Who Told You That You Were
Naked?
Sue Bohlin

Sue Bohlin reflects on God’s question to Adam after he fell and broke the
creation.
There is a most interesting interaction in Genesis 3 between Adam and God after
the Fall, when Adam and Eve sinned by rebelling against God’s command not to
eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. God calls to Adam, who is
hiding among the trees of the Garden of Eden, “Where are you?” Adam explains,
“…I was afraid because I was naked, so I hid.”
And the Lord God said, “Who told you that you were naked?” (3:11)
Hmmmm. Interesting question, one that Adam doesn’t answer.
The first thing the newly fallen man tells his Creator is that he was afraid, and he
was naked. Up to this point, in a literally perfect world, there was no fear, and
there were no clothes. How did he know to identify this new feeling of being
afraid? And “naked” is the opposite of “clothed.” In a world without clothes,
“naked” has no meaning, right?
When Adam says he was afraid because he was naked, my guess is that this was
how he described the new, unwelcome feeling of shame: the horrible awareness
of being very not-okay, of being vulnerable and embarrassed and exposed.

But I’ve been munching for days on the next question: “Who told you that you
were naked?”
In Genesis 3:7, we read that as soon as Adam and Eve sinned, “Then the eyes of
both of them opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves
together and made coverings for themselves.” Apparently there was an immediate
and awful awareness of a change, of something very very wrong.
(I personally think they might have been previously enveloped with light and
glory. Psalm 104:2 tells us that God, who made them in His image,
“covers himself with light as if it were a garment.” The moment they sinned, I
think they lost their light.)
But God didn’t ask, “How did you know you were naked?” He asked, “Who told
you that you were naked?”
There are only four characters in the garden: God, Adam, Eve . . . and the
serpent, who we find out later is “the devil who deceives the whole world”
(Revelation 12:9).
So, although Adam doesn’t answer God’s question, it sure sounds to me like it was
the nasty serpent.
And I wonder if that question is in the scriptures to direct us to pay attention to
the voices that speak to us:
Who told you that you were too much?
Who told you that you were not enough?
Who told you that you were fat?
Who told you that you were ugly?
Who told you that you were dumb?
Who told you that you were incompetent?
Who told you that you were a loser?

Who told you that you were too old?
Who told you that you were too young?
And now I’m seeing the pattern extend to the broken sexuality in our culture:
Who told you that you were a boy in a girl’s body?
Who told you that you were gay or lesbian or bisexual?
Who told you that you were asexual or polyamorous?
Social media has given the enemy of our souls a megaphone for his devious,
destructive lies.
I thank God for His clarifying question that is just as salient today as it was the
day the creation broke at the Fall: “Who told you that you were ______?” We need
to look beyond the message to the WHO behind it, the source of the voice planting
doubt and lies in our souls.
And instead of listening to the voice of the one whose native tongue is lies (John
8:44), we should listen to the One who speaks loving truth to us about ourselves:
You are the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13)
You are the light of the world (Matthew 5:14)
You are blessed of the Father (Matthew 25:34)
You are more valuable than many sparrows (Luke 12:7)
You are clean because of the word which I have spoken to you (John 15:3)
You are the branches (John 15:5)
You are My friends (John 15:14)
You are the called of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:6)
You are beloved of God (Romans 1:7)
You are a temple of God and the Spirit of God dwells in you (1 Corinthians
3:16)
You are Christ’s body, and individually members of it (1 Corinthians
12:27)

You are a letter of Christ (2 Corinthians 3:3)
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26)
You are sons of light and sons of day (1 Thessalonians 5:5)
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9)
Now when we hear, “Who told you that you are ______?” we can say, “YOU did,
Lord! You told me in Your word!”

A Christian Purpose for Life –
Proclaiming the Glory of Christ
Steve Cable

Steve Cable answers the question, Why does God leave Christians on earth after
we are saved?

Misconceptions and Our Identity
Examining the beliefs and behavior of born-again emerging adults over the last
few years, one common deficiency is a misunderstanding of their relationship to
eternity. Many believers either have not thought about the question of “Why did

God leave me here on earth once I was saved?” or they harbor misconceptions
about the answer. Let’s begin by considering some common misconceptions.

