God Space: Where Spiritual
Conversations Happen Naturally
Dr. Michael Gleghorn

Dr. Michael Gleghorn offers an introduction and overview of Doug Pollock’s book
by the same title. Those who want to learn more about how to have natural and
effective spiritual conversations are encouraged to read (and apply) Pollock’s
book for themselves.

Creating God Space
If you’re a Christian, you probably wrestle from time to time with
how best to share your faith with non-Christian friends and family.
I mean, let’s face it. We often want to share our faith. But we’re a
bit confused (maybe even overwhelmed) with how to go about it in
a natural and non-threatening way. Is there a way to have spiritual
conversations naturally?
According to Doug Pollock, the answer is “Yes”—and it all begins with something
he calls “God Space.” “I often wonder,” he says, “what would happen if . . . the
body of Christ could create low-risk, high-grace places for people to pursue their
need to have spiritual conversations.”{1} But Doug not only wonders about it,
he’s also spent the better part of his adult life actually doing it—and training
others to do it too. Although he’s had many roles, he’s probably best known for his

work as an author, speaker, and evangelism trainer for Athletes in Action.{2} His
passion, however, is pointing people to Christ through spiritual conversations in
which people have the freedom to simply be themselves.
You see, Doug believes that people actually want (and even need) to have such
conversations. Moreover, they’re often even willing to have them. The problem, of
course, is that such conversations can often seem intimidating—even
threatening—to both Christian and non-Christian alike. So Doug advocates
creating a “safe space” in which to have such conversations. But he warns us that
for many non-Christians in our world today, the church is often not perceived as
safe.{3} Hence, he says, if we want to reach people for Christ, then we’ve got to
go to them—and help create a “safe space” for spiritual conversations right where
they are.
Doug calls it “God Space” —a space where “God is . . . encountered in . . . ways
that address the longings and cries of the heart.” In God Space “the ‘unworthy’
feel safe enough to bring their real selves . . . into the light, and to journey, one
step at a time, toward the magnetic pull they sense deep in their souls.” It’s a
space where “spiritual curiosity is aroused, and the message of Christianity
becomes plausible.”{4}
Does this sound like something you’d be interested in learning more about? Then
keep reading as we consider Doug’s book in more detail.

Spiritual Conversation-Killers
Doug Pollock offers some great advice about how to have natural, non-threatening
spiritual conversations with those who don’t know Christ. Before discussing this
advice in more detail, however, we first need to pause and consider some of the
ways in which we might unintentionally shut-down, or “kill,” a spiritual
conversation before it even has a chance to get going.
Doug describes ten “spiritual conversation-killers” in his book. Although we can’t

