Two Sides to
Especially Now.

Every

Story.

written by Sue Bohlin
Sue exhorts us to make Proverbs 18:17 our filter to find the balance in news
stories, analyses, and opinion pieces by asking wise questions and finding
trustworthy sources.
Please, please, please, make this powerful Proverb the filter through which you
process information, especially during this Corona-Crazy time:
The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and
examines him.
Proverbs 18:17
We HAVE to remember that there are two sides to every story, particularly now
when we have to navigate a slippery slope of opinion, and fake news, and
deliberately skewed news, and trustworthy reporting of facts.
Many people are grabbing one compelling-sounding video or article or even just a
meme on social media, and they stop thinking there. We need to be asking
ourselves the power questions that help us think:
What do they mean by _____? We need to make sure that we understand what
others mean by the words and terms they use. Politically- and idealogicallycharged rhetoric often uses language that means something very different from
what it appears on the surface. For example, the innocuous-sounding “Equality
Act” is intended to severely restrict and punish those who hold to a biblical
perspective on gender and sexuality—who, it is clear, are not considered equal to
those who hold pro-LGBT values.

Where do they get their information? There are extreme-right and extremeleft sources that pump out nothing but slanted and unbalanced ideas. We need to
be aware of the difference between reports from the very conservative Infowars
and The Blaze, and the leftist MSNBC and CNN.
How can we know it’s true? Much of what appears to be journalism today is
analysis and opinion pieces. How are your discernment skills? Can you tell the
difference between factual reporting and spin? Probably not if you live in a bubble
of only opinions and voices you agree with. “Confirmation bias” is a powerful
dynamic that keeps us from considering anything from a different perspective.
This is why it’s essential to keep in mind, as Proverbs 18:17 reminds us, that there
are two sides to every story, and we need to delay clamping down our minds on a
position until we have more information and perspective. Do you know about
allsides.com? That’s a good place to find news from the left, from the center, and
the right.
(Please see my article “Four Killer Questions: Power Tools for Great QuestionAsking”)
My extremely wise colleague at Probe Ministries, Steve Cable, offered this
counsel in his article “Seeing Through News Media Bias: Exposing Deception and
Proclaiming Truth in an Age of Misinformation”:
“[W]e need to be on the alert for the warning signs of misinformation. When
we recognize the need for discernment, begin by asking God for wisdom in
looking for and applying the truth:
But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him (James 1:5-6).
“Then we need to ask ourselves some tough questions about the article or
news report:

1. Does it begin with truth?
2. Is it logical?
3. Does it consider all of the evidence?
4. Does the conclusion make sense apart from the argument?
5. Does it stand up to close examination?”
These are great questions.
And we need to hang on tight to common sense, not being afraid to ask questions
of what we’re reading and hearing. Biological viruses will not be transmitted
through cell towers. Washing our hands thoroughly will ALWAYS be a good idea.
We were told not to wear masks, now we’re told to wear masks; maybe there’s not
a one-size-fit-all rule?
Conspiracy theories abound; is anybody addressing the assertions in them? At this
point in time, Google is still our friend in finding the answer to that question.
The bottom line is that we need to always remember that “the first to make his
case seems right, until the other comes and examines him.” If we’ve only heard
the first side, we need to hold our thoughts and judgments loosely until we hear if
there is another side.
And be kind the whole time.
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