
Mind  Games  Camp  (radio
transcript)
Sue Bohlin

There’s one thing we do here at Probe that is my favorite part of ministry. Our
Student Mind Games Camp is a week-long, total immersion, give-it-all-we’ve-got
experience for high school and college students that changes minds and hearts
forever.

Beautiful Camp Copass in the Dallas-Ft. Worth area is surrounded by a lake on
three sides and it feels very secluded—even though it’s not far from the Dallas-Ft.
Worth airport, so students can easily fly in. We teach Christian students how to
think biblically on a wide range of subjects: understanding how others think as
they understand their worldviews, how they can know that Christianity is true,
creation and evolution, human nature, the differences between guys and girls, the
problem of evil and the value of suffering, campus Christianity, and even how to
watch  a  movie  with  their  brain  turned  on.  They  learn  about  Islam,  a
compassionate but biblical view of homosexuality, different views of science and
Earth-history, and genetic engineering.
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Returning campers get to experience what is always a highlight for our students,
a special alumni track with new lectures in an intimate, personal setting. The
alumni always tell the first-timers what an amazing difference it makes to come
back a second or even third time, because they get so much more out of the
conference than they ever thought possible.

The  Probe  teachers
don’t  just  give  the
lectures,  though;  we
continue  conversations
at meals where we eat
and  v i s i t  w i th  the
students  instead  of
each  other.  We  break
up  into  discussion
groups  to  help  the
students  process  what
they’re learning in the

sessions.  There is free time every afternoon and evening to hike,  swim, play
basketball or card games, read or nap. Or of course, just hang out with new
friends.

The students are delighted to meet other thinking Christians from all over the
country, students eager to think and grow in their faith as they learn to love God
with their minds together. They enjoy getting to know us as the instructors, too.
We’re not only available the whole week; we look for opportunities to engage in
conversations that will encourage and affirm what God is doing in the minds and
hearts of these precious young people.

We’ll be talking about Mind Games in this article, but you can go to our website,
Probe.org/mindgames, and check out our videos, a typical week’s schedule, and
lots of other information. In the next sections you’ll hear a little bit from several
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lecturers, and also from several of our Mind Games alumni.

Sneak Peek of Probe Lectures
Here are snippets from lectures of four of our Probe Mind Games instructors,
speaking on the Biology of Human Uniqueness, LGBT, Islam, and Nietzsche for
Beginners:

Dr. Ray Bohlin:

Fire is also necessary for creating tools, particularly metal tools. You have to be
able to heat metals to a really high temperature: copper, silver, gold—all their
melting temperatures are over a thousand degrees centigrade. So you have to get
a really hot fire to do that, and to be able to make the tools liquid, to make them
malleable. So you’ve got not only to be able to make a fire,  you have to be
intentional as to how you make a really hot fire.

Sue Bohlin:

What  I  really  love  is  my  title  for  this,  which  is  “Grace  and  Truth  About
Homosexuality,” because I think we need both. We need to be coming from a
heart  of  compassion  and  sympathy  and  understanding  for  the  sexual  and
relational  brokenness  that  results  in  homosexuality,  but  we  also  need  to  be
absolutely camped out on the truth of the Word of God.

Paul Rutherford:

The third of the five pillars of Islam is the giving of alms, what they call zakat. It’s
much similar to Christian charity, to giving to a church or giving to the poor;
Muslims likewise have a heart for their community, have a heart for those who
are down and out. This is the giving to “the least of these,” as Christians might
call it. The fourth pillar of Islam is Ramadan, and Ramadan is a fast. It is a month-
long fast. This is a time when they train themselves in discipline, of practicing not
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eating during the day, and when they train themselves in increasing their desire
for God, for Allah.

Todd Kappelman:

Adolph Hitler, when he was coming to power after 1939, he ordered just crates
and crates and crates of Thus Spake Zarathustra and would give to his captains
and his commanders and everything, and we believe by this action in some of
Hitler’s own words that he saw himself to be the inheritor of much of Nietzsche’s
philosophy and especially the aspect of the overman, the great world historical
figure that Nietzsche is going to advocate for solving some of the problems that
he’s going to look at.

Comments from Alumni, Part 1
In  this  article  we’re  talking  about  our  memorable,  life-impacting,  week-long
summer Mind Games conference. But you don’t have to take our word for it.
Consider what some of our alumni have to say.

Here’s three-time alumnus, Noah:

Mind Games is a fun place of fellowship, you get a lot of excitement, there’s a
ropes course that you go on so there’s a lot of excitement there, you do a lot of
team-building activities, it’s a ton of fun, you get to learn a whole lot about life,
about faith, about people, about relationships. You get to experience a whole new
world of things that you’ve never experienced before in the faith. A lot of people,
they just have a surface-level faith, but here at Mind Games we go a whole lot
deeper into that faith, we lay it out and we explain philosophically how it works,
reasonably how it works, how it works with science, how it works with other
people, how it works with suffering, how it works with everything, just how the
world works with faith.
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Here’s Esther:

My faith before Mind Games was a little crazy . . . I had thoughts about suicide a
few times, and then I started to doubt, “Is God even there?” Like, if He was there,
then wouldn’t I feel His presence? Then I came to Mind Games and I was like,
there’s no way He’s not real. For someone who hasn’t been here, Mind Games is a
great experience. You not only gain friends and family, but you learn more about
God and how to stay stronger in your faith.

Tyler had a major shift between his first and second time at Mind Games:

I’m Tyler  Lord from Athens,  Georgia.  Last  year when I  came I  was actually
agnostic, so I didn’t really know. But kinda having experiences throughout the
year after Mind Games and coming back, I’ve become a Christian. It’s lots of fun.
You come and, you know, it’s not really all about religion. There’s a bunch of free
time you get to play around. You come in, and you don’t really know what to
expect, When you get here and you think, oh, it’s gonna be a bunch of lectures,
but it’s really not. You get a good bond with everybody’s who’s here, like the
other campers. And even though there are lectures, they’re really interesting. The
apologetics ones are great for like if someone comes up to you and they’re like,
“Why are you a Christian?”

Comments From Alumni, Part 2
Here are a few more alumni comments, starting with Arty:

Mind Games is a wonderful time of fellowship, worship and just gaining a lot of
knowledge into why Christianity is reasonable, how Christianity can work with
science, how your faith and science can work together and not against each other.
Mind Games is fun, it’s very much about the relationships that you build, it’s
about the people who you interact with on a daily basis for the week.
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This was Anya’s second time through:

After this second round of Mind Games, I feel like I’ve grown much more as a
person, not just due to time but also how much Mind Games has affected me
personally, If I had to describe Mind Games to someone who’s never been here
before, I would say it’s something that completely blows your mind away. Not in
the sense that it’s all weighing over your head, but just how much they describe,
how much detail and information you have on how to defend your faith. First year
it was amazing, and second year it got even better.

Ben also returned:

Well it’s really that the first Mind Games for me was like planting the seed, this
time it’s nurturing the plant. It was really so I could re-establish what they had
taught me last year, cause last year was such an eye-opener I wanted to see if
either I could experience that or build upon it this year, which I have.

Amy set a record of coming to Mind Games!

My name is Amy Klaschus, I’m from Orlando Florida, and I’ve been to Mind
Games five times now! What keeps me coming back to Mind Games is the people,
because I love the teachers—they’re very nice and they’re always willing to help
and answer questions. Every year there have been at least a few people among
the students who are just so welcoming and so Christian in a way I can’t really
find back home as much. I know that in shaping my growth in faith, Mind Games
has been just completely essential, because it’s given me the perspective and the
ability to think biblically about all the problems I face, all the problems I faced in
high school and now all the problems I’ve been facing this past year of college.

Why Go to Mind Games?
We now know that three out of four high school seniors who had been part of a
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church youth group drop out of church within a year.{1} One reason for this is
that they don’t own their faith; they don’t know that Christianity is true, and they
don’t know why it’s true. They tend to equate faith with a warm fuzzy feeling that
doesn’t stand up to the challenges of life. Many students are afraid to express
their  doubts so they never learn that  there are good,  solid answers to their
questions. They are sensitive to the disconnect that happens when those who
profess to be Christ-followers act no differently from unbelievers.

For over twenty years, Probe’s Mind Games conferences have been preparing
young people for the challenges to their faith. In that time, we have witnessed
firsthand the incredible thirst for a reliable trustworthy faith. Again and again we
hear that some had despaired of ever finding something like Mind Games. The
conference consistently exceeds expectations, and students often tell us they wish
they had brought their friends.

Alumni from these summer conferences have gone on to become leaders on their
campuses,  the  government  and  the  military.  This  week-long  immersion  truly
changes lives, giving them a new confidence in their God, His Word, and in their
role as His ambassadors. We know this because some of them come back as
alumni a second or third year, and because they contact us years later and let us
know how Mind Games continues to impact them.

Mornings start with an informal devotional by Probe staff and a time of prayer.
They receive twenty-five hours of lecture using video clips, role play, Q and A, and
other  teaching  techniques.  They  connect  with  each  other  and  process  what
they’re learning in small groups. We as staff get to know and truly love them.

The Student Mind Games Camp is for those who have finished their junior or
senior years of high school, and for college freshmen and sophomores. [Note:
especially motivated students younger than that are welcome, though!] Please go
to our Web site, Probe.org/mindgames, and check out videos. You can look at a
typical schedule, and find out all the details. And then register someone you love.
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It will make a difference in time and eternity.

Note

1. Steve Cable, Is This the Last Christian Generation? probe.org/is-this-the-last-
christian-generation/

©2018 Probe Ministries

The  Apologetics  of  Peter  –  A
Logical Argument for the Deity of
Christ
Steve Cable

Steve  Cable  explains  how the  apostle  Peter  showed himself  to  be  a  master
apologist, not the bumbling, brash fisherman he used to be.

Peter – A Leader in Apologetics
How many  times  have  you  heard  the  Apostle  Peter  portrayed  as  the  brash
fisherman whose mouth was always several steps ahead of his brain? According to
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many sermons,  Peter’s  life  motto may have been “Open mouth,  insert  foot!”
Certainly Peter did not hesitate to speak his mind which sometimes landed him in
trouble  and  sometimes  resulted  in  commendation  (Matthew  16:23;  Matthew
16:17). I suspect we often focus on Peter’s foibles because we feel that if Jesus
could love and use Peter then perhaps there is hope for us as well. Others have
been known to say, “I guess I take after Peter” as an excuse for thoughtless words
or actions which dishonor Christ.

However, if we look at Peter’s entire life journey as recorded in
Scripture, we see a life that set an incredible example of love, zeal, compassion,
courage and effective apologetics. Wait a minute! Peter, a leader in apologetics?
That field is  only for egghead theologians,  not an uneducated fisherman like
Peter, right?

Yes, absolutely Peter was a leader in this area. Here are several reasons why we
can be sure that Peter was a leading apologist for Christianity.

1. Peter recognized the evidence pointing to Jesus as the Christ early on.
When others doubted Jesus’ teaching, Peter declared, “To whom shall we go,
you (Jesus) have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). As an eyewitness of
Jesus’ teaching, signs and miracles, Peter, through the Father’s revelation of
His Son, went on to declare, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(Matthew 6:16).

2. Beginning at Pentecost, Peter took on the role as the primary spokesperson
presenting a reasoned argument for the gospel before the Jewish masses, the
Jewish authorities and the first Gentile converts.

3. It appears that Peter was the one Paul approached to discuss his theology
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and arguments for the gospel before Paul began sharing them with the entire
Roman world (Galatians 1:18). In his second epistle, Peter equates the letters
of  Paul  with  the  “rest  of  Scripture,”  giving  them  his  approval  as  “God
breathed” (2 Peter 3:15-16; 1:20-21).

4. Peter is the one that commanded us to be prepared to give an effective,
reasoned argument for our faith, introducing the term “apologetics” to our
vocabulary as important for every believer as he told the believers in Asia,
“always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence” (1
Peter 3:15-16).

Peter was never shy about taking the lead. If we are to obey this command to be
prepared with a reasoned defense, it behooves us to look at the example and
teaching of Peter.

In this article, we will examine the apologetics of Peter to help us grow in our
ability  to  give  a  reasoned  defense.  Peter  was  following  the  example  and
instruction of his Teacher, Jesus.{1} (For a detailed discussion on Jesus’ example,
check out “The Apologetics of  Jesus” probe.org/apologetics-of-jesus and other
resources at probe.org.)

Peter’s  Defense  –  Credible  Witnesses  for  the
Gospel
Peter  commands  each  of  us  to  be  prepared  to  give  an  effective  reasoned
argument for our hope in Christ. Is it possible that this uneducated fisherman was
a master at this craft? Let’s begin our examination of how Peter went about
making an argument for the gospel.

I have been greatly blessed by studying Peter’s sermons and testimony in Acts
and his letters to the churches in Asia.  From that study,  we find that Peter
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focused on five aspects in his comprehensive defense of the gospel:

1. Credible witnesses
2. Compelling evidence
3. Confronting objections with consistent reasoning
4. Changed lives
5. Clear conclusion

Let’s look at each of these aspects in turn to see what we can learn to make us
better at giving a reasonable explanation for our faith in Christ.

First, Peter based his argument on the basis of credible witnesses. He pointed his
audience to four primary witnesses:

1. The eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life
2. The audience’s own personal knowledge of Jesus
3. The testimony of Scripture
4. The Holy Spirit

Peter and the other apostles were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection
and ascension. Speaking to a crowd in the temple shortly after Pentecost, he said,
“[Jesus’  resurrection  is]  a  fact  to  which  we  are  witnesses”  (Acts  3:15).  In
Caesarea, he told the Gentile Cornelius, “We are witnesses of all the things He did
both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem” (Acts 10:34-48). Much later, writing
to the believers in Asia, Peter explains, “For we did not follow cleverly devised
tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:16-17). Multiple eyewitness
accounts of an event provide credibility, so Peter points to “we,” not just “me,” in
each occasion.

