Christmas Articles

A Christmas Quiz [Dale Taliaferro]
A quiz concerning the Christmas story from a biblical
perspective.
3 Points About Christmas: Evidence for Biblical Truth [Paul
Rutherford]
Paul Rutherford suggests using three fulfilled biblical
prophecies as an apologetic for biblical truth.
The Star of Bethlehem [Dr. Ray Bohlin]
What was the Star of Bethlehem? Some people suggest is was an
astronomical conjunction of planets and stars. But it might
have been the Shekinah Glory, a physical manifestation of
God’s presence on earth.
Christmas Film Favorites [Todd Kappelman]
Todd Kappelman highlights some favorite films of the Christmas
season, encouraging Christians to enjoy the films while
separating the sacred from the secular: A Christmas Carol,
Miracle on 34th Street, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, It’s a
Wonderful Life, and A Charlie Brown Christmas.
Truth You Can Sing About: 5 Christmas Carols [Steven Davis]
Probe Radio producer Steven Davis wrote the scripts providing
devotional insights into five Christmas carols, and his son

and Mind Games Camp alumnus Jon Clive Davis wrote and
performed the music underneath.
Truth You Can Sing About: Part 2 [Steven Davis]
Probe Radio producer Steven Davis wrote five more scripts
providing devotional insights into five Christmas carols, and
his son and Mind Games Camp alumnus Jon Clive Davis wrote and
performed the music underneath.
Truth You Can Sing About: Part 3 [Steven Davis]
For the third year in a row, Steven Davis and his son Jon
Clive Davis collaborated on a new look at five Christmas
carols, accompanied throughout each day’s broadcast by new
compositions of each carol.
The Theology of Christmas Carols [Dr. Robert Pyne]
A look at the theology behind five Christmas carols: Come Thou
Long Expected Jesus, Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Joy to the
World, O Little Town of Bethlehem, and O Holy Night.
Christmas SHINY! [Sue Bohlin]
The visible presence of God in the Old Testament—the Shekinah
glory—shows up again at Christmas. No wonder we like shiny,
sparkly things that remind us of the glory of heaven!
Is Christmas Necessary? [Jerry Solomon]
Christians have had to respond to the customs of the
surrounding culture since the beginning of the church. In the
end, though, Christmas is necessary only in terms of its
historical and theological content.
Reincarnation: The Christmas Counterfeit [Sue Bohlin]
Sue blogs that Jesus is the only person who had a life before
His birth, which we celebrate at Christmas.
The Christmas Story: Does It Still Matter? [Rusty Wright]
Christmas often means time with family, hectic shopping,
parties, cards and gifts. But what about the first Christmas?
Why is the original story the baby in a manger, shepherds,

wise men, angels important, if at all? The answer may surprise
you.
The First Christmas Wreath [Jimmy Williams]
The founder of Probe Ministries examines the role of the
wreath in Christmas.
The Great Light [Jimmy Williams]
A short essay on the role of light at Christmas.
The Stable [Jimmy Williams]
Jimmy Williams examines the symbolic and prophetic role of the
stable in Christmas.
Are You Listening? Do You Hear What I Hear? [Rusty Wright]
Have you ever missed a great opportunity because you weren’t
listening carefully? Twenty centuries ago some clues to
impending good news of monumental import eluded most folks.
Fascinating prophecies of Jesus’ birth and life bring
revealing insights into your own life today.

A Christmas Quiz: Separated
Version
Dr. Dale Taliaferro’s 38-question quiz concerning
Christmas story from a biblical perspective.
The quiz with questions and answers together can
be found here.
1. Can you name the parents of Jesus?
Answer
2. Where did Joseph and Mary live before they were married?

the

Answer
3. What was the name of the angel who appeared to Mary?
Answer
4. Where did Joseph and Mary live after their marriage?
Answer
5. Where was Mary when the angel appeared to her?
Answer
6. Whom did Mary visit immediately after Gabriel appeared to
her?
Answer
7. How far along in her pregnancy was Elizabeth when Gabriel
appeared to Mary?
Answer
8. How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth?
Answer
9. Why didn’t Mary stay to celebrate the birth of John?
Answer
10. How far along in her pregnancy was Mary when she broke the
news to Joseph?
Answer
11. Why were Joseph and Mary going to Bethlehem?
Answer
12. Why did Mary accompany Joseph?
Answer

13. What determined the city to which each Jew had to travel
in order to be taxed?
Answer
14. Who, then, would be in Bethlehem?
Answer
15. How did they travel?
Answer
16. Why couldn’t Joseph and Mary find space in the inn?
Answer
17. Who were the first people to come to see Jesus according
to Scripture?
Answer
18. What chorus did the angels sing to the shepherds?
Answer
19. What sign did the angels tell the shepherds to look for?
Answer
20. What was the manger?
Answer
21. In what way do the meaning of the Hebrew term for
Bethlehem and the sign given by the angels prepare us for
Jesus’ later ministry?
Answer
22. What happened eight days after Jesus’ birth?
Answer

23. What happened 32 days after Jesus’ circumcision (40 days
after Jesus’ birth)?
Answer
24. What are two reasons that Joseph and Mary took Jesus to
Jerusalem?
Answer
25. Where did Joseph and Mary go after the purification
ceremony?
Answer
26. What are magi?
Answer
27. How many wise men came to see Jesus?
Answer
28. How many gifts did the wise men bring and to whom did they
present their gifts?
Answer
29. What was curious about the star?
Answer
30. How did Herod use the star?
Answer
31. Where were Jesus, Mary, and Joseph when the wise men
reached them?
Answer
32. How old was Jesus at this time?
Answer

33. In what year was Jesus born?
Answer
34. How long was Jesus in Egypt with His parents?
Answer
35. How did Joseph and Mary finance the trip to Egypt?
Answer
36. Where was Jesus raised upon His return to Israel?
Answer
37. How old was Jesus when He began His ministry?
Answer
38. How old was Jesus when He died?
Answer

Answers
1. a. Mary (Matt. 1:16; Luke 1:31, 2:6-7).
b. God (Luke 1:32, 35).
c. Joseph (by adoption) (Matt 1:16, 19-20, 24-25).
Back
2. a. Mary–In Nazareth (Luke 1:26-27).
b. Joseph–In Nazareth, presumably (Luke 2:4).
Back
3. Gabriel (Luke 1:26).
Back
4. Nazareth (Luke 2:4-5, 39).
Back
5. In Nazareth, inside some structure or building (Luke 1:26,
28).

Back
6. Elizabeth, her relative (Luke 1:36).
Back
7. Six months (Luke 1:26, 36).
Back
8. About three months (Luke 1:56).
Back
9. Probably fear of stoning, since she was pregnant and
beginning “to show.”
Back
10. At least three months (Luke 1:38-39, 56).
Back
11. To be enrolled for the taxes (Luke 2:1-3).
Back
12. a. A practical reason (she was well along in her
pregnancy).
b. A biblical-prophetical reason (Micah 5:2).
Back
13. Lineage. Joseph had to go to the city of David since he
was of “the house and family of David.” (Luke 2:3-4).
Back
14. a. Joseph’s relatives—descendants of David (Luke 2:3-4).
b. Possibly Mary’s relatives also (Luke 3:31-32).
Back
15. Probably in a caravan (cf. Luke 10:30-37, esp. 30). The
Scripture doesn’t say anything about their journey to
Bethlehem.
Back
16. Probably because Joseph’s relatives rejected them and

wouldn’t give up their space (Luke 2:5; cf. Luke 1:61, 2:5;
John 8:41).
Back
17. Shepherds (Luke 2:8, 15-16).
Back
18. None. They said “Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace among men of good will” (Luke 2:14).
Back
19. The baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger (Luke 2:12, 16-17).
Back
20. A feeding trough made of stone.
Back
21. a. Bethlehem means “house of bread,” which correlates with
Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse (John 6:22-65).
b. Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes—the same kind of
clothes He would be buried in (John 19:40).
Back
22. His circumcision (Luke 2:21).
Back
23. Mary’s ceremonial purification and Jesus’ redemption (Luke
2:22-24).
Back
24. a. To fulfill the Law—Jesus’ redemption and Mary’s
purification (Luke 2:22-23).
b. To fulfill prophecy (the personal prophetic revelation
given to Simeon) (Luke 2:25-32, esp. 26).
Back
25. Nazareth (Luke 2:39).
Back

26. Politically powerful scholars and astronomers (“kingmakers”).
Back
27. Scripture does not say, but Augustine and Chrysostom say
twelve. Another tradition names three: Melchior (Shem’s
descendant), Caspar (Ham’s descendant), and Balthasar
(Japheth’s descendant).
Back
28. At least one gift from each wise man. They presented the
gifts—plural in number—to Jesus. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh
designate appositionally the kinds of gifts, not the number
(Matt. 2:1-2, 11).
Back
29. It was not constant (Matt. 2:2, 10).
Back
30. He calculated the age of the child by the length of time
it had been appearing and reappearing (Matt 2:7, 16). The wise
men did not discourage this thinking.
Back
31. a. In a house, not the stable (Matt 2:11).
b. In Nazareth. The impression given in Matthew 2 is that of a
hurried, immediate escape for all (Luke 2:39). Thus there was
no time to fulfill the law or the prophetic utterance (cf. no.
24).
Back
32. Two months to two years.
Back
33. Five or four B.C. (Herod died in March or April of 4 B.C.)
Back
34. From one month to over one year.
Back

35. Probably with the gifts of the magi.
Back
36. Nazareth (Matt 2:23).
Back
37. 33 to 34 years old (born 5 to 4 B.C., began ministry A.D.
29). Luke 3:23 tells us he was “about thirty”; the Greek
indicates a rough (rather than close) estimate.
Back
38. 37 to 38 years old, depending on whether His ministry was
three or four years in length.
Back
© 2001 Probe Ministries

A Christmas Quiz
Dr. Dale Taliaferro’s 38-question quiz concerning
Christmas story from a biblical perspective.
Take the quiz yourself: click here for a format
with the questions and answers separated.
1.
a.
b.
c.

