
“Why  Did  God  Reject  Cain’s
Offering?”
I was reading to my grandchild about Cain and Abel. The book
we read said Cain was jealous of Abel because God rejected the
sacrifice Cain made and accepted Abel’s. She asked me why, can
you tell me?

The  difference  in  the  sacrifices  was  really  about  the
difference in their hearts. If you read the actual story in
Genesis 4, you will read that Abel, who was a rancher, made
his  offering  of  the  first  of  his  flock  and  of  the  “fat
portions” of his flock. In other words, he gave God the first
and the best of what he had. Cain, a farmer, only gave God
“some”  of  his  crops.  He  was  greedy  and  self-centered  and
apparently wanted to keep the best for himself. God rejected
Cain’s sacrifice because Cain rejected God’s right to his
heart.

Hope this helps!

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Which Version of the Bible
is Most Accurate?”
Do you know which version of the Bible is most accurate? The
main ones I’m considering for thorough Bible study are the
King James Version, New International Version, and the New
American Standard Version. Are the NIV and NASB inferior to
the KJV? Also, what study bible do you feel is most helpful?
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Life Application, Scofield, Ryrie?

I  would  never  recommend  the  KJV  for  Bible  study  because
language  has  changed  so  much  since  1611,  and  better
manuscripts are now available as the basis for translation
than what they used for the KJV. (I suggest you read our
article on the King James debate.)

The NIV is a dynamic translation, where the translators sought
to  communicate  the  general  idea  and  thoughts  behind  the
original  languages,  rather  than  an  actual  word-for-word
translation, which can tend to be more wooden. I no longer use
the NIV exclusively (although I did for 20 years) because I am
frustrated by the fact that they translate the word “flesh” as
“sin  nature,”  which  leads  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the
Christian  life,  I  believe.  I  have  joined  the  ranks  of  a
growing number who have returned to the NASB for serious Bible
study. However, I am very much enjoying the NET Bible (New
English  Translation),  which  can  be  downloaded  for  free
(www.netbible.org) although the beta version is now out in
print. Each page has more translator notes and study notes
than  actual  text,  which  gives  the  reader  a  VERY  full
understanding of what’s going on in the original languages. I
am using the NET Bible to augment my NASB reading; it’s like
listening to color commentary during a sports telecast.

In  terms  of  the  study  Bibles,  that  is  really  a  personal
preference  issue  depending  on  one’s  theology.  The  Life
Application, Scofield and Ryrie Bibles are dispensational, and
the Reformation Study Bible is reform in its theology. The
Student Bible is especially good, as is Kay Arthur’s Inductive
Study Bible. All the study Bibles you mentioned are good and
have their fans. The best way to judge, I think, is to compare
the notes on the same passage between the various versions.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries
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“How  Could  a  Compassionate
God Order the Genocide of the
Canaanites?”
My eldest daughter and I have been discussing portions of the
Bible  with  which  she  is  struggling.  One  of  the  problem
passages she asked about is “Why does God order the genocide
of the Canaanites?” Now of course I can give her the answer in
the Bible, i.e., that God gave them 400 years to repent and
that their sins were horrible, etc.; but her real question is
ethical. How can God who has such compassion for the innocents
in Ninevah order the wholesale killing of innocent children in
Palestine? Is the God of the OT and the God of the NT the same
Person?  How  can  I  reconcile  these,  in  modern  terms,
“unthinkable”  crimes  against  humanity  with  the  God  of
compassion  revealed  by  Jesus?

We’re also looking for good articles regarding “why I can
trust the Bible” and the “relevance of the Bible” for today.

Thanks for your help.

Great questions!