Peter also called upon the experience of his listeners. In his sermon at Pentecost,
he points to the signs Jesus did stating, “just as you yourselves know” (Acts 2:22).
In other words, your own experience supports what I am telling you about Jesus.
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Peter uses the Scriptures as an important expert witness. In Acts, Peter refers to
the witness of the Scriptures nine different times, explaining how the scriptural
prophecies are fulfilled in Jesus. He told his listeners, “But the things which God
announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would
suffer, He has thus fulfilled” (Acts 3:18).

Addressing a Jewish audience, Peter did not have to defend the credibility or
accuracy of the Scriptures as you may be compelled to do today. But when he
addressed the church in Asia, he wrote, “So we have the prophetic word made
more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place” (2 Peter 1:19). He pointed out that his eyewitness experience with Jesus
gives him even greater confidence in the Scriptures.

Finally Peter highlighted the critical testimony of the Holy Spirit in explaining the
miracle of Pentecost and in front of the Jewish leaders. As he told those leaders,
“And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey Him” (Acts 5:32).

At this point, you may be thinking, “I don’t have the advantages Peter had. I am
not an eyewitness, the person I am sharing was not around when Jesus was
performing signs and miracles, and they also think the Bible is full of myths. I am
zero for three when it comes to pointing to credible witnesses.” You may be right,
but the principles still apply to us today. Even though you are not an eyewitness,
you possess written testimony from eyewitnesses who would not change their
testimony even under the threat of death. The Gospels and the letters of Peter
and John are eyewitness accounts. And, you are an eyewitness of what faith in
Jesus has meant in your own life.

I have a friend who is a retired teacher and volunteer hospital chaplain. A number
of years ago, his late wife was in the hospital recovering from a severe internal
infection which nearly took her life. When the attending physician came by her
room to arrange for her release, she thanked him for her recovery. The physician
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replied, “Don’t thank me. Thank God.” She responded, “How am I supposed to
thank God? I don’t even believe in God.” The physician said, “To find the answer
to that question, I would like to give you a prescription. When you get home, read
the first three chapters of the Gospel of John.”

When she got home, she was surprised to discover that John was located in the
middle of the Bible. She told her husband, “This is strange; shouldn’t I start with
Genesis?” But you see, this physician had been asked to give a defense for the
hope that was in him and he began by pointing her to an eyewitness. Shortly,
after reading these chapters in John, she placed her faith in Christ. Her husband
told me that he personally knows of at least thirty people who are now Christians
because this physician said, “Don’t thank me. Thank God,” and introduced her to
the eyewitness John.

We can also point out that no one refuted Peter when he told this large crowd that
they were well aware that God had performed many miraculous signs through
Jesus, and the Jewish authorities did not refute it either. We can also call upon the
listeners’ own experience with life. They were not around to see Jesus perform
miracles, but they did have experience with the futility of sin and the struggle
with hopelessness.

In our defense of the gospel, we can point out that there is universal agreement
that all  of these prophecies fulfilled by Jesus were written hundreds of years
before Jesus’ life. The fact that Jesus fulfilled those prophecies lends credence to
both the Scriptures and to Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah.{2}

Peter’s  Defense –  Compelling Evidence for  the
Gospel
Of course, credible witnesses are not sufficient to make a convincing argument. If
the  evidence  they  report  is  circumstantial  or  inconclusive  the  argument  is
undermined. The testimony of Honest Abe Lincoln would not be very helpful if all
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he had to say was, “It was dark and I couldn’t really see what happened.” Peter
made his argument by honing in on the following compelling evidence for the
gospel:

1. Jesus did not live an ordinary life. God attested to Jesus’ special position
“with miracles and wonders and signs.”

2. Jesus suffered a highly public death by crucifixion.

3. God raised Him up again.

First,  the  signs  Jesus  performed  lend  credence  to  the  possibility  of  the
resurrection. As Peter wrote to the Christians in Asia, “For when He received
honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him
by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased’ —
and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him
on the holy mountain” (2 Peter 1:17-18).

I have the opportunity to share the gospel with international students who have
little prior knowledge about Jesus and Christianity. As we look together at the
accounts of Jesus’ miracles, I ask them, “What would your response be if you
witnessed these events? What would you think about Jesus?” Usually the response
is, “I would want to find out more about him. How is he able to do these things?
He is not a normal person.”

The second piece of evidence is essential to the argument. If Jesus did not actually
die on the cross, His resurrection is a farce. In every defense, Peter states that we
know that Jesus was put to death on a cross (Acts 2:23; 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39; 1
Peter 1:3; 3:18). Jesus’ crucifixion resulted in real physical death. Jesus did not
escape death; he experienced death to pay for our sins. The Jewish leaders did not
try to refute Peter’s assertion that Jesus had died on that cross.

The crowning piece of evidence is that “God raised Jesus from the dead” (Acts
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3:15). Peter wants his audience to know that this is an indisputable fact. Peter
told Cornelius and his household, “[we] ate and drank with Him after He arose
from the dead” (Acts 10:41).

Jesus’ resurrection is the heart of the gospel and of any defense of the gospel.
Consequently, it is the central theme of Peter’s message.{3}

Peter’s  Defense  –  Confronting  Objections  with
Consistent Reasoning
Some Christian speakers suggest that being “fools for Christ” (1 Corinthians 4:10)
means that we do not need to address objections with logical arguments. This is
odd since the person they are quoting, Paul, based his ministry and his letters on
giving a rational argument for the Christian faith. Perhaps even more compelling
is that the uneducated fisherman, Peter, also confronted objections using logical
reasoning.  He knew that a good argument addresses both the evidence clearly
supporting the conclusion and also any evidence which appears to counter the
conclusion.

Let’s look at three specific objections on the minds of his listeners that Peter
addressed in Acts and his letters.

The first objection he addressed is the popular notion that the Messiah would
come in  triumph and in  power;  certainly  not  in  suffering  and death.  In  his
arguments, Peter reminds the listeners that the prophets clearly state that the
one who will bring healing and restoration will suffer (Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:11; 1 Pet.
1:10-11; 2:21-24). He told the crowd in the temple, “God announced beforehand
by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer” (Acts 3:18). He
pointed the rulers and the elders to Psalm 118 when he declared, “[Jesus is] the
stone which was rejected by you the builders, but which became the chief corner
stone” (Acts 4:11).
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The second objection is that the Scriptures do not teach the resurrection of the
dead. The Jews were looking for a descendant of David who would reign forever
as the Messiah. Peter used Psalms written by David to show that the God had
revealed that the Messiah would die but not be abandoned to Hades or suffer
decay and be raised to sit at the right hand of God (Psalm 16:8-11; 132:11; 110:1).

Later in his life, Peter took on a new objection which was not an issue in his early
defense. This third objection was that Jesus had not returned to the earth as He
promised. Peter knew that some scoffers were saying, “Why should we believe
that Jesus is going to return? It has been years since His death and the world just
keeps going along just as it always has.” Peter responds by

1. identifying the false assumption in the scoffers’ argument,
2. providing an important perspective on the question, and
3. explaining the rationale for delaying Jesus’ return.

The false assumption is that God has not dramatically intervened in the past.
Peter reminds them that God destroyed human civilization through the flood and
the scoffers of that time did not believe God would act against them either.

The important perspective is that God does not view time in the way humans do.
“But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day” (2 Peter 3:8-9).

The rationale is God’s mercy as Peter wrote: “The Lord is not slow about His
promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to
perish but for all to come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Although you may need to address one of these three specific topics at sometime,
the important point is that Peter did not gloss over the objections. He did not just
say, “I am an eyewitness. Jesus is the resurrected Messiah. Repent and believe.”
He addressed the concerns he knew were on the minds of his audience with
consistent rational arguments.
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Peter’s  Defense  –  The  Testimony  of  Changed
Lives
Peter knew that an effective argument for the gospel, for our hope, needs to
include visible as well as oral arguments. Peter emphasized current evidence that
his audience could experience or observe at that time.

For example, at Pentecost his sermon is in response to the crowd drawn to the
spectacle of the disciples praising God in many different languages. He points out
that this event is the fulfillment of the prophecy in Joel. Then the body of his
message leads to the point that “[Jesus] has poured forth this which you both see
and hear” (Acts 2:33).

Similarly, in the temple he points to the healing of the lame man as evidence that
Jesus is the resurrected Prince of Life (Acts 3:15-16).

In his first letter to the churches in Asia, Peter explains that our purpose as God’s
special  people is to “proclaim the excellencies of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). One way we fulfill our purpose is
by always being ready to give a reasoned argument for our faith. However, Peter
teaches us that it is much more than a verbal or written argument. According to
the body his letter, we proclaim Jesus’ excellencies by

1. our excellent behavior,
2. our loving relationships,
3. our response to suffering,
4. our servant’s heart, and
5. our devotion to prayer.

These living arguments are essential elements supporting any effective argument
explaining our living hope in Jesus. Peter put it this way: “always being ready to
make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is
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in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in
the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in
Christ  will  be  put  to  shame (1  Peter  3:15-16).  A  good conscience and good
behavior are directly tied to the effectiveness of our defense. Peter also highlights
the  importance  of  presenting  our  argument  with  gentleness  and  a  genuine
concern and respect for the other person as someone created in the image of God
and loved by Jesus.

Peter’s Defense  –  A Clear Conclusion
Sometimes we get so enthused about the argument that we forget the purpose.
We always want to point people to the fact that they can receive a living hope
through faith in the resurrection of Jesus. Peter always kept his conclusion in
mind. Let’s look at how he presented the conclusion.

To the crowd at Pentecost, he said, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ — this Jesus whom you
crucified. . . Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts
2:36-39).

To the crowd in the temple, he said, “Therefore repent and return, so that your
sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19).

To the Jewish leaders, he proclaimed, “And there is salvation in no one else; for
there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

To Cornelius and his household, he concluded, “through His name everyone who
believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins” (Acts 10:43).

To the church in Asia, he reminded, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to
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a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter
1:3).

Peter  wanted  them  to  understand  the  importance  of  Jesus  life,  death,  and
resurrection to their eternal future. His clear conclusions invited a response from
each individual.

Our examination of the preaching and teaching of Peter has shown him to be a
master apologist for the gospel. If we want to follow in his footsteps, we study his
example preparing ourselves to give an effective argument consisting of

1. credible witnesses
2. compelling evidence
3. confronting objections with consistent reasoning
4. changed lives, and a
5. clear conclusion.

Then when people say that you are acting like Peter, it should be a testimony to
your effective witness for our Lord Jesus Christ.

Notes

1. For a detailed discussion on Jesus’ example, check out Pat Zukeran’s “The
Apologetics  of  Jesus,”  probe.org/apologetics-of-jesus)  and  other  resources  at
probe.org.
2. For more resources explaining our confidence in the Bible as a reliable witness,
check out Pat Zukeran’s “Authority of the Bible” (probe.org/authority-of-the-bible)
and other resources by going to probe.org/radio.
3. To find out more information on the compelling evidence for the Resurrection
and its importance in making a reasoned argument for the gospel, see Steve
Cable’s, “The Answer is the Resurrection” (probe.org/answer-is-the-resurrection)
and other resources available at probe.org/radio.
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3  Points  About  Christmas:
Evidence for Biblical Truth
Paul Rutherford

Paul Rutherford suggests using three fulfilled biblical prophecies as an apologetic
for biblical  truth: Jesus’  birth in Bethlehem, Jesus being taken to Egypt,  and
genocide surrounding His birth.

Pine scent inside my home, the quick defensive tightening of my skin as I walk
outside  into  the  cold  brisk  air,  and  then  the  reflexive  opposite  –  the  slow
relaxation of my whole body as I stand in front of a fire warming myself.

These experiences during the holidays warm my heart.

As we look toward Christmas and hear the nativity story this season, I want to
share with you one conversation starter I use to defend my faith.
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Let me share it with you. It’s rather simple. It’s easy to remember because it
comes  entirely  out  of  Matthew’s  second  chapter.  It’s  not  long  and  involved
either—just three points.

Skeptics  ridicule  the  Bible  for  its  many  supposed  “errors,”  “holes,”  and
“inconsistencies.” They conclude that it’s unreliable. Sharing this quick three-
point apologetic can assure them that the Bible is reliable and can be trusted.

If the Bible makes three prophecies and then records the fulfillments of those
prophecies, don’t you think that makes the book at least a little bit credible?
That’s what you can do citing just the Christmas story from Matthew 2.

You might be tempted to dismiss this, saying it doesn’t matter. But here’s why the
reliability of Scripture matters. IF Scripture can be trusted, AND what it is says is
true, then some of the recorded teachings of Jesus could radically alter your life.

In Matthew 10:39 Jesus said, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it.” Or Luke 14:27, “Whoever does not carry his
cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple.”

Does that mean the disciple of Jesus has to lose his life?!! In a sense, yes.

How’s that for radical?! If the Bible is reliable, then that means your life is at
stake. Literally. That’s not exaggeration: your physical life and your spiritual life.
Both.

So there’s a lot at stake then, if what the Bible says is true. Let’s take a look, then,
shall we?

Matthew’s account of the Christmas story records three distinct fulfillments of
prophecy: Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem, Jesus being taken to Egypt, and genocide
surrounding His birth. We’ll consider these one at a time.
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Jesus Born in Bethlehem
Your life hangs in the balance of the Bible’s reliability. That’s why this discussion
matters—whether or not the Bible is reliable. The Christmas story from Matthew
2 offers strong evidence that the Bible is true.

Today we get into the first of three instances in the Christmas story that point to
the miraculous fulfillment of prophecy strictly surrounding Jesus’ birth—namely
the location of His birth, Bethlehem.

