Psalm 8

April 22, 2011

If you study astronomy for very long, you can feel very small.
We are a small planet in one solar system in one of many
galaxies. Just consider some of the comments by scientists
about our place in the universe.

Werner von Braun said: “We find that we 1live on an
insignificant planet of a humdrum star lost in a galaxy tucked
away in some forgotten corner of a universe in which there are
far more galaxies than people.”

Astronaut Neil Armstrong said he felt very small when he was
in space. “It suddenly struck me that that tiny pea, pretty
and blue, was the Earth. I put up my thumb and shut one eye,
and my thumb blotted out the planet Earth. I didn’t feel like
a giant. I felt very small.”

Stephen Hawking said: “We are just an advanced breed of
monkeys on a minor planet of a very average star. But we can
understand the universe. That makes us something very
special.” I don’t know about you, but I don’t feel very
special just because I can understand the universe.

David asks the same question in Psalm 8. Are human beings
special? Speaking to God he says: “When I look at your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful
of him, and the son of man that you care for him?”

David then gives God’'s answer to this important question. “Yet
you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and
crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him dominion
over the works of your hands; you have put all things under
his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the
field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
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whatever passes along the paths of the seas.”

Our significance doesn’t come from being on planet Earth or
even from understanding the nature of the universe. Our
significance comes from the fact that an all-powerful, loving
God created us in His image and gave us dominion over His
creation.

Astronomy interpreted from a naturalistic worldview doesn’t
give us significance. Only a Christian worldview which teaches
that we are God'’'s special creation can give us true
significance. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’s my point of view.

Funeral Myths

I went to a friend’s funeral yesterday where I heard a number
of things to add to my running mental list of “funeral myths.”
With the ever-increasing degree of Bible Illiteracy, combined
with the growing number of believers who are “cultural
captives,” more conformed to the culture than to Christ
(please see my earlier blog “Are You a Pickle?”), it’s not
surprising that people would have unbiblical beliefs about
death, heaven, and God.

Several songs were played at my friend’s funeral. One 1is
called “Borrowed Angels,” which started like this:

They shine a little brighter, they feel a little more
They touch your life in ways no one has ever done before
They love a little stronger, they live to give their best
They make our lives so blest, so why do they go so soon?
The ones with souls so beautiful

I heard someone say-—
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There must be Borrowed Angels, here in this life

They come along, into this world, and make this world bright
But they can’t stay forever

Cause they’re heaven sent

And sometimes, heaven needs them back again

No, people are not “borrowed angels.” God created the angels
before He created mankind. We are very different from angels;
they were created to serve God and serve us, and we are
created to be drawn into and enjoy the love, fellowship, joy
and delight of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. They made us
in Their image (Genesis 1:26), which elevates us above angels.
People and angels are two different kinds of creation, and one
does not become the other.

Which brings me to another myth I heard yesterday: that
Valerie is now “our guardian angel.” While this may be a
comforting thought to those gripped by loss, no she’s not.
She’s enjoying unhindered, face-to-face worship of Jesus and
fellowship with those who now live in heaven.

Do we have guardian angels? The Bible doesn’t give a
definitive answer on that, although the Lord Jesus did say,
“See that you do not look down on one of these little ones.
For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face
of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 18:10). And Psalm 91:11
promises, “For He will command His angels concerning you to
guard you in all your ways” (from my article Angels: The Good,
the Bad and the Ugly at Probe.org).

At yesterday’'s funeral, people stood up to make comments about
our friend. One distraught lady concluded her remarks with an
angry, “God, You'd better take good care of her.” My heart
went out to her, not just because of her grief but because she
doesn’t know that God is good and doesn’t need to be cajoled,
much less threatened, into caring for His beloved daughter.
Sometimes people get angry with God for taking someone home
earlier than they want, and the anger comes from a sense of
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betrayal-as if God doesn’t have the right to determine the
length of a person’s life. Yet Psalm 139:16 says, “All the
days ordained for me were written in Your book before one of
them came to be.” None of us lives a single day more, or less,
than God had determined before He even created us. A loving
God is in control—-and that extends to the days of our birth
and our death.