Can you name the parents of Jesus?
Mary (Matt. 1:16; Luke 1:31, 2:6-7).
God (Luke 1:32, 35).
Joseph (by adoption) (Matt 1:16, 19-20, 24-25).

2. Where did Joseph and Mary live before they were
married?
a. Mary–In Nazareth (Luke 1:26-27).
b. Joseph–In Nazareth, presumably (Luke 2:4).

the

3. What was the name of the angel who appeared to Mary?
Gabriel (Luke 1:26).
4. Where did Joseph and Mary live after their marriage?
Nazareth (Luke 2:4-5, 39).
5. Where was Mary when the angel appeared to her?
In Nazareth, inside some structure or building (Luke 1:26,
28).
6. Whom did Mary visit immediately after Gabriel appeared to
her?
Elizabeth, her relative (Luke 1:36).
7. How far along in her pregnancy was Elizabeth when Gabriel
appeared to Mary?
Six months (Luke 1:26, 36).
8. How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth?
About three months (Luke 1:56).
9. Why didn’t Mary stay to celebrate the birth of John?
Probably fear of stoning, since she was pregnant and beginning
“to show.”
10. How far along in her pregnancy was Mary when she broke the
news to Joseph?
At least three months (Luke 1:38-39, 56).
11. Why were Joseph and Mary going to Bethlehem?
To be enrolled for the taxes (Luke 2:1-3).
12. Why did Mary accompany Joseph?
a. A practical reason (she was well along in her pregnancy).
b. A biblical-prophetical reason (Micah 5:2).
13. What determined the city to which each Jew had to travel
in order to be taxed?
Lineage. Joseph had to go to the city of David since he was of
“the house and family of David.” (Luke 2:3-4).

14. Who, then, would be in Bethlehem?
a. Joseph’s relatives—descendants of David (Luke 2:3-4).
b. Possibly Mary’s relatives also (Luke 3:31-32).
15. How did they travel?
Probably in a caravan (cf. Luke 10:30-37, esp. 30). The
Scripture doesn’t say anything about their journey to
Bethlehem.
16. Why couldn’t Joseph and Mary find space in the inn?
Probably because Joseph’s relatives rejected them and wouldn’t
give up their space (Luke 2:5; cf. Luke 1:61, 2:5; John 8:41).
17. Who were the first people to come to see Jesus according
to Scripture?
Shepherds (Luke 2:8, 15-16).
18. What chorus did the angels sing to the shepherds?
None. They said, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth
peace among men of good will” (Luke 2:14).
19. What sign did the angels tell the shepherds to look for?
The baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger
(Luke 2:12, 16-17).
20. What was the manger?
A feeding trough made of stone.
21. In what way do the meaning of the Hebrew term for
Bethlehem and the sign given by the angels prepare us for
Jesus’ later ministry?
a. Bethlehem means “house of bread,” which correlates with
Jesus’ Bread of Life discourse (John 6:22-65).
b. Jesus was wrapped in swaddling clothes—the same kind of
clothes He would be buried in (John 19:40).
22. What happened eight days after Jesus’ birth?
His circumcision (Luke 2:21).
23. What happened 32 days after Jesus’ circumcision (40 days

after Jesus’ birth)?
Mary’s ceremonial purification and Jesus’ redemption (Luke
2:22-24).
24. What are two reasons that Joseph and Mary took Jesus to
Jerusalem?
a. To fulfill the Law—Jesus’ redemption and Mary’s
purification (Luke 2:22-23).
b. To fulfill prophecy (the personal prophetic revelation
given to Simeon) (Luke 2:25-32, esp. 26).
25. Where did Joseph and Mary go after the purification
ceremony?
Nazareth (Luke 2:39).
26. What are magi?
Politically powerful scholars and astronomers (“king-makers”).
27. How many wise men came to see Jesus?
Scripture does not say, but Augustine and Chrysostom say
twelve. Another tradition names three: Melchior (Shem’s
descendant), Caspar (Hem’s
(Jopheth’s descendant).

descendant),

and

Balthasar

28. How many gifts did the wise men bring and to whom did they
present their gifts?
At least one gift from each wise man. They presented the
gifts—plural in number—to Jesus. Gold, frankincense, and myrrh
designate appositionally the kinds of gifts, not the number
(Matt 2:1-2, 11).
29. What was curious about the star?
It was not constant (Matt. 2:2, 10).
30. How did Herod use the star?
He calculated the age of the child by the length of time it
had been appearing and reappearing (Matt 2:7, 16). The wise
men did not discourage this thinking.

31. Where were Jesus, Mary, and Joseph when the wise men
reached them?
a. In a house, not the stable (Matt 2:11).
b. In Nazareth. The impression given in Matthew 2 is that of a
hurried, immediate escape for all (Luke 2:39). Thus there was
no time to fulfill the law or the prophetic utterance (cf. no.
24).
32. How old was Jesus at this time?
Two months to two years.
33. In what year was Jesus born?
Five or four B.C. (Herod died in March or April of 4 B.C.)
34. How long was Jesus in Egypt with His parents?
From one month to over one year.
35. How did Joseph and Mary finance the trip to Egypt?
Probably with the gifts of the magi.
36. Where was Jesus raised upon His return to Israel?
Nazareth (Matt 2:23).
37. How old was Jesus when He began His ministry?
Thirty-three to thirty-four years old (born 5 to 4 B.C., began
ministry A.D. 29). Luke 3:23 tells us he was “about thirty”;
the Greek indicates a rough (rather than close) estimate.
38. How old was Jesus when He died?
Thirty-seven to thirty-eight years old, depending on whether
His ministry was three or four years in length.
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Thanksgiving Quiz
Kerby Anderson offers a quiz concerning the origins of
American Thanksgiving.
This nation was founded by Christians, and Thanksgiving is a
time when we can reflect upon this rich, Christian heritage.
But many of us are often ignorant of our country’s origins, so
we have put together a Thanksgiving quiz to test your
knowledge about this nation’s biblical foundations. We hope
that you will not only take this test and pass it on to
others, but we also hope that you will be encouraged to study
more about the Christian foundations of this country.

1. What group began the tradition of Thanksgiving?

A day of thanksgiving was set aside by the Pilgrims who
founded Plymouth Colony. This colony was the first permanent
settlement in New England. The Pilgrims were originally known
as the Forefathers or Founders. The term Pilgrim was first
used in the writings of colonist William Bradford and is now
used to designate them.
2. Why did they celebrate Thanksgiving?
Life was hard in the New World. Out of 103 Pilgrims, 51 of
these died in the first terrible winter. After the first
harvest was completed, Governor William Bradford proclaimed a
day of thanksgiving and prayer. By 1623, a day of fasting and
prayer during a period of drought was changed to one of
thanksgiving because the rain came during their prayers. The
custom prevailed in New England and eventually became a
national holiday.

3. When did Thanksgiving become a national holiday?
The state of New York adopted Thanksgiving Day as an annual
custom in 1817. By the time of the Civil War, many other
states had done the same. In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln
appointed a day of thanksgiving. Since then, each president
has issued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation for the fourth
Thursday of November.
4. Why did the Pilgrims leave Europe?
Among the early Pilgrims was a group of Separatists who were
members of a religious movement that broke from the Church of
England during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In
1606 William Brewster led a group of Separatists to Leiden (in
the Netherlands) to escape religious persecution in England.
After living in Leiden for more than ten years, some members
of the group voted to emigrate to America. The voyage was
financed by a group of London investors who were promised
produce from America in exchange for their assistance.
5. How did the Pilgrims emigrate to the New World?
On September 16, 1620, a group numbering 102 men, women, and
children left Plymouth, England, for America on the Mayflower.
Having been blown off course from their intended landing in
Virginia by a terrible storm, the Pilgrims landed at Cape Cod
on November 11. On December 21, they landed on the site of
Plymouth Colony. While still on the ship, the Pilgrims signed
the Mayflower Compact.
6. What is the Mayflower Compact?
On November 11, 1620, Governor William Bradford and the
leaders on the Mayflower signed the Mayflower Compact before
setting foot on land. They wanted to acknowledge God’s
sovereignty in their lives and their need to obey Him. The
Mayflower Compact was America’s first great constitutional
document and is often called “The American Covenant.”

7. What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact?
After suffering years of persecution in England and spending
difficult years of exile in the Netherlands, the Pilgrims
wanted to establish their colony on the biblical principles
they suffered for in Europe. Before they set foot on land,
they drew up this covenant with God. They feared launching
their colony until there was a recognition of God’s
sovereignty and their collective need to obey Him.
8. What does the Mayflower Compact say?
“In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten,
the loyal subjects of our dread sovereign Lord, King James, by
the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland king,
defender of the faith, etc., Having undertaken, for the glory
of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of
our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in
the Northern parts of Virginia, do by these present solemnly
and mutually in the presence of God, and one another, covenant
and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic, for
better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends
foresaid, and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame
such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions and
offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we
promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof
we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod the 11th of
November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign Lord, King
James, of England, France, and Ireland.”
9. Why didn’t the pilgrims sail to the original destination in
Virginia?
The Pilgrims were blown off course and landed at Cape Cod in
what now appears to be God’s providence. Because their patent
did not include this territory, they consulted with the
Captain of the Mayflower and resolved to sail southward. But

the weather and geography did not allow them to do so. They
encountered “dangerous shoals and roaring breakers” and were
quickly forced to return to Cape Cod. From there they began
scouting expeditions and finally discovered what is now
Plymouth. Had they arrived just a few years earlier, they
would have been attacked and destroyed by one of the fiercest
tribes in the region. However, three years earlier (in 1617),
the Patuxet tribe had been wiped out by a plague. The Pilgrims
thus landed in one of the few places where they could
survive.{1}
10. What role did the lone surviving Indian play in the lives
of the Pilgrims?
There was one survivor of the Patuxet tribe: Squanto. He was
kidnapped in 1605 by Captain Weymouth and taken to England
where he learned English and was eventually able to return to
New England.{2} When he found his tribe had been wiped out by
the plague, he lived with a neighboring tribe. When Squanto
learned that the Pilgrims were at Plymouth, he came to them
and showed them how to plant corn and fertilize with fish. He
later converted to Christianity. William Bradford said that
Squanto “was a special instrument sent of God for their good
beyond their expectation.”{3}
11. Were the colonists dedicated to Christian principles in
their lives on days other than Thanksgiving?
The Pilgrims were, and so were the other colonists. Consider
this sermon by John Winthrop given while aboard the Arabella
in 1630. This is what he said about the Puritans who formed
the Massachusetts Bay Colony: “For the persons, we are a
Company professing ourselves fellow members of Christ. . . .
For the work we have in hand, it is by a mutual consent
through a special overruling providence, and a more than an
ordinary approbation of the Churches of Christ to seek out a
place of Cohabitation and Consortship under a due form of
Government both civil and ecclesiastical.” They established a