We  need  to  revisit  the  assessment  of  the  Canaanites  as
“innocent.” From God’s perspective, there is no such thing as
an innocent human being (apart from Jesus Christ). Every human
heart is evil and bent on sin and rebellion. I see a strong
parallel between God’s actions against the Canaanites and the
actions of an oncology surgeon. He has to cut out what may
appear to be healthy tissue but which is actually infected
with cancer cells. The Canaanites were infected with sin. I
don’t understand about the children, but I do know that a
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compassionate God ordered it. Something to consider, then, is
the question of “Do children go to hell?” Probe’s founder,
Jimmy Williams, addresses this issue here.

Yes, the God of the New Testament is the same as the God of
the Old Testament, a God of love and grace. Evidence of His
love and grace are rampant throughout both testaments. I think
we need to cultivate a spirit of humility before an infinite
God we cannot fully understand because “all the available
facts are not all the facts.” God never committed any crimes
against  humanity,  much  less  unthinkable  ones,  because  we
cannot see ourselves, or Him, accurately. We have to depend on
God’s revelation of human nature—which is that, apart from
God, we are wicked and rebellious and evil, even at the same
time that we are His image-bearers. And on His revelation of
His own nature—which is that He is holy and just, and He would
have been completely within His rights to allow every single
human being to go to hell because that is what we deserve. But
He didn’t.

I’m  afraid  there  is  no  “silver  bullet”  answer  to  these
questions, ______, because we don’t have all the facts and
just have to trust that God is good all the time, and He knows
things we don’t. Along these lines, may I also suggest you
read the article “I Can’t Forgive God for Taking All Those
People in the WTC!“.

My colleague Rick Wade goes into great detail on this question
in these two articles:

God and the Canaanites
Yahweh War and the Conquest of Canaan

Probe’s founder, Jimmy Williams, explores the question here:

“How Can a Just God Order the Slaughter of Men, Women and
Children?”

Concerning your question about apologetics articles, we have:
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Are the Biblical Documents Reliable?
Authority of the Bible
The Christian Canon
Archaeology and the Old Testament
Archaeology and the New Testament

The Relevance of Christianity: An Apologetic

You  might  also  find  it  helpful  to  browse  our
Theology/Apologetics  Topics  pages.

Hope this helps!

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Why  Were  Women  Unclean
During  Their  Period  in  the
Old Testament?”
Why  were  women  unclean  during  their  period  in  the  Old
Testament? Also, why were the number of unclean days different
for the birth of a male child vs. a female child? Why doesn’t
this apply today?

Why  were  women  unclean  during  their  period  in  the  Old
Testament?

We need to remember that being in a state of “uncleanness” was
not the same as sin. It’s more like being put on the bench
during  a  game.  I  believe  the  Old  Testament’s  emphasis  on
cleanness  and  uncleanness  was  to  weave  the  importance  of
holiness and “separation unto the Lord” into the everyday
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understanding of what it meant to serve the true and living
God.  The  distinction  between  cleanness  and  uncleanness
functioned as a continual reminder of the difference between
God (holy) and God’s people (sinful and fallen).

Actually,  I  believe  the  ritual  uncleanness  of  a  woman’s
menstrual  period  had  two  purposes.  First,  it  kept  the
messiness  more  contained  by  restraining  her  activities,
especially  sexually.  Secondly,  when  sexual  relations  were
forbidden  for  seven  days  each  month,  it  was  a  built-in
anticipation builder for both husband and wife for when they
could come back together again. Many married couples know the
joy of “reunion sex.” God’s “off-limits for seven days” rule
insured “reunion sex” without somebody having to go away!
<smile>

Also, why were the number of unclean days different for the
birth of a male child vs. a female child?

I couldn’t find a single commentator who could come up with a
reason apart from God’s right to make the rules. However,
since the New Testament teaching is equal value of the sexes
(Gal. 3:28, “In Christ there is no male or female”), it may be
that the purpose of the gender INequity in the Old Testament
was to set up the contrast for the glory of grace in the New
Testament.

Why doesn’t this apply today?