The man who conducted the funeral told a story about how they
used to keep a little girl in their family in 1line by
threatening that Valerie would get after her with her spanking
switch. “Well now Valerie’s not here,” he told us, “so we tell
the little girl, “Valerie’s got her spanking switch with her
in heaven and when you get up there she’s gonna bust your
butt.”

Uh, no.

Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus.” Valerie’'s not busting any
butts in heaven, and part of the good news is that God isn’t
either!

When my aunt died, someone tucked a deck of cards under her
hands in her casket because Aunt Maggi loved to play cards and
they were sure she was having a great time up 1in heaven
playing pinochle with her brothers. When my mother died,
several relatives comforted each other by laughing about how
Mom had finally joined the great heavenly card party. This 1is
another myth about heaven, that it’s a lot like our human
activities on earth, only better. People who believe this myth
usually have no concept of the greatness and glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ, or they wouldn’t be willing to settle for images
of unending card games and fishing and bowling tournaments.

What funeral myths have you come across?



This blog post originally appeared at
blogs.bible.org/engage/sue bohlin/funeral myths
on April 12, 2011.

Shadow Scholar

April 28, 2011

A few months ago, The Chronicle of Higher Education published
an expose written by a man who makes his living writing papers
for a custom-essay company. His article is getting even more
attention now that Readers Digest has printed an edited
version. He has written roughly 5,000 pages of scholarly
literature for students in college and graduate school. You
won't find his name on a single paper.

The article follows his experience with one student who wants
him to write a 75-page paper on business ethics. It later
became part of a 170-page graduate school thesis. Her e-mail
reads as follows: “You did me business ethics propsal [sic]
for me I need propsal got approved pls can you will write me
paper?” Yes, her English and grammar are that poor. I will
spare you all the other e-mails she writes to him.

He has found there are three demographic groups that seek out
his services: the English-as-second-language student, the
hopelessly deficient student, and the lazy rich kid. He admits
that he lives rather well “on the desperation, misery, and
incompetence” that our educational system has created. He
remarks that “my company’s staff of roughly 50 is not large
enough to satisfy the demands of students.”

Perhaps the greatest irony in his work is that he does lots of
work for seminary students. He says: “I 1like seminary


http://blogs.bible.org/engage/sue_bohlin/funeral_myths
https://probe.org/shadow-scholar/

students. They seem so blissfully unaware of the inherent
contradiction in paying someone to help them cheat in courses
that are largely about walking in the light of God and
providing an ethical model for others to follow. I have been
commissioned to write many a passionate condemnation of
America’'s moral decay as exemplified by abortion, gay
marriage, or the teaching of evolution. All in all, we may
presume that clerical authorities see these as a greater
threat than the plagiarism committed by the future frocked.”

Anyone looking for evidence of moral decline in America need
look no further than the willingness of students (including
seminary students) to hire ghostwriters to do their work and
then claim it as their own. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’'s my
point of view.

Praying for Japan

I don’t know about you, but the continuing news stream (March
15, 2011) of devastation in Japan just breaks my heart. The
compassion of even the most tender-hearted person in the
world, I believe, 1is just a drop in the bucket compared to the
infinitely huge compassion of our God. He weeps over the death
and destruction unleashed by the effects of sin in a fallen
world. I cannot imagine the sound or the size of the tears of
God.

But I think Jesus invites us to take His yoke upon us (Matthew
11:29) and co-labor with Him in intercessory prayer. How can
we pray for such an unspeakable tragedy?

I think we can pray on a scale big and small. “Oh God, help
Japan and the Japanese people” seems like such a pitifully
inadequate prayer—and in our own puny human strength, it 1is.
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But the Word tells us that “the Spirit also helps our
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words” (Romans 8:26). We can trust the Holy Spirit to
translate our inadequate, too-small prayers into the language
of God. We can rely on Him to be faithful to His promise.

But then, we can also pray with the newspaper (or website) in
hand, guided to pray for specific people highlighted in the
news. I keep thinking about the man rescued on the rooftop of
his house two days after the tsunami and almost ten miles out
to sea. I think about how Jesus was with him on his roof as
the house floated away from land, and when his wife slipped
into the water. I pray for him, that he would be granted grace
to sense Jesus’ presence and comfort, and turn to Him 1in
faith.