Christian Commonwealth in which every area of their lives both
civil and ecclesiastical fell under the Lordship of Jesus
Christ.
12. How did the Pilgrims organize their economic activities?
After the first year, the colony foundered because of the
collective economic system forced upon them by the merchants
in London. All the settlers worked only for the joint
partnership and were fed out of the common stores. The land
and the houses built on it were the joint property of the
merchants and colonists for seven years and then divided
equally.{4}
When Deacon Carver died, William Bradford became governor.
Seeing the failure of communal farming, he instituted what
today would be called free enterprise innovations. Bradford
assigned plots of land to each family to work, and the colony
began to flourish. Each colonist was challenged to better
themselves and their land by working to their fullest
capacity. Many Christian historians and economists today point
to this fundamental economic change as one of the key reasons
for the success of the Pilgrims at Plymouth.
13. What has been the significance of the Pilgrims and their
legacy of Thanksgiving?
On the bicentennial celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims
at Plymouth Rock, Daniel Webster on December 22, 1820,
declared the following: “Let us not forget the religious
character of our origin. Our fathers were brought hither by
their high veneration for the Christian religion. They
journeyed by its light, and labored in its hope. They sought
to incorporate its principles with the elements of their
society, and to diffuse its influence through all their
institutions, civil, political, or literary.”
The legacy of the Pilgrims and Thanksgiving is the legacy of
godly men and women who sought to bring Christian principles

to this nation. These spread throughout the nation for
centuries.
14. How were Christian principles brought to the founding of
this republic?
Most historians will acknowledge that America was born in the
midst of a revival. This occurred from approximately 1740-1770
and was known as the First Great Awakening. Two prominent
preachers during that time were Jonathan Edwards (best known
for his sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”) and
George Whitfield. They preached up and down the East Coast and
saw revival break out. Churches were planted, schools were
built, and lives were changed.
15. How influential were Christian ideas in the Constitution?
While the Constitution does not specifically mention God or
the Bible, the influence of Christianity can plainly be seen.
Professor M.E. Bradford shows in his book A Worthy Company,
that fifty of the fifty-five men who signed the Constitution
were church members who endorsed the Christian faith.
16. Weren’t many of the founders non-Christians?
Yes, some were. Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin are
good examples of men involved in the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence who were influenced by ideas from
the Enlightenment. Yet revisionists have attempted to make
these men more secular than they really were. Jefferson, for
example, wrote to Benjamin Rush that “I am a Christian . . .
sincerely attached to his doctrines, in preference to all
others.” Franklin called for prayer at the Constitutional
Convention saying, “God governs the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it
probable that an empire can rise without his notice?” While
they were hardly examples of biblical Christianity, they
nevertheless believed in God and believed in absolute
standards which should be a part of the civil order.

17. How important was Christianity in colonial education in
America?
Young colonists’ education usually came from the Bible, the
Hornbook, and the New England Primer. The Hornbook consisted
of a single piece of parchment attached to a paddle of wood.
Usually the alphabet, the Lord’s Prayer, and religious
doctrines were written on it. The New England Primer taught a
number of lessons and included such things as the names of the
Old and New Testament books, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’
Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, and John Cotton’s “Spiritual Milk for American
Babies.” Even when teaching the alphabet, biblical themes were
used: “A is for Adam’s fall, we sinned all. B is for Heaven to
find, the Bible mind. C is for Christ crucified, for sinners
died.”
18. How important
education?

was

Christianity

in

colonial

higher

Most of the major universities were established by Christian
denominations. Harvard was a Puritan school. William and Mary
was an Anglican school. Yale was Congregational, Princeton was
Presbyterian, and Brown was Baptist. The first motto for
Harvard was Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae (Truth for Christ and
the Church). Students gathered for prayer and readings from
the Scriptures every day. Yale was established by Increase
Mather and Cotton Mather because Harvard was moving away from
its original Calvinist philosophy and eventually drifted to
Unitarianism. The founders of Yale said that “every student
shall consider the main end of his study to wit to know God in
Jesus Christ and answerably to lead a Godly, sober life.”
19. If Christianity was so important in colonial America, why
does the Constitution establish a wall of separation between
church and state?
Contrary to what many Americans may think, the phrase

“separation of church and state” does not appear anywhere in
the Constitution. In fact, there is no mention of the words
church, state, or separation in the First Amendment or
anywhere within the Constitution. The First Amendment does
guarantee freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of
the press, and freedom of religion.
The phrase is found in a letter Thomas Jefferson wrote to
Baptist pastors in Danbry, Connecticut in 1802 in which he
gave his opinion of the establishment clause of the First
Amendment and then felt that this was “building a wall of
separation between church and state.” At best this was a
commentary on the First Amendment, from an individual who was
in France when the Constitution and Bill of Rights were
drafted.
Notes
1. William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, ed. Samuel Eliot
Morison (New York: The Modern Library, 1967), Chapter XI.
2. Bradford Smith, Bradford of Plymouth (Philadelphia and New
York: J.B. Lippincott, 1951), 189.
3. Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, 81.
4. Marshall Foster, The American Covenant (Thousand Oaks, CA:
The Mayflower Institute, 1992), 86-87.
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Bible Literacy Quiz: A Test
of Scripture Knowledge
This article is also available in Spanish.

Take this test of basic Bible knowledge to help assess your
biblical literacy. This simple quiz examines some of the key
doctrines and events of the Bible. It will give you a good
feel for your breadth and depth of Scriptural knowledge.
It’s alarming to us at Probe Ministries to see the drop in
biblical literacy among Americans. Growing numbers of people
don’t know what the Bible says, even the most basic
foundational truths and people and facts.
Evangelical pollster George Barna says,
Over the past 20 years we have seen the nation’s theological
views slowly become less aligned with the Bible. Americans
still revere the Bible and like to think of themselves as
Bible-believing people, but the evidence suggests otherwise.
Christians have increasingly been adopting spiritual views
that come from Islam, Wicca, secular humanism, the eastern
religions and other sources.{1}
That’s because we’re not reading and studying the Bible. If we
don’t know what God says is truth, it makes us vulnerable to
believing a lie.
Take the quiz yourself: click here for a format
with the questions and answers separated.
1. Who wrote the first four books of the New Testament?
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
2. Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament?
Most conservative scholars hold that the Pentateuch was
written by Moses.
3. What two Old Testament books are named for women?

Esther and Ruth.
4. What are the Ten Commandments?
1. I am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods
before Me.
2. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below.
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife—or anything that belongs to your
neighbor. (Exodus 20:2-17)
5. What is the Greatest Commandment?
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37,38)
6. What is the second Greatest Commandment?
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)
7. What is the Golden Rule?
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” (Matthew
7:12)
8. What is the Great Commission?
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:19,20)
9. What was the test of a prophet, to know that he was truly
from God?
He had to be 100% accurate in his prophecies. The penalty for
a false prophet was death by stoning. (Deuteronomy 18:20-22)
10. To whom did God give the 10 Commandments?
Moses. (Exodus 20)
11. Which two people did not die?
Genesis 5:24 says that Enoch, who was Noah’s greatgrandfather, “walked with God; then he was no more, because
God took him away.” The other was the Old Testament prophet
Elijah, who was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind with a
chariot and horses of fire. (2 Kings 2:11)
12. What is the root of all kinds of evil?
The love of money. (1 Timothy 6:10)
13. What is the beginning of wisdom?
The fear of the Lord. (Psalm 111:10)
14. Who delivered the Sermon on the Mount?
The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 5-7)
15. How did sickness and death enter the world?

Romans 5:12 says that sin entered the world though one man,
and death through sin. The fall of man is recorded in Genesis
3, where God’s perfect creation was spoiled by Adam’s sin.
16. Who was the Roman governor who sentenced Christ to death?
Pontius Pilate. (Matthew 27:26)
17. Who are the major prophets?
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.
18. What people group is the Old Testament about?
The Hebrews, who became the nation of Israel. They were
descendants of Abraham though Isaac.
19. What happened while the Lord Jesus was in the desert for
40 days?
He was tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1) Hebrews 4:15 tells
us that He was tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was
without sin.
20. How many people were on Noah’s ark?
Eight: Noah and his wife, his three sons Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, and their wives. (Genesis 7:13, 1 Peter 2:5)
21. Who was the first murderer?
Cain, who killed his brother Abel. (Genesis 4:8)
22. Which person was afflicted with terrible trials but
trusted God through it all?
Job. (See book of Job)

23. Who was Israel’s most well-known and well-loved king?
David. (1 Chronicles 29:28)
24. Who was “the weeping prophet?”
Jeremiah.
25. Who was thrown into the lion’s den?
Daniel. (Daniel 6)
26. Who were the two people in the famous fight with a stone
and a sling?
David and Goliath. (1 Samuel 17)
27. What is the book of Acts about?
The early years of the church, as the gospel begins to spread
throughout the world.
28. What are epistles?
Letters.
29. On what occasion was the Holy Spirit given to the church?
Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4)
30. Whom did God command to sacrifice his only son?
Abraham. (Genesis 22:2)
31. What was the Old Testament feast that celebrated God’s
saving the firstborn of Israel the night they left Egypt?