discuss them all, we’ll at least mention a few of them. To get started, think of the
non-Christian people you know and interact with on a somewhat regular basis.
How many of them would be interested in having a “low-risk, high-grace” spiritual
conversation with you? If your answer is few to none of them, then you might be
guilty of the most basic spiritual conversation-killer of them all: “an unbelieving
heart.”{5} If we assume that the non-Christians we know aren’t interested in
talking about spiritual things, then we probably won’t have many spiritual
conversations with them.
And Doug says this is a big mistake. “I’ve had spiritual conversations with people
all over the world,” he writes, “including the supposed ‘tough places.’ I think it’s
because the Holy Spirit has given me a conviction that if God has put eternity in
every person’s heart, which is what Ecclesiastes 3:11 tells us, then all people
were made for spiritual conversations.”{6} So let’s not “kill” an opportunity for
spiritual conversations because of unbelief. Instead, let’s assume that if we
approach such conversations wisely, we’ll find people eager to talk with us.
Okay, so how do we approach such conversations wisely? In my opinion, the best
way to have good spiritual conversations is simply to apply some of the very same
principles that go into having good conversations of any sort.{7} For example,
how well would my conversation go if I was disrespectful of the other person’s
beliefs or opinions? Or what if I came across as harsh, combative, or
domineering? Would such conversations be successful? Probably not. And if that’s
the case with everyday conversations, then it’s probably the case with spiritual
conversations too. So if we want to have good spiritual conversations, we need to
be humble, gracious, kind and polite. If not, we’ll probably “kill” whatever
spiritual conversations we might otherwise have had. And when that happens, no
one wins.
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In God Space: Where Spiritual Conversations Happen Naturally, Doug has four
great chapters on noticing, serving, listening, and wondering your way into
spiritual conversations. For our purposes, let’s direct our attention to that final
chapter, which involves “wondering” our way into spiritual conversations. “Of all
the things you’ll read in this book,” Doug tells us, “this chapter holds the most
promise if you truly want to see the quality and quantity of your spiritual
conversations increase.”{8}
So how does it work? How do we wonder our way into spiritual conversations? As
Doug lays it out for us, there are essentially two steps. First, we have to be really
good listeners.{9} If we’re not actively listening to what people are telling us,
then we’re not going to have much to wonder about. That’s because we wonder
our way into spiritual conversations by asking good questions about what another
person is telling us. That’s step two. After listening carefully to what the other
person is saying, we begin to wonder “out loud” by asking questions that are
relevant to the conversation we’re having.{10}
According to Doug, “good wondering questions” will “flow naturally out of your
context and . . . conversations.” They reveal “that you have listened thoughtfully.”
They “are open-ended and promote more dialogue and reflection.” They “probe
sensitively and reflectively into someone’s belief systems.” And finally, such
questions encourage “others to investigate the Christian life” for themselves.{11}
So by listening carefully and asking good “wondering” questions about what
you’re being told, you can open the door to all sorts of spiritual conversations.
Doug even offers some examples of “good ways to start wondering.”{12} Suppose
your conversation partner has made an interesting claim or expressed
an intriguing perspective on some issue. You might respond by saying, “That’s an
interesting perspective; I’m wondering how you arrived at that conclusion?”{13}
Notice how such a question not only demonstrates an interest in, and respect for,

the other person and their views—it also serves to keep the conversation
moving forward in a positive direction. Indeed, once you get a knack for
listening carefully and asking good wondering questions, who knows how many
spiritual conversations you might find yourself having!

Bringing the Bible Into Your Conversations
Let’s now discuss Doug’s advice about bringing the Bible into our
conversations.{15}
The word of God is powerful. Paul describes it as “the sword of the Spirit.”{16}
And the author of Hebrews tells us it can “judge the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.” {17} Indeed, it’s partly because the Bible is so powerful, that we
need to be careful about the way in which we bring it into our conversations.
As Doug reminds us, “If people sense you’re trying to use the Bible as an
authoritative ‘crowbar’ to beat them into submitting to your viewpoint, your
conversation is likely over. However, if you humbly ask for permission to
introduce the Scriptures into your dialogue, ‘deep spiritual magic’ begins to
happen.”{18} The key point here, of course, is asking for permission. This
is important and Doug encourages us to always make a habit of it.{19} After all, if
the person has given you permission to share something from the Bible, then they
won’t feel awkward or threatened when you do so. And if they haven’t given you
permission, then it’s probably better just to wait and pray for a more opportune
time.
Okay, that sounds good. But how can we know when it’s right to ask for
permission? Here we need a measure of wisdom and even plain common sense. In
general, however, when the person expresses an interest in some issue about
which the Bible speaks, it might be a good time to ask for permission to share
what the Bible says. Doug gives the example of talking with some nonChristian college students about the meaning of love.{20} The students were

intensely interested in this topic, but they were having a hard time defining what
the word even meant. After discussing the issue for a bit, Doug asked for
permission to share what the Bible has to say about love. Having gotten their
permission, he directed them to the famous love passage in 1 Corinthians 13.
Primed and ready, the students eagerly listened to what the Bible had to say. Its
message had suddenly become relevant to them, for it spoke directly to an issue
about which they cared deeply.
If we could learn how to introduce the Bible like that, our non-Christian friends
might be more eager to hear what it says. In the next section we’ll conclude our
discussion of Doug’s book by considering “missed opportunities” and “burned
bridges.”{21}

