Cultural Captives

June 14, 2013

Despite what you have heard, Christian young people are not
doing fine. That is the conclusion of Stephen Cable in his new
book, Cultural Captives: The Beliefs and Behavior of American
Young Adults. Stephen Cable serves as Senior Vice-President of
Probe Ministries.

As I have mentioned in previous commentaries,
the percentage of people generally who check ULT“RAL
“none of the above” for religious preference is '
increasing. That is especially true of young
people. In fact, the percentage of emerging
adults who do not claim any affiliation with
Christianity rose from 20% in 1990 to over 37%
of the population today. THE BELIEFS AND BEHAVIOR

OF AMERICAN YOUNE RDELTE

Stephen Cable found that only 14 percent of born-again,
emerging adults combine a biblical worldview with biblical
practices, such as reading the Bible or attending church. He
also found that less than 2 percent of born-again, emerging
adults apply a biblical worldview to life choices. In other
words, only this small percentage has biblical beliefs on
topics ranging from abortion to sex outside marriage to
science and faith.

This is a major reason why Probe Ministries has developed an
integrated strategy aimed at reversing these trends. The
learning experience involves an entire church congregation
over a seven-week period and includes sermons, videos,
original music, and additional material for individuals and
small groups.

Stephen Cable’s book is a wake up call to the church. We need
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to reverse these ominous trends and do it quickly before the
trends become even worse.

“T Am the Male Victim of
Verbal Abuse”

Kerby,

I am the victim of verbal abuse, a process that we are in
counseling for.

I am a man. I was disheartened that one of the top searches
for verbal abuse in Google comes from you, and every reference
is to the woman being the victim. There is no explanation that
this happens all the time from a woman against a man.

As a fellow Christian man, I hope that you will see how this
hurts to read. I would like to recommend to you that you
change the pronouns to he/she or his/her.

Thank you for your consideration and bless you for your call
to this subject.

I am sorry for what is happening to you. I understand your
reaction, but perhaps you missed the section in which I say:

Frequently, the perpetrator of verbal abuse is male and the
victim is female, but not always. There are many examples of
women who are quite verbally abusive. But for the sake of
simplicity of pronouns in this radio program, I will often
identify the abuser as male and the victim as female.

When I had June Hunt on my radio program last week, she
documented that 95% of abuse is male to female. I recognize
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that abuse, especially verbal abuse, can be done by women.

Obviously, I could change some of the pronouns. [Note from the
webservant: and we have done so.] Thank you for your email.

Kerby Anderson

Posted Feb. 26, 2013
© 2013 Probe Ministries

We Are Special

January 17, 2013

A recent study has found what many of us have observed for
some time. College students think they are special. One
newspaper put it this way: “If you asked a college freshman
today who the Greatest Generation is, they might respond by
pointing in a mirror.” The study documented young people’s
unprecedented level of self-infatuation.

Psychologist Jean Twenge found that over the last four decades
of research on college freshman, there has been a dramatic
rise in self-confidence. For example, they describe themselves
as “above average” in academic ability and in their personal
lives. The problem is that there is a stark disconnect between
their opinions of themselves and their actual ability.

I have quoted Jean Twenge before in other studies that she has
done. For example, she has found that students suffer from
what she calls “ambition inflation.” As their ambition
increases, it reaches levels of unrealistic expectations. She
has also found in another study that there has been a 30
percent increase toward narcissism in students since 1979.
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The changing culture 1is part of the reason for this dramatic
change. She explains: “Our culture used to encourage modesty
and humility and not bragging about yourself.” If someone did
that in the past, we called that person “stuck-up” or
conceited. Today the culture often rewards such attitudes and
behavior.

I would also argue that social media encourages and
accentuates this trend. Students posting pictures of
themselves on Facebook and Instagram, uploading videos on
YouTube, and leaving numerous comments on Twitter receive
positive feedback for such behavior. These technologies
provide additional vehicles to feed their narcissism.

These studies remind us that this generation needs guidance
from pastors and parents so they can apply biblical
perspectives on success, humility, and self-image. I'm Kerby
Anderson, and that’s my point of view.