The gospel writer, Matthew, begins chapter two telling the story of the Magi—the
fabled wise men from the East who came to worship the King of the Jews. They
arrive in Jerusalem, the Jewish capital city, expecting to find the baby King. They
are disappointed,  but redirected to Bethlehem by King Herod’s chief  priests.
Why?  Because  those  priests  had  read  the  prophet  Micah  who  foretold  the
Messiah, the coming King, would come out of Bethlehem.

In Matthew 2:6, the writer is quoting the prophet Micah 5:2.

You may have known Jesus was born in Bethlehem. That’s a pretty widely known
fact, which is also why it’s a great place to start this conversation to make a case
for the Bible’s reliability. It might sound like this.

“You know Jesus was born in Bethlehem, right?” you could begin. “Well, did you
know that was prophesied hundreds of years prior?” Don’t worry about trying to
remember the citation. Just focus on it being fulfilled prophecy. You can always
look up the reference later if you want to. If you want extra credit, go for the
prophet’s name, Micah.

Some skeptics may grant that Jesus indeed fulfilled prophecy, but that he did so
intentionally. That is, skeptics basically charge Jesus with reading the Hebrew
prophets, and then deliberately fulfilling as many as he possibly could in order to
win favor, influence, and gain a following.
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However, this is difficult to achieve when you haven’t been born yet! How could
he  possibly  have  deliberately  fulfilled  anything  when  he  wasn’t  deliberating
anything at all? He wasn’t conscious, and didn’t even exist yet in the flesh.

So no, Jesus could not have fulfilled this prophecy by Himself in order to deceive
and manipulate. What are the chances Jesus’ birthplace would fulfill prophecy?
Not likely!

Jesus’ Flight to Egypt
The second fulfillment of prophecy recorded in Matthew 2 (the Christmas story),
is Jesus’ flight to Egypt. Practically overnight Jesus’ father, Joseph, moves his
family out of the country—out of Israel and into Egypt. Here’s the text. Matthew
2:14-15.

“So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and
left for Egypt. He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what
had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY
SON.”

International travel back then was not what it is today. Modern conveniences ease
travel today and increase comfort, yet it still remains difficult for us. Joseph and
Mary, however, risked their very lives in order to relocate internationally. This
effort was not undertaken lightly. Joseph was, after all, under orders from an
angel.

Question: what do you think are the chances an ancient near-eastern middle-class
laborer would embark upon world travel with only a moment’s notice? He risked
the life of his fiancée. He risked the life of his (adoptive) child, not to mention his
own. This kind of journey was highly unusual. So it seems unlikely this scenario
would have played out under other circumstances—that it was mere coincidence
to fulfill prophecy.
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When compared to  non-biblical  prophecy,  this  one seems awfully  specific.  It
names the country out of which he is called—Egypt—not something vague like
“foreign country.” No. The prophet Hosea mentions Egypt specifically in chapter
11:1. Further it mentions the gender of the child—a male child, a son.

The specificity of the prophecy and the unlikely nature of the event occurring on
its own both point to divine orchestration. This was no accident. The fulfillment of
prophecy in Jesus’ birth make the Bible seem a lot more reliable.

Your life is in the balance of the Bible’s reliability. The teachings recorded in this
book can save your life. The bigger question is, will you believe them? Do you
want to be saved? Do you believe Jesus is Lord and accept His sacrifice on the
cross to save you from sin? (If so, please email me at paul@probe.org.) I want to
hear from you.

Jesus, Genocide Survivor
Three fulfilled prophecies recorded by Matthew chapter two—in the Christmas
story—underscore the reliability of this controversial ancient text. The Christmas
story is evidence that the Bible is true.

Today we consider the third prophecy Jesus’ birth story fulfills: namely, that there
would be a genocide killing babies. Here’s the text from Matthew 2:16-18.

“Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very
enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all
its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had
determined from the magi. Then what had been spoken through Jeremiah the
prophet was fulfilled: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be comforted, because they
were no more.’”

The gospel writer, Matthew, is quoting a prophecy of Jeremiah. To decode this
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passage, first  keep in mind that Rachel,  Jacob’s wife,  was mother to Israel’s
twelve tribes, and here she is a kind of symbolic mother for all of Israel. The
second point to note is that Ramah is located in Bethlehem.

With that in mind, the prophecy foretells of Israel’s mothers crying in Bethlehem,
mourning  the  loss  of  their  children.  The  author  draws  our  attention  to  the
amazing accuracy of this prophecy. Not only does he get right the who and the
what—the  moms and  their  weeping  because  of  the  lost  babies,  but  he  also
correctly prophesies the small village! Incredible.

What are the chances Jesus would fulfill this prophecy this specifically? And as we
discussed before, if Jesus were no more than a charlatan attempting to self-fulfill
these prophecies, how could a man orchestrate something as large-scale as the
death of all the baby boys in a village? Plus the Bible records that was Herod’s
idea. And remember, Herod didn’t want Jesus around. Herod was attempting to
eliminate potential competition for his throne.

The genocide ordered by the Jewish king, an event that is part of the Christmas
story of Jesus’ birth, fulfills prophecy. In so doing it shows the Bible is reliable.
That’s  a  big  deal  because  the  Bible  records  the  story  of  a  very  important
man—one whom you need to know: Jesus.

Conclusion
We’ve been discussing how the Christmas story indicates the Bible is true. We’ve
done that by considering three instances recorded in Matthew 2 that fulfill Old
Testament prophecy.

First,  the  prophet  Micah  prophesied  the  coming  Ruler  would  come  out  of
Bethlehem. Jesus was born in Bethlehem. Matthew 2:1 records that Jesus was
born in Bethlehem.

Second, the prophet Hosea prophesied that the Messiah would be called out of
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Egypt. Jesus’ father Joseph moved infant Jesus to Egypt to flee the coming baby
genocide. When it was safe, Joseph was instructed in a dream to return. So Jesus
was called out of Egypt. (Matthew 2:14)

Then thirdly,  the prophet  Jeremiah prophesied all  the mothers  in  Bethlehem
would mourn the loss of their children. Matthew 2:16 records that after King
Herod learns the news of Jesus’ birth, he orders all infant boys in Bethlehem
killed.

What are the chances of one man fulfilling ALL of those prophecies? Not likely! If
you want more, read Josh McDowell’s book The New Evidence That Demands A
Verdict. He records 61 prophecies fulfilled by Jesus. In it he quotes professor
Peter  Stoner  who  calculated  the  probability  of  Jesus  fulfilling  just  eight
prophecies. He illustrates the likelihood this way. Cover the state of Texas in two
feet of silver dollars. Mark just one silver dollar. Now choose one silver dollar at
random from anywhere in the state. The chances of picking up the marked silver
dollar on the first try are the same as Jesus fulfilling just eight Old Testament
prophecies. Not happening!

We have good evidence that what the Bible records is accurate. It will stand up to
criticism that Jesus attempted to fulfill prophecy on his own, to position himself as
a teacher with authority, influence, or to gain a following. But the fulfillments of
Old Testament prophecy we discussed cannot be intentionally self-fulfilled. They
either occurred before He was born, or were entirely out of His control.

Do you now believe in Jesus because you listened to this? Email me. I’d love to
hear from you (paul@probe.org). Are you already His disciple? God has a unique
purpose for your life, only you can fulfill. You are his ambassador. Share the good
news.  Your  life  is  not  the  only  one  at  stake.  Your  neighbor’s  is  too.  Have
you shared with  him or  her  yet?  Take  your  next  step  of  faithfulness  today,
whatever that is. I am praying you do.

You now have a great conversation starter to help you get there. The Christmas
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story is tremendous evidence for biblical truth.

©2017 Probe Ministries

The  Professor:  Why  Are  You  a
Christian? – When Challenged, Can
You Defend Your Faith in Christ
Dr. Ray Bohlin

Are our adults ready to give a defense of the gospel? When challenged, can they
give a reasonable explanation of their faith? Dr. Bohlin presents a sobering view
of this question based upon years of  experience questioning high school and
college-age students on the basis for their belief in Christ. By exposing their lack
of cogent answers to questions they may be asked, he challenges them to spend
time exploring the questions and developing biblical worldview-based answers.

The Professor
Over the last ten years, I have used a very effective technique to help teens
realize their unpreparedness for the step toward college. It seems our young
people are heading into public and even Christian colleges thinking they are
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ready for the challenge to their faith that higher learning can be.

 Probe Ministries has sponsored a college prep conference since 1991 that
was designed to help young people gain some insights and even some knowledge
on how to address the intellectual challenges that college will provide.

If you remember the thousands of college radicals who protested and picketed in
the ‘60s  and ‘70s,  they found their  push for  change was not  very  effective.
Instead, many of them stayed in college, obtained Masters Degrees and PhDs.
After all, it was easier than getting a real job! As a result, they are now your
children’s professors!

The college campus was an anti-Christian breeding ground several decades ago
and now it is even worse. Christianity is not so much openly mocked as it is
marginalized and deemed a false and mischievous mythology.

If you haven’t already heard some of these statistics, you need to hold onto your
hat.

In 2007, LifeWay surveyed 23- to 30-year-olds and found that seventy percent had
taken at least a one year break from church during their college years.{1} Now,
almost two-thirds of these return to some level of church attendance, but mainly
to please family or friends who encouraged them to return. That means that most
of our churched youth are making many of their life decisions, including marriage
and career, apart from a church context. Even many who return carry numerous
scars from bad choices during those years.{2}

With  this  statistical  background,  it’s  plain  our  young  people  need  some
preparation before going on to college or the military. But as most parents of
teens know, just telling them they need this is less than likely to be convincing.

Enter  the  Professor.  The  technique  I  mentioned  at  the  beginning  is  to
impersonate an atheistic college professor doing research on the religious beliefs
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of young people. Sometimes the students know I am playing a role with them, but
occasionally I play the professor and the students are none the wiser.

A Simple Question
When I step to the front of the room, I introduce myself as Professor Hymie
Schwartz (a name borrowed from my late colleague Jerry Solomon who played
this role far better than I do). I tell the group that, since I am conducting research
on the religious beliefs of young people, their youth pastor, counselor, principal,
teacher—whatever, has allowed me to visit with them.

I begin the conversation something like this: “Since this is a church or Christian
school I presume you are all Christians. Is anyone not a Christian?” Of course no
one raises their hand. But I  am always aware that some may indeed not be
believers and may not appreciate my questioning so I am always paying attention.

At this point I simply call on someone, usually someone who isn’t really paying
attention  or  is  engrossed  in  conversation  with  a  neighbor.  “You!  Are  you  a
Christian?” No one has ever answered no. Upon receiving an affirmative answer,
with hands casually stuck in my pockets, I demand, “Why?”

Students are paying attention now. This is for real. Now consider my question for
yourself. If Peter warns us to always be ready to give an answer to anyone who
asks to give a defense for the hope that we have, this is a pretty basic question. In
our highly secular culture, if  someone finds out you’re a Christian, they may
indeed ask you why. Peter says you ought to have an answer.

But this simple question why is usually something our young people, and even
their  parents,  have never really  considered.  Their  Christian faith is  certainly
something they would claim is central to their lives, but the dumbfounded looks
on their faces tells me repeatedly that this question is a new one.
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It’s usually about this time that any parents sitting in the back are suddenly quite
relieved I’m not talking to them!

By asking such questions, I can get them pretty riled up and confused. The point
is not to have fun but to help them see that they need to be prepared and think a
little about why Christianity is important to them and why they think it’s true.

“I Asked Jesus into My Heart!”
Having their Christianity questioned usually comes as a surprise and even shock.
Rather than directly answering the question, they try to tell me how they became
a Christian. It usually takes the form of confidently saying they asked Jesus into
their heart.

The professor quickly fires back, “You asked Jesus into your heart?! That sounds
pretty gross, really. What’s he doing in there with all that blood? Yuck!” That
always gets a surprised reaction and a little befuddlement. The student typically
tries to recover by saying something like, “No, I mean it’s like I trusted Jesus as
my Savior.”

Again the professor will fire back quickly with a question like, “Why did you do
that?” or “Savior? What did you need saving from?” I think you can see where this
is going. It really is not difficult to pick something from what he or she said and
challenge it. I either pretend I don’t understand what they said, forcing them to
better explain themselves (which is rare), or I deliberately ask them why they
think that way, or how they know that.

In answer to “How do you know that?” I am often told that “It says so in the
Bible!” They usually can’t tell me where the Bible says that. I also ask if the Bible
is true, and they say it is. But when I ask, “How do you know it’s true?” the blank
stare reemerges.
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Sometimes a student will say, “Because it’s the word of God!” Now I can really
dig a little deeper. In response to further questioning, they usually can’t tell me
where the Bible says it’s the Word of God nor can they tell me why the Bible is
different from The Book of Mormon or the Qur’an. If there is a youth pastor or
chaplain present there is usually an embarrassed look on their face or a head
buried in their hands.

By this time the class is very tense and full of nervous laughter. When I reach a
dead end with a student—for instance when they say, “I don’t know” with a very
resigned and defeated voice—I look for one of the laughing students and ask,
“What about you?” Of course that gets everybody’s attention again and off we go.

While I admit I have a little fun playing this role, it never ceases to break my
heart at how ill-prepared our young people are to follow Peter’s advice to always
be prepared with an answer. I have yet to find a student in ten years who is
willing and able to go toe-to-toe with the professor.

“You’re a Narrow-Minded, Self-Righteous Bigot!”
Here are three other directions our conversations have frequently taken.

When I have challenged students to tell me why they think or believe Christianity
is true, some will turn to their own subjective experience. Technically, there is
nothing wrong with this, specifically when speaking to a Christian audience. But
someone who doesn’t even believe in God will frequently find ways to truly make
fun of this element.

A student may describe that Jesus speaks to them in their prayer time, to which I
quickly ask what His voice sounds like or how they know it was Jesus and not
indigestion. The blank stares usually resume at this point. We have become so
comfortable in our Christian bubble sometimes that we frequently don’t see how
unintelligible our language is to those outside the community of faith. It’s tough to
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share the gospel that way.