Missed Opportunities and Burned Bridges
We’ve considered several ways to improve our conversations, but it’s easy to
make mistakes. So now we’ll consider Doug’s advice about “missed opportunities”
and “burned bridges.” Can “missed opportunities” be reclaimed and “burned
bridges” be rebuilt? And if so, then how do we do it?
Let’s first consider missed opportunities. Suppose you had a conversation with a
neighbor who made a comment that left a wide-open door for spiritual
conversation—and you said . . . nothing. We’ve probably all had conversations like
this. Maybe the comment caught us off guard, and we just weren’t sure how to
respond. Or maybe we felt too tired, or scared, or something else. Whatever the
reason, we can “reclaim” such missed opportunities. It’s often not even that hard.
Doug tells of missing out on a great opportunity because he just wasn’t sure what
to say. About a month later, however, he got another opportunity. He told the
person that he’d been thinking a lot about a comment which they had previously
made. Intrigued, the person asked what it was—and almost immediately they
were right back where they had left off a month earlier!{22}

Okay, that’s the easy one. But what if we didn’t remain silent. What if we said the
wrong thing— and now feel like we’ve burned our bridges with another person?
Granted, this is more difficult. But Doug throws down a challenge. For once we
recognize and admit our mistake to ourselves, we can then confess it to God and
bring the issue before Him in prayer. After praying about it, Doug says, we can
actually go to the person and let them know that we’ve been thinking about how
we “come across” in spiritual conversations. We can even ask if they’d be willing
to give us “some honest feedback” about how others might perceive us in this
area. And if so, then we can listen carefully and apologize for any mistakes we
might have made. Of course, we can’t predict how the other person will respond.
But by taking this approach, we can go a long way toward restoring the
relationship.{23}
If you’d be interested in creating some “God Space” for your own conversations,
then I encourage you to get (and read) Doug’s book for yourself. I think you’ll be
really glad you did.
Notes
1. Doug Pollock, God Space: Where Spiritual Conversations Happen
Naturally (Loveland, CO: Group, 2009), 11-12.
2. For more on Doug, check out his website: www.godsgps.com/
3. Pollock, God Space, 16.
4. The citations in this paragraph can be found in Pollock, God Space, 20-21.
5. This is “Killer 1” in Doug’s view. See Pollock, God Space, 24.
6. Ibid., 25.
7. In what follows, I briefly mention several of the spiritual conversation-killers
which Doug discusses on pp. 29-32. Specifically, Doug mentions conversation
“killers” like disrespect, control, judgment and combativeness.
8. Pollock, God Space, 65.
9. See Doug’s chapter, “Listening Your Way Into Spiritual Conversations,”
in Pollock, God Space, 53-64.

10. Ibid., 14.
11. All of the quoted material in this paragraph comes from a section on
“Good Wondering Questions” in Pollock, God Space, 73.
12. See the examples under this section heading in Pollock, God Space, 73.
13. Ibid., 73.
14. This is one way in which Doug likes to refer to non-Christians. See Pollock,
God Space, 16.
15. See Pollock’s chapter 9, “Bringing the Bible into your Conversations,” in
God Space, 87-99.
16. Ephesians 6:17.
17. Hebrews 4:12 (NASB).
18. Pollock, God Space, 95.
19. Ibid., 93.
20. See the discussion in Pollock, God Space, 90-94.
21. Doug discusses this topic in chapter 10, “Reclaiming Missed Opportunities
and Rebuilding Burned Bridges,” 100-106.
22. Doug shares this story on pp. 101-103.
23. The citations in this paragraph come from Doug’s discussion on p. 106.
©2015 Probe Ministries, updated 2018