Private Sin Impacts Society

June 11, 2012

The June issue of the AFA Journal focuses due attention on how
five areas of private sin impacts all of society. This is such
an important issue since a very large portion of our society
has bought into the idea that “what I do in private has no
impact on the public.” This current issue reminds us that it
is not true!

The first area the article addresses is pornography. Dr. Jill
Manning documents that about 170 million Americans use the
Internet and that nearly one-third go online “for sexual
purposes.” Her research has also revealed that online sexual
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activity is “a hidden public health hazard” that is exploding.

Substance abuse is another example of how private sin impacts
society. The U.S. Department of Justice has found that more
than one-third of convicted felons had been drinking alcohol
when they committed their offense. Another study found that
more than one-quarter of state and federal drug offenders
committed crimes in order to get money to support their drug
habits.

A third area 1is crime 1in general. The statistics are
staggering. The National Center for Victims of Crime estimates
that just three areas (robberies, arson, and Internet fraud)
cost us more than $1.6 trillion.

Abortion is a fourth area. Pro-choice advocates say that it
shouldn’t matter to society what a women does with her body.
Apart from the obvious moral objections to abortion are the
social and economic costs. As one expert from the National
Right to Life observed, “You can’t lose fifty-three million
lives and not expect it to have a serious economic impact.”

A final area documented in the article is fatherlessness. U.
S. Ambassador Gregory Slayton has been on my radio program a
number of times and documents the social and economic impact
of fatherless homes. The estimated price tag for fatherhood
failure is more than a trillion dollars over the last decade
alone.

These few examples show the error in believing that private
sin has no impact on society. We are paying a huge cost for
people’s sin. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’s my point of view.



Young Christians Leaving
Church

Oct. 5, 2011

Why are young Christians leaving church? There are lots of
reasons, and the latest Barna Report lists six reasons that
can be found in the book by David Kinnaman titled, You Lost
Me: Why Young Christians are Leaving the Church and Rethinking
Church.

The first reason young people are leaving is due to the
feeling that churches are overprotective. This generation has
unprecedented access to ideas and worldviews. But they feel
that pastors, church leaders, and members of the congregation
fear the world and are often ignoring problems in the real
world.

Young Christians also feel that Christianity is shallow. A
significant percentage say that church is boring and many
others say “faith is not relevant to my career or interests.”

A third reason for the exodus is that churches often come
across as antagonistic to science. Three out of ten young
adults with a Christian background feel that “churches are out
of step with the scientific world we live in.” Many who
majored in science say they are struggling to find ways to
stay faithful to their Christian beliefs.

A different view of sex is a fourth reason Christian young
people want to leave the church. Sadly most young Christians
are as sexually active as their non-Christian peers, even
though they have more orthodox views about sexuality.

The exclusive nature of Christianity is fifth reason Christian
young people leave the church. They have grown up with the
tolerance gospel and have trouble reconciling the claims of
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Christ and the exclusivity of Christian belief.

Finally, Christian young people also feel that the church is
not a friendly place for those who doubt. In fact, they say
that most churches do not allow them to express their doubts
openly.

The church in the 21st century faces a significant challenge
from Christian young people who are trying to reconcile the
Bible and Christian teaching with their social experiences. We
cannot ignore their concerns, but neither should we affirm
their unbiblical views about sexuality or the exclusivity of
the gospel. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’s my point of view.

Muslim Conversion

Sept. 1 , 2011

There are so many encouraging stories of Muslims who have
committed their lives to Christ. I thought I might share this
one from a friend who works with the Jesus film project and is
now using a video entitled Magdalena to reach Muslims.

A young Muslim girl was very strong in her belief, choosing to
wear a veil even though that is not something that is very
common in her region. Nevertheless, she was preaching a strong
message of Islam and admonishing every woman in her village to
wear a veil and conform to the strict form of Islam.