The first misconception is being purposeless. These people believe
that thinking about their eternal purpose is a waste of time. Just
live for the moment. My eternal destiny is secure so why bother
myself with asking, “Why am I still here? I’ll worry about the
things of heaven after I die.” This viewpoint devalues the sacrifice of Christ. He
did not give His life for us so that we can be unconcerned about what concerns
Him.{1}
The second misconception is focusing on this life’s pleasures. Many young people
say things like “I don’t want Jesus to return until after I have traveled, married,
had children, gotten that promotion, etc.” They assume these things are of
ultimate importance in their lives. Yet, the Bible teaches us that this attitude will
choke out God’s fruit in our lives. As Jesus said, “[T]he worries of the world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things, enter in and choke
the word and it becomes unfruitful.”{2}
A third misconception is becoming prepared for heaven. Some think that God
needs to get our character up to some entrance level requirement before we are
ready to move on to heaven. Most people with this view are not really working
hard to match their lifestyle to a biblical standard, but they figure at some point
they will. However, since our righteousness is not our own, but rather that of
Jesus’,{3} we don’t need to get more righteous to enter heaven. In fact, when we
see Him then we will be like Him.{4} The fastest way to make us completely
mature is to take us out of this world.
One final misconception is providing for one’s family. Caring for our family is
certainly part of God’s desire for our lives. However, if our sole purpose is to
provide for our own family and our children have the same purpose and so on, the

church will be limited to us and our progeny—and no one else.
These common misconceptions as to our purpose fall under the warning Paul gave
us in Philippians,
For many walk, of whom I often told you, . . . that they are enemies of the
cross of Christ, . . . whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their
shame, who set their minds on earthly things.{5}
Paul goes on to explain, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ . . .”{6}
We are to live our lives constantly aware of our heavenly citizenship, eagerly
awaiting the return of our Lord. In this article, we examine the book of 1 Peter to
see what Peter has to say about our purpose in life and how we are to live it out.

Called to a Critical Mission
Peter begins the book of 1 Peter by reminding us what Christ has done for us.
Let’s read the first few verses of this amazing letter.
According to his great mercy, [God] has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time.
Through the resurrection of Jesus we are born again and are looking forward to
an eternal inheritance kept in heaven for us to be revealed in the last time. What
a wonderful truth helping us to realize that we are already living in eternity as we
wait for our inheritance to be revealed. In the meantime, we are living on this
earth in a temporary “earthsuit” called to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.
In the remainder of his letter to the churches, Peter addresses what we are to do

while we are living on this earth. He first tells us that we are likely to encounter
trials and suffering in this world. Then, beginning with verse 13 of chapter 1,
Peter conveys to us the importance of our mission, giving us instructions we
would expect a military commander to give before sending his team out on a
dangerous and critical mission. He tells us to:
Prepare our minds for action — we are to be action oriented, not passively
waiting for our life to pass by.
Be alert and focused on the mission — we are to keep our minds focused on
God’s purpose for our life on this earth.
Keep a long term perspective — don’t be deceived into putting your
thoughts and your hope on the temporary temptations of the world, and
Realize God has entrusted you with the priceless resource of time — Peter
tells us that we are to conduct ourselves in the fear of the Lord while we are
on this earth.
In the latter parts of chapter 1, Peter reminds us that we have been redeemed at
a very high cost, the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. We
owe a tremendous debt which motivates us to desire to faithfully carry out our
mission on this earth.
The calls to action listed above must be accompanied by two critical components
to be effective in this life. Specifically, Peter calls on us to purify our hearts not
conforming to our former lusts and to love other believers not only as a friend, but
also with sacrificial love by which Jesus loves you. The actions listed above are not
our purpose on this earth, but rather activities we need to address if we are fulfill
our purpose.

Our Purpose: To Proclaim His Excellencies
Why does God leaves us on this earth after we are saved? In the second chapter of
his letter, Peter begins by reminding us that we are living stones, part of the holy
building God is building on the cornerstone Jesus Christ. This building made up of
the lives of Christians is to be a beacon proclaiming the glory of God and the good
news of redemption in Jesus.
In verses 9 and 10 of Chapter 2, Paul clearly states the purpose of our lives and of
the church when he writes:
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
We are a special people on this earth, God’s own people. Peter uses the terms
used by Yahweh of the Israelites in the wilderness where God told them through
Moses,
Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.{7}
The Israelites discovered that they could not obey His voice or keep His covenant
even when ruled by kings who desired to serve the Lord. Jesus Christ had to
“become sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God
through Him.”{8} In Jesus’ righteousness, we now become the special people of
God given His purposes to accomplish on this earth.
We are left here so that we may proclaim His excellencies. We are to proclaim
more than just the general attributes of our Creator. We are to let people know

that our Creator is prepared to deliver them out of darkness and let them live in
His marvelous light. God has entrusted us with His glory, His light. We have the
privilege of proclaiming His glory and offering His grace. At a basic level, we
proclaim His excellencies by obeying His commands to proclaim Christ, make
disciples, and be available for God to use us on this earth.
If we are to proclaim the glories of Christ and the gospel of redemption to eternal
life, how are we to accomplish this wonderful goal?