It  doesn’t  apply  today  because  the  purpose  of  the  Old
Testament civil law has been fulfilled. The laws were designed
to protect and provide for the purity of the Jews until the
Messiah came. Now, Christ has torn down the barrier between
Jew and Gentile, and the Old Testament law was a huge part of
that barrier—which is no longer necessary. (It should be noted
that moral laws, such as what we find in the Ten Commandments,
will never pass away because they are rooted in the very
character of God.)



Hope this helps!

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Who Are the Angels Mentioned
in the Bible?”
You mentioned that there are only a few Angels mentioned in
the  Bible,  and  I  was  wondering  if  you  could  help  me  in
relation to them. Would you give me a list of the Angels’
names mentioned in the bible, and books or web sites where I
can learn about them.

Just two holy angels, Michael and Gabriel, are mentioned in
the Bible. Here are the references:

Michael—Daniel 10:13, 10:21, 11:1, 12:1; Jude 1:9, Rev. 12:7.

Gabriel—Daniel 8:16-18; Luke 1:19, 1:26, 1:28.

Two unholy angels are named: Apollyon, the angel of the abyss
in Revelation 9:11 (the Hebrew term is Abaddon), and Satan,
who is an evil, fallen angel.

Hope this helps!

Sue Bohlin

Probe Ministries
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“What  Makes  the  Bible  a
Reliable Text on Angels?”
You cite the bible as a source of insight into angels. What
makes the bible a better source than any other fiction book
that has been written by anyone at anytime? Say I wrote a book
about angels because I wanted to get people to believe in
something they have never seen or felt or touched or smelled
or tasted. If I aged it 2 or 3 thousand years and there were
people like you around, would they believe it? What if I gave
it  a  prolific  name  like  The  Word,  or  Holy  Text,  or  The
Greatest Truest Book Ever Written, does it then become more
plausible? What are your thoughts?

Hi ________,

My thoughts are that the Bible gives more than “insight” about
angels; it gives actual revelation–information from “outside
the box,” so to speak.

You can choose to call the Bible a book of fiction, but that
would only be because you haven’t considered the evidence that
shows it’s not. For instance, fulfilled prophecy alone is a
staggering evidence that it was divinely inspired, for who
else could write history in advance other than the God who is
outside of time?

I invite you to try and debunk the truth and validity of the
Bible.  Many  others  have,  and  they  have  become  its  most
convinced defenders. If it truly can be debunked, then it’s
not worth believing in. But if it’s true, and I completely
believe it is because of the evidence, then it’s worth paying
attention to.

I have a suspicion you have an opinion of the Bible that is
not  based  on  anything  more  than  a  contempt  for  God  and
possibly for the people who believe in the Bible. (And allow

https://probe.org/what-makes-the-bible-a-reliable-text-on-angels/
https://probe.org/what-makes-the-bible-a-reliable-text-on-angels/


me to concede, regretfully, that a lot of religious people say
and do things that make God wince because they misrepresent
Him so egregiously, and it has a negative impact on others who
are watching–people like you? I think God grieves over this.)

You might consider shoring up your reasons. Our website is
full  of  resources  that  provide  good  evidence  that
Christianity, and the Bible, are both true. If you don’t care
to check anything out, then at least I would hope you would be
honest  enough  to  admit  that  your  unbelief  is  based  on  a
refusal to investigate and not because there are good reasons
for it.

Respectfully,

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Does Lucky Mean Lucifer Has
Smiled on Me?”
I would like to know the meaning to the word LUCKY. I have
been told that it means Lucifer has smiled on me and blessed
me. If this is true where do I find this information?

If you go to dictionary.com, this is what you’ll find:

lucky
adj. luckier, luckiest

   1. Having or attended by good luck. See Synonyms at happy.
   2. Occurring by chance; fortuitous.
   3. Believed to bring good luck: hoped to draw a lucky
number.
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There’s  nothing  there  about  Lucifer.  What  you  heard  is
something someone made up, and there’s nothing to it.