One day she went to the market to buy a veil for her cousin as
a birthday gift. She told the shop keeper that she knew her
cousin would not wear the veil. But she felt as a Muslim it
was her obligation to convince her cousin that Islamic law
requires it.
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The shop owner took the opportunity and gave her a Magdalena
video telling her, “I am doing the same thing as a Christian.
I am not forcing you to view the movie, but my Lord ordered me
to share His message of salvation with you. Please watch this
movie.” She took the movie in order to not offend the shop
owner and left with the veil and the movie.

The next day at 9:00 o’clock she returned to the shop with
tears in her eyes saying, “I want to tell you one thing: I
have worn a veil for almost five years and I wanted my cousin
to be veiled. After watching this movie I understood that the
best veil I will have with me forever and for every one is the
Spirit and the message of Jesus Christ in me. Jesus gave me
power, assurance, new life, dignity and peace.” She removed
her veil and proclaimed with tears and a smile, “I am a
Christian now.”

This 1is but one of millions of stories of Muslims coming to
Christ due to personal witness, proclamation through
broadcasting, and videos. And it illustrates what can happen
when we are willing to pass on a tract, a book, or a video to
the Muslims we meet. Most of all, we should all be encouraged
by what is happening in our world today. I'm Kerby Anderson,
and that’'s my point of view.

Air Force Suspends Ethics
Class

August 17, 2011

The Air Force suspended an ethics course that has been taught
by its chaplains for more than twenty years because the
material included passages from the Bible. The course in
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question carries the title “Christian Just War Theory.” It was
taught by chaplains at the Vandenberg Air Force Base 1in
California. Both 0ld Testament and New Testament verses were
used.

The challenge to the class was brought by the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation that argued that the course
violated the constitutional separation of church and state. A
spokesman for the Air Force said the purpose of the course was
to help missile launch officers understand that “what they are
embarking on is very difficult and you have to have a certain
amount of ethics about what you are doing to do that job.” He
went on to say that the class was suspended the same day the
complaint was filed.

The class is currently under review by Air Force officials in
order to determine whether to revise the material or end the
class. Given the speed at which they suspended the class, I
suspect that this will be the last we hear of a class on
“Christian Just War Theory.”

Considering the current climate, I guess it is surprising that
such a class lasted as long as it did. Various groups calling
for freedom from religion have been challenging any teaching
or event that could possibly be considered an unconstitutional
establishment of religion.

David French, senior counsel at the American Center for Law
and Justice, says there is not violation of the Constitution.
He has served in the military and reminds us that “Just War
theory has been a vital part of American military history for
the last several hundred years.” He believes it 1is “another
attempt to cleanse American history of its religious
realities.”

Yes, it does seem to be just another case of removing the
Bible and biblical principles from public life. I'm Kerby
Anderson, and that’s my point of view.



Already Gone

August 29, 2011

Most parents believe that their children’s Christian faith
really won’t come under attack until they leave home for
college. They have seen other kid’s faith falter in college
and naturally assume that the university environment is toxic
to a Christian’s faith. While the last part of that assumption
may be true, the rest of these assumptions are false.

First, Christian young people begin to have doubts about their
Christian faith long before they head off to college. That 1is
the researched conclusion from the book Already Gone by Ken
Ham and Britt Beemer. On my radio program they explained the
results of their research. American Research Group made 20,000
phone calls and conducted detailed surveys of 1,000 twenty-
somethings who used to attend evangelical churches on a
regular basis. When asked when they first had doubts, 40
percent said in Middle School and 44 percent said in High
School.

The study found that we are losing our Christian kids in
middle school and high school rather than college. The title
of the book says it all. They are “already gone” even though
they are sitting in the pews and going to church. Ham and
Beemer concluded that the youth in our churches are not being
taught apologetics and therefore do not know how to answer the
skeptical questions of our age.

A second issue is whether the university is toxic to Christian
faith. Of course it 1is, but the latest studies by sociologist
Christian Smith shows that youth that do not go to college
show the same (even slightly greater) drop off in religious
commitment. In other words, the culture is just as toxic to
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Christian faith as the university.