Passover. (Exodus 12:27)
32. Who was the Hebrew who became prime minister of Egypt?
Joseph. (Genesis 41:41)
33. Who was the Hebrew woman who became Queen of Persia?
Esther. (Esther 2:17)
34. Who was the pagan woman who became David’s greatgrandmother?
Ruth. (Ruth 4:17)
35. Which angel appeared to Mary?
Gabriel. (Luke 1:26)
36. How did the Lord Jesus die?
He gave up His life while being crucified. (John 19:18)
37. What happened to Him three days after He died?
He was raised from the dead. (John 20)
38. What happened to the Lord Jesus 40 days after His
resurrection?
He ascended bodily into heaven. (Acts 1:9-11)
39. What should we do when we sin, in order to restore our
fellowship with God?
1 John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.”
40. How did the universe and world get here?
Genesis 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” We are told further in Colossians
1:16 and 17 that the Lord Jesus Christ was the one who did
the creating.
41. Where did Satan and the demons come from?
Satan was originally the best and the brightest angel, but he
sinned in his pride, wanting to be God. Some of the angels
followed him, and these “fallen angels” were cast out of
heaven. (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28)
42. Who directed the writing of the Bible?
The Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21)
43. Where was the Lord Jesus before He was conceived in Mary?
In heaven. (Philippians 2:6-11, 1 Corinthians 15:49)
44. Who taught in parables?
The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 13:3)
45. What are parables?
A short, simple story with a spiritual point.
46. Which two animals talked with human speech?
The serpent in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:3) and Balaam’s
donkey (Numbers 22:28).

47. With which woman did David commit adultery?
Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 11)
48. Which one of their sons succeeded David as king?
Solomon. (2 Samuel 12:24)
49. Who was the female judge of Israel?
Deborah. (Judges 4:4)
50. Who was the wisest man in the world?
Solomon. (1 Kings 3:12)
51. Who was the first man?
Adam. (Genesis 2:20)
52. Who was the most humble man on earth?
Moses. (Numbers 12:3)
53. Who was the strongest man on earth?
Samson. (Judges 13-16)
54. Where were the two nations of God’s people taken into
captivity?
Israel was taken into Assyria (2 Kings 17:23), and Judah into
Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:20).
55. Which cupbearer to a foreign king rebuilt the wall of
Jerusalem?

Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 2:5)
56. Who were the two Old Testament prophets who worked
miracles?
Elijah and Elisha. (1 Kings 17 – 2 Kings 6)
57. Which Old Testament prophet spent three days in the belly
of a great fish?
Jonah. (Jonah 1:17)
58. What is the last book of the Old Testament?
Malachi.
59. For which Israelite commander did the sun stand still?
Joshua. (Joshua 10)
60. Who was the first king of Israel?
Saul. (1 Samuel 13:1)
61. Who built the temple in Israel?
Solomon. (1 Kings 6)
62. Which of the twelve tribes of Israel served as priests?
Levites. (Deuteronomy 10:8)
63. Which city fell after the Israelites marched around it
daily for seven days?
Jericho. (Joshua 6:20)

64. What did God give the Israelites to eat in the wilderness?
Manna and quail. (Exodus 16)
65. Which two people walked on water?
Jesus and Peter. (Matthew 14:29)
66. Who was the first martyr?
Stephen. (Acts 7)
67. Who betrayed Jesus to the priests, and for how much?
Judas betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a
slave. (Matthew 26:14-15)
68. What is the Lord’s Prayer?
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13)
69. Who was the first person to see the risen Lord?
Mary Magdalene. (John 20:16)
70. Which prophet and cousin of the Lord was beheaded?
John the Baptist. (John 14:10)
71. To what country did the young Jesus and His parents escape
when Herod was threatening His life?

Egypt. (Matthew 2:13-15)
72. What was Christ’s first miracle?
He turned water into wine at the wedding at Cana. (John 2:11)
73. Which one of the Lord’s personal friends did He raise from
the dead?
Lazarus. (John 11)
74. Who was the greatest missionary of the New Testament?
Paul. (see book of Acts)
75. Who was Paul’s first partner?
Barnabas. (Acts 13:2)
76. Whom did an angel release from prison?
Peter. (Acts 12)
77. Which event caused God to splinter human language into
many tongues?
The building of the Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11)
78. Which chapter of an Old Testament prophet’s book gives a
detailed prophecy of the Messiah’s death by crucifixion?
Isaiah 53.
79. Who wrestled all night with the Lord and was left with a
permanent limp?
Jacob. (Genesis 32:22-32)

80. Which two pastors did Paul write letters to?
Timothy and Titus.
81. Who was hailed as a god when he was bitten by a snake but
nothing bad happened?
Paul. (Acts 28:5-6)
82. Which two New Testament writers were brothers of the Lord
Jesus?
James and Jude. (Matthew 13:55)
83. Which two New Testament books were written by a doctor?
Luke and Acts. (2 Timothy 4:11)
84. Who had a coat of many colors?
Joseph. (Genesis 37:3)
85. In what sin did Aaron lead the Israelites while his
brother Moses was up on the mountain talking to God?
They made an idol in the form of a golden calf. (Exodus 32)
86. How many books are there in the entire Bible?
66: 39 in the Old Testament, and 27 in the New Testament.
87. What’s the difference between John the Baptist and the
John who wrote several New Testament books?
John the Baptist was a prophet who proclaimed the kingdom of
God was near in preparation for his cousin Jesus’ ministry.
The John who wrote the gospel of John, the epistles—1, 2 and

3 John—and Revelation, was one of the twelve apostles and one
of those closest to the Lord, along with Peter and James. He
called himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”
88. Who saw the Lord appear to him in a burning bush?
Moses. (Exodus 3)
89. How many sons did Jacob have?
Twelve. They were the ancestors of the twelve tribes of
Israel. (Genesis 35:22)
90. Who gave up his birthright for a bowl of stew?
Esau. (Genesis 25:33)
91. Which Psalm starts out, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall
not want?”
Psalm 23.
92. Who disowned the Lord Jesus three times before a cock
crowed?
Peter. (Matthew 26:69-75)
93. What did the Lord do just after the Last Supper to
demonstrate His love and humility?
He washed the disciples’ feet. (John 13:5)
94. Where is the New Testament “Hall of Faith?”
Hebrews 11.

95. Who appeared with the Lord Jesus in glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration?
Elijah and Moses. (Mark 9:4)
96. Who is the second Adam?
The Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)
97. Which Old Testament prophet married a prostitute because
God told him to?
Hosea. (Hosea 1:2)
98. What are the two sacred ordinances that the Lord commanded
us to observe?
Baptism (Matthew 28:19,20) and Communion, or the Lord’s Table
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
99. What are supernatural enablings that allow a believer to
serve the Body of Christ with ease and effectiveness?
Spiritual gifts. (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians
4:8-13, 1 Peter 4:10-11)
100. Whose tomb was Christ buried in?
Joseph of Arimathea. (Matthew 27:57-60)
101. Who wrote the book of Hebrews?
Nobody knows.
102. Which is the “epistle of joy?”
Philippians.

103. What is the book of Revelation about?
The end of the world.
104. Who is the bride of Christ?
The church—that is, all who have trusted Him for salvation.
(Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 19:7-8)
Note
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Quiz:

1. Who wrote the first four books of the New Testament?
Answer
2. Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament?
Answer
3. What two Old Testament books are named for women?
Answer
4. What are the Ten Commandments?
Answer
5. What is the Greatest Commandment?
Answer
6. What is the second Greatest Commandment?

Answer
7. What is the Golden Rule?
Answer
8. What is the Great Commission?
Answer
9. What was the test of a prophet, to know that he was truly
from God?
Answer
10. To whom did God give the 10 Commandments?
Answer
11. Which two people did not die?
Answer
12. What is the root of all kinds of evil?
Answer
13. What is the beginning of wisdom?
Answer
14. Who delivered the Sermon on the Mount?
Answer
15. How did sickness and death enter the world?
Answer
16. Who was the Roman governor who sentenced Christ to death?
Answer
17. Who are the major prophets?
Answer
18. What people group is the Old Testament about?
Answer
19. What happened while the Lord Jesus was in the desert for
40 days?

Answer
20. How many people were on Noah’s ark?
Answer
21. Who was the first murderer?
Answer
22. Which person was afflicted with terrible trials but
trusted God through it all?
Answer
23. Who was Israel’s most well-known and well-loved king?
Answer
24. Who was “the weeping prophet?”
Answer
25. Who was thrown into the lion’s den?
Answer
26. Who were the two people in the famous fight with a stone
and a sling?
Answer
27. What is the book of Acts about?
Answer
28. What are epistles?
Answer
29. On what occasion was the Holy Spirit given to the church?
Answer
30. Whom did God command to sacrifice his only son?
Answer
31. What was the Old Testament feast that celebrated God’s
saving the firstborn of Israel the night they left Egypt?
Answer

32. Who was the Hebrew who became prime minister of Egypt?
Answer
33. Who was the Hebrew woman who became Queen of Persia?
Answer
34. Who was the pagan woman who became David’s greatgrandmother?
Answer
35. Which angel appeared to Mary?
Answer
36. How did the Lord Jesus die?
Answer
37. What happened to Him three days after He died?
Answer
38. What happened to the Lord Jesus 40 days after His
resurrection?
Answer
39. What should we do when we sin, in order to restore our
fellowship with God?
Answer
40. How did the universe and world get here?
Answer
41. Where did Satan and the demons come from?
Answer
42. Who directed the writing of the Bible?
Answer
43. Where was the Lord Jesus before He was conceived in Mary?
Answer
44. Who taught in parables?
Answer

45. What are parables?
Answer
46. Which two animals talked with human speech?
Answer
47. With which woman did David commit adultery?
Answer
48. Which one of their sons succeeded David as king?
Answer
49. Who was the female judge of Israel?
Answer
50. Who was the wisest man in the world?
Answer
51. Who was the first man?
Answer
52. Who was the most humble man on earth?
Answer
53. Who was the strongest man on earth?
Answer
54. Where were the two nations of God’s people taken into
captivity?
Answer
55. Which cupbearer to a foreign king rebuilt the wall of
Jerusalem?
Answer
56. Who were the two Old Testament prophets who worked
miracles?
Answer
57. Which Old Testament prophet spent three days in the belly
of a great fish?

