.
Marriage is built on a basic building block of humanity—that we exist as male and female. The
strong benefit of marriage as God intended it is that males and females are designed with profound
and wonderful differences, and these differences are coordinated in marriage so that each
contributes what the other lacks.{2}
The second purpose of marriage is producing, protecting, and providing for children. Marriage
ensures that children have the benefits of both mother and father. Each gender makes a unique and
important contribution to children’s development and emotional health, and marriage provides the
best possible environment for children to thrive as they enjoy the benefits of masculinity and
femininity.
Those who are pushing for same sex marriage don’t see marriage this way. They seek to redefine it
as a way to get society’s stamp of approval on their sexual and emotional relationships, and a way to
secure financial and other benefits. Both of these reasons are about the adults, not about children.
Both reasons are driven by the philosophy of “How can I get what I want? How can I be happy?” It’s
a very self-centered movement.
Many homosexuals want the right to marry only because it confers society’s ultimate stamp of
approval on a sexual relationship—not because they want to participate in the institution of
marriage.

Why Same Sex Relationships Are Wrong
Let’s look at several reasons (though not an exhaustive list by any means) that same sex
relationships are wrong.
First, homosexuality is an attempt to meet legitimate needs in illegitimate, ungodly ways. We all
have God-given heart hungers to feel loved and known and validated—to feel that we matter. God
intends for us to have those needs met first by our parents and then by our peers, but sometimes
something goes wrong. People find themselves walking around with a gaping, aching hole in their
souls, longing to make the connections that didn’t happen when they were supposed to, earlier in
their lives. From both the women and the men that I know who are dealing with unwanted
homosexuality, I hear the same thing: “I just want to be held, I just want to be known, I just want to
be special to someone.” But turning to homosexual or lesbian relationships to get those needs met is
not God’s intention for us.
Second, same sex relationships are outside of (and fall far short of) God’s created intention for sex.
God made us male and female, designed to complement each other physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. Two men or two women coming together can never live out God’s intent for His creation.
The biology of our gender shows us that same sex relationships don’t work, but opposite sex
relationships do. It is unwise to ignore the obvious about how the pieces fit, or don’t fit, as the case
may be.
Third, marriage is an earthbound illustration of the mystery of Christ and the church.{3} There is a
mystical unity of two very different, very other beings coming together as one. Only the profound
differences of man and woman display this mystery. “If the man represents Christ and the woman
represents the church, then a male to male partnering would be, in essence, a symbolic partnering
of God with Himself apart from His people. Likewise, a lesbian relationship would become a
symbolic partnering of God’s people without Him. Either option is incomplete, unnatural, and
abhorrent.”{4}
Fourth, same sex relationships are idolatrous. In Romans 1, Paul describes the downward spiral of
people who worship the creature instead of the Creator. When God says intimate relationships with
people of the same sex are forbidden, and people insist on pursuing them anyway, they have
elevated something else to the position of a god. It could be the other person, or sexual pleasure, or
even just one’s own feelings, but all these things become idols because they are more important than
anything else, including God.
Homosexual and lesbian relationships are wrong because God designed us for something far better.
The nature of the gospel is to bring transformation to every aspect of a believer’s life, and many
people have discovered the “something better.” (See my article, “Can Homosexuals Change?“)

The Differences Between Heterosexual and Homosexual Relationships
Sometimes you hear gays or lesbians say, “We’re just like anybody else. We have two kids, a dog, a
mortgage, and we worry about the economy. We just don’t want anybody telling us who we can
love.” My friend Brady, who used to be part of that gay sub-culture, calls the homosexual lifestyle “a
façade of normalcy.” And it is only a façade.
Consider the huge variance in the stability of relationships. Despite a high divorce rate, 57% of
heterosexual marriages last over twenty years.{5} The average length of homosexual relationships
is two to three years.{6} Only 5% of them last 20 years.{7}

And consider the issue of promiscuity. In heterosexual marriages, over three-fourths of the men and
88% of the women remain faithful to their marriage vows.{8} Most sexually active gay men are
promiscuous, engaging hundreds of sexual partners over a lifetime.{9}
The concept of a committed relationship is very different for the two groups. Most heterosexual
couples are faithful and stable. When homosexual men are in what they call a “committed”
relationship, this usually includes three to five outside partners each year.{10} Rev. Troy Perry,
founder of the Metropolitan Community Church, told the Dallas Morning News, “Monogamy is not a
word the gay community uses. . . . We talk about fidelity. That means you live in a loving, caring,
honest relationship with your partner. Because we can’t marry, we have people with widely varying
opinions as to what that means. Some would say that committed couples could have multiple sexual
partners as long as there’s no deception. Each couple has to decide.”{11}
In Holland, which legalized gay marriage in 2001, the average is eight outside partners.{12} One
study of gay men who had been together for over five years could not find one single monogamous
relationship.{13} Not one!
Women in lesbian relationships often stay together not because they want to, but because they’re
stuck financially and emotionally. “I heard one speaker say at a Love Won Out conference, “We
don’t have partners, we have prisoners.” Of course, that’s not universally true, but over the years of
walking toward Jesus with women who were no longer in lesbian partnerships, I have heard over and
over, “We didn’t know how to do life apart from each other.”
Heterosexuals live longer, happier lives. Sexually active homosexual men live a dangerous and
destructive lifestyle. They are at huge risk for contracting AIDS, and run a much higher risk of
sexually transmitted diseases than straight men. The gay community experiences three times more
alcoholism and drug abuse,{14} and much more promiscuity and domestic violence than the straight
world.{15} Gay men can expect to live twenty years less than their straight neighbors.{16}
And finally, a home with a mom and a dad is the best possible place for children. Homosexual
parents put kids at risk. The American College of Pediatrics discovered that children raised by gay
parents tend to be more dissatisfied with their own gender, suffer a greater rate of molestation in
the family, have homosexual experiences more often, and are encouraged to experiment in
dangerous, destructive lifestyle choices.{17}
Please hear me: We’re commenting on the extremely high-risk behavior that is part and parcel of a
homosexual lifestyle. That’s not the same thing as condemning the people who engage in it. A
homosexual lifestyle is a façade of normalcy, but it can be changed.

