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The recent terrorist attack in London once again reminds us that we are still engaged in a war on
terrorism. For some reason we seem to forget this fundamental fact. The March 2004 bombing in
Madrid was a reminder. The July terrorist attack in London was another. Yet there is abundant
evidence that we still have not learned some fundamental lessons in our war on terrorism.
I was on two different talk shows (one as host, one as guest), and I was struck by the number of
times I heard comments about bringing the terrorists to justice. But let me ask a basic question: is a
terrorist a common criminal?
If terrorists are only common criminals, then biblically speaking, they should merely be dealt with by
their host governments. In Romans 13, the Apostle Paul says, “he who resists authority has opposed
the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. For
rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of
authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you
for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a
minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.”
Paul’s teaching on government shows that criminals are those who do evil and threaten the civil
peace. Any outside threat to the existence of the state is not a criminal threat but an act of war
which is also to be dealt with by the government.
In other words, criminals threaten the state from within, while foreign armies threaten the state
from outside. In the case of seeking domestic peace, Paul outlines how governments will approve of
good works, but that governments should bring fear to those who are wrongdoers.
When terrorists attack, we should not view them as criminals but as foreign soldiers who attempt to
threaten the very existence of the American government or the British government. To borrow a
phrase from President Bush, we should not try to “bring them to justice,” we should “bring justice to
them.”
Another important lesson we must learn is the need to place our governments on a war footing. That
is, there are certain steps governments must take if we are to truly win the war on terrorism. At the
outset, we need to develop the mindset that we are fighting a war with radical Muslim terrorists
(often called Islamofascists). We can’t negotiate with them as some of the callers to my talk show
suggested. They are enemy combatants willing to die for their perverted religious views.
Governments shouldn’t negotiate with them or bring them to justice. Governments must fight a war
on terrorism. This requires governments to press their advantages over terrorists in terms of
military hardware, intelligence gathering, and technological applications. It also demands that our
governmental leaders think clearly about what terrorism is and how it is being advanced by Muslim
terrorists around the world.
The terrorist attack in London (as well as the bombing in Madrid) also reminds us of the role each of
us can play in stopping terrorism. Each involved citizens multiplies the eyes and ears of the
government. These attacks were not high tech attacks using nuclear, chemical, or biological
weapons. They used bombs and timers. An alert citizen might have discovered these bombs before

they went off.
To prevent future attacks, we must pay attention to our surroundings and those around us. That
doesn’t mean we need to be paranoid of everything and suspicious of everyone. But it does mean
that we need to be alert.
One terrorist expert I interviewed said that a successful terrorist attack occurs when all the pieces
of the puzzle come together. Terrorism is like a jigsaw puzzle with lots of pieces that all must be
present for success. This includes funding, organizers, explosives, location, a plan of operation,
research, a dry run, trusted people, etc. Alert citizens who report suspicious activity can help law
enforcement thwart the plans of terrorists.
Countering terrorism in the 21st century will not be easy, but understanding, resolve, and alertness
are key ingredients in our success. This is our generation’s challenge. We need to meet it with
wisdom and boldness.
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