Sometimes a student will interject that they believe in Jesus because that’s what
their family has taught them or it’s what they learned in church. I usually pounce
on that pretty quickly and repeat that this student believes Christianity is true
because  their  parents  told  them  so.  The  student  usually  agrees.  After
commending them for  honoring their  parents  I  tell  them that’s  really  pretty
stupid. Pausing a second for the shock to register, I go on about the boy raised in
India whose parents are Hindu and he respects his parents and believes Hinduism
is true, so the boy in India and this student are both headed to heaven because
they trusted their parents!

One time a student stammered around and eventually agreed with my statement
as his youth pastor put his head in his hands.

Finally in talking about salvation I ask what happens to those who don’t believe in
Jesus. Most will hesitatingly say they go to hell. The professor predictably rants,
“Just because I don’t believe the same fairy tale as you, I’m going to hell?” When
they predictably shake their head yes, I get down eye to eye and spit out, “You’re
a narrow minded, self-righteous bigot!”

Always  Be  Ready  to  Give  an  Answer,  with
Gentleness  and  Respect
Students  enjoy  the  interactive  nature  of  this  routine  even  though  they  are
routinely embarrassed by their  inability  to handle the challenge.  When Peter
admonished all of us to always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks
us for a reason for the hope that we have, yet with gentleness and respect (1 Pet.
3:15), they fail miserably. Perhaps as a parent, you may be glad that I don’t do
this with adult groups.

Often students will  try to turn the conversation in their  favor by asking the
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professor a question. I quickly dismiss that idea by simply answering that I’m
asking the questions. But when we’re done, if time allows I attempt to leave them
with hope by quickly summarizing how I, Dr. Ray Bohlin, Vice-President of Probe
Ministries, would answer the same question.

Here’s the outline of my response. In a calm voice I quickly assert that I know
there is a God. As a scientist I look principally at how marvelously our universe,
galaxy, solar system, and planet are designed for complex life here on earth. The
number of highly improbable coincidences rules out chance and strongly implies
design.  This  is  reinforced  by  the  evidence  from  biology  of  the  incredible
complexity of life, particularly the coded information in DNA. This remarkable
molecule with its accompanying system of transcription and translation screams
for intelligence.

The fact that all people have some sense of right and wrong, even though we may
disagree sometimes, tells us we are comparing our morality to some invisible
standard outside ourselves that must come from a supreme Law Giver.  I  am
convinced there is a supernatural God.

If this God exists, then has He spoken to man? I quickly tell about the uniqueness
of Scripture, written by forty authors from eight countries over fifteen hundred
years in three languages and all with a consistent and unique message of a God of
love who ransomed us from our sins. Where we have archaeological evidence it
consistently confirms the accuracy of biblical events. I am convinced the Bible is
the true and unique Word of God.

The Bible throughout is about Jesus, who repeatedly claimed to be the unique
divine Son of God and offered his death and resurrection on behalf of mankind as
proof. That Jesus bodily rose from the dead is the only rational conclusion of the
evidence of the empty tomb. On top of that, my personal experience of the last
thirty-seven years has shown me again and again the unique love and power of
God.
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So what about you? Why are you a Christian?

Notes

1. “LifeWay Research Uncovers Reasons 18 to 22 Year Olds Drop Out of Church,”
2007, www.lifeway.com/article/165949/, accessed May 15, 2010.
2. Youth Transition Network has researched this problem over the last ten years
and has excellent resources, videos, research, and books and DVDs for purchase.
Take a look at www.ytn.org.
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The  Apologetics  of  Jesus:  A
Defense of His Deity
Dr. Patrick Zukeran

Dr. Zukeran shows us that the greatest defense of the deity of Jesus was made by
Jesus Himself. Claiming to be God in the flesh, His words and His actions had to
be an apologetic for His claim. People could see He was a man; He had to prove
to them that He was also deity, God in the flesh.
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Jesus was one of the greatest leaders, teachers, and remarkable
individuals that ever lived, but few realize that Jesus was also the
greatest  apologist.  Apologetics  is  the  rational  defense  of
Christianity.  Christian  apologists  use  reason  and  evidence  to
present  a  convincing  case  for  Christianity,  challenge  unbelief,
expose errors, and defend the message of the gospel. Apologetics was an essential
part of Jesus’ ministry. If it was important in His ministry, it certainly should be in
all ministries looking to impact the unbelieving world for Christ.

The Bible commands us in 1 Peter 3:15, “But set apart Christ as Lord in your
hearts. Always be prepared to give an answer [apologia] to everyone who asks
you the reason for the hope that you have.” We are commanded to provide a well-
reasoned answer for our faith in Christ to an unbelieving world. Jesus commanded
us to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind” (Mt. 22:37). Apologetics involves knowing why you believe and
complies with Christ’s command of loving God with your mind.

There exists some misunderstanding among Christians as to whether apologetics
is necessary. Some believe that our belief in Christ is based on “faith” and thus
does not require solid reasons or evidence to support it. Therefore, in witnessing
to unbelievers, some mistakenly suppose that apologetics is ineffective in leading
anyone to faith. The call of the Christian is to simply present the gospel, and the
Holy Spirit and the Scriptures will do the rest. However, this was not the example
of Christ.

Christ made extraordinary claims to be the divine Son of God. He made such
claims as being the source of life, forgiver of sins, the embodiment of truth, and
authority over the Old Testament Law. Such claims were met with skepticism,
doubt, and hostility. Jesus knew He was making remarkable claims, and He did
not expect people to simply believe His message without good reasons. He was
not seeking or wanting people to exercise “blind faith.” Jesus understood that we
are rational and moral beings, for we are created in the image of God who is a
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rational  and morally  perfect  being.  For this  reason,  we exercise our rational
capacity and investigate the evidence before making decisions.

Christ knew He would have to make a convincing case to uphold His claims and
He  did.  Throughout  His  ministry,  Christ  presented  compelling  reasons  and
evidence to uphold His claim to be the divine Son of God. Jesus’ apologetics
included the testimony of witnesses, miracles, the resurrection, prophecy, reason,
the use of parables and more. The apologetic methods of Jesus serve as a model
for every believer who desires to engage and impact an unbelieving world for
Christ.

The Testimony of Witnesses
A man ill  for thirty-eight years lay beside the Pool of Bethesda along with a
multitude of crippled individuals. Suddenly an unknown stranger walks up and
asks him a strange question. “Do you want to get well?” As the lame man begins
to explain his situation, the stranger orders the man to “Get up! Pick up your mat
and walk!” Immediately, strength enters his legs and he rises and walks, carrying
his mat as the stranger orders. Soon afterwards the Pharisees arrive and an
examination ensues.

What should have been a moment of rejoicing turns into a serious interrogation.
The Jewish leaders in John 5 confront Jesus seeking an opportunity and reason to
kill Him. Instead of praising God in the healing of the lame man, the focus of the
Jewish leaders is on the apparent violation of their Jewish tradition by Jesus.

Jesus responded saying, “My Father is always at His work to this very day, and I,
too, am working.” (Jn. 5:17). The following verse states, “For this reason, the Jews
tried all the harder to kill Him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was
even calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.” (Jn. 5:18). In
this  chapter  Jesus  performed  some  remarkable  feats  and  made  some
extraordinary claims. When questioned, Jesus gave an answer or an apologia, a
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defense of  His  work and character.  In His answer,  we see that  He was the
greatest apologist and that apologetics was a key component in the ministry of
Jesus.

In the passage that follows, Jesus presents one of the clearest and strongest cases
regarding His nature as the divine Son of God. New Testament scholar Leon
Morris  states,  “Nowhere in the Gospels do we find our Lord making such a
formal, systematic, orderly, regular statement of His own unity with the Father,
His divine commission and authority, and the proofs of His Messiahship, as we
find in this discourse.”{1}

What was the apologetic method Jesus used in this instance? Jesus’ apologetic
involved the testimony of witnesses. According to Jewish law, a testimony is valid
only if there were at least two witnesses who could testify to the truth of an
individual’s claims (Deut. 19:15). Jesus knew these men needed solid testimony to
confirm His claims but also testimony that would convict them of their error
regarding their understanding of His identity.

Jesus brings forth five witnesses that  testify  on His  behalf;  John the Baptist
(5:32-35),  His  works  (5:36),  the  Father  (5:37),  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures
(5:39-40), and Moses (5:41-46). There were no more authoritative witnesses than
these.  In  a  brilliant  presentation,  Jesus  makes  His  case.  The  testimony  of
witnesses was part of the apologetics of Jesus.

Apologetics in the Parables
It is a well-known fact that Jesus was a great storyteller. His stories captivated the
audience and taught a valuable lesson. The term “good Samaritan” and “the
prodigal Son,” are recognized all over the world because of the unforgettable
stories told by Jesus. One of the best ways to communicate truth is to illustrate it
through stories which are also an effective way to penetrate into hardened hearts
that would not be receptive to a direct gospel presentation. The parables of Christ
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are some of the most remarkable lessons ever taught. However, did you know that
the parables of Christ were also powerful apologetic presentations of our Lord?

Through the use of these stories, Jesus makes a declaration and a defense of His
ministry and claims. The images He selects are used in the Old Testament and
later Jewish literature in reference to God. Jesus uses these images and applies
them  often  to  Himself.  Philip  Payne  states,  “Out  of  the  fifty-two  recorded
narrative parables, twenty depict Him in imagery which in the Old Testament
typically referred to God. The frequency with which this occurs indicates that
Jesus regularly depicted Himself in images which were particularly appropriate
for depicting God.”{2}

By applying these images to Himself Jesus indicates his self-understanding as the
divine Son of God and was communicating this truth to His audience. Payne
identifies ten prominent images used in the parables in which images used in
reference  to  God  in  the  Old  Testament  Jesus  applies  to  Himself.{3}  Jesus’
repeated use of such images indicates He wanted His audience to recognize His
divinity and that He was carrying out the very will of God in His ministry on earth.

Here are a few examples where Christ declares His divinity in the gospels. The
image of the rock is used to describe God, especially in the Psalms (Ps. 19:14,
28:1, 42:9, 61:2, 62:2, 71:3, 78:35). In the parables of Jesus, He states that those
who build their lives upon His teachings have built their lives upon “a rock” (Matt.
7:24-26 and Lk. 6:46-49). In Psalm 23 and Ezekiel 34, God is portrayed as a
shepherd. In John 10 Jesus identifies Himself as the good shepherd. In another
parable, Jesus uses the example of a bridegroom. In Isaiah 49, 54, Jeremiah 2, and
Hosea, God is pictured as a bridegroom. In Mk. 2:19, Matt. 9:15, and Lk. 5:34-35,
Jesus identifies Himself as the bridegroom. The parables were powerful stories
Jesus used to communicate truth but they were also part of the apologetics of
Jesus.
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The Use of Reason
Jesus commanded us to “Love the Lord your God with all your . . . mind” (Mt.
22:37). Jesus exemplified what it meant to love God with “all your mind.” He was
the greatest thinker who ever set foot upon the earth. Philosopher Dallas Willard
states,

We need to understand that Jesus is a thinker, that this is not a dirty word but
an essential work, and that his other attributes do not preclude thought, but
only insure that he is certainly the greatest thinker of the human race: ‘the
most intelligent person who ever lived on earth.’ He constantly uses the power
of logical insight to enable people to come to the truth about themselves and
about God from the inside of their own heart and mind.{4}

Jesus understood that we are created in the image of God. Our creator is  a
reasonable and rational being. We are thus endowed with the capacity for reason
and rationality. In Isaiah 1:18, God invited Israel saying, “Come now let us reason
together.” God wanted the people of Israel to use their ability to reason and
consider the consequences of their behavior.

Jesus showed Himself to be a brilliant apologist who used the laws of logic to
reveal truth, demolish arguments, and point out error. The communication of
truth  and  discerning  error  requires  the  use  of  reason.  Since  our  faith  is  a
reasonable faith, reason was part of the apologetics of Jesus.

An example of the use of reason is found in Matthew 12:22-28. Here the Pharisees
accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the power of the Devil. Through the use of
reason, Jesus showed their accusation to be false. The argument He used is the
argument known as reductio ad absurdum [Latin for “reduction to the absurd”].
This is an argument that demonstrates if the primary premise is supposed to be
true, then it leads to a contradiction that is absurd. One would then inevitably
have to conclude that the original premise is false.

https://www.probe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PDF-Banner.jpg


Jesus responded stating that “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined
and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. If Satan drives
out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? And if I
drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out?” Jesus
points  to  the  illogical  nature  of  their  accusation  and  further  points  to  the
testimony of His miracles that confirm His authority being from God.

Apologetics of Miracles
Something had gone terribly wrong. The Messiah had arrived but the Kingdom,
which would be characterized by liberty, freedom, and the just rule of God, had
not arrived. Instead, John the Baptist found himself in prison awaiting execution.
Confused and discouraged, John sent his disciples to Jesus to ask Him, “Are you
the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Lk. 7:20). Jesus
responds by pointing to the testimony of His miracles: “Go back and report to
John what you hear and see. The lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.”
(Lk. 7:22-23). When asked by John if He was indeed the Messiah, Jesus defends
His claim by pointing to the testimony of His miracles. Miracles represent another
component in the apologetics of Jesus.

A miracle is a special act of God that interrupts the normal course of events.
Natural  laws describe what  occurs  regularly  by natural  causes,  but  miracles
describe what happens rarely, by supernatural causes. A miracle is an act of God
designed to confirm the word of God through a messenger of God.{5}

Throughout the Old Testament, God used miracles to confirm His message and
His  messenger.  Christ’s  miracles  demonstrated  that  what  He  claimed  about
Himself  was  true  and  that  God’s  confirming  hand  was  on  the  message  He
preached. Jesus performed a vast array of miraculous signs that demonstrated His
divine authority over every realm of creation.
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When friendly as well as hostile audiences questioned Jesus, He defended His
claims with the testimony of miracles (Mk. 2:1-12, Jn. 2, and 10:22-42). Many who
witnessed  Christ’s  miracles  made  the  connection.  Nathaniel,  witnessing  the
omniscience of Christ, responded exclaiming, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you
are the King of Israel.” (Jn. 1:49). Nicodemus in his evening visit meets Jesus
saying, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one
could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” (Jn.
3:2).