From a Christian worldview, there IS no such thing as luck,
because God is in control of everything. There’s such a thing
as blessing, but not luck. God is in control; Satan is not. In
fact, at the cross he was stripped of all real power (see Col.
2:15). All he has is wiles and lies, and if we arm ourselves
with the truth we can fight him all the time.

Hope this helps.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Are  Militant  Angels  Good,
Bad or Ugly?”
Dear Sue,

Just recently we have been looking at some old photos of when
we first moved into our old house and there was a sign out the
front that said “BEWARE MILITANT ANGELS GUARD THIS PROPERTY.”
And I was just wondering what this meant. Are these good, bad
or ugly angels? Please email back even if you don’t come up
with anything.

Boy, the people who had the house before you had quite a sense
of  humor!  There  are  no  such  things  as  militant  guardian
angels,  since  militants  are  people  who  are  angry  and
rebellious. The demons who fell from heaven were militant
against God, but they’re into destruction, not protection. And
the holy angels who protect us are submissive, not militant.
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I think the sign is in the same category as the humorous signs
I’ve seen that say “This property protected by an attack cat,”
and they mean a household kitten.

At any rate, your e-mail made me smile, and I appreciate it.
Let me encourage you that it’s cool and you have nothing to
worry about.

Warmly,

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Are Angels Male or Female?”
I’ve read your article “Angels: The Good, the Bad and the
Ugly,” and I have a doubt about the angel story that describes
an angel taking care of a child and her mother, but the angel
appeared to be a hospital nurse.

I mean, is an angel a he or a she? Or can they be either man
or woman?

Angels are not sexual beings; the Lord said they do not marry
(Mark 12:25), and sexuality and gender would seem to be an
element of humanity, not angel beings. So angels can take on
human appearances of both males and females. It’s like taking
on a role in a play, complete with costume.

That being said, all biblical references to angels use the
masculine pronoun “he.” That doesn’t mean they can’t appear as
female, but it’s good to know the baseline from scripture.

Hope this helps.

Sue Bohlin
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Probe Ministries

Student Mind Games Conference
(radio transcript)

Conference Overview
There’s one thing we do here at Probe that is our favorite
part of ministry. Our Student Mind Games Conference is a week-
long,  total  immersion,  give-it-all-we’ve-got  experience  for
high school and college students that changes minds and hearts
forever.

We teach Christian students how to think biblically
on  a  wide  range  of  subjects:  worldviews,  basic
apologetics, creation and evolution, human nature,
the differences between guys and girls, the problem
of  evil,  the  value  of  suffering,  campus
Christianity, and even how to watch a movie without swallowing
it whole. They learn about world religions, a compassionate
but biblical view of homosexuality, science and Earth-history,
feminism, and genetic engineering. We talk about how not to
lose their faith in college and give specific, practical help
connecting  with  the  campus  ministries  at  whatever  college
they’re headed to.

The Probe teachers don’t just give the lectures, though; we
continue conversations at meals where we eat and visit with
the students instead of each other. We assign readings by
authors who don’t have a Christian worldview, and break up
into discussion groups to help the students develop their
discernment skills and tune up their baloney detectors. There
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is free time every afternoon for everybody to hike, swim, play
basketball or card games, read or nap. They learn how to be
discerning  in  watching  movies,  and  get  practice  at  it  by
watching several movies during the evenings.

The students are delighted to meet other thinking Christians
from all over the country, students eager to think and grow in
their  faith  as  they  learn  to  love  God  with  their  minds
together. They enjoy getting to know us as the instructors,
too. We’re not only available the whole week; we look for
opportunities to engage in conversations that will encourage
and affirm what God is doing in the minds and hearts of these
precious young people.

In  what  follows  you’ll  hear  a  little  bit  from  several
lecturers, and also from several of our Mind Games alumni.