I pray for the people named in the Dallas Morning News
stories, that they would not rest with the fact that their
lives were spared, until they come to Jesus in faith. I pray
for the spiritual cataracts that would keep them blind to His
reality to fall from their eyes so they can see the truth:
God loves them personally and passionately, and saved them
from death for a reason.

I pray for the people not named, but mentioned: those
searching for bodies. The survivors of lost loved ones. The
officials responsible for cremating an unrealistic number of
bodies. Those trying to restore water and electricity. The
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workers in the nuclear power plants who knowingly expose
themselves to the risk of deadly levels of radiation. Those
securing and those passing out food. Those plagued by
nightmares that don’t go away, and those who will help the
traumatized process their terror. All of them need God’s help
and grace. Their ancestors will not help them. False gods will
not help them. Only the true God is there for them.

And so I pray for the Christ-followers and the churches in
Japan, few though they be, to shine in this time of
breathtaking need, to be “Jesus with skin on” in this crisis.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, show up in Japan in a way never before
seen.

And Lord, what would You have ME do?

This blog post originally appeared at
blogs.bible.org/engage/sue bohlin/praying for japan

Prayer Notch-Bumpers

This weekend my understanding of the power of prayer was
bumped up a notch.

I was at a retreat that was being bathed in prayer; 50 young
people, all battling unwanted same-sex attractions, gathered
to find fellowship with each other and pursue greater intimacy
with Jesus. The fact that they were there at all is an
evidence of the power of God and the fact that He answers the
prayers of their loved ones. The fact that so many of them are
experienced some degree of change in the way they think and
act, with a resulting change in the intensity of their
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feelings, 1is also evidence of the power of God. Nothing builds
my faith like seeing His love and grace and power released
into the lives of precious people like these dear friends of
mine.

But the “notch-bumper” came in the form of two incidents.

Several of the board members of this ministry, of which I am
one, came to teach seminars. After we finished, I visited with
two of them, both pastors. We were talking about how spiritual
warfare rages in the weeks before, during and after our
retreats. One pastor said, “I confessed to the Lord the other
day, ‘I know You say to pray without ceasing, but I just
don't.’ He said, ‘If I let you see for just one second the
battle that rages around you, you would never stop.'” Whoa. It
was a good reminder to not remain content with simply looking
at the physical, material world as if that were all that
exists. There are angels and demons at work and at war all
around us—all the time!

That night, while we were all singing worship songs, a young
lady asked to speak to me outside in private. She asked
permission to leave the building because she needed to be
alone with God. I had a sense there might be something else
going on even if I didn’t know what it was, but the Lord
didn’t give me a “red light” in my spirit about letting her
go. So we agreed that she would be back by 9:00.

By 9:10, she still hadn’t returned. I started praying that the
Holy Spirit would draw her back to the rest of us. I
envisioned a rope tied around her heart, and in my spirit I
kept pulling on the rope. A few minutes later she walked in
the door with a funny look on her face. I walked over and gave
her a long, warm hug, whispering, “I'm so glad you came back.”

The next day a group of us were talking with her about her
time alone with God. Apparently, she was unhappy with Him and
was arguing with Him about something. I told her about my



prayer and my pulling on the rope, and her eyes grew big.
“That was you??” she asked. “I didn’t want to go back, I had
no intention of going back, but all of a sudden I found myself
on my feet, and then I was walking back to the building where
everyone was, and I was saying, ‘What’s going on? I don’t want
to do this!’ But then I found myself in the room with
everyone.”

It gave me spiritual goosebumps. When we abide in Jesus—the
theme of the retreat-our prayers are His prayers, and He
answers them. In ways that bring Him glory. . . and bring us
goosebumps.

This blog post originally appeared at
blogs.bible.org/engage/sue_bohlin/prayer _notch-bumpers on
March 1, 2011.