Answer
58. What is the last book of the Old Testament?
Answer
59. For which Israelite commander did the sun stand still?
Answer
60. Who was the first king of Israel?
Answer
61. Who built the temple in Israel?
Answer
62. Which of the twelve tribes of Israel served as priests?
Answer
63. Which city fell after the Israelites marched around it
daily for seven days?
Answer
64. What did God give the Israelites to eat in the wilderness?
Answer
65. Which two people walked on water?
Answer
66. Who was the first martyr?
Answer
67. Who betrayed Jesus to the priests, and for how much?
Answer
68. What is the Lord’s Prayer?
Answer
69. Who was the first person to see the risen Lord?
Answer
70. Which prophet and cousin of the Lord was beheaded?
Answer

71. To what country did the young Jesus and His parents escape
when Herod was threatening His life?
Answer
72. What was Christ’s first miracle?
Answer
73. Which one of the Lord’s personal friends did He raise from
the dead?
Answer
74. Who was the greatest missionary of the New Testament?
Answer
75. Who was Paul’s first partner?
Answer
76. Whom did an angel release from prison?
Answer
77. Which event caused God to splinter human language into
many tongues?
Answer
78. Which chapter of an Old Testament prophet’s book gives a
detailed prophecy of the Messiah’s death by crucifixion?
Answer
79. Who wrestled all night with the Lord and was left with a
permanent limp?
Answer
80. Which two pastors did Paul write letters to?
Answer
81. Who was hailed as a god when he was bitten by a snake but
nothing bad happened?
Answer
82. Which two New Testament writers were brothers of the Lord

Jesus?
Answer
83. Which two New Testament books were written by a doctor?
Answer
84. Who had a coat of many colors?
Answer
85. In what sin did Aaron lead the Israelites while his
brother Moses was up on the mountain talking to God?
Answer
86. How many books are there in the entire Bible?
Answer
87. What’s the difference between John the Baptist and the
John who wrote several New Testament books?
Answer
88. Who saw the Lord appear to him in a burning bush?
Answer
89. How many sons did Jacob have?
Answer
90. Who gave up his birthright for a bowl of stew?
Answer
91. Which Psalm starts out, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall
not want?”
Answer
92. Who disowned the Lord Jesus three times before a cock
crowed?
Answer
93. What did the Lord do just before the Last Supper to
demonstrate His love and humility?
Answer

94. Where is the New Testament “Hall of Faith?”
Answer
95. Who appeared with the Lord in glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration?
Answer
96. Who is the second Adam?
Answer
97. Which Old Testament prophet married a prostitute because
God told him to?
Answer
98. What are the two sacred ordinances that the Lord commanded
us to observe?
Answer
99. What are supernatural enablings that allow a believer to
serve the Body of Christ with ease and effectiveness?
Answer
100. Whose tomb was Christ buried in?
Answer
101. Who wrote the book of Hebrews?
Answer
102. Which is the “epistle of joy?”
Answer
103. What is the book of Revelation about?
Answer
104. Who is the bride of Christ?
Answer

Answers
1. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Back

2. Most conservative scholars hold that the Pentateuch was
written by Moses. Back
3. Esther and Ruth.

Back

4. 1. I am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods
before Me.
2. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below.
3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
4. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
5. Honor your father and your mother.
6. You shall not murder.
7. You shall not commit adultery.
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife–or anything that belongs to your
neighbor. (Exodus 20:2-17)

Back

5. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37,38)
6. “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)

Back
Back

7. “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
(Matthew 7:12) Back
8. “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I will be with you always, to the very end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:19,20) Back
9. He had to be 100% accurate in his prophecies. The penalty
for a false prophet was death by stoning. (Deuteronomy
18:20-22)
Back

10. Moses. (Exodus 20)

Back

11. Genesis 5:24 says that Enoch, who was Noah’s
grandfather, “walked with God; then he was no more,
God took him away.” The other was the Old Testament
Elijah, who was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind
chariot and horses of fire. (2 Kings 2:11) Back
12. The love of money. (1 Timothy 6:10)

Back

13. The fear of the Lord. (Psalm 111:10)
14. The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 5-7)

greatbecause
prophet
with a

Back

Back

15. Romans 5:12 says that sin entered the world though one
man, and death through sin. The fall of man is recorded in
Genesis 3, where God’s perfect creation was spoiled by Adam’s
sin. Back
16. Pontius Pilate. (Matthew 27:26)

Back

17. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

Back

18. The Hebrews, who became the nation of Israel. They were
descendants of Abraham though Isaac. Back
19. He was tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1) Hebrews 4:15
tells us that He was tempted in every way, just as we are–yet
was without sin.

Back

20. Eight: Noah and his wife, his three sons Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, and their wives. (Genesis 7:13, 1 Peter 2:5) Back
21. Cain, who killed his brother Abel. (Genesis 4:8)
22. Job. (See book of Job)

Back

23. David. (1 Chronicles 29:28)
24. Jeremiah.

Back

25. Daniel. (Daniel 6)

Back

Back

Back

26. David and Goliath. (1 Samuel 17)

Back

27. The early years of the church, as the gospel begins to
spread throughout the world. Back
28. Letters.

Back

29. Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4)

Back

30. Abraham. (Genesis 22:2)

Back

31. Passover. (Exodus 12:27)
32. Joseph. (Genesis 41:41)
33. Esther. (Esther 2:17)
34. Ruth. (Ruth 4:17)

Back
Back

Back

Back

35. Gabriel. (Luke 1:26)

Back

36. He gave up His life while being crucified. (John
19:18)
Back
37. He was raised from the dead. (John 20)

Back

38. He ascended bodily into heaven. (Acts 1:9-11)

Back

39. 1 John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”

Back

40. Genesis 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” We are told further in Colossians 1:16
and 17 that the Lord Jesus Christ was the one who did the
creating. Back
41. Satan was originally the best and the brightest angel, but
he sinned in his pride, wanting to be God. Some of the angels
followed him, and these “fallen angels” were cast out of
heaven. (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28) Back

42. The Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21)

Back

43. In heaven. (Philippians 2:6-11, 1 Corinthians 15:49)
44. The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 13:3)

Back

Back

45. A short, simple story with a spiritual point.

Back

46. The serpent in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:3) and
Balaam’s donkey (Numbers 22:28) Back
47. Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 11)

Back

48. Solomon. (2 Samuel 12:24)
49. Deborah. (Judges 4:4)

Back

50. Solomon. (1 Kings 3:12)
51. Adam. (Genesis 2:20)

Back

Back

Back

52. Moses. (Numbers 12:3)

Back

53. Samson. (Judges 13-16)

Back

54. Israel was taken into Assyria (2 Kings 17:23), and Judah
into Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:20). Back
55. Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 2:5)

Back

56. Elijah and Elisha. (1 Kings 17 – 2 Kings 6)
57. Jonah. (Jonah 1:17)
58. Malachi.

Back

Back

59. Joshua. (Joshua 10)

Back

60. Saul. (1 Samuel 13:1)
61. Solomon. (1 Kings 6)

Back
Back

62. Levites. (Deuteronomy 10:8)

Back

Back

63. Jericho. (Joshua 6:20)

Back

64. Manna and quail. (Exodus 16)

Back

65. Jesus and Peter. (Matthew 14:29)
66. Stephen. (Acts 7)

Back

Back

67. Judas betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a
slave. (Matthew 26:14-15) Back
68. Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13) Back
69. Mary Magdalene. (John 20:16)

Back

70. John the Baptist. (John 14:10)
71. Egypt. (Matthew 2:13-15)

Back

Back

72. He turned water into wine at the wedding at Cana. (John
2:11)

Back

73. Lazarus. (John 11)

Back

74. Paul. (see book of Acts)
75. Barnabas. (Acts 13:2)
76. Peter. (Acts 12)

Back

Back

Back

77. The building of the Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11)
78. Isaiah 53.

Back

79. Jacob. (Genesis 32:22-32)

Back

Back

80. Timothy and Titus.

Back

81. Paul. (Acts 28:5-6)

Back

82. James and Jude. (Matthew 13:55)

Back

83. Luke and Acts. (2 Timothy 4:11)

Back

84. Joseph. (Genesis 37:3)

Back

85. They made an idol in the form of a golden calf. (Exodus
32) Back
86. 66: 39 in the
Testament.
Back

Old

Testament,

and

27

in

the

New

87. John the Baptist was a prophet who proclaimed the kingdom
of God was near in preparation for his cousin Jesus’ ministry.
The John who wrote the gospel of John, the epistles–1, 2 and 3
John–and Revelation, was one of the twelve apostles and one of
those closest to the Lord, along with Peter and James. He
called himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Back
88. Moses. (Exodus 3)

Back

89. Twelve. They were the ancestors of the twelve tribes of
Israel. (Genesis 35:22)

Back

90. Esau. (Genesis 25:33)
91. Psalm 23.

Back

Back

92. Peter. (Matthew 26:69-75)

Back

93. He washed the disciples’ feet. (John 13:5)
94. Hebrews 11.

Back

Back

95. Elijah and Moses. (Mark 9:4)

Back

96. The Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)

Back

97 Hosea. (Hosea 1:2)

Back

98. Baptism (Matthew 28:19,20) and Communion, or the Lord’s
Table (1 Corinthians 11:23-26). Back
99. Spiritual gifts. (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12,
Ephesians 4:8-13, 1 Peter 4:10-11)
Back
100. Joseph of Arimathea. (Matthew 27:57-60)
101. Nobody knows.
109. Philippians.

Back

Back
Back

103. The end of the world.

Back

104. The church–that is, all who have trusted Him for
salvation. (Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 19:7-8) Back
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The Angel Quiz
Origin and Background of the Angels and
Demons
The subject of this essay is angels. The material
in a quiz format because we have learned that
enjoy testing their biblical knowledge in this
going to the quiz, however, a few introductory
about angels are in order.

is presented
many people
way. Before
observations

Angels are referred to in 34 of the 66 books of the Bible.