When Christ establishes His kingdom, all creation will be subject to Him. Sin,
sickness, death, and disease will be overcome and the subjects of the kingdom
will never be in want. The miracles of Christ reflect His divine character and
demonstrate the King of the Kingdom has arrived.

Apologetics was an essential component of Christ’s ministry and should be an
important part of any ministry looking to engage this lost world for Christ. The
Bible commands us to defend our faith, and Christ set the supreme example for us
to follow.

To learn more about the apologetics of Jesus and gain valuable practical lessons
from His examples, check out the online store at Probe.org and purchase a copy
of the in depth book, The Apologetics of Jesus written by Norman Geisler and
myself.
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The Answer Is the Resurrection
Steve Cable

Steve Cable shows us that the resurrection is the key apologetic for those seeking
to  evangelize.  As  we  share  our  faith,  understanding  the  evidence  for  the
resurrection helps prepare us to answer questions raised by a seeker after the
truth.

Making a Defense for Your Living Hope
A key verse for our ministry at Probe is 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter writes, “Sanctify
Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness
and reverence.”{1}
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I want to encourage you to make this verse a motivator for your
own walk as an ambassador for Christ. You might say, “I am not
equipped to make a defense. Surely, this verse is talking to pastors
and people like the researchers at Probe.” A deeper look at Peter’s
letter shows us that this is not the case. Peter makes it clear that
these instructions are for all Christians.{2} In addition, Peter wrote this verse in
the imperative tense, meaning that it is a command, not a suggestion.

Okay. I want to be ready to give an account for the hope that is in me, but I need
be clear on what that hope is. Fortunately, Peter answers that for us in chapter 1
where he writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven
for you.”{3}

So, our hope is a living hope for an eternal inheritance reserved for us in heaven.
If I am to make a defense for this hope of eternal life, I need to be able to explain
why I  believe  that  the  source  of  this  hope  has  both  the  capability  and  the
motivation to follow through on this offer.

How do we get this living hope? Our hope comes “through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead”! Jesus’ resurrection is the basis for our hope. If Jesus
is not resurrected from the dead, we are of all men most to be pitied.{4} So, any
defense of the hope that is within us begins with explaining why someone should
believe in the resurrection. The empty tomb is the cornerstone to answering most
other objections raised up against the gospel.

In the remainder of this article, we will look at evidence for the resurrection and
how a defense of the resurrection is the foundation for answering many of the
objections raised against Christianity.
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Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection
Giving an account for our belief in Jesus’ resurrection is the key to defending the
hope within us. Several books have been written on this topic, and you can find a
list of them in the transcript of this radio program on our Web site. The evidence
for the resurrection as an historical event is so strong that even Dr. Antony Flew,
until recently a noted proponent of atheism, had to admit, “The evidence for the
resurrection  is  better  than  for  claimed  miracles  in  any  other  religion.  It’s
outstandingly different in quality and quantity, I think, from the evidence offered
for the occurrence of most other supposedly miraculous events.”{5}

One help to remembering the overwhelming evidence is to think of the ten A’s
attesting to Jesus’ resurrection:

1. Accurate predictions. Both the Old and New Testaments contain predictions of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Numerous times in the Gospels,  Jesus told his
disciples and the Jewish authorities that He would rise to life after three days in
the earth. In John 2, at the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus told this to the
Jewish leaders. It made such an impression on the disciples, that verse 22 tells us,
“So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said
this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.”

2. Attesting miracles. Jesus’ resurrection was not a sudden miraculous cap to an
otherwise unremarkable life. Jesus had consistently demonstrated His authority
over the material universe from turning water into wine, to walking on the water,
to  healing  the  sick,  to  raising  Lazarus  from  the  dead.  His  resurrection  is
consistent with the power He demonstrated during His earthly ministry.

3.  Agonizing  death.  Jesus  had  numerous  opportunities  to  avoid  a  fatal
confrontation with the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities. No one is going to
go through a Roman scourging and crucifixion as a hoax. Jesus submitted to the
cross because it was necessary to pay for our sins and He knew that He had the
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authority to conquer death.

4. Angry authorities. After word of Jesus’ resurrection began to spread, the Jewish
authorities wanted to put a stop to people believing in Him. Producing the body of
Jesus would have been the best way to do this. Even with support from the Roman
authorities, they were never able to produce a body.

5. Absent body. The chief priests set a guard around Jesus’ tomb to make sure the
body was not stolen by his disciples. Those guards knew their lives could be at
stake if they failed in their duty, but on the third day Jesus was gone. Once they
regained their  senses,  the guards “reported to the chief  priests  all  that  had
happened.”{6} Why did they take this risk? Because they knew that there was no
body to recover. No one has ever found any credible evidence that the body of
Jesus was anywhere to be found on this earth.

6. Amazed disciples. After Jesus’ arrest, most of His disciples fled. It is clear from
their  reaction  that  they  despised  the  cross  and  were  not  anticipating  the
resurrection. Two of his disciples did not recognize the risen Jesus even as He
was teaching them the Scriptures related to Himself.{7} Their skepticism and
shock showed that they clearly were not part of some preplanned hoax.

7.  Agreeing eyewitnesses.  After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to over five
hundred people. They testified to His resurrection. We do not have a record of
anyone disputing their testimony, saying “I was there with them and it was a
hoax.”

8. Apostolic martyrs. People don’t die for something they know to be a hoax. Yet,
many of these eyewitnesses accepted death rather than deny the resurrection of
Jesus.

9. Agnostic historians. Contemporary, non-Christian historians reported that Jesus
was reputed to have risen from the dead and that his followers were willing to die
rather than recant their belief in Jesus.
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10.  Attesting Spirit.  Over  the centuries,  the Holy  Spirit  continues to  convict
unbelievers and assure believers that Jesus is the risen Son of God.

We don’t have to believe in the resurrection in spite of the facts. Instead, we
believe in the resurrection in light of the facts. If you can defend your belief in the
resurrection,  then  you  are  already  positioned  to  respond  to  other  questions
people may have about your faith.  In fact,  you can respond to objections by
asking, “Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus?” If the answer is no, then you
may want  to  focus on the evidence for  the resurrection as  a  foundation for
addressing their other concerns.

Tearing  Down  Objections  Through  the
Resurrection
The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is the key to making a defense for our living
hope. Let’s consider some common objections to Christianity, and see how the
resurrection can be the starting point for a reasoned response.

1. Is there a God still active in this universe?

Jesus’ resurrection shows there is a power that transcends the physical universe.
A transcendent God is the only power that can override decay and death. As the
apostle Peter wrote, “[God] raised [Jesus] from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.”{8}

Jesus’ resurrection declares God’s active involvement in this world. He planned it
from the beginning and He performed it at the appointed time.{9}

2. What difference does God make to my life?

Jesus’  resurrection  shows  that  He  lives  into  eternity  and  that  we  have  the
prospect of life beyond this world.{10} Knowing we have a soul that continues
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beyond this world impacts our perspective on life. As Paul points out, “If the dead
are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”{11}

But if the dead are raised, then we need to live with eternity in mind. It becomes a
top priority to know the one who controls eternity, God.

3. Is the Bible really God’s revelation? Every religion has their holy books.

Jesus’ resurrection confirms that Jesus is the source of truth. He knows which
holy book is actually a revelation from God. Jesus affirmed the inspiration of the
Old Testament. He promised that the Holy Spirit would lead the apostles as they
shared His teaching through the New Testament. The Gospel of John states, “So
when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this;
and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.”{12}

If Jesus’ resurrection caused His disciples to believe the Bible, it  is certainly
sufficient to cause me to believe.

4. I am too insignificant for God to love.

Jesus’ resurrection shows the depth of God’s love for you. Without the crucifixion
there would be no resurrection. His crucifixion cries out “God loves you!” Romans
tells us that “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.”{13}

Being singled out for God’s love makes you very significant in His universe.

5. How can anyone know the truth about life and death?

Jesus’ resurrection gives Him firsthand knowledge. He has been beyond death
and returned. His knowledge transcends this physical universe. Jesus gives us an
eyewitness for eternal life. He told Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world. . . .
For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the
truth.”{14}
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Jesus testifies to the truth regarding eternal life. We can trust His testimony
because of the resurrection.

6. Why should I believe that Jesus is God’s divine Son?

Jesus’ resurrection conquered the grave. No mortal can claim victory over decay
and death.

He said that “I and the Father are one.” His victory over death confirms His
claim, crying out through the ages “He is God!” As Paul proclaims in Romans,
“[Jesus] was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead.”{15}

7. Aren’t there many ways to God? Can Jesus be the only way?

Jesus’ resurrection puts Jesus in a class by Himself. His crucifixion and victory
over death clearly show that He is a the only way to God. If there were multiple
ways, Jesus would not have gone to the cross. He allowed himself to be subjected
to death because it was necessary for our redemption. In addition, Jesus clearly
stated that no one comes to the Father except through Him.{16}

8. How can I possibly be forgiven for my sins?

Jesus’ resurrection validates His claim to have victory over sin and death. The
ultimate  result  of  sin  is  death,  and  Jesus  conquered  death.{17}  In  Romans
chapter 10 we learn “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”{18}

Belief in Jesus’ resurrection is a central part of saving faith.

9. Why should I believe God is involved in His creation? I don’t see God
making much difference in this world.

Jesus’  resurrection  demonstrates  God’s  active  involvement  in  this  world.  He
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predicted it, He planned it, He performed it. Peter writes, “[you are redeemed]
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in
these last times for the sake of you.”{19}

10. How can a loving God allow all of the evil in this world?

Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates a loving God redeeming a world degraded by
evil. If there were no evil, Jesus would not have had to conquer death through the
cross. If God was not loving, He would not have sent Jesus into the world to
redeem us.{20} Looking at His death and resurrection, we know without a doubt
that there is evil in this world, yet we are still loved by a God with power over
death. Evil and love coexist because God valued us enough to create us in His
image with a genuine capability to choose to turn our backs on Him. Making us
unable to choose evil would have made us unable to love removing the greatest
attribute of His image.

Once someone accepts the resurrection, many other barriers to accepting Christ
are torn down. Whatever the question, the answer is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ our Lord.

May what John said of the disciples be true of us as well: “So when He was raised
from the dead, . . . they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had
spoken.”{21}

Notes

1. Scripture references are taken from the NASB95.
2. 1 Peter 1:1-2, 3:8.
3. 1 Peter 1:3-4.
4. 1 Corinthians 15:17-19
5.  Gary  Habermas,  “My  Pilgrimage  from  Atheism  to  Theism:  An  Exclusive
Interview with Former British Atheist Professor Antony Flew.” Available from the

https://www.probe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PDF-Banner.jpg


Web site of Biola University at www.biola.edu/antonyflew/.
6. Matt 28:11.
7. Luke 24:13-32
8. 1 Peter 1:21.
9. 1 Peter 1:18-21.
10. 1 Cor. 15:54-57.
11. 1 Cor. 15:32.
12. John 2:22.
13. Rom 5:8-11.
14. John 18:37-38.
15. Rom 1:4-5.
16. John 14:7.
17. James 1:15; 1 Cor. 15:54-57.
18. Rom 10:9-10.
19. 1 Peter 1:18-20.
20. John 3:16.
21. John 2:22.

Resources on Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection

Copan, Paul, and Ronald Tacelli, eds. Jesus’ Resurrection: Fact or Figment? A
Debate  Between  William  Lane  Craig  &  Gerd  Ludemann,  Downers  Grove:
InterVarsity  Press,  2000.

Habermas, Gary, and Michael Licona. The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus ,
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications, 2004.

McDowell, Josh. More Than a Carpenter, Carol Stream, Ill.: Tyndale/Living Books,
1977.

—. The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Nashville, Tenn.: Thomas Nelson,
1999.

http://www.biola.edu/antonyflew/
https://www.probe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PDF-Banner.jpg


Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the
Evidence for Jesus. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

—. The Case for Easter. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.

© 2007 Probe Ministries

In  His  H.A.N.D.S.:  How  We  Can
Know That Jesus is God
Don Closson

Don Closson explains the five lines of evidence that Jesus is God from the book
Putting Jesus in His Place.

Jesus Shares the Honor Given to God
 Defending the deity of Christ can be a source of anxiety for some
believers. Perhaps it is because our defense often consists only of a
couple of proof texts which are quickly challenged by Jehovah’s
Witnesses and others. Even worse, some Christians themselves are
troubled by passages that seem to teach that Jesus is something
less than God, that He is inferior to the Father in some significant way. They are
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fine with Jesus being the suffering servant, the Messiah who died for our sins, but
less sure of His role in creation or as a member of the triune everlasting “I Am” of
the Old Testament.

A recent book by Robert Bowman and Ed Komoszewski titled
Putting Jesus in His Place is a great confidence builder for
those wrestling with this key doctrine. The book offers five
lines of evidence with deep roots in the biblical material. The
book is organized around the acronym H.A.N.D.S. It argues
that  the  New Testament  teaches  that  Jesus  deserves  the
honors only due to God, He shares the attributes that only
God possesses, He is given names that can only be given to

God, He performs deeds that only God can perform, and finally, He possesses a
seat on the throne of God.