Dangerous Worldviews

Warm greetings from cold, cold Belarus, a country which 1is
part of the former Soviet Union (between Poland and Russia).
My husband and I are here this week to teach Christian
worldview and apologetics to Christ-followers. One’s worldview
(and everyone has one, whether they know it or not) 1is
comprised of a set of beliefs or presuppositions that are like
a pair of glasses through which we interpret the world and our
experiences in it.

In order to help our friends understand the importance of
viewing reality accurately, which is only possible with a pair
of glasses that consist of truths that align with what God has
revealed in scripture, we brought along a prop. We brought a
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pair of goggles called “Drunk Busters” that give the wearer a
dizzying approximation of what being drunk does to your
vision. State police and drivers’ education programs use them
to demonstrate why it’s deadly to drink and drive.

We ask for a volunteer to first navigate a simple obstacle
course of chairs, catch an object we toss to them, and pick up
that object from the floor. No one has any trouble doing these
things.

Then they put on the goggles. They usually say, “Whoa!” It’s
very disorienting.

Navigating their way around the chairs, catching the objects
we toss, and picking up anything from the floor suddenly
becomes not only difficult but comical to those watching.
Nothing is where they think it is. Their eyes lie to them
about reality. If they were behind the wheel of a car, they
would be very dangerous.

Then we make the point that having the wrong worldview, the
wrong set of beliefs and assumptions about reality, is also
very dangerous.

It is dangerous eternally for a person to believe that God
does not exist, or that God is anything other than what He has
revealed Himself to be in His word and in His Son. It is
equally disastrous for someone to believe in no God (atheism),
and for someone to believe in a divine impersonal force that
permeates everything (variations on pantheism).

But the wrong worldview can also be dangerous for Christians
whose pair of glasses consists of a prescription with some
truth and some error. The majority of American Christians who
claim to be born again do not have a biblical worldview. What
they believe differs from what the Bible says. For example,
many believe in reincarnation. Many trust in astrology. Some
believe that God is distant, angry, and doesn’t particularly
like us, that this “Gee-0h-Dee” will begrudgingly let us into



heaven only because Jesus died in our place. They don't
understand that God is Father, Son and Spirit, Who have always
loved us and welcome us enthusiastically into the circle of
Their divine love, fellowship, joy and camaraderie.

Some believers think that they put their trust in Christ to
save them when they die, but Jesus has nothing to say about
their life between salvation and death. So they live their
lives depending on the surrounding culture to give them wisdom
and instruction about how to be educated, how to choose a mate
and be married, how to parent, what kind of job to get, how to
spend their money and other resources, and where to find
satisfaction in their lives while they wait for heaven. They
miss what Paul meant by “Christ, who is our life” (Col. 3:4).
The phrase “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians
1:27) is only an abstract concept unrelated to the way they
live their lives: essentially, “Jesus is in my heart, and I
keep Him stashed there till it’s time to go to heaven.”

It’s dangerous to have the wrong worldview that misses the
glorious truth that real life is only found in Jesus, that any
love we give or receive comes from Jesus to and through us,
that light comes from Jesus and all else is darkness. And it’s
far more tragic than bumping into an obstacle course or
dropping a ball tossed to us.

How's your worldview? If your beliefs and the things you
assume are not corrected and established by God’s word, invite
Him to change your prescription, and expect Him to joyfully
start to transform your thinking!

Lord Jesus, transform me by renewing my mind (Romans 12:2). I
don’t even know what I don’t know; I don’t know what my blind
spots are, and I don’t know what I have wrong in my thinking.
I invite You to change me from the inside out so I think like
You!



This blog post originally appeared at
blogs.bible.org/engage/sue _bohlin/dangerous worldview on Feb.
15, 2011

Pods, Aliens, and the
Incarnation

There is a moment in the 1985 sci-fi movie Cocoon that has
haunted me for 25 years now. Senior citizens discover that the
water in the pool they’ve been swimming in has a marvelously
rejuvenating effect on them. Aliens have stashed the cocoon
pods of their cohorts in the bottom of the pool of a rented
house, awaiting their return to the mother ship.

These aliens are light-filled, radiant creatures who cover
themselves in human skin to pass as one of us.