They are mentioned 108 times in the Old Testament and 165
times in the New Testament.{1}
The presence of good angels, and evil ones (demons), are
recognized in most of the world’s religions. Angels are
important figures in Christianity, Judaism, Islam, many
Christian cults, and in the occult. “The history of various
religions from the earliest times shows belief in Satan and
demons to be universal….The great ethnic faiths of India,
China, and Japan major in demonism, as well as the animistic
religions of Africa, South America, and some islands….To an
amazing degree, the history of religion is an account of
demon-controlled religion, particularly in its clash with the
Hebrew faith and later with Christianity.”{2}
Currently interest in angels is very high in the United
States, and many books and seminars are being offered on the
subject in an attempt to meet this heightened curiosity about
angels.
Unfortunately most of these books and seminars are naive, at
best, and more often than not, occultic in orientation. Now
let’s turn to the quiz.
1. What does the word angel mean?
The basic meaning of the word angel is “messenger.” This is
significant because a messenger is given a message by a higher
person. Much of the contemporary romance with angels sees them
as somewhat independent, if not totally autonomous, but a
messenger is on a mission from someone higher, in this case
from God…or Satan.
2. What are some of the other names used of angels?
Other terms used to describe angels are: ministers, hosts (the
armies of God), chariots, watchers, sons of the mighty, sons
of God, elohim (or sons of Elohim), holy ones, and stars.{3}

3. Are angels created or have they always been with God?
They were created by Christ (Col. 1:15-17; John 1:3).
4. When were they created?
They were created some time prior to the creation of the earth
because Job 38:4-7 says that the sons of God (angels) sang
with joy when the earth was created.
5. What about their appearance? How do angels look?
When angels appear on earth, they usually have the appearance
of adult human males and are often described in the same
passage both as men and as angels (Genesis 18:1-2). In Mark
16:5 an angel is described as a young man.
6. What do angels wear?
They are often reported to wear white (Acts 1:10), white robes
(Mark 16:15), garments white as snow (Matt. 28:3), dazzling
apparel (Luke 24:4), and shining garments (Acts 10:30).
7. Is it possible to encounter angels and not recognize them
as angels?
Yes, in Hebrews 13:2 we are warned to show hospitality to
strangers because “some have entertained angels without
knowing it.”
8. Do angels really have wings?
Some angels don’t have wings, or, at least, they don’t
manifest wings. Some clearly do. Cherubim are pictured as
having four wings in Ezek. 1:5-12; 10:15; 11:22) and seraphim,
as having six wings in Isaiah 6:2.
9. How do people react upon encountering angels?
The reaction varies. Sometimes the people are calm, but
usually they experience fear, anxiety, emotional upheaval,

terror, or the desire to worship the angels. Mary was greatly
troubled at first (Luke 1:28-29); armed soldiers at the tomb
shook with fear and became like dead men (Matt. 28:4); John,
the author of Revelation, fell at the feet of the angel to
worship (Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9).

Angels in the Old Testament
10. What caused the fall of the angels?
Satan, the leader of the fallen angels, was before his fall
the highest of all created beings, but he was consumed with
pride and rebelled against God (Ezek. 28:12-19; Isa.
14:12-14). He seduced a third of the angels to follow him in
his rebellion (Rev. 12:4). These treacheries brought about his
condemnation by God (1 Tim. 3:6) and the condemnation of the
other rebelling angels.
11. When did they fall?
They fell some time after their own creation and before the
temptation of Eve in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3).
12. Does Satan make his first appearance in the Garden of Eden
in Genesis 3?
No, a close reading of the account of man’s fall in Genesis 3
reveals that Satan doesn’t appear in the Garden of Eden though
his influence is felt. Though his name isn’t mentioned in the
passage, he clearly inspired the actions of the serpent.
Later, when God curses the serpent in verse 15, the last part
of the curse is directed at Satan.
13. What do the opening verses of Genesis 6 have to do with
angels?
There the sons of God took wives from among the daughters of
men. One interpretation of the passage takes the sons of God
to mean “angels” as the term is normally used. If this is so,

then these angels are the evil angels who, in a very unique
occurrence, cohabited with human females and produced unusual
offspring. For this heinous sin these angels are kept in
eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day
(Jude 6). See also 2 Peter 2:4-12.
14. How would evil angels profit by these actions?
Aside from sensual pleasure, the purpose seems to be that they
intended to pollute and pervert the human line. Since Christ
needed to be born into the human family and be fully human as
well as fully God, a degenerate hybrid-humanity would have
prevented Him from being our authentic representative on the
cross. This is the reason, some hold, for God’s sending the
world-wide flood: to wipe out the polluted line and start over
with Noah’s family.
15. Do angels marry?
No, this is clearly stated in Mark 12:25. It is commonly
believed that angels do not procreate and are not a race.{4}
(See also Matt. 22:30.) Generally they are portrayed as
sexless apart from the difficulties mentioned in question 13.
They are probably sexless in their basic nature but possibly
able to assume a variety of forms, just as they are normally
invisible but able to manifest themselves when they desire.
(See also 2 Cor. 11:14-15.)
Angels are referred to in the Scriptures by masculine word
forms though neuter forms were available. They appear on earth
as human males, but there is the possibility of a female angel
in Zechariah 5:9.
16. What news did the Lord and two angels give Abraham?
The Lord and two angels (also described as three men and the
Lord and two men) announced that Sarah would have a son and
that Sodom would be destroyed.

17. What happened when the two angels left and went to Sodom?
The men of that city, not knowing that they were angels, asked
Lot to send them outside so they could have sexual relations
with them. The angels blinded the men and warned Lot and his
family to leave the city because Sodom was about to be
destroyed (Gen. 19:1-29).
18. What famous incident involved Jacob and many angels?
In Genesis 28 Jacob had a dream of a ladder stretching from
earth into heaven, and he saw angels ascending and descending
on the ladder. In the dream God gave the land around Jacob to
him and to his descendants and proclaimed “in you and in your
descendants shall all the earth be blessed” (Gen. 28:10-22).
19. What is the meaning of this dream and promise?
It was a reconfirmation of the Abrahamic covenant and
indicated that the covenant would go through Jacob’s line (not
Esau’s), that his descendants would be innumerable, and that
wherever Jacob went God would be with him. It also looked
forward to the coming of Christ through Jacob (Matt. 1:2).
20. What famous event involved Jacob and one angel? What
happened?
Jacob, while fleeing from his brother Esau, wrestled all one
night with an angel and persisted until the angel blessed him.
The angel blessed him by changing his name from Jacob, meaning
“trickster,” to Israel, which means “he who persists with
God.” The angel also crippled one of Jacob’s legs as evidence
that the struggle had really occurred and was not merely a
dream. The wrestling figure is described as a man and as God
in Genesis 32:24-30 and as an angel in Hosea 12:4. So, the
angel was probably the preincarnate Christ.
21. What Old Testament character was greeted by the angel of
the Lord by this statement, “The Lord is with you, O valiant

warrior”?
Gideon (Judges 6:11-12).

Angels in the Earthly Life of Christ
22. Angels were involved in Jesus birth in several ways. Can
you identify all these events?
The angel Gabriel (Luke 1:19) announced the coming birth of
John the Baptist who would prepare the way for Jesus (Luke 1:
5-25). Gabriel also announced to Mary, who was a virgin, the
miraculous coming birth of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38). An angel
appeared to Joseph in a dream and told him not to put Mary
away but to marry her because the child she was carrying was
conceived by the Holy Spirit. He was also told to name the
child Jesus. When he woke up he did as the angel commanded him
(Matt. 1:18-25). On the night of Jesus’ birth, an angel
announced the good news to shepherds keeping watch over their
flocks. Then “suddenly there appeared with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God” (Luke 1:8-15).
23. Name the ways angels were involved in Jesus’ life and
teachings?
After the coming of the magi, an angel warned Joseph in a
dream to flee to Egypt to avoid Herod’s search for the child.
After Herod’s death an angel again appeared to Joseph. He told
Joseph to return to Israel (Matt. 2:19-20). When Christ was in
the wilderness for 40 days, Satan was tempting Him and the
angels were ministering to Him (Luke 4:1-2; Mark 1:13). Jesus
taught about angels (Luke 16:22) and about Satan and his
demons (Luke 10:17-20). He cast out demons, and He gave the
disciples power over demons (Luke 9:1, 37-42). Christ was
strengthened by an angel in Gethsemane the night He was taken
prisoner (Luke 22:43).
24. Immediately after He stilled the storm on the Sea of
Galilee, Christ was met at the shore by a man who claimed to

be demon possessed. What evidence was there that the man was
demon- possessed?
He had been bound, but had superhuman strength and had broken
away from all human restraints, even chains; he was naked and
lived among the tombs, constantly gashing himself with stones
while screaming and crying (Mark 5).
25. How many demons did he have? What happened to the demons?
He said he had a legion, meaning literally several thousand.
This was probably a figure of speech, but he doubtless had
many demons. The demons begged not to be sent out of the
country; Christ then sent them into some pigs grazing on a
nearby mountainside, and the pigs ran over the cliff into the
sea. This is one more evidence of Christ’s total control over
the demonic world (Mark 5).
26. How were angels involved after Christ’s death?
On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary came to visit the grave. Before they got there, “a severe
earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord had
descended from heaven and rolled away the stone and sat upon
it” (Matt. 28:2). Angels at the tomb announced that Christ was
risen (Luke 24:4). Immediately after He ascended, two angels
appeared and told the disciples that Jesus would return in the
same manner that He had departed (Acts 1:10).

Angels in the Rest of the New Testament
27. What person was described as having the face of an angel?
Stephen, a young man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, was
taken before the Sanhedrin and charged with blasphemy. He
began to preach. Then “fixing their gaze on him, all who were
sitting in the Council saw his face like the face of an angel”
(Acts 6:15). His sermon, however, so angered the Council that
they stoned him (Acts 7:1-60).

