Mommy Blogger Outs Her 5-Year
Old Son
Sue Bohlin
Last week, a mommy blogger caused a firestorm with her blog post “My Son is
Gay” about how her 5-year-old dressed up for Halloween as Daphne from Scooby
Doo. Her little boy had had second thoughts about wearing the costume, afraid
that people would make fun of him, but she pushed him to wear it to his
preschool. “Who would make fun of a child in a costume on Halloween?” she
wrote.
Well, lots of people. And she was angry.
“If you think that me allowing my son to be a female character for Halloween is
somehow going to ‘make’ him gay then you are an idiot. Firstly, what a ridiculous
concept. Secondly, if my son is gay, OK. I will love him no less. Thirdly, I am not
worried that your son will grow up to be an actual ninja so back off.”
Her post generated more than 26,000 comments and has gone viral as people
blogged about it (like this one).
This mom doesn’t have any problem with the idea that her son who likes bright
colors and is attracted to a female costume might be gay, but I wonder what his
dad thinks.
There is another way to think about boys like this. They don’t have to be genderconfused; they are just created by God to be artistic, creative, and emotionally
sensitive. They love color and texture, they revel in nuances in sound and light,
touch and smell. They are God’s gift to us: the musicians, the artists, the poets,
the actors. When these boys are supported in their God-given flavor of masculinity
(especially by their fathers), they can grow up to be great men who contribute

their gifts to the church, to the world, and to their families. They make great
counselors, pastors, teachers—and husbands and fathers.
My dear friend Ricky Chelette from Living Hope Ministries wrote an insightful
article “Parenting the Sensitive Soul.” He allays the fears of a growing number of
parents of young boys who come to his office concerned that their boys are too
girly. And Ricky, an incredible artist, writer, singer, cook—and devoted husband
of 20 years—tells them their boys are not being effeminate, they are merely
expressing their giftedness. He writes about what he explained to a worried dad:
“I reassured the father that his son did not want to be a girl and the only
person that was really saying anything about him being a girl was the dad.
But why then was this boy drawn towards things which were typically
identified as more feminine than masculine? Simply, he was a very sensitive
soul.
“Sensitive boys are real boys. They simply are extremely gifted with
particular giftings that manifest in emotionally and aesthetically expressive
ways. His little boy’s obsession with women’s shoes were not because he
wanted to be a girl, but more because he was aesthetically and visually
oriented—and women’s shoes are much more visually exciting than the black,
brown or burgundy of men’s shoes. Women’s shoes have sparkles, bobbles and
bows. They come in every color imaginable and are in different shapes and
textures. They are an aesthetically gifted boy’s dream! And he was not trying
to identify as a girl when he grabbed his mother’s skirt, put it on, and twirled
around. To him, it was similar to our experience of going to the fair and doing
drop art projects where we drop paint on a spinning paper and watch it
splatter, but even better. As he moved, he created art and beauty as the colors
whirled around him and flowed up and down in the air. Better yet, he was the
center of it all!
“The dad looked at me with disbelief, but with a sense of relief. ‘Do you mean

he really isn’t trying to be a girl?’
“’Absolutely not,’ I replied. ‘He is simply trying to express his giftedness as
best he can. You have a very artistic young man with amazing potential to
make this world a more beautiful place. He has the creative and masculine
heart of God. You have the privilege of finding ways to affirm those gifts and
channel them in a way that he can grow as gifted man of God!’
“It was as though I just found the lost key they had been searching to find for
years; suddenly despair was replaced by hope and relief. But those feelings of
relief were just as quickly followed by a look of bewilderment.
“’But how do I do that? How do I affirm him in those gifts when I obviously
don’t even understand what he is thinking or why he is doing what he is
doing?’”
Read the rest of his article to find out: Parenting the Sensitive Soul.
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