Four Killer Questions: Power Tools
for Great Question-Asking
Sue Bohlin

Sue Bohlin provides helpful information for use in helping sharpen the questionasking skills of fellow believers as well as in evangelism. These “understanding
questions” help Christians sharpen their biblical worldview and help unbelievers
delve into the inconsistencies of their own worldview.
Dr. Jeff Myers of Bryan College and Summit Ministries shares our
passion for helping others develop a biblical worldview. One of the
tools he offers in developing critical thinking skills is how to use
the right question at the right time.
He suggests four “killer questions” to help anyone think critically.{1} The first
question is, What do you mean by that? In other words, define your terms. The
second question is, Where do you get your information? The third is, How do you
know that’s true?, and the fourth killer question is, What if you’re wrong?
Dr. Myers tells this story:
“A friend took a group of third graders to the Denver Museum of Natural History.
“Before he took them inside, he knelt down on their level and said, ‘Kids, if
anybody in this museum tells you anything, I want you to ask them, how do you
know that’s true?‘ Giving this question to a third grader is the intellectual
equivalent of giving them a surface-to-air missile. These kids walked into the
museum; all they knew was, Ask: How do you know that’s true?
“A paleontologist was going to show them how to find a fossil. Apparently they
had intentionally buried a fossil down in the soil sample and she said, ‘We’re

going to find it.’ Very clever, right? No, not with this crowd. ‘Cause they started
asking questions like, ‘Well, how do you know there’s a fossil down in there?’
‘Well, because we just know there’s a fossil down there.’ ‘Why do you want to find
it?’ ‘Well, because we want to study it.’ ‘Why do you want to study it?’ ‘We want to
find out how old it is.’ Well, how old do you think it is?’ ‘About 60 million years
old.’
“‘Lady, how do you know that is true?'”
“She patronized them. She said, ‘Well, you see, I’m a scientist, I study these
things, I just know that.’ They said, ‘Well, how do you know that’s true?’ Anytime
she said anything at all they just asked, ‘How do you know that’s true?’ What
happened next proves that truth is stranger than fiction. She threw down her
tools, glared at these children, and said, ‘Look, children, I don’t know, OK? I just
work here!'”{2}

Question #1: What do you mean by that?
The first question is, What do you mean by that? You want to get the other person
to define his terms and explain what he is saying. If you don’t make sure you
understand what the other person means, you could end up having a conversation
using the same words but meaning very different things.
When I was a new believer, I was approached on the street by some people
collecting money for a ministry to young people. I asked, naively, “Do you teach
about Jesus?” They said, rather tentatively, “Yesss. . . .” I gave them some money
and asked for their literature (which was in the reverse order of what I should
have done). Only later did I learn that they did indeed teach about Jesus—that He
was the brother of Satan! I wish I had had this first killer question back then. I
would have asked, “What do you teach about Jesus? Who is He to you?”
Get the other person’s definition. Let’s say you’re talking to a neighbor who says,
“I don’t believe there is a God.” Don’t quarrel with him: “Oh yes there is!” “No,

there’s not.” Second Timothy 2:24-25 says not to quarrel with anyone. Just start
asking questions instead. “What do you mean by ‘God’? What’s your
understanding of this God who isn’t there?” Let him define that which does not
exist! You may well find out that the god he rejects is a mean, cold, abusive god
who looks a lot like his father. In that case, you can assure him that you don’t
believe in that god either. The true God is altogether different. If it were me, at
this point I wouldn’t pursue the existence of God argument, but rather try to
understand where the other person is coming from, showing the compassion and
grace of God to someone bearing painful scars on his soul.
Let’s say someone says she is for a woman’s right to choose abortion. You can
ask, “What do you mean by ‘woman’? Only adult women? What if the baby is a
girl, what about her right to choose? What do you mean by ‘right’? Where does
that right come from?” Do you see how asking What do you mean by that? can
expose problems in the other person’s perspective?