28. Who was taken by an angel on a missionary journey? What
happened?
Philip was preaching in the villages of Samaria on his way to
Jerusalem when an angel spoke to him and told him to go south
on a road that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza. When he arrived
the angel told him to approach an Ethiopian eunuch sitting in
his chariot reading the book of Isaiah. Philip explained the
passage to the eunuch and baptized him upon hearing his
statement of faith in Christ. After they come out of the
water, the angel snatched Philip away and set him down in
another city where he continued preaching the gospel (Acts
8:25-40).
29. What is the attitude of the heavenly angels toward God’s
plan of salvation?
There is great joy in heaven among the angels of God when a
sinner repents and accepts Christ as Savior (Luke 15:10). They
are clearly intrigued by what God is doing and long to know
more (1 Pet. 1:10- 12). They observe with great interest the
behavior of the church. In fact in a passage about orderliness
in the worship (Christ submitting to God, men submitting to
Christ, and wives submitting to their husbands), Paul
concludes by writing that women in church should have a symbol
of authority on their heads because of the angels (1 Cor.
11:1-10). There are different theories about what all this
means, but it seems clear that our behavior is to be
respectful to the angels present and perhaps even instructive
to them. Remember that the sin of the fallen angels began with
Satan’s pride, his unwillingness to submit and his desire for
prominence.
30. What individual was freed from prison by an angel?
Simon Peter (Acts 12:3-10).
31. What did the angel do to free Peter?

He appeared in the cell, struck Peter’s side to wake him,
caused his chains to fall off his hands, then told him to get
up and get dressed, and to follow him. They passed several
guards without being seen, then they came to the gate of the
city, and it opened by itself. Then the angel vanished.
32. Is it possible for an angel to say or teach things
contrary to the Scriptures or to God’s will?
Yes, in Galatians 1:8 Paul writes “Even though we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that
which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.”
33. Can angels be deceptive in other ways as well?
Yes, 1 Timothy 4:1 states: “in later times some will fall away
from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and
doctrines of demons (fallen angels).”
34. What Gentile man was told by an angel to send for Simon
Peter?
Cornelius, a righteous, god-fearing Centurion who gave alms to
the Jews (Acts 10).
35. Why did the angel direct Cornelius to send for Simon Peter
come to Cornelius?
So Peter could tell Cornelius and his relatives and friends
about salvation through Christ. And, so Simon Peter could see
further evidence of how God was beginning a great wave of
conversions among the Gentiles (Acts 9:32-11:30).
36. What happened?
The Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius and all those listening to
Simon Peter’s sermon. They began speaking with tongues and
exalting God. Then Peter had them all baptized.

Future State of the Angels and Demons
37. What future roles will the good angels have?
They are sometimes involved in punishing unbelievers (Acts
12:23). They will act as reapers toward the end of the age
(Matt. 13:39), be involved in the judgments of the Tribulation
(Rev. 8, 9, 16), and live forever with the believers of all
ages in the New Jerusalem.{5}
38. Will the good angels judge the actions of their former
comrades, the fallen angels?
No, believers in their glorified state will judge the fallen
angels (1 Cor. 6:2-3). Christ will rule and the believers will
rule under Him. Hebrews 2:5 states, “For He did not subject to
angels the world to come.”
39. What happens to the evil angels and Satan?
The evil angels and Satan will finally be judged by God who
will cast them into the lake of fire that burns forever (Luke
20:36; Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20:10).
Notes
1. C. Fred Dickason, Angels: Elect and Evil (Chicago: Moody,
1975), p. 13.
2. Merrill F. Unger, Demons in the World Today (Wheaton, Ill.:
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© 1994 Probe Ministries

An Easter Quiz
Written by Dale Taliaferro
1. What emotional state were the disciples in when they left
the upper room to go to the garden?
Anxious, fearful, troubled (John 14:1, 27).
2. What is John 13-17 called?
The Upper Room Discourse.
3. Why were the disciples so troubled?
a. They had probably been excommunicated by this time for
professing Jesus as Christ (John 9:22).
b. The religious leaders had determined to kill Jesus and His
followers (John 11:16).
c. One of the inner core was going to betray Him (John
13:20-30).
d. Peter was going to deny Him three times (John 13:38).
e. Jesus was going to leave them in the lurch (John 13:33).
4. For what did Jesus pray before they arrived at the garden?
Eternal security and temporal protection of the disciples
(John 17:1-26).
5. What is the name of the garden?
Gethsemane.
6. Where is it located?
At the base of the Mount of Olives (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26;
Luke 22:39).
7. What was the subject matter of Jesus’ great discourse upon
this mountain?
Prophecy (Matt. 24-25).
8. What ravine did they have to cross to get to the garden?
The Kidron Valley (John 18:1).

9. What did they do just before going out to the Mount of
Olives?
Sang a hymn(Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26).
10. Who accompanied Jesus the furthest into the garden?
Peter, James, and John (Matt. 26:37; Mark 14:33).
11. What command did Jesus give His disciples at this time?
“Remain here and keep watch with me” (Matt. 26:38).
12. How far did Jesus remove Himself to pray?
A stone’s throw (Luke 22:41).
13. What posture was Jesus in when He prayed?
On His knees, face down on the ground (Matt. 26:39; Mark
14:35).
14. What was Jesus’ emotional state at this time?
Deeply grieved to the point of death (Matt. 26:38; Mark
14:34).
15. How did Jesus address His prayer?
To the Father (Matt. 26:39).
16. What petition did Jesus make?
“Let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39).
17. With what concession did Jesus close His prayer?
“Yet not as I but as Thou will” (Matt. 26:39).
18. How long did Jesus pray this time?
One hour (Matt. 26:40).
19. Upon finding the disciples sleeping, what warning did He
give them?
Once again, “Watch and pray” (Matt. 26:41).
20. What rationale does Jesus use to strengthen His warning?
“For the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak” (Matt.
26:41).

21. What did Jesus pray the second time?
The same words (Mark 14:39).
22. When Jesus found the disciples asleep the second time,
what excuse did they offer?
None (Mark 14:40).
23. What did Jesus pray the third time?
The same thing (Matt. 26:44).
24. How many people did Judas bring with him to arrest Jesus?
A multitude (Mark 14:33).
25. From whom was the crowd sent?
From the religious leaders (Matt. 26:47).
26. What happened to this multitude when Jesus identified
Himself?
They fell backward upon the ground (John 18:4-6).
27. What did this signify?
As He had prophesied, none would take His life; He would give
it up voluntarily (John 10:16-18).
28. What sign did Judas use to designate whom the crowd should
arrest?
A kiss (Matt. 26:48).
29. How did Jesus convict Judas of his sin?
Confronted him before the kiss, stating, “Judas, are you
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” (Luke 22:48).
30. Which disciple drew his sword to protect Jesus?
Simon Peter (John 18:10).
31. What part of the body did Peter slice off when he attacked
the servant of the high priest?
The ear (John 18:10).
32. What was the servant’s name?

Malchus (John 18:10).
33. What did Jesus say to Peter in rebuke?
a. “Live by the sword, die by the sword.”
b. “My Father could send 12 legions of angels.”
34. How did Jesus heal the servant’s ear?
By touching it (Luke 22:51).
35. Name two evidences that Jesus was in control during His
arrest and that His arrest was moving along as it had been
divinely appointed.
a. It was prophesied (Matt. 26:54; Mark 14:49; John 18:8-9).
b. Jesus’ comment, “The cup the Father gave me, I must
fulfill,” reflects His earlier prayer to the Father.
36. What three things did Jesus say to rebuke the multitudes,
including chief priests, captains of the temple, and elders?
a. “Have you come out to arrest Me as you would a robber with
swords and sticks?”
b. “You did not try to arrest Me when I daily sat teaching in
the temple.”
c. “This is your hour and the power of darkness” (Luke 22:53).
37. Who was the young man who fled Gethsemane naked?
Tradition identifies him as John Mark (Mark 14:51-52).
38. To whom was Jesus presented first?
Annas the high priest (John 18:24).
39. To whom did Annas send Jesus?
Caiaphas (Matt. 26:57).
40. Which two disciples followed?
Peter and John (Matt. 26:58; John 18:15).
41. Where did Jesus meet with Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin?
Caiaphas’s house (Luke 22:54).
42. How did they attempt to convict Jesus?

By bringing
14:55-56).
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43. Of what did two false witnesses accuse Jesus?
The claim to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three
days (Matt. 26:61; Mark 14:57-59).
44. How did Jesus respond to all of the charges?
He remained silent (Matt. 26:63; Mark 14:61).
45. What question did Caiaphas then ask Jesus?
Was He the Christ, the Son of God? (Matt. 26:63; Mark 14:61).
46. How did Jesus answer the question?
He said “Egoeimi,” “I am” (Mark 14:62).
47. What did those who heard Him take His response to mean?
That He was the Messiah and also the Son of God, making
Himself equal in person with God the Father (Matt. 26:65-66;
Mark 14:63-64; John 5:18).
48. Had Jesus ever clearly claimed His deity before?
Yes (Mark 2:1-12; John 5:18; 8:58; 10:30; 14:9).
49. How did those with the priest respond to Jesus after
Caiaphas sentenced Him to death?
a. They spit in His face.
b. They blindfolded Him and beat Him.
c. They asked Him to prophesy who hit Him.
d. Many other things that Scripture does not specify (Matt.
26:67-68; Mark 14:65; Luke 22:63-65).
50. What dilemma do Peter’s denials present to the reader?
The need to harmonize them. One can apparently list ten
different denials by Peter.
51. How many denials did Jesus clearly prophesy that Peter
would give?
Three.