The moment in the film that has stayed
with me all this time is when the lead
alien, played by Brian Dennehy, checks his
human disguise in the mirror. He pulls
down his lower eyelid, revealing the light
within that shoots out in a beam. I gasped
internally: what a picture of the Incarnation of the Lord
Jesus Christ!

Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We
saw his glory — the glory of the one and only, full of grace
and truth, who came from the Father. (John 1:14)

When the Lord Jesus wrapped Himself in human flesh and entered
our world, He did not leave His glory behind-He covered it up.
“Glory” can mean splendor and brilliance and magnificence, but
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it also connotes the essential nature of a person or thing.
Jesus brought His essential nature of the eternally existent
Father’s Son into His human body, into our world. John 1 tells
us that Jesus brought with Him-because He is-life, light,
truth, fullness. He embodies the things our broken souls long
for.

I love the Incarnation. I love the fact that Jesus entered
into our “garbage pail” of human darkness and brokenness to
redeem it all. I love that He brought His light and His glory
into our blindness and lifelessness. But (in the famous words
of the TV infomercials) . . . “That’s not all!”

I am still amazed that not only did the Lord of glory
“tabernacle among us” (John 1:14), not only did He pitch His
tent in our midst, He gladly sets up house inside us! When we
accept the Father, Son and Spirit’s invitation to join Their
circle of divine love and joy and fellowship and community, He
brings His glory inside of us! Literally!

Suddenly, the 1image of the 1light inside the Brian
Dennehy/alien character is not just about Jesus being light on
the inside and human flesh on the outside, it’'s a picture of
“Christ in [us], the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). He
brings HIS light inside of us.

Amazing. Staggering. And yet it’s real, it’s true, and if we
lived it out, if we lived an incarnational life of allowing
Jesus to express the love and glory of God through what we
think and say and do, the people in our lives would think,
“Where do I get me some of that??”

Oh Lord Jesus! Deepen my understanding of this truth so that I
continually choose to let You live Your glory through me,
drawing others to Yourself!

This blog post originally appeared at
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unChristian

January 27-28, 2011

If you have ever wondered why non-Christians reject the gospel
and turn down your invitation to attend your church, then I
have a book for you. Barna Research has produced a book
entitled, unChristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks
about Christianity. This book helps us understand why non-
Christians seem so cold to the claims of Christianity.

The researchers found that a minority of young people who
believe that labels like “respect, love, hope, and trust”
describe Christianity. But the rest have lost respect for
Christianity. David Kennaman, President of the Barna Research
Group and one of the authors of the book, says we need to
resolve this perception problem if we are to connect with the
youngest generation.

He lists six common perceptions that non-Christians have about
Christians and Christianity.

1. Hypocritical - outsiders to Christianity believe that
Christians say one thing and do another. They found that 84
percent knew a Christian, but only 15 percent believed that
the Christian they knew acted consistently with his or her
beliefs.

Hypocrisy is not just a 21st century phenomenon. Lately I have
preached on the subject of hypocrisy and have been reminded
how Jesus spoke so strongly against hypocrisy in the 1st
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century. But this survey shows that Christians must be
authentic and acting consistently with Christian beliefs.

2. Focused on converts - outsiders often feel more like
targets. Christians want to get them saved, but they don't
listen to them and these outsiders don’t feel truly loved.

3. Anti-homosexual - the younger generation is less likely to
see homosexuality as sin so they equate Christians with being
anti-homosexual. There is a real need for us to show biblical
compassion as we also address this issue with our biblical
convictions.

4. Sheltered - outsiders feel that Christians often offer
simplistic answers to the complex and troubling aspects of
modern life. They perceive us an old-fashioned, boring, and
generally out of touch with reality.

5. Political - often outsiders perceive Christianity as merely
an extension of right-wing politics. They feel Christians are
too political or are motivated by political interests. That
doesn’t mean Christians shouldn’t be salt and light, but they
should be aware that this is a connection that non-Christians
often make.

6. Judgmental — nearly 90 percent of outsiders say the term
“judgmental” accurately describes Christians today. Only 20
percent of outsiders view the church as a place where people
are accepted and loved unconditionally. Christians sadly are
known more for their criticism than for their love. And we may
be so fixated with sin that we cannot really love broken
people.