Question #2: Where do you get your information?
The question Where do you get your information? is particularly important in
today’s culture, where we drown in information from a huge array of sources.
Information is being pumped at us from TV, radio, music, Websites, email, blogs,
billboards, movies, and conversations with people who have no truth filters in
place at all. Consider the kind of responses you could get to the question, Where
do you get your information?
“I heard it somewhere.” Well, how’s that for reliable? Follow with another killer
question, How do you know it’s true?
“Everybody says so.” That may be so, but is it true? If you say something loud
enough, often enough, and long enough, people will believe it’s true even if it
isn’t. For example, “everybody says” people are born gay. Doesn’t everybody
know that by now? That’s what we hear, every day, but where is the science to

back up that assertion? Turns out, there is none. Not a shred of proof that there is
a gay gene.
Someone else may say, “I read it somewhere.” So ask, in a legitimate newspaper
or magazine? Or in a tabloid? Elvis is not alive, and you can’t lose twenty-five
pounds in a week. You might have read it somewhere, but there is a word for that
kind of writing: fiction.
Did you see it on the internet? That could be a single individual with great
graphics abilities pumping out his own totally made-up stuff. Or it could be a
trustworthy, legitimate website like Probe.org.
Did you see it on TV? Who said it, and how trustworthy is the source? Was it fact,
or opinion? Be aware of the worldview agenda behind the major media outlets.
Former CBS reporter Bernard Goldberg exposed the leftist leanings of the media
in his book Bias: A CBS Insider Exposes How the Media Distort the News. Most of
what you see on TV is what the Bible calls “the world,” and we are to be
discerning and skeptical of the values and information it pumps out.
Don’t be fooled by someone sounding confident and self-assured. Many people
feel confident without any basis for feeling that way. Ask, Where do you get your
information? It’s a great killer question.

Question #3: How do you know that’s true?
The third killer question is, How do you know that’s true? This is probably the
most powerful question of them all. It puts the burden of proof on the other
person.
Most people aren’t aware of what they assume is true; there’s simply no other
way to see the world. They often believe what they believe without asking if it’s
true, if it aligns with reality. If you respectfully ask killer questions like How do
you know that’s true?, all of a sudden it can begin to occur to folks that what they

believe, they believe by faith. But where is their faith placed?
Sometimes, the kindest thing we can do for people is gently shake up their
presuppositions and invite them to think.
The reigning philosophy in science today is materialism, the insistence that the
physical universe is all that exists. Something is only real if it can be measured
and quantified. We need to ask, How do you know there is nothing outside the
matter-space-time-energy continuum? How do you know that the instruments of
physical measurement are the only ones that matter? How do you know there
isn’t something non-physical, which cannot be measured with physical measuring
tools? If all you have is a ruler, how do you measure weight? (And if all you have
is a ruler, and someone wants to talk about weight, it would be easy to deny there
is such a thing as weight, only height and length, a lot like the materialists’
insistence that since we can’t measure the supernatural, it doesn’t exist.)
At the heart of the debate over stem cell research is the question of the
personhood of a human embryo. Those who insist that it’s not life until
implantation need to be asked, How do you know that’s true? It’s genetically
identical to the embryo ten minutes before implantation. How do you know those
are only a clump of cells and not a human being?
Postmodern thought says that no one can know truth. This philosophy has
permeated just about every college campus. To the professor who asserts, “No
one can know truth,” a student should ask, How do you know that’s true? If that
sounds slightly crazy to you, good! A teacher who says there is no truth, or that if
there is, no one can know it, says it because he or she believes it to be true, or
they wouldn’t be saying it!
We get hostile email at Probe informing us of how stupid and biased we are for
believing the Bible, since it has been mistranslated and changed over the
centuries and it was written by man anyway. When I ask, “How do you know this
is true?”, I don’t get answers back. Putting the burden of proof on the other