Parents (as well as pastors, teachers, and youth leaders) need
to understand the crucial need to prepare our youth for a
culture that is hostile to their faith. They may be in our
churches and youth groups, but there is growing evidence that
many of them are “already gone.” I'm Kerby Anderson, and
that’s my point of view.

What Bible?

May 29, 2013

Sometimes the only way you can respond to a statement is to
ask, What Bible are they reading? That happened recently on my
radio program when Penna Dexter and I were interviewing Joseph
Farah of WorldNetDaily. He said that he allows commentators of
various political persuasions to write and post their columns.

One of those columnists is Bill Press who recently wrote:
“Nowhere in the Bible does God condemn homosexuality.” The
predictable response from us was, What Bible is he reading? He
goes on to argue that “nowhere in the Bible does God say
marriage must only be between one man and one woman. After
all, Solomon had 700 wives and 300 concubines.”

Actually, the argument goes the other way. If you legalize
same-sex marriage, then sooner or later you will probably
legalize polygamy. Every argument for redefining marriage to
allow same-sex unions also is an argument for other marital
arrangements.

But the more important question is whether the Bible ever
condemns homosexuality. Two passages in Leviticus call it an
abomination. The Apostle Paul in his letter to the church in
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Rome and the church in Corinth condemns homosexuality. Those
are four verses for starters.

But of course, we can also understand the negative
prohibitions by looking at the positive principles. Genesis 2
sets forth the biblical principle of a man and woman leaving
father and mother to become one flesh. Jesus refers back to
this foundational principle in Matthew 19 (which we also can
find again in Mark 10).

And the Bible also teaches that this sexual sin has
consequences not only for the individual but for the nation.
Joseph Farah said: “This is about as serious as the Bible gets
in condemnation. This 1is not only sin that affects the
individuals involved, 1it’s the kind of sin that has
ramifications for the entire nation.”

While it may be easy for Bible-believing Christians to shake
their heads and ask, What Bible is he reading? But in this
culture of biblical illiteracy, many people are likely to take
the word of Bill Press rather than look it up in the Word of
God. That's why we must firmly, but lovingly, teach God’s
Word. I'm Kerby Anderson, and that’s my point of view.

American Cultural Captivity

Kerby Anderson provides an overview of ways in which American
Christians are culturally captive: individualism, consumerism,
racism, church growth values and globalization.

Cultural Captivity

Probe Ministries has dedicated itself to helping Christians be
freed from cultural captivity. Therefore, I want to focus on
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how we as Americans are often captive to an American form of
Christianity and thus are culturally captive.

Before we address the issue of cultural captivity,
it might be worth mentioning how small American Christianity
is compared to the rest of the world. Philip Jenkins reports
that “the center of gravity in the Christian world has shifted
inexorably southward to Africa, Asia, and Latin America.”{1l}

We can put this in perspective by looking at what happened
last century. In 1900, about eighty percent of the Christians
in the world lived in Europe or North America. Now more than
seventy percent live in Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

A century ago, if you were to describe a typical Christian in
the world, you would probably describe a Christian living in
the middle of the United States. Today a typical Christian
would be a mother in Zambia or a college student in South
Korea.

Christianity has also become diverse. “More people pray and
worship in more languages and with more differences in styles
of worship in Christianity than any other religion.”{2} Put
simply, American Christianity is no longer the norm in the
world. Yet we as Americans often make the mistake of assuming
that our Western values and assumptions should be the standard
for the rest of the world.

Many of my observations come from insights in the book, The
Next Evangelicalism: Freeing the Church from Western Cultural
Captivity.{3} Soong-Chan Rah provides numerous examples of how
the American church is captive to a white, Western view of the
world and thus is culturally captive. Obviously, the church
has been captive to materialism, but I will focus on some of
his other descriptions of captivity, namely, individualism,
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consumerism, and racism.