Fulfilling Our Purpose Through Excellent
Behavior and Right Relationships
In this article we have been looking at the question, “What purpose does God
have for my life as a Christian here on planet Earth?” We have seen that God
leaves us here primarily for the purpose of bringing others into His kingdom. As
Paul said, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain . . . if I am to remain on in the
flesh if will mean fruitful labor for me.”{9} In his letter to the Colossians, Paul
stated, “We proclaim [Christ] by instructing and teaching all people with all
wisdom so that we may present every person mature in Christ.”{10} The apostle
Peter put it this way, “[You are] a people of his own, so that you may proclaim the
virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”{11}
If we are to proclaim Christ in this world, the next obvious question is, how are
we to do this? Is the best approach to rent a large electronic bull horn and drive
the streets preaching the good news? Or in today’s world perhaps we can start a
Facebook page or send out a tweet with John 3:16? These techniques may be
appropriate in some circumstances, but that is not where the apostle Peter says
we should begin.
Peter follows his statement that we are called to proclaim Christ with this
interesting instruction:

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the
Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the
day of visitation.{12}
Instead of following this primary purpose with instructions on how to best
verbalize our faith, he first focuses on how we live out our faith. He clearly points
out that our behavior if kept excellent in purity and good deeds will attract the
attention of non-Christians, of evil doers, causing them to consider the work of
Christ in this world. We see that the reason God calls us to excellent behavior is
not so that we will be good enough to get into His heaven, but rather to convict
others of their need for a savior.
Peter continues to address ways in which we should proclaim Christ in the
remainder of the second chapter. He points out that having godly relationships is
an important way of proclaiming Christ. What types of relationships does Peter
address? He specifically calls out our relationships with unbelievers, government
authorities, our bosses, our co-workers, husbands and wives, other believers and
the elders He has placed over us.
Relationships are the biggest part of life. As people observe your relationships,
they can see that they are different because you offer supernatural love, and your
eternal perspective allows you to approach them with a servant’s heart. As
Christians, our relationships are not about getting what we deserve, but rather
about giving to others the same way Jesus has given to us.

Fulfilling Your Purpose Through Your Testimony
and Your Prayers
Above we have seen that our post-salvation purpose of life on earth is to proclaim
the excellencies of Jesus Christ through the gospel. We also looked at the first two

ways that we should use to proclaim Christ in this world. The first way is through
excellent behavior lived out before an unbelieving world. The second is through
living out right relationships with those with whom we deal in this world. As you
can see, these first two ways that Peter addresses do not require us to explain our
faith in Jesus Christ. Rather, they draw unbeliever’s attention to our lives,
building up questions in their minds.
For example, in 1 Peter 2:18-19, Peter tells us,
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those
who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. For this
finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up
under sorrows when suffering unjustly.
Having a good attitude toward our boss even in those times when they are
unreasonable finds favor with God and testifies to others of our different
perspective.
After dealing with a comprehensive list of life relationships, from the government
to our husbands and wives, Peter brings up our spoken testimony as well. In 3:15,
he says:
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in
you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that
in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ will be put to shame.
Not only are we to live our lives in ways that proclaim the glories of our Savior,
we are to be prepared to give an account for the hope that is in us. We know from
the first chapter of 1 Peter that the hope that is in us is the hope that comes from
being born again and knowing that we have obtained an eternal inheritance
reserved for us in heaven. We need to be prepared to share with others that

through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ they too can share in this same
hope that drives our lives. The phrase in the verse, to make a defense, is a
translation of the Greek world apologia from which we obtain our English word
“apologetics.”
It is important to note the context in which this call to apologetics is placed. First,
it is to be done with gentleness and reverence, not with arrogance and selfrighteousness. The object is not to demonstrate you are right, but rather to help
the questioner come to grips with the truth of grace through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Second, Peter reiterates his instruction found in
2:12, reminding us that we are to focus on living sanctified lives so that even
those who slander us know in their hearts of our good behavior in Christ.
Finally, in 1 Peter 4:7, we are called to be “of sound judgment and sober spirit for
the purpose of prayer.” If we are to be effective in proclaiming Christ in this
world we must be consistently praying about the people and the obstacles we
face.
Peter makes it clear that our purpose as a church on this earth is to proclaim the
goodness of Christ who delivered us out of the domain of darkness and into the
eternal kingdom of God. Proclaiming Christ in this way involves our excellent
behavior, our right relationships, our gentle defense of the gospel, and a
commitment to prayer. Let us examine our lives to see how this call is being lived
out in us.
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