person is quite legitimate. People are often just repeating what they have heard
from others. But we have to be ready to offer a defense for the hope that is in us
as well.{3} Of course, when we point to the Bible as our source of information,
it’s appropriate to ask the killer question, “How do you know that’s true?”
Fortunately, there is a huge amount of evidence that today’s Bible is virtually the
same as the original manuscripts. And there is strong evidence for its
supernatural origins because of things like fulfilled prophecy. Go to the “Reasons
to Believe” section of Probe.org for a number of articles on why we can trust that
the Bible is really God’s word.
There are a lot of mistaken, deceived people who believe in reincarnation and
insist they remember their past lives. Shirley MacLaine claims to have been a
Japanese Geisha, a suicide in Atlantis, an orphan raised by elephants, and the
seducer of Charlemagne.{4} Here’s where this killer question comes in. If you
lose your life memories when you die, how do you know your past lives are real?
When you’re born into a new body and your slate is wiped clean, how do you
know it’s you?
So many people have embraced a pragmatic, expedient standard of, “Hey, it
works for me.” “It works for me to cheat on my taxes, as long as I don’t get
caught.” “It works for me to spend hours on porn sites late at night since my wife
doesn’t know how to check the computer’s history.” “It works for me to keep God
in his corner of the universe while I do my own thing; I’ll get religious later in
life.” Well, how do you know it works? You haven’t seen the whole, big picture.
You can’t know the future, and you can’t know how tomorrow’s consequences will
be reaped from today’s choices.
Let me add a caveat here. The underlying question behind How do you know
that’s true? is really, “Why should I believe you?” It can be quite disconcerting to
be challenged this way, so be sure to ask with a friendly face and without an edge
in your voice.

Question #4: What if you’re wrong?
One benefit of this question is that it helps us not to “sweat the small stuff.” There
are a lot of issues where it just doesn’t matter a whole lot if we’re wrong. If you’re
agonizing over a restaurant menu, trying to figure out the best entree, what if
you’re wrong? It doesn’t matter. You can probably come back another time. If you
can’t, because you’re traveling and you’ll never have another chance, is it going
to wreck your life? Absolutely not.
Many of our youth (and, sadly, adults as well) believe that having sex is just part
of being social. Many of them believe that sex qualifies as recreation, much like
going to an amusement park. They need to be challenged: What if you’re wrong?
Besides the high probability of contracting a number of sexually transmitted
diseases, there is the ongoing heartache of the discovery that “casual” sex isn’t,
because of its lasting impact on the heart.
The ultimate question where this matters is, What do you believe about God?
What do you do with Jesus’ statement “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father except by Me”?{5} What if you believe there is no God,
or that you can live however you want and God will let you into heaven because
you’re not a mass murderer? We need to ask, What if you’re wrong? You will be
separated from God forever!
It’s only fair for Christ-followers to ask that of ourselves. What if we’re wrong?
What if we’re actually living an illusion that there is a God and a purpose to life? I
would say, “You know what? I still lived a great life, full of peace and purpose and
fulfillment. Ultimately, if there were no God, it wouldn’t matter—nothing would
matter at all!—but I still loved my life. Either way, if I’m right or I’m wrong, I
win.”
These four killer questions are powerful to spark meaningful conversation and
encourage yourself, and others, to think critically. Use them wisely, be prepared

for some interesting conversations . . . and have fun!
Notes
1. Our fellow worldview apologist Bill Jack of Worldview Academy
(www.worldview.org) has also popularized these “killer questions,” but they go
back all the way to Socrates.
2. “Created Male and Female: Biblical Light for a Sexually Darkened World”
conference sponsored by the International Council for Gender Studies, October
10-12, 2003.
3. 1 Peter 3:15.
4. www.fortunecity.com/emachines/e11/86/duncan2.html
5. John 14:6.
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Probe
Survey
Report
#4:
Witnessing to Your Faith and the
Response
Steve Cable

Steve Cable continues to explore Probe’s 2020 survey on religious beliefs and
practices, examining how people witness to their faith or not, and reasons for
both sharing and for not trusting Christ.