Let’s look at the first line of evidence for the deity of Christ, that Jesus deserves
the honor that should only be given to God. To honor someone is to acknowledge
“their place in the scheme of things—to speak about them and to behave toward
them in a manner appropriate to their status and position.”{1} As creator of the
universe God deserves the highest level of honor and glory, since nothing can
claim a higher degree of status or position. As a result, the Old Testament teaches
that only God deserves the honor and glory that is part of human worship and He
will not share this honor with anything else. In Isaiah 42 God declares that “I am
the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to
idols” (Isaiah 42:8).

So how does Jesus fit into this picture? In John 5 Jesus declares that the Father
has entrusted judgment to the Son so that “all may honor the Son just as they
honor the Father.” He adds that “He who does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father” (John 5:22, 23). Referring to his pre-existence with the Father before
creation, Jesus says, “And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory
I had with you before the world began” (John 17:5). In these passages, Jesus is
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claiming the right to receive the same honor and glory due to the Father; in
effect, He is claiming to be God in the same way that the Father is God.

Jesus Shares the Attributes of God
If Jesus is honored in the New Testament in a manner reserved only for God, it
follows that one who is given the honor and glory reserved for God is also worthy
of worship. So it’s not surprising that the book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is to
be worshipped by the angels or that in Matthew’s Gospel the apostles worshipped
him when he came to them walking on water (Hebrews 1:6; Matthew 14:33).
Perhaps the most stirring image of Jesus being worshipped is in Revelation where
every creature in heaven and on earth sing praises to the Father and to the Lamb,
giving them both honor and glory and reporting that the four living creatures and
the elders fell down and worshipped Him (Revelation 5:13-14).

The New Testament also teaches that Jesus shares divine attributes that only God
possesses. When this claim is made, Muslims, Jehovah’s Witnesses and others
protest by pointing out that Jesus exhibited the very human attributes of hunger,
fatigue, and pain. This valid observation does not conflict with the traditional
Christian teaching that Jesus possessed two essential natures—one divine and one
human. There is no reason to assume that one set of attributes cancels out the
other. It should be added that although Jesus shares a divine nature with the
Father, He does not share the same properties within the Godhead or trinity. The
Father sent Jesus into the world; Jesus died on the cross and assumed the role of
our permanent high priest.

Jesus clearly states in John 14 that to see him is to see the Father; both are
equally God (John 14:10). In Colossians, Paul goes to great lengths to argue that
all of God’s divine attributes are present in Christ. He writes that Jesus is “the
image of the invisible God” and that “. . .God was pleased to have all his fullness
dwell in him (Colossians 1:15, 19). He summarizes the same idea by adding that
“in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). The
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writer of Hebrews concurs in the opening paragraph of that book, saying that
“the Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being”
(Hebrews 1:3).

Jesus shares the Father’s attribute of pre-existing the created universe and His
own physical incarnation. John’s Gospel tells us that Jesus was with the Father in
the beginning when the universe was created, and Paul adds that Jesus is before
all  things (John 1:1-3;  Colossians 1:16-18).  In  other  words,  Jesus has always
existed and is unchanging. He has been given all authority on heaven and earth
(Matt. 28:18). He deserves the honor, praise, glory, and worship of all creation.

Jesus Shares the Names Given to God
Those who question the deity of Christ complain that the New Testament just
doesn’t teach it, that it doesn’t come right out and say that Jesus is God. Is this
really the case?

The New Testament uses two key words for God: theos, the general Greek word
for deity, and kurios, usually translated as “lord.” Theos is the word most often
used to designate God the Father and is also used a number of times in direct
reference to Jesus, especially in the Gospel of John. John begins his book with the
familiar proclamation that Jesus, the Word, was with God (theos) in the beginning,
and that the Word (Jesus) was God (theos). Later in the chapter, John adds that
“No one has ever seen God,  but God (theos)  the One and Only,  who at  the
Father’s side, has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus, the Word, is described by
John as being with God in verse one, and at the Father’s side in verse eighteen,
and in both cases is given the title theos or God.

The Gospel John also contains the confession by Thomas that Jesus is his Lord
(kurios), and God (theos). John makes sure that we understand that Thomas was
talking about Jesus by writing “Thomas said to Him,” that is, to Jesus, “’My Lord
and my God.’”
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Paul  uses theos  in  reference to Jesus a number of  times.  In Romans 9:5 he
describes Jesus as “Christ, who is God (theos) over all.” And in Titus he writes
that we are waiting for our “blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great
God (theos) and Savior, Jesus Christ (2:13).” Peter portrays himself as a servant of
Christ  who is  writing to those through whom “the righteousness of  our God
(theos)  and Savior Jesus Christ  have received a faith as precious as ours (2
Peter1:1).”

All four gospels begin with John the Baptist’s ministry of “preparing the way of
the Lord” as fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in Isaiah 40:3. The prophet wrote, “In
the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a
highway for our God.” The Hebrew word translated LORD in this verse is the
unspoken special word for God used by the Jews consisting of four consonants
called the tetragrammaton. The New Testament Gospels are applying the word
Lord to Jesus in the same way that the Old Testament referred to Yahweh as
LORD.

Jesus Does the Deeds that Only God Can Do
It was universally recognized by the Jews of Jesus’ day that “God created the
heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1; cf. Isaiah 37:16).” So it might be surprising to
some that the New Testament also gives Jesus credit for creation. Paul teaches in
Colossians  that  Jesus  created  “all  things.”  To  make  sure  that  no  one
misunderstands his point, he adds that “all things” includes “things in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all
things hold together” (Colossians 1:16-17). Paul wanted to be clear: Jesus is the
creator God of the universe.

While Jesus’ role in creation is enough to establish his divine nature, He also
exhibited supernatural divine power during His ministry on earth. Unlike the Old
Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, Jesus did not have to petition a
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higher  power to  heal  or  cast  out  demons.  He had inherent  divine power to
accomplish  his  will.  Other  than  giving  thanks,  Jesus  did  not  pray  before
performing miracles. In fact,  the apostles reported that some demons obeyed
them only when they invoked Jesus’ name. There were a number of occasions
when Jesus realized that power had gone out from Him even without His intention
to heal (Luke 6:19; Mark 5:30; Luke 8:46).

Jesus not only healed and cast out demons, but also had direct power over nature.
When the disciples were frightened on a boat, He “rebuked the winds and the
waves,  and  it  was  completely  calm”  (Matthew 8:26).  When  thousands  were
following him without food, He fed them miraculously (Matthew 14:20-21).

The New Testament teaching that salvation is possible through Jesus Christ alone
would  also  have  serious  implications  for  Jewish  readers.  The  Old  Testament
teaches that God is the only source of salvation. For instance, Psalm 62 teaches
that “My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from Him. He alone is
my rock and my salvation.” How then does one explain the numerous references
claiming Jesus to be the source of salvation? Matthew points out that Mary will
call her son Jesus because he will save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21).
Jesus  declares  of  himself  that  “God did  not  send his  Son into  the  world  to
condemn the world, but to save the world through Him (Jn. 3:17).” There are also
instances where Jesus directly forgives the sins of individuals, thus attracting
hostile attention from the Jews (Luke 7:47-49; Mark 2:5-7).

The Psalmist writes that it is the Lord God “who will redeem Israel from all its
iniquities” and that “Salvation belongs to the Lord.” John summarizes nicely when
he writes, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the
Lamb!”

Jesus Has a Seat on God’s Throne
Our last line of argument for the deity of Jesus Christ refers to his claim to have a
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place on the very throne of God. From this throne, Jesus rules over creation and
will judge all of humanity. He literally possesses all authority to rule.

Jesus made this claim clear during His questioning by the high priest Caiaphas
the night of his capture. Caiaphas asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the
Blessed One?” (Mark 14:61) If Jesus wasn’t God, this would have been a great
opportunity for Him to clear up any misconceptions. But instead of denying His
divinity, Jesus says “I am,” admitting to being God’s unique Son, and goes on to
say, “you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and
coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). The high priest’s response was
dramatic;  he  tore  his  clothes  and  declared  that  those  present  had  heard
blasphemy from the lips of Jesus. They understood that Jesus was making a direct
claim to being God, for only God could sit on the throne of the mighty one.

In His response to the high priest, Jesus draws from a number of Old Testament
passages. The book of Daniel describes this “Son of Man” as having an everlasting
dominion that will never be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-14). The passage adds that the
Son of Man has been given authority to rule over all people and nations, and that
men of every language will worship him. He is also described as coming with the
clouds of heaven, imagery that is used a number of times in the Old Testament to
indicate divine presence. Exodus describes a pillar of cloud that designated God’s
proximity to the Jews, while the book of Psalms and the prophet Isaiah both
picture God riding on clouds in the heavens (Psalm 104:3; Isaiah 19:1). The point
here is that Jesus is connecting Himself to this “Son of Man” who will sit at the
right hand of the Father, have everlasting dominion and authority, and will be
worshipped by all men. This kind of language can only be used to describe God.

The New Testament makes it clear that there is nothing not under the authority
and power of Jesus. John writes that the Father put all things under His power
(John 13:3).  Paul adds that the Father seated Jesus at His right hand in the
heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and
above every name that is named (Ephesians 1:20-21). Jesus sits on the judgment
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seat, He sent the Holy Spirit, He forgives sinners, and is our perfect eternal high
priest (2 Corinthians 5:10; Acts 2:33; 7:59-60; Hebrews 7-10).

The New Testament provides multiple lines of evidence to make the case that
Jesus is God. The only question remaining is whether or not we will worship him
as a full member of the triune Godhead, the only eternal, self-existing, creator
God of the universe.

Note

1. Robert M. Bowman and J. Ed Komoszewski, Putting Jesus In His Place (Grand
Rapids: Kregel, 2007), 31.
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and Apologetics
Dr. Michael Gleghorn

Dr. Michael Gleghorn makes a case for why Christian doctrine and apologetics
are important for spiritual growth and maturity.
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Just  prior  to  beginning college,  I  committed my life  to  Christ.
Naturally,  as  a  new  believer  wanting  to  grow  in  my  faith,  I
embarked upon a program of daily Bible reading. When I came to
Paul’s letter to Titus in the New Testament, I was both struck and
inspired by a particular command, which I found nestled among
others, there in the first chapter.

Paul reminded Titus, whom he had left on the island of Crete, that he wanted him
to “straighten out  what  was left  unfinished and appoint  elders”  in  the local
churches which had been established (Titus 1:5). After listing various spiritual
and moral qualifications that an elder was to have, Paul went on to insist that he
must also “hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that
he can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it” (Titus
1:9). When I first read those words, it was as if a light went on inside my head and
I thought, “That’s exactly what I would like to do! I want to be able to ‘encourage
others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it’” (Titus 1:9).  Paul’s
words thus encouraged me to take up, in a serious way, the study of Christian
doctrine and apologetics.

But what exactly do I mean by “Christian doctrine” and “apologetics”? At its most
basic level, Christian doctrine is essentially the same thing as Christian teaching.
Such teaching aims at providing a logically consistent and “coherent explication
of what the Christian believes.”{1} Apologetics is  a bit  more complicated.  It
comes from the Greek term, apologia, and means “defense.” It was often used in
law courts in the ancient world.{2} Indeed, the book of Acts records several
instances in which the Apostle Paul was called upon to “make a defense” of
himself before various governing authorities, like Felix, Festus, and Agrippa (e.g.,
Acts 24:10; 25:8; 26:1-2).

Of course, when we’re talking about Christian apologetics, we’re concerned with
“making a defense” of the truth-claims of Christianity. The Apostle Peter tells us,
“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who calls you to account for
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the hope that is in you, yet do it with gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15).
Christian doctrine and apologetics play an important role in the life and health of
the church. So please keep reading as we delve more deeply into these issues.

The Value of Christian Doctrine
Why is Christian doctrine important for the life and health of the church? The
Apostle Paul told Titus that he wanted him to appoint elders in the local church
who would be able to “encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who
oppose it” (Titus 1:9). The teaching of sound Christian doctrine is important for
several reasons, but for now let me simply mention two. First, sound Christian
doctrine helps us to learn what is true about both God and ourselves. Second, it
reminds us of the right way to live in light of such truths. And both of these are
essential for the life and health of the church.

First, it’s important to know what is true about God and ourselves. Indeed, our
eternal destiny depends on it!  Not only must we know that God is holy and
righteous  and  will  punish  all  sin,  we  must  also  realize  that  we  are  sinners
(Numbers 14:18; Romans 3:23). But this, in itself, would lead to despair. Hence,
we must also understand that God loves us and sent his Son to be the Savior of
the world (John 3:16; 1 John 4:14). We need to grasp that
forgiveness and reconciliation with God are freely available to those who turn to
Christ in repentance and faith (Acts 3:19; 16:31). Sound Christian doctrine is thus
essential for salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 John 5:9-13; 2 John 1:9). Without it,
true spiritual life and health is impossible.

But this does not exhaust the importance of Christian doctrine. For once we are
saved through faith in Christ, God then calls us to grow up and become like his
Son—and this  would be exceedingly  difficult  apart  from instruction in  sound
Christian doctrine. As Christian philosopher Bill Craig observes, “If we want to
live correctly for Christ . . . we need to first think correctly about Christ. If your
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thinking is skewed and off-base, it is going to affect your life and your Christian
discipleship.”{3}  Indeed,  the  Apostle  Paul  contrasts  Christian  maturity,
characterized  by  genuine  “knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,”  with  spiritual
immaturity, characterized by a lack of such knowledge and a proneness to being
deceived (Ephesians 4:13-14).

God calls us to Christian maturity—and instruction in Christian doctrine plays an
important role in our spiritual  growth.  But there is  also a role for Christian
apologetics—and we must now turn to consider that.

A Defense of Christian Apologetics
Many people question the value of Christian apologetics for the life and health of
the church.{4} They contend that it’s impossible to “argue” anyone into becoming
a Christian. Instead of making a defense for the truth of Christianity, we ought
rather to invest our limited resources in preaching the gospel of Christ, trusting
that God will open people’s hearts and draw them to himself.