52. What was the purpose of the regathering of the Sanhedrin
at dawn?
Jesus was formally condemned by the Sanhedrin at that time.
This action by the council was an effort to make the
proceedings and the passing of judgment upon Jesus legal. But,
as Greek expert A. T. Robertson writes, “No ratification of a
wrong can make it right” (A Harmony of the Gospels, 215).
53. What did Judas feel when he realized he had helped condemn
Jesus to death?
Remorse (Matt. 27:3).
54. How much did the chief priests and elders give Judas to
betray Jesus?
Thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 27:3; 26:15).
55. How much would that be worth today?
The exact amount is unknown; it was the redemption price for a
slave (Exod. 21:32).
56. What did Judas do with the money after he realized what he
had done?
He tried to give it back. When they wouldn’t accept it, he
threw it into the sanctuary, the Holy of Holies (Matt.
27:3-5).
57. What did Judas do next?
Hanged himself (Matt. 27:6).
58. What did the religious leaders do with the returned money?
Bought a field in which to bury foreigners— Potters Field or
Field of Blood (Matt. 27:6-7; Acts 1:18-19).
59. What is significant about this action?
It fulfilled prophecy of both the price and the consequence
(Matt. 27:7-10).
60. To whom did the council now take Jesus?
To Pilate (Matt. 27:2;Mark 15:1; Luke 23:1; John 18:28-29).

61. What principle can we learn from the Jews’ legalism or
“works” mentality at this point?
Legalism—actually any system of works—blinds one to his own
sinfulness (John 18:28). They didn’t want to defile themselves
by going into the palace, but they were willing to kill an
innocent man.
62. What accusations did the religious leaders bring against
Jesus?
a. He perverted the nation (Luke 23:2).
b. He prohibited the giving of tribute to Caesar (Luke 23:2).
c. He said He is Christ, a king (Luke 23:2). d. He stirred up
the people (Luke 23:5).
63. What conclusion did Pilate come to after questioning
Jesus?
a. “I find no fault in this man” (Luke 23:4).
b. “I find no crime in Him” (John 18:38).
64. To whom did Pilate send Jesus?
Herod Antipas the Tetrarch (Luke 23:7).
65. What was the stated reason Pilate sent Jesus to Herod
Antipas?
Jesus was a Galilean and under Herod’s jurisdiction (Luke
23:6-7).
66. How did Herod Antipas receive Jesus?
Gladly (Luke 23:8).
67. Why did he receive Jesus this way?
He wanted to see a miracle (Luke 23:8).
68. How did Jesus respond to Herod’s interrogation?
With silence (Luke 23:9).
69. How did Herod respond to this silent treatment?
He mocked Jesus(Luke 23:11).
70. What custom did Pilate attempt to use to keep from

condemning Jesus?
The custom of freeing a prisoner during the feast (Matt.
27:15, 17; Luke 15:6, 9; John 18:39).
71. After Jesus’ interrogation by both Herod and Pilate, what
was the governor’s verdict?
Neither he nor Herod had found Jesus worthy of death (Luke
23:15). In fact, Luke 23:14b says, “[I] have found no basis
for your charges against Him.”
72. What was the name of the other man Pilate offered to
release?
Barabbas (Matt. 27:16; Mark 15:7; Luke 23:18; John 18:40).
73. What motive did Pilate detect which propelled the chief
priests to demand Jesus death?
Envy (Matt. 27:18; Mark 15:10).
74. Why was Barabbas imprisoned?
Insurrection and murder (Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19).
75. From whom did Pilate receive a warning to have nothing to
do with Jesus?
His wife (Matt. 27:19).
76. What motivated her to warn Pilate?
She had suffered many things that day in a dream because of
Jesus (Matt. 27:19).
77. How did Pilate respond to Jesus before he again told
crowd he could “find no crime in Him?”
a. Pilate scourged Him (John 19:1).
b. He allowed the soldiers to (1) plait a crown of thorns
place it on His head; (2) array Him in a purple garment;
while mockingly hailing Him as the King of the Jews, beat
with their fists (John 19:2-3).

the
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78. How many times did Pilate confess he could find no cause
for putting Jesus to death?

Three (Luke 23:22).
79. At this point, what accusations do the Jews make to claims
that Jesus is worthy of death?
“He made Himself [out to be] the Son of God” (John 19:7).
80.
the
“If
who

After Pilate again tried to release Jesus, what threat did
Jews use to obtain Jesus’ condemnation?
you release Him, you are no friend of Caesar’s. Everyone
makes a king speaks against Caesar” (John 19:12).

81. What symbolic gesture did Pilate make to declare himself
innocent of condemning a righteous man?
He washed his hands before the multitude and said, “I am
innocent of the blood of the righteous man (Matt. 27:24).
82. When, exactly, did this happen?
This is the subject of a huge debate, but it was probably just
before dawn on Friday.
83. What did Pilate do to Jesus before he handed Him over to
be crucified?
a. He had Jesus scourged a second time! (Matt. 27:26; Mark
15:15).
b. He delivered Jesus over to his guards, who first mocked and
beat Him, then crucified Him (Matt. 27:27-30; Mark 15:16-19).
84. Who was enlisted to carry Jesus’ cross for Him?
Simon of Cyrene (Matt. 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26).
85. What is the name of the way that Jesus walked to His
crucifixion?
The Via Dolorosa, “Way of Suffering.”
86. Who accompanied Jesus along the path?
The two thieves (Luke 23:32).
87. What is the name of the place where Jesus was crucified?
In Hebrew, Golgotha (Matt. 27:33; Mark 15:22; John 19:17).

88. What is this place called in Greek?
The cranium, the skull (Luke 23:33).
89. What is this place called in Latin?
Calvary.
90. Of what significance were the inscriptions on the crosses
at crucifixions?
They identified the crime for which the person was being
executed.
91. What were Jesus’s first words from the cross?
“Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are
doing” (Luke 23:34).
92. What is the first fulfillment of prophecy by those who
crucified Jesus after He was nailed to the cross?
They cast lots over Jesus’ garments (John 19:24).
93. What inscription did Pilate place on Jesus’ cross?
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews” (John 19:19).
94. In what languages was it written?
Aramaic, Latin, and Greek (John 19:20).
95. Who are the three women named in scripture who stood by
the cross (John 19:25)?
a. Mary, mother of Jesus
b. Mary’s sister—the wife of Cleopas
c. Mary Magdalene
96. What was the second thing Jesus said from the cross and to
whom was it addressed (John 19:27)?
To Mary: “Woman, behold, your son”; to John, “Behold your
mother!”
97. At what hour was Jesus actually crucified?
The third hour—nine a.m. (Mark 15:25).
98. At what hour did darkness enshroud the earth?

The sixth hour (Matt. 27:45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44).
99. How long did the darkness last?
Three hours (Matt. 27:45; Mark 15:33; Luke 23:44).
100. Around the ninth hour, what did Jesus cry out?
“My God, My God, why has Thou forsaken me?” (Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani).
101. What was Jesus’ next-to-last utterance from the cross and
to what did it refer?
“It is finished.” It referred to the penalty He paid on the
cross (John 19:30).
102. At the death of Jesus, what physical phenomena occurred?
a. The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom
(Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 21:45).
b. There was an earthquake (Matt. 27:51).
c. Rocks were split apart (Matt. 27:51).
d. Tombs were opened (Matt. 27:52).
e. There were many resuscitations of the dead. They entered
into the city, appeared to many, and stayed alive until after
Jesus’ resurrection (Matt. 27:52-53).
103. The fear occasioned by these awesome phenomena moved the
centurion at the foot of the cross to make what profession?
That Jesus was a righteous man and truly the Son of God (Matt.
27:54; Mark 15:39; Luke 23:47).
104. How did the multitudes respond to these awesome displays?
They returned to the city beating their breasts (Luke 23:48).
105. What reason did the Jews give to have Pilate break the
legs of those crucified?
So as not to defile the sabbath-day Passover (John 19:31).
106. Instead of breaking Jesus’ legs, they did something else
to Him, since He was already dead. What?
They pierced His side (John 19:33-34).

107. What resulted from the piercing, signifying that death
had occurred?
Blood and water flowed out (John 19:34).
108. What two prophecies relate to Jesus’ legs not being
broken?
a. No bone shall be broken (Exod. 12:46; Num. 9:12; Ps.
34:20).
b. They will look on me, the one they have pierced (Zach.
12:10).
109. Who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus for burial?
Joseph of Arimathea (Matt. 27:54; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50; John
19:38).
110. How did Pilate confirm that Jesus had in fact died?
He called in the centurion in charge of the crucifixion (Mark
15:44-45).
111. Who helped Joseph prepare the body for burial?
Nicodemus (John 19:39).
112. What two spices were used in the burial preparation?
Myrrh and aloes (John 19:39).
113. How much was used?
One hundred pounds (John 19:39).
114. Who were the two women who watched where Joseph and
Nicodemus buried Jesus?
Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Jesus (Matt. 27:61;
Mark 15:47).
115. What reason did the chief priests and Pharisees give for
sealing and guarding the sepulchre?
They secured the tomb for three days because they feared
Jesus’ disciples would steal the body and tell the people He
had risen (Matt. 27:62-66).
116. What supernatural event accompanied the great earthquake

early on Sunday morning?
An angel of the Lord rolled back the tombstone and sat on it
(Matt. 28:2-4).
117. What is curious about the angel and this appearance?
The angel came and went. Some saw the angel and some didn’t
(John 28:2-10).
118. Who was the first person at the tomb early on Sunday
morning?
Mary Magdalene (John 20:1).
119. Basically, what message did the angel give the women at
the tomb?
“He is not here; He has risen just as He had said He would”
(Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:26-7; Luke 24:5-7).
120. Who were the first two apostles to go to the empty tomb?
John and Peter (John 20:2).
121. What was curious about the burial wrappings?
They were in the tomb, neatly folded (John 20:5-7).
122. What excuse did the soldiers (who were paid by the chief
priests and the elders) give for the disappearance of Jesus’
body?
“His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we
slept” (Matt. 28:11-13).
123. What is so ludicrous about this excuse?
The guards who fell asleep, plus all of those in the unit,
would have been executed.
124. Name some of the people to whom Jesus appeared after He
arose.
Mary Magdalene, Cleopas and a friend, the eleven disciples,
Thomas (Mark 16:9, 14; Luke 24:17; John 20:26).
125. How long did He appear to the disciples before He finally
ascended?

Forty days (Acts 1:1-2).
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