Sneak Peek of Probe Lectures
Here are snippets from lectures of four of our Probe Mind
Games instructors, speaking on Apologetics, Origins, The Value
of Suffering, and Nietzsche for Beginners:

Dr. Pat Zukeran:

When we begin apologetics, when you engage the non-Christian
world, where do we begin? Worldviews. Very good. Now there
are three major worldviews; what are they? The first one is.
. . ? Theism. Theism teaches what? God made all. The second
one is. . .? Naturalism, or atheism: no God at all. And the
third one is Pantheism, God is all. Remember all three of
those.

Dr. Ray Bohlin:

That is why many were upset for a long time. Many rejected
the Big Bang because of the philosophical implications of a
beginning. Where does this particle come from? Here’s the



problem. See, something must be eternal. Something has to
have always been here. Otherwise, something had to come from
absolutely nothing.

Sue Bohlin:

Pat explained to you the philosophical aspects of suffering
and pain, and now I want to get intensely practical. l want
to share with you five of the things that God showed me over
a five-year period about the value of suffering. God never
wastes our suffering, not a scrap of it. He redeems all of it
for His glory and for our benefit. We have a God who scoops
us up, and holds us to His chest where we can hear His heart
beating, and says, “It’s okay. l love you, buddy. Dad knows
the way home. It’s gonna be okay.” And in the midst of our
suffering, that’s when God is holding us the closest.

Todd Kappelman:

What Nietzsche says is, “Listen, there are smart people,
there are strong people, there are the artistically gifted,
there are geniuses which comprise one percent or less of the
population, and then there’s the ninety-nine percent.” What
Nietzsche as an atheist wants to do is, he wants to look at
good art. He wants to make a place in our culture for good
art to be produced. The problem with good art being produced
is you need a good audience that appreciates good art in
order for good art to be produced.

Comments from Alumni, Part 1
Sarah relates how she happened to come:

I’m Sarah, l have an older sister, this is her third year,
and she got me into this. She’s, like, “This, is the most
awesome thing ever, you gotta go.” I’m like, “Whatever.” I
came because she would always come back saying that she had



this awesome time and everything. l was just like, “Okay,
I’ll go, I’ve been to other conferences before so I don’t
think it’ll be anything different.” This was really amazing
because other conferences that I’ve been to, it’s been just
lectures, lectures, lectures. But like Sue and Pat and Todd
and Heather and Ray, they would talk back to you. They wanted
to get to know you, they wanted to know what you thought,
they let you ask questions and they would answer it in the
best way that they do, and it was just really nice to have
someone older and wise that could give their information to
where  you  could  understand  it,  and  it’s  free  to  ask
questions.

Here’s Kayla:

I really enjoyed the variety of the workshops, realizing that
Christianity does apply to all aspects of life, that we have
a worldview that is livable, and that whether it be about
homosexuality  or  abortion  or  genetic  engineering,  our
worldview applies to that too, and knowing those answers will
help me that much more in the secular university.

Austin shares what helped him the most:

It especially helped with the readings, the secular readings.
It helped me to point out the flaws in their teachings and to
see, okay, he’s wrong here, here, here, here; he’s kinda
right here; this is where he needs to change a little. It
helps me interpret what I’m reading better.

And Bekah responds to my question: Do you feel equipped to
handle  the  anti-Christian,  the  hostile  influences  on  the
college campus?

Yes, because we had to interact with the “devil’s advocate”
so much here, and I think it really just prepared us for
situations we’re actually going to face.



We love and enjoy the students who come to Mind Games, and
they know it.

Comments From Alumni, Part 2
Here are a few more: Jon, Ashli, Jonathan and a returning
alumnus, Daniel:

Jon:

It was more than I expected. I thought I was going to come
here and learn ways to defeat people’s arguments and destroy
what they believe, but that’s not what I learned. I actually
learned WHY people believe what they believe, and so because
I can understand what they believe better, I can love them
better as a person, and that’s really how you witness to
them: you love them first and then they’ll ask you, “What‘s
so special,” and then you can do it. So Mind Games for me was
about learning and understanding more of what other people
believe so I could understand and love them better.