It is worth noting that the phrase “captivity of the church”
has been used in different contexts with varied meanings
throughout church history. Martin Luther, for example, wrote
the tract On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church in which
he compared the Catholic Church’s teaching on the sacraments
to the captivity of the Israelites by the Babylonians.{4} R.C.
Sproul has written about how many Christians are captive to
the Pelagian view of the basic goodness of humanity instead of
holding to the biblical view on original sin.{5} And Nancy
Pearcey’s book Total Truth was written as an attempt at
“liberating Christianity from its cultural captivity.”{6}

American Christians don’t like to think of themselves as being
culturally captive. But the truth is that they have to a
significant extent been assimilated into American culture.
While they rightly criticize many of the sins and failings of
American society, they are more conformed to the culture than
they would like to believe.

Individualism

One example of American cultural captivity that Rah uses 1in
his book is American individualism. He 1is hardly the first
person to talk about this. Many social commentators over the
last century have discussed and documented American’s
obsession with individualism which has created an individual-
focused worldview.

On the positive side, the rugged individualism of Americans 1is
responsible for the willingness to explore, build, and being
willing to “go it alone” when circumstances required it. An
individual willing to take a bold stand in the midst of
theological heresy or cultural captivity is a good thing.

American individualism also has many negative sides.
Christians should be aware of the impact of individualism on



their theology. Rah says “the church is more likely to reflect
the individualism of Western philosophy than the value of
community found in Scripture. The individualistic philosophy
that has shaped Western society, and consequently shaped the
American church, reduces faith to a personal, private and
individual faith.”{7}

To put this in perspective, consider that most of the books of
the New Testament were written to churches and communities of
believers. Only a handful of books (such as Titus and
Philemon) were written to individuals. Yet when most Americans
read the New Testament, they focus on the individual aspects
of the biblical truth rather than consider the larger
corporate aspect being presented in Scripture.

Often our Bible study focuses on the individual and personal
understanding of God’s Word when so much of it applies to our
relationship to the entire body of Christ. Often worship is
self-focused and self-absorbed.

Ask a typical Christian about sin, and he or she is likely to
describe it in personal terms. Sin certainly 1is personal, but
it can also be corporate. But if you only have a personal,
privatized faith, then you are also likely to see sin as
merely a personal matter. Rah concludes: “Evangelical theology
becomes exclusively an individual-driven theology instead of a
community-driven theology.”{8}

Consumerism

Another example of American cultural captivity that Rah gives
is consumerism. This is a topic that I have addressed before
not only on radio but in my book Making the Most of Your Money
in Tough Times.{10} Even secular commentators have noticed
that American culture is infected with “affluenza.”{11}

Rah says, “Materialism and consumerism reduce people to a
commodity. An individual’s worth in society is based upon what



assets they bring and what possessions they own.”{12}

How has consumerism affected the American church? First, it
means that we have been willing to include materialistic
values into our worldview and lifestyle. Often it is difficult
to distinguish Christian values from the materialistic values
of American society. Some commentators point out that many of
our churches look more like shopping malls than like churches.

Second, consumerism affects our mindset and perspective about
spiritual things. A consumer mindset sees the spiritual life
as a consumable product only if it benefits the individual.
Believers with a consumer mindset usually aren’t living for
eternity but for the here and now. Essentially they are so
earthly minded, they are no heavenly good.

Third, consumerism affects the way we choose to fellowship
with other believers. “American evangelicalism has created the
unique phenomenon of church shopping-viewing church as yet
another commodity and product to be evaluated and purchased.
When a Christian family moves to a new city, how much of the
standards by which they choose a church 1is based upon a
shopping list of their personal tastes and wants rather than
their commitment to a particular community or their desire to
serve a particular neighborhood?”{13}

Finally, consumerism even affects the way we measure success.
We should be measuring success by the standards of Scripture.
Often, we measure it by the American consumer value system.
Consider what many refer to as the ABCs of church growth.
These are: attendance, building, and cash. Often the success
of a church is measured in the same way a secular business
would measure its success. The bottom line is often the number
of attendees or the size of the church budget.

Jesus asked in Mark 8:36, “What good is it for you to gain the
whole world, yet forfeit your soul?” A consumer mentality
often chooses short-term solutions instead of eternal values



despite the possibility of long-term negative consequences.