Now while I certainly agree that we should be preaching the gospel, and trusting
that God will use it to draw men and women to himself, this negative view of
apologetics is frankly unbiblical, untrue, and shortsighted.

In the first place, such a view is unbiblical. Both Jesus and the Apostle Paul used
arguments and evidence to convince their listeners of particular theological truths
(Matthew 22:15-46; Acts 17:16-34). Moreover, the
Apostle  Peter  tells  us  to  always  be  ready to  “make a  defense”  (or  offer  an
apologetic) to those who ask about our hope in Christ (1 Peter 3:15). A negative
view of Christian apologetics thus runs counter to the teaching of
Scripture.

Second, it’s simply untrue that no one ever comes to Christ through apologetic
arguments and evidence.{5} Indeed,  sometimes the Holy Spirit  actually  uses
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arguments and evidence to draw people to Christ!{6} And while such people may
admittedly be in the minority, they can be extremely influential in commending
the faith to others, for they are often prepared to offer good reasons for believing
that Christianity is really true!

Finally,  a  negative  view  of  Christian  apologetics  is  shortsighted.  The  great
theologian J. Gresham Machen argued that we should aim to create “favorable
conditions  for  the  reception  of  the  gospel.”  Along these  lines,  he  noted  the
difficulty  of  attempting  to  do  evangelism  once  we’ve  given  up  offering  an
intellectually credible case for the truth of Christianity. “We may preach with all
the fervor of a reformer,” he said, “and yet succeed only in winning a straggler
here and there, if we permit the whole collective thought of the nation . . . to be
controlled  by  ideas  which  .  .  .  prevent  Christianity  from being  regarded  as
anything more than a harmless delusion.”{7} Machen understood that neglecting
apologetics is  shortsighted.  For unless we offer arguments and evidence,  we
make it that much easier for people to simply shrug their shoulders and continue
ignoring Christianity’s truth-claims.

Having now dismantled the arguments against apologetics, we’ll next consider its
benefits for the life and health of the church.

The Value of Christian Apologetics
Christian apologetics  is  concerned to offer  a  robust  defense for  the truth of
Christianity. Hence, training in Christian apologetics can be of great value for the
life and health of the church. This is because such training helps to instill within
believers  a  deep  confidence  that  Christianity  is  really  true.  And  when  one
becomes convinced that Christianity is really true, one is typically more likely to
share  one’s  faith  with  others—and  less  likely  to  abandon  the  faith  when
confronted with various social, cultural, and intellectual pressures.

Let’s consider that first point, that when one becomes convinced of Christianity’s
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truth, one is more likely to share this truth with others. Many Christians admit to
being hesitant about sharing their faith because they’re afraid someone will ask
them a question that they are ill-prepared to answer.{8} Training in apologetics
can help counteract this fear. Granted, one may still be asked a question that is
difficult to answer. But apologetics training can help alleviate the fear associated
with  such  situations  by  helping  believers  understand that  good answers  are
available—even if  they  can’t  remember  what  those  answers  are!  To  give  an
illustration, if I learn that there is excellent evidence that a particular drug can
cure some disease, then I will be far more confident about sharing this fact with
others—even if I can’t answer all their questions about how the medicine works. I
may not remember exactly how it works, but I do know that there is very good
evidence that it works. And knowing this, I will naturally be more confident telling
others about it, even if I can’t answer all their questions about how or why.

Moreover, training in apologetics can help insulate believers from abandoning the
faith, for they now know that there are good reasons to believe that Christianity is
really true. Of course, most people who abandon the faith do
so for non-intellectual reasons. Still, as Paul Chamberlain observes, “A number of
vocal  critics  who  have  moved  from  Christianity  to  atheism  cite  intellectual
difficulties with Christianity” as a prime reason for quitting the faith.{9} While
apologetics training can’t completely prevent such outcomes, it can make them
less likely. After all, it’s far more difficult to abandon a view once you’ve become
sincerely convinced of its truth.

Our Witness to the World
Over a hundred years ago, the theologian J. Gresham Machen forcefully argued
that, for the faithful Christian, all of life—including the arts and sciences and
every sphere of intellectual endeavor—must be humbly consecrated to the service
of God.{10} Indeed, this should be true not only for every individual Christian in
particular, but for the entire church in general. Our witness to the world depends
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on it.

Machen wrote:

Christianity must pervade not merely all nations, but . . . all of human thought.
The Christian, therefore, cannot be indifferent to any branch of earnest human
endeavor. It must all be brought into some relation to the gospel. It must be
studied either in order to be demonstrated as false, or else in order to be
made useful in advancing the Kingdom of God. . . . The Church must seek to
conquer not merely every man for Christ, but also the whole of man.{11}

In this article, we’ve been considering the importance of Christian doctrine and
apologetics for the life and health of the church. And clearly, Machen’s proposal
cannot be effectively implemented apart from a healthy understanding of these
issues on the part of the church. After all, how can “all of human thought” be
brought “into some relation to the gospel” unless we first understand what the
gospel is? How can views “be demonstrated as false” unless we first have some
idea of what’s true—and how to reason correctly about it? How can views “be
made useful in advancing the Kingdom of God” unless we first understand such
views, along with how and why they can be useful in advancing God’s kingdom? If
we are ever to have a hope of carrying out a project like this, in a manner that is
both practically effective and faithful to our God, then sound Christian doctrine
and apologetics must occupy a central role in our endeavors.

Christian doctrine and apologetics are not antithetical to the life and health of the
church. They are rather of fundamental importance. Only by knowing what we
believe, and why it’s really true, can we fulfill Peter’s injunction to always be
ready “to make a defense” to anyone who asks about our hope in Christ (1 Peter
3:15). And only thus can we progress to true spiritual maturity, avoiding the
“craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming” (Ephesians 4:13-14). So if we care
about the life and health of the church—along with its witness to the world—we
must  encourage  a  healthy  dose  of  respect  for  sound Christian  doctrine  and
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apologetics.
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Making a Defense
Rick Wade

Rick  Wade  explores  the  meaning  of  the  word  “defense”  in  1  Peter  3:15,
suggesting that all Christians can do what Peter is urging us to do in defending
our faith.

Introduction
Apologetics has grown into a very involved discipline over the last two millennia.
From the beginning, Christians have sought to answer challenges to their claims
about Jesus and complaints and questions about how they lived. Those challenges
have  changed  over  the  years,  and  apologetics  has  become  a  much  more
sophisticated endeavor than it was in the first century.

The Scripture passage most often used to justify apologetics is 1
Peter 3:15: “In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and
respect.” This verse is probably used so often because it sounds
like marching orders. Other Scriptures show us defense in action; this one tells us
to do it.
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The word translated “defense” here is apologia which is a term taken from the
legal world to refer to the defense a person gave in court. It is one of several
words used in Scripture that carry legal connotations. Some others are witness,
testify and testimony, evidence, persuade, and accuse.

Something that scholars have noticed about Scripture is the presence of a kind of
trial motif in both Old and New Testaments, what one New Testament scholar
calls the “cosmic trial motif.”{1} There is a trial of sorts with God on one side and
the  fallen  world  on  the  other.  The  use  of  legal  terminology  isn’t  merely
coincidental.

Think  about  the  arguments  you’ve  heard  presented  by  apologists  that  are
philosophical or scientific or historical. The core issue of apologetics is generally
thought as being truth.{2} While all  this fits with what Peter had in mind, I
believe there was something deeper and wider behind his exhortation.

In short, I think Peter was concerned with two things: faithfulness and speaking
up for Christ. He wanted Christians to acknowledge and not deny Christ. And, as
we’ll see later, Jesus said demands for a defense were to be seen as opportunities
to bear witness. Defense in the New Testament doesn’t function separately from
proclaiming the gospel.

The Old Testament Background
As I noted earlier, there is a kind of cosmic trial motif running through Scripture,
or  what  we might  call  a  “forensic  theme,”  which provides a background for
understanding Peter’s exhortation. One thing that will help us think about defense
and  witness  in  the  New Testament  is  to  look  at  the  trial  motif  in  the  Old
Testament.

Bible scholar A. A. Trites notes the frequency with which one encounters lawsuits
or controversy addressed in a legal manner in the Old Testament such as in the
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book of Job and in the prophets. On occasions of legal controversy, witnesses
were the primary way of  proving one’s  case.  They were not  expected to  be
“merely objective informants,” as we might expect today.{3} The parties involved
“serve both as witnesses and as advocates,” Trites says. “It is the task of the
witnesses not only to attest the facts but also to convince the opposite side of the
truth of them (Isaiah 41:21-4, 26; 43:9; 51:22; cf. Gen. 38:24-6).”{4}

Especially notable in the Old Testament is the controversy between Yahweh and
the pagan gods, represented by the other nations, recorded in Isaiah chapters
40-55. “The debate is over the claims of Yahweh as Creator, the only true God and
the  Lord  of  history  (40:25-31;  44:6-8;  45:8-11,  21),”  says  Trites.{5}  Yahweh
brings charges and calls the nations to present their witnesses, and then calls
Israel to be His witness. A representative passage, which I’ll leave you to look up
for yourself, is Isa. 43:9-12.

Since the other nations have nothing to support their case on behalf of their gods,
they lose by default. By contrast, Israel has witnessed the work and character of
Yahweh.

The New Testament: John and Luke
As I continue to set the context for understanding 1 Peter 3:15, I turn now to look
at defense in the New Testament.

The apostles had a special role to fulfill in the proclamation of the gospel because
they were eyewitnesses to the events of Jesus’ life. Trites says that they “were to
be Christ’s advocates, serving in much the same way that the witnesses for the
defendant served in the Old Testament legal assembly.”{6} Beyond giving the
facts, they announced that Jesus is Lord of all and God’s appointed judge, and
they called people to believe (see Acts 10:36; cf. 2:36-40; 20:21).{7}

I spoke above about the controversy recorded in Isaiah 40-55 between Yahweh

https://www.probe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/PDF-Banner.jpg


and the nations and their gods. This “lawsuit” continues in the Gospels in the
conflict between Jesus and the Jews. New Testament scholar Richard Bauckham
writes, “It is this lawsuit that the Gospel of John sees taking place in the history of
Jesus, as the one true God demonstrates His deity in controversy with the claims
of  the  world.”{8}  Multiple  witnesses  are  brought  forth  in  John’s  Gospel.  In
chapter 5 alone Jesus names His own works, John the Baptist, God the Father,
and the Old Testament. And there are others, for example the Samaritan woman
in chapter 4, and the crowd who witnessed the raising of Lazarus in chapter 12.

This witness extends beyond simply stating the facts. As in the Old Testament,
testimony is  intended to convince listeners to believe.  The purpose of  John’s
Gospel was to lead people to belief in Christ (20:30-31).

The concept of witness is important for Luke as well; obviously so in the book of
Acts, but also in his Gospel. In Luke 24 we read where Jesus told His disciples,
“Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.
And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city
until you are clothed with power from on high” (24:45-49). Here we have a set of
events, a group of witnesses, and the empowerment of the Spirit.

The New Testament: Luke and Paul
It was a dangerous thing to be a Christian in the first century, just as it is in some
parts of the world today. Jesus warned His disciples, “they will lay their hands on
you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons.” Listen
to what He says next: “This will be your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it
therefore  in  your  minds  not  to  meditate  beforehand  how  to  answer”  (Lk.
21:12-14). “How to answer” is the word apologia, the one Peter uses for “make a
defense” in 1 Peter 3:15.
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It’s important to keep the central point of this passage in Luke in view. What
Jesus desired first of all were faithful witnesses. The apostles would face hostility
as He did, and when challenged to explain themselves they were not to fear men
but God, to confess Christ and not deny Him. This warning is echoed in 1 Peter
3:14-15. Jesus’ disciples would be called upon to defend their actions or their
teachings, but their main purpose was to speak on behalf of Christ. Furthermore,
they shouldn’t be anxious about what they would say, for the Spirit would give
them the words (Lk. 12:12; 21:15). This isn’t to say they shouldn’t learn anything;
Jesus spent a lot of time teaching His followers. It simply means that the Spirit
would take such opportunities to deliver the message He wanted to deliver.

Witness  and  defense  were  the  theme of  Paul’s  ministry.  He  said  that  Jesus
appointed him to be a witness for Christ (Acts 22:15; 26:16; see also 23:11). As he
traveled about, preaching the gospel, he was called upon to defend himself before
the Jews in Jerusalem (Acts 22 and 23), before the governor, Felix, in Caesarea
(chap. 24), and before King Agrippa (chap. 26).

Toward the end of his life when he was imprisoned in Rome, Paul told the church
in Philippi, “I am put here for the defense of the gospel (1:16; cf. v.7). That claim
is in the middle of a paragraph about preaching Christ (Phil. 1:15-18).

In obedience to Jesus, Paul was faithful to confess and not deny. Although he was
called  upon  to  defend  himself  or  his  actions,  he  almost  always  turned  the
opportunity into a defense and proclamation of the gospel.

1 Peter
Finally I come to 1 Peter 3:15. What is the significance of what I’ve said about the
trial motif in Scripture for this verse?

A key theme in 1 Peter is a proper response to persecution. Christians were
starting to suffer for their faith (3:8-4:2). Peter encouraged them to stand firm as
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our Savior did who himself “suffered in the flesh,” as Peter wrote (4:1).

After exhorting his readers to “turn away from evil and do good” (1 Pet. 3:11),
Peter says,

Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? But even if
you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of
them, nor be troubled, but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always
being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the
hope that  is  in  you;  yet  do it  with gentleness and respect,  having a good
conscience,  so  that,  when  you  are  slandered,  those  who  revile  your  good
behavior in Christ may be put to shame (3:13-16).

The main point of this passage is faithfulness: faithfulness in righteous living, and
faithfulness in honoring Christ and speaking up when challenged.