Ashli:

The lectures—l loved them, because my dad’s always about, he
wants you to gain the knowledge, he wants you to know stuff,
and I . . . don‘t. I learned so much, and I got so much out
of it, and I had so many questions that I had answered. I was
almost embarrassed by the questions, that I should already
know the answer, but I felt comfortable enough to ask them,
and they answered them clearly, and it was awesome.

Jonathan:

There’s  just  something  amazing  about  this  place  where
everyone wants to be here. The lectures were really great,
there’s just so much emotion and information to it. They just
tell sides of things you never hear in the culture, it’s just
so informative. Like Ashli said, you really get just a zeal



for learning about this stuff and you realize how little you
know about your faith, and how much you want to learn, so I’m
definitely going to come back and try and learn some more.

Daniel:

I  thought  Mind  Games  was  fantastic.  It  was  a  great
experience, and while I did go to some of the same classes, I
took more away from them than I did last year, partly because
I stayed awake during different parts but mostly because I
was paying better attention and you take different things
away every time you go to the same lesson. So that was still
valuable even though I’d been here before. And there were
definitely talks that l hadn’t attended last year that were
really, really interesting, downright fascinating actually,
which l was very glad to be a part of, some of which l felt
pretty  strongly  about,  so  I  was  glad  to  be  able  to
participate  in  those  discussions.

Why Go to Mind Games?
We now know that three out of four high school seniors who had
been part of a church youth group drop out of church within a
year.{1} One reason for this is that they don’t own their
faith; they don’t know that Christianity is true, and they
don’t know why it’s true. They tend to equate faith with a
warm fuzzy feeling that doesn’t stand up to the challenges of
life. Many students are afraid to express their doubts so they
never  learn  that  there  are  good,  solid  answers  to  their
questions. They are sensitive to the disconnect that happens
when  those  who  profess  to  be  Christ-followers  act  no
differently  from  unbelievers.

For over fifteen years, Probe’s Mind Games conferences have
been preparing young people for the challenges to their faith.
In  that  time,  we  have  witnessed  firsthand  the  incredible
thirst for a reliable trustworthy faith. Again and again we



hear that some had despaired of ever finding something like
Mind Games. The conference consistently exceeds expectations,
and students often tell us they wish they had brought their
friends.

Alumni from these summer conferences are going on to become
leaders on their campuses and beyond. This weeklong immersion
truly changes lives, giving them a new confidence in their
God, His Word, and in their role as His ambassadors. We know
this because some of them come back as alumni a second or
third year, and because they contact us from college and let
us know how Mind Games continues to impact them. Others have
gone  on  to  become  leaders  in  ministry  and  heroes  in  the
military.

Mornings start with an informal devotional by Probe staff and
a time of prayer. They receive twenty-five hours of lecture
using video clips, role play, Q and A, and other teaching
techniques. They build their discernment muscles and sharpen
their  critical  thinking  skills  by  reading  and  analyzing
articles by non-Christians, which we discuss in small groups.
They worship together, they play together, and they make dear
friends. We instructors share our meals and some of our free
time with the students, which allows us to get to know and
truly love them.

The  Student  Mind  Games  Conference  is  for  those  who  have
finished their junior or senior years of high school, and for
college freshmen and sophomores. [Note: especially motivated
students younger than that are welcome, though!] Please go to
our  Web  site,  Probe.org,  and  check  out  the  reports  and
pictures of the last few Mind Games conferences. You can look
at a typical schedule, and find out all the details. And then
register someone you love. It will make a difference in time
and eternity.

Note

http://www.probe.org/mindgames
http://www.probe.org/mindgames
https://www.probe.org/mind-games-2014-schedule/


1. Steve Cable, Is This the Last Christian Generation?
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