Racism

Another example of American cultural captivity that Rah gives
is racism. Not only was this a chapter in this book, but he
actually wrote another book on the subject of racial and
ethnic issues.{14}

Let’'s begin by stating that the idea of race is actually
artificial. As I pointed out in a previous radio program on
Race and Racial Issues, both the Bible and modern science
reject the idea of what today we call race. For example, the
Bible teaches that God has made “from one blood every nation
of men” (Acts 17:26). Here Paul is teaching the Athenians that
they came from the same source in the creation as everyone
else. We are all from one blood. In other words, there are no
superior or inferior races. The Bible refers to people groups
and nations, but does not label based upon skin color.

Race is also an imprecise scientific term. For example, people
of every race can interbreed and produce fertile offspring. It
turns out that the so-called differences in the races are not
very great. A recent study of human genetic material of
different races concluded that the DNA of any two people in
the world would differ by just 2/10ths of one percent.{15} And
of this variation, only six percent can be linked to racial
categories. The remaining ninety-four percent is “within race”
variation. That is why “many scientists are now declaring that
the concept of race has no basis in the biological sciences,
more and more are concurring that race should be seen as a
social invention.”{16}

How have racial ideas and prejudice affected the church? It is
tempting to say that this was merely a problem in the past and
should be no concern for a country moving towards a post-
racial society. Soong-Chan Rah disagrees: “We are quick to
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deal with the symptoms of sin in America, but oftentimes are
unwilling to deal with the original sin of America: namely,
the kidnapping of Africans to use as slave labor, and usurping
of lands belonging to Native Americans and subsequent genocide
of indigenous peoples.”{17}

Race is an important issue not only in our past, but our
future. Many church growth methods are based upon the idea of
racial homogeneity. If it is true that the most segregated
place in American culture is an American church at 11 AM on
Sunday morning, perhaps we should pay more attention to race
and racial issues.

Church Growth and Globalization

We can even see cultural captivity in the way we build our
churches and the way we interact with the world. We can see
the impact some of these ideas about race and racial 1issues
have on church growth.

The popular church growth movement places a high priority on
what 1is called the “homogeneous unit principle” in order to
have substantial numerical growth within a congregation.
Homogeneous churches tend to grow faster because church
attendees are more comfortable with people with similar
racial, ethnic, and cultural backgrounds.

Racially and ethnically segregated churches are the natural
result of such teaching. And not only are segregated churches
unbiblical, they are impractical. America in the twenty-first
century will be more diverse than any previous century. It
will no longer be dominated by white, Eurocentric people.

Church growth principles also prioritize “an individualized,
personal evangelism and salvation over the understanding of
the power of the gospel to transform neighborhoods and
communities. They also emphasize a modern, social science
approach to ministry, focusing on a pragmatic planning process



that leads to measurable success goals.”{18}

Globalization is another challenge in the twenty-first century
and can also illustrate how we spread our cultural captivity
to the corners of the world. Globalization often means that
one nation’s values and mindset predominate. In this case,
American Christian values (which often are not biblical) are
spread and dominate other cultures.

Thomas Friedman says, “Culturally speaking, globalization 1is
largely, though not entirely, the spread of
Americanization—from Big Macs to iMacs to Mickey Mouse-on a
global scale.”{19} Globalization not only allows us to spread
the influence of Coca-Cola, Starbucks, and McDonalds, but it
also is the means by which American cultural captivity is
spread to believers around the globe. Once these values are
transmitted to the rest of the world, we will have a global
Christianity that is just as culturally captive to American
values as American Christians have been.

This is our challenge in the twenty-first century. American
Christians cannot merely look at Christians in other countries
and shake their heads about their captivity to their
particular cultural values. We too must be aware of culture
captivity in our midst and “see to it that no one takes you
captive through philosophy and empty deception” (Colossians
2:8). We have been assimilated into the American culture and
should “not be conformed to this world” but instead should be
“transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).
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