So how does the idea of witness fit in here? I submit that Peter would have
remembered Jesus’ instructions to turn demands for a defense into opportunities
to bear witness. Remember Luke 21:13? Peter did this himself. When he and John
were called before Caiaphas, as we read in Acts 4 and 5, rather than deny Jesus
as he did when Jesus was on trial (Mk. 14:66-72), Peter faithfully proclaimed
Christ not once but twice. The second time he said, “We must obey God rather
than men,” and then he laid out the gospel  message (Acts 5:27-32; see also
4:5-22).

Sometimes I hear apologists talking about how to put apologetics and evangelism
together. While there may be a conceptual distinction between the two, they are
both aspects of the one big task of bearing witness for Jesus. The trajectory of our
engagement with unbelief ought always to be the proclamation of the gospel even
if we can’t always get there. As Paul said in 1 Cor. 2:5, our faith rests properly in
Christ and the message of the cross, not in the strength of an argument.
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Defense and witness are the responsibility of all of us. If that seems rather scary,
remember that we’re promised, in Luke 12:12, the enabling of the Spirit to give
us the words we need.
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Universe? – The Evidence Supports
Belief in God
Steve Cable

Steve Cable considers the question of why could we possibly be important in such
a vast universe.  Current research shows that there are reasons why God needed
such a vast universe to house life on this planet.  Understanding this idea can
make it an apologetic for our faith rather than a fact which detracts from our
faith.  Science is the study of God’s creation and the more we delve into it the
clearer the hand of God becomes.

Why  Is  the  Universe  So  Vast?  Are  We  Truly
Insignificant?
What do you feel when you look at the night sky? Awe? Insignificance? Adoration?
Recently, my wife and I took three Ph.D. students from China for an overnight
outing at a lake in West Texas. One of the things that impressed them most was
the  opportunity  to  view  the  night  sky  on  a  moonless  night.  Due  to  “light
pollution,” people in most cities can only make out a few hundred stars with the
naked eye. These young women had never seen the night sky as King David did
when he declared, “The heavens declare the glory of God!” (Psalm 19:1, NASU).
They were so taken by the stars and the Milky Way that they spent several hours
lying on the dock, looking up at the night sky.
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These students were not Christians, and I was glad to have an
opportunity to use what we know about the stars to talk to them
about the overwhelming evidence for a Creator who is intensely
interested in humans. However, another host may have used the
same night sky to argue that if there is a God, we must not be very
significant to God. Which view is correct? In this article, we will look into the
Bible  and  into  current  scientific  theories  to  better  equip  us  to  answer  this
important question.

According to the Bible, the transcendent Creator of this universe made humans in
His own image as the focal point of His creation. Skeptics of a biblical worldview
often point to the vastness of the universe as evidence that humans cannot be the
focal point of a theistic creation. The famous astronomer, author, and television
personality Carl Sagan put it this way:

Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some
privileged position in the Universe, are challenged by this point of pale light.
Our planet is  a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark.  In our
obscurity,  in  all  this  vastness,  there  is  no  hint  that  help  will  come from
elsewhere to save us from ourselves.{1}

Famous  physicist  Stephen  Hawking  wrote,  “Our  Solar  System is  certainly  a
prerequisite for our existence . . . . but there does not seem to be a need for all
these other galaxies.”{2}

In other words, why would God create this huge universe, if He was primarily
interested in His relationship with one species occupying a tiny planet?

I think this is a reasonable question. After all, based on observations from the
Hubble  Telescope,  the  current  best  estimate  for  the  number  of  stars  in  the

observable universe is 5 times 10 to the 22nd power; that is a 5 with 22 zeros after
it. How many stars is that? Well, if you were to count one star every second, it
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would take you only fifteen hundred trillion years to count them. These stars are
spread over billions of light years. Amazingly, all of these stars account for only
about 1% of the total mass of the universe. Why did God create such a vast
universe, placing us on a single small planet with no reasonable hope of ever
traveling beyond our solar system? Does the size of our universe run counter to a
biblical worldview?

A  Biblical  Perspective  of  Humankind  and  the
Vast Heavens
If God is the Creator of the universe, and the Bible is revelation directly from God,
then accurate observation of the universe will ultimately prove to be consistent
with His revelation.  By combining the general  revelation of  science with the
special  revelation  of  the  Bible,  we  should  be  rewarded  with  a  greater
understanding of the nature of our Creator and His intentions for mankind. Let’s
see if this is true in addressing the vastness of the universe.

First let’s consider what God’s special revelation for us, the Bible, has to say
about the vastness of the universe. The Bible often refers to God’s creative work
in “stretching out the heavens” and filling it with stars (e.g. Job 9:8, Zechariah
12:1). A review of Bible passages on the stars and the heavens reveals a number
of  reasons  why  a  vast  universe  is  consistent  with  humans  being  the  most
significant part of creation.

We need to realize that creating a vast universe is  not harder for God than
creating  a  smaller  universe.  God brought  the  universe  into  existence  out  of
nothing.  He  had  no  limits  on  the  amount  of  matter  and  energy  created.
Consequently, it is meaningless to say that it would be a tremendous waste for
God to create so many lifeless galaxies. The concept of waste only applies when
there is a limited supply. When there is an unlimited supply, you can use all you
desire; there is plenty more where that came from.
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Within this vast universe, God placed earth in potentially the only place in the
universe capable of  supporting advanced life.  There are many aspects of  the
universe  that  are  hidden  from the  casual  observer,  but  the  vastness  of  the
heavens is not one of them. God created the earth and positioned it in an ideal
place so that humans could observe the vastness of the heavens and the enormous
number of stars. The Bible points out at least five purposes for humans observing
this vast universe:

1.  To reveal  His  majesty  and power.  Job refers  to  this  understanding as  he
reflected on his sufferings stating,

Who commands the sun not to shine,
And sets a seal upon the stars;
Who alone stretches out the heavens
And tramples down the waves of the sea;
Who makes the Bear, Orion and the Pleiades,
And the chambers of the south;
Who does great things, unfathomable,
And wondrous works without number.
Were He to pass by me, I would not see Him;
Were He to move past me, I would not perceive Him.
Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him?
Who could say to Him, “What are You doing?” (Job 9:7-12).

Later,  God confronts  Job with  His  lack of  understanding the full  power and
majesty of His Creator:

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell Me, if you have understanding, . . . .
Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades,
Or loose the cords of Orion?
Can you lead forth a constellation in its season,
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And guide the Bear with her satellites?
Do you know the ordinances of the heavens,
Or fix their rule over the earth? (Job 38:4, 31-33).

As we see in this passage, God intentionally did creative, wondrous works without
number so that we could glimpse His greatness.

2. To emphasize our insignificance without God. The vastness of the heavens
highlights how insignificant humans are apart from God’s concern for us. The
primary lesson that Job learned through his experience was that we are in no
position to critique God’s actions over His creation. God’s creation is so vast that
any significance we have comes solely from God’s choice to be concerned with us.
Job stated it this way: “Behold, I am insignificant; what can I reply to You?” (Job
40:4)

King David was the most significant person in Israel during his reign, but when he
considered the vastness of God’s creation he acknowledged our insignificance:

When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;
What is man that You take thought of him,
And the son of man that You care for him (Psalm 8:3-4)?

3. As a measure of His loving kindness toward us. God uses the vastness of the
heavens to help us understand the magnitude of His love for us, stating, “For as
high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His loving kindness toward
those who fear Him” (Psalm 103:11).

God’s love for us is greater than the billions of light years which separate us from
the most distant galaxies.

4. As a picture of His faithfulness and forgiveness. In a similar way, God uses our
inability to completely grasp the breadth and depth of the universe to emphasize
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spiritual truths. Through Jeremiah, God promised a new covenant where He will
remember our sins no more. God used the vastness of the heavens to convey His
promise to never cast those in the new covenant away from Him with these
words,

Thus says the LORD, “If the heavens above can be measured
And the foundations of the earth searched out below,
Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel
For all that they have done,” declares the LORD (Jeremiah 31:37).

Even today astronomers recognize that the universe we can observe is much
smaller than the state of the universe as it exists today. Due to the finite speed of
light, it is impossible to directly observe the current size of the universe or count
the exact number of stars. Just as the heavens can never be measured, God will
never cast us off from His presence.

5. As a reminder that our understanding is limited. Our Creator understands the
universe from one end to the other and from the beginning of time to its end. As
humans, we are just beginning to probe its mysteries. So, God reminds us, “For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And
My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:9).

It is clear that God intended us to observe and study the stars and the heavens. As
a part of God’s general revelation, the magnitude of the universe speaks to His
greatness. Through God’s special revelation, we see God using the vastness of His
creation to teach us lessons about who we are and how we relate to Him. For a
Creator who was willing to sacrifice His only Son on the cross for our redemption,
it would be child’s play to create a vast universe solely for our instruction. With
this understanding, the vastness of the universe becomes a testament to our
importance to God rather than evidence of our insignificance.
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A Scientific Perspective of Humankind and the
Vast Universe
If  God is  the Creator  of  the universe and the author  of  the Bible,  accurate
observation  of  the  universe  will  ultimately  prove  to  be  consistent  with  His
revelation.  By  combining  the  general  revelation  of  science  with  the  special
revelation of the Bible, we should be rewarded with a greater understanding of
the nature of our Creator and His intentions for mankind.

In his book Why the Universe is the Way It Is{3}, Hugh Ross points out a number
of areas where combining the latest observations of astronomy and physics with
biblical theology provides us with fuller answers for some of the tough questions
of life. One area he focuses on is the question we have been examining: “Does the
vastness of this universe mean that we are insignificant and/or accidental?”

If we assume, as most skeptics and seekers would, that the physical laws of this
universe have remained constant from the beginning of the universe until now,
then the current state of scientific knowledge points to three reasons why the
universe must occupy the mass and volume that it does in order for advanced
carbon based life to exist on this planet.

1. The exact mass of the universe was necessary for life supporting elements to
exist. Life requires heavier elements such as oxygen, carbon, and nitrogen. These
elements are produced in the nuclear furnaces of stars. If there were less mass in
the universe, only lighter elements such as helium would be produced. If there
were more mass, only heavier elements, such as iron, would be produced. In fact,
the amount of mass and dark energy in the universe must be fine tuned to less

than one part in 10 to the 60th power, or one part in one trillion trillion trillion
trillion trillion, to have a universe that can create a life supporting solar system
and planet.

2. The exact mass of the universe was required to regulate the expansion of the
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universe to allow the formation of the sun and the solar system. Amazingly, it
turns out that the same total mass that results in the right mix of life supporting
elements also results in the right amount of gravity to dampen the expansion of
matter across the surface of the space-time continuum to allow the formation of
stars like the sun which are capable of supporting a planet like earth. If the
universe were expanding faster, stars and solar systems would not form. If the
universe were expanding slower, giant stars and black holes would dominate the
universe. Once again the total matter in the universe is fine tuned to support life.
And what an amazing coincidence: the number that creates the right mix of
elements also creates the right expansion rate. This dual fine tuning is much less
likely than achieving the financial returns guaranteed by Bernie Madoff!

3. The vast volume of the universe is required to give the earth just the right
amount  of  light  and  other  electromagnetic  radiation  to  support  life  and  not
destroy it. Life not only requires a planet with the right mix of elements orbiting
the right kind of sun in just the right solar system; it also requires a “just right”
galactic environment. Astronomers has discovered what they call “the galactic
habitable zone” for our Milky Way galaxy at a distance of about 26,000 light years
from the center of the galaxy. Any planet closer to the center will experience
deadly radiation levels. Any planet further away from the center would lack the
mix of heavy elements necessary for advanced life. But the vast majority of this
habitable zone is inside one of the uninhabitable spiral arms of the galaxy. Since
stars revolve around the galactic center at a rate different than the spiral arm
structure  based on their  distance  from the  center  of  the  galaxy,  most  solar
systems pass through deadly  spiral  arms over  the course of  time.  Our solar
system occupies a very special place as Hugh Ross points out: “The solar system
holds a special position in the Milky Way . . . the one distance from the core
where stars orbit the galaxy at the same rate as its spiral arm structure does.”{4}

Once  again  we  are  faced  with  a  divine  “coincidence”:  the  same  fine-tuned
distance required to safely place a habitable planet is also the exact distance
required to keep that planet out of the deadly spiral arms.
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Not only must the earth be located far from the center of the Milky Way, the
Milky Way must be located far enough away from other galaxies to maintain the
stability of its spiral structure. Many aspects of the Milky Way appear to be very
rare or unique in the universe.

As you can see, a logical application of current scientific orthodoxy based on the
Big Bang and constant natural laws overwhelmingly supports the view that the
vastness of the universe does not imply that human life is unremarkable and
insignificant. On the contrary, the most reasonable conclusion from the evidence
is that life on this planet is  the primary purpose behind the vastness of  our
universe. Both the Bible and the results of scientific observation agree: our vast
universe is the work of a Creator who considers life on earth as very significant.

Consequently, we don’t have to convince a seeker that the world is much younger
than it  appears  in  order  to  answer the question,  “Are we significant  to  our
Creator?” We can say, “Whether you look to the teaching of the Bible or you look
at the current prevailing models from the scientific community, the answer is
definitely yes!” The important question is, “Is it possible to know more about my
Creator  and  have  a  relationship  with  Him?”  Beginning  with  the  death  and
resurrection of Jesus, we can explain how to have an eternal relationship with
God and why we believe the Bible is the reliable source of information about our
Creator and our universe.

• Check out our article “The Answer is the Resurrection” at Probe.org for more
information on using the resurrection to respond to key questions from seekers.
• For more information on topics related to the origins of our universe and other
science topics, check out our Faith and Science section.
•  For further discussion on the age of  the universe see “Christian Views of
Science and Earth History” in our Faith and Science section.
• For further discussion of how the age of the universe debate relates to this
discussion see Appendix A: Theology vs. Science or Theology plus Science? and
Appendix B: Apologetics and the Age of the Universe.
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