As we look at the six perceptions, we should admit that some
of these criticisms would surface no matter how well
Christians try to be loving and gracious. After all, many of
these same people would probably call Jesus judgmental. So
some of these perceptions will be with us no matter what we
say or do.



But I think it is important for us to be real and authentic
rather than hypocritical. And we should be relevant rather
than sheltered. So there is some work for us to do if we are
to effectively reach the next generation. I’'m Kerby Anderson,
and that’'s my point of view.

Millennials and Media

How has the Millennial generation been influenced by media and
technology? Thom and Jess Rainer attempt to answer that
question 1in their book, The Millennials: Connecting to
America’s Largest Generation. Their survey of 1,200 older
Millennials provides a detailed look at this generation.

When technology first comes on the scene, there are early
adopters then a significant majority and finally laggards.
Millennials fit into the category of early adopters. In the
survey they were asked if they agree with the following
statement: “I am usually among the first people to acquire
products featuring new technology.” About half agreed with the
statement, and half disagreed with the statement. And even for
those who disagreed, it is safe to say they did not fit into
the category of laggards. Millennials are quick to embrace new
technology.

When asked how they most frequently communicate when not
actually with the other person, they rated phone first (39
percent), then texting (37 percent), and then e-mail (16
percent). At the bottom was by letter (1 percent). The survey
also noticed a difference between older and younger
Millennials. Put simply, the younger you are, the more likely
you are to communicate by texting.

Social media is also a significant part of the lifestyle of a
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Millennial. Not surprisingly, the most popular social media
site was Facebook (73 percent), followed by MySpace (49
percent).

Although social media can be accessed in many ways, still the
most pervasive 1is through the computer. Millennials use
computers both for work and for personal use. Most Millennials
(83 percent) use a computer for work and spend about 17 hours
on it each week. And Millennials spend 17 hours per week on
computers for personal use.

If you put these numbers together, you find something
shocking. The average Millennial spends 17 hours per week on a
computer for work, and spends the same amount of time on a
computer for personal use. That totals 34 hours per week on a
computer. “That means that roughly one-third of Millennials'’
waking lives are spent on a computer.”

If Christians are to reach the Millennial generation, it 1is
important to know how they use media and technology. I'm Kerby
Anderson, and that’s my point of view.

January 25, 2011

Is the Internet Changing How
You Think?

January 21, 2011

Can the Internet change how you think? That was a question
columnist Suzanne Fields asked the other day. If you go to
Edge.org, you will notice that the question they pose for this
year 1is slightly different. It is: “How 1is the Internet
changing the way you think?”
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I have been wondering the same thing. Unlike Suzanne Fields, I
wasn’t wondering IF the Internet was changing our thinking but
HOW it is already changing the way we think. There were two
reasons why I have been thinking this.

First, look at the younger generation being raised on the
Internet. If you haven’t noticed, they think and communicate
different from previous generations. I have done radio
programs and read articles about the millennial generation.
They do think differently, and a large part that is due to the
Internet.

A second reason for my interest in this topic is an Atlantic
article by Nicholas Carr entitled “Is Google Making Us
Stupid?” He says: “Over the past few years I've had an
uncomfortable sense that someone, or something, has been
tinkering with my brain, remapping the neural circuitry,
reprogramming the memory.” He believes this comes from using
the Internet and searching the web with Google. And he gives
not only his story but many anecdotes and some research to
back up his perspective.

A developmental psychologist at Tufts University puts it this
way. “We are not only what we read. We are how we read.” The
style of reading on the Internet puts “efficiency” and
“immediacy” above other factors. Put simply, it has changed
the way we read and acquire information.

Now you might say that would only be true for the younger
generation. Older people are set in their ways. The Internet
could not possibly change the way the brains of older people
download information. Not true. The 100 billion neurons inside
our skulls can break connections and form others. A
neuroscientist at George Mason University says: “The brain has
the ability to reprogram itself on the fly, altering the way
it functions.”

The Internet does appear to be altering the way we read and
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think, but more research is needed to confirm if this true. If
so, parents and educators need to take note of what 1is
happening in our cyberworld. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’s my
point of view.