Answering Arguments for Same Sex Marriage
Let’s look at several arguments being offered for same sex marriage.
The first is that marriage will encourage faithfulness and stability in volatile homosexual
relationships. But the nature of homosexual and lesbian relationships is broken to begin with. Two
broken people will not create a whole, healthy relationship. The best description I’ve ever heard of
same sex relationships is “one broken little boy looking for his daddy, connecting with another
broken little boy, looking for his daddy.” And the same is true of women. Neither a marriage license,
nor the approval of society, can fix the nature of a relationship that is irretrievably broken at its
core.

Another argument is that we need same sex marriage to insure hospital visitation. But it’s the
patient who decides. If he appoints his partner as a health-care proxy, even if he’s in a coma that
document will insure access to the hospital. We don’t need marriage for that. It’s a smokescreen.
A third argument is that we need same sex marriage to insure survivorship benefits. But that’s what
a will is for. You don’t need marriage for that.
Some say that we need same sex marriage for Social Security benefits. This is an interesting
argument, since Social Security benefits were created to address the financial inequity of father as
breadwinner and mother as stay-at-home caregiver. Homosexual relationships are usually twoincomes. It’s very rare to have one stay-at-home caregiver of the kids, since homosexual
relationships do not and cannot produce children naturally. When they do, they are borrowing from
God’s plan for creating families.
Then there’s the discrimination argument. There are really two issues that fall under this argument:
denied liberties and denied benefits.
Concerning the issue of denying the liberty to marry, this argument doesn’t hold water. Any person
can marry whoever he or she pleases, with certain restrictions that are true for everyone. You can’t
marry a child, a close blood relative, a person who is already married, or a person of the same sex.
These restrictions apply equally to everyone; there is no discrimination here. The problem is, some
people don’t like the restrictions.
True discrimination functions against an unchangeable identity, such as gender or color.
Homosexuality is a lifestyle, a chosen behavior. Even sexual orientation is changeable. It’s not easy,
but it is possible.
The other issue of discrimination is denied benefits. But benefits are granted to families because
society has an interest in providing a safe place for children to grow up and be nurtured. So the
government provides child-oriented benefits such as inheritance rights and tax relief to ease the
financial burden of children. Insurance policies and Social Security benefits provide for the money
gap between wage-earner and caregiver. These benefits are inherent to families. The essence of
marriage is about building families. Homosexual relationships cannot build families legitimately.
They have to borrow from heterosexual relationships or technology to create children.

Final Points to Consider
Joe Dallas draws on his wisdom and experience as a former homosexual to address the issue of same
sex marriage in his book When Homosexuality Hits Home. He provides some excellent points to
consider about this subject.{18}
We can recognize that people genuinely love each other, and we can respect their right to form a
partnership, even if we disagree with the nature of their partnership. We can say a relationship is
wrong without disrespecting or condemning the people in that relationship.
For example, look at the relationship between Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn. Tracy was a
married man when he met and fell in love with her. For decades they had a deeply committed and
affectionate relationship although they never married. Note two glaring and conflicting facts about
their relationship: it was adulterous, and therefore wrong, and they truly loved each other. You can
find a number of good things about their relationship, such as the way they respected each other
and cared deeply for each other and seemed to be good for each other. When we say it was morally

wrong, this does not deny the good things about their relationship. But to recognize the good things
does not change the fact that it was morally wrong. The two are not mutually exclusive.
With gay or lesbian couples, we can acknowledge that there may, indeed, be deep love and
commitment to each other. After all, humans have an amazing God-given capacity to love—even
outside the bounds of His design and commands. But God cannot and does not sanction homosexual
relationships, so we cannot either. We can respect those involved without capitulating to their
demands.
Redefining marriage is especially unacceptable to Christians, since it is spelled out in both
Testaments as a type of God’s relationship with His people. In the Old Testament, God is portrayed
as the husband of the nation of Israel, and in the New Testament, Jesus is the bridegroom of the
Church. Marriage is far more than a social construct that provides for the creation of new families. It
is a living parable that helps us to understand the dynamic, mysterious relationship between God
and His people. How can we redefine something that has such a deep, spiritual meaning? Even if
that were not part of the equation, we would still need to deal with the truth that marriage was
created by God, and we do not have the right to tinker with His creation.
The problem with same sex marriage is that it doesn’t work, it doesn’t fit, and it is an attempt to
make right something that is intrinsically, irretrievably wrong. God created us in His image as both
male and female, and intends that His full image be expressed as men and women come together in
designed complementarity. This is impossible in same sex marriage.
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