1. How Often Do You Witness to Your Faith?
Let’s consider the topic of witnessing or sharing your faith with others. In our
2020 survey we asked two questions about this topic. The first question was:
How often do you engage in intentional spiritual conversation with non-believers
about your faith with a desire to see them accept it for themselves? With this
question, we wanted to avoid casual mentions of your faith and discussions with
no intent at conversion. The results as shown in the chart below are surprising.
Among Americans ages 18 through 39 who profess an affiliation with some
religion, we find that less than 1 out of 5 (20%) of them strongly disagree with the
statement that Muhammad, Buddha and Jesus all taught valid ways to God. Yet at
the same time almost 6 out of 10 (60%) of them state that they share their faith
with an unbeliever at least once a year with the intent of converting them to their
belief.
So the majority of American believers (of any faith) must believe that at least for
some people with different religious beliefs, it would be better for them to turn
from their current belief and accept the tenets of my faith. They want to do this
even though they believe that there are multiple ways to God not beyond just
their faith.

Looking at the
detailed results, all
religions except the
Unaffiliated showed
very similar results:
over 20% (1 in 5) of
those witnessed at
least monthly and
about half witnessed
at least yearly. So, it
would appear that
there is a lot of
witnessing going on
with very few conversions.
Table 1 below shows several estimates as to how many people are the recipients
of these “intentional spiritual conversations” in a given year. The different levels
shown are based on different assumptions as to how often they share with the
same person and how many people they share with in a year consistent with the
responses to the survey. More details are provided in the endnotes.
Table 1 Potential
Number of People Shared with by American Adults Ages 18 through 55

Religious
Affiliation of
Person Sharing
with Intent to
Convert

Potential number of individuals shared with in one
year
Nominal
Low estimate
High estimate
estimate
(millions){1}
(millions){3}
(millions){2}

Born Again
Protestant
Other
Protestant
Catholic
Other
Religion
Unaffiliated
Total

27

56

118

24

50

106

25

51

108

15

31

65

12

25

52

103

212

449

These results amazed me. If the nominal estimate was truly happening almost
60% of the population would have someone attempting to convert them every
year. This topic deserves additional related questions to determine what level of
sharing with the intent of conversion is actually happening in America. It may be
that most people answering this question are only sharing with one or two family
members such as their teenage children or a sibling. Or perhaps, many people
think they would do this, but really they do not.
What makes this especially surprising is that Other Protestants and Catholics
have a lot more people witnessing than they have holding a Basic Biblical
Worldview or actually being involved in their religion. While only about one in ten
(10%) strongly disagree with the statement that Mohammed, Buddha and Jesus
all taught valid ways to God, over half (50%) of them are sharing their faith with
the intent to convert at least once a year. And, one in five (20%) are sharing
monthly or more. If you think that there are multiple ways to heaven, why would
you want to go out of your way to convert someone to your religion. Of course,
you could be sharing with an Unaffiliated person who needs to choose a valid
religion.
Only 4.6% of Other Protestants and 0.7% of Catholics have a Basic Biblical
Worldview, but almost half of them say they intentionally witness to their faith at
least yearly. When they engage in a conversation with the intent of having this
other person accept their faith for themselves, WHAT IS THIS FAITH THEY ARE

TRYING TO GET THE OTHER PERSON TO ACCEPT? These results do suggest
that most people desire more people to think like them when it comes to religion.
In a similar vein, less than 1 in 10 (10%) Catholics and Other Protestants say they
pray daily, attend church at least monthly, read the Bible weekly and say their
faith is important in their daily life. So, the question remains, “What are they
witnessing to???”
In contrast, only 29% of Born Again Christians have a Basic Biblical Worldview
while well over half of them report intentional witnessing at least once a year. But
at least BAC’s have something to witness to. Those Born Again Christians with a
Basic Biblical Worldview report that almost two thirds (63%) of them share their
faith at least once a year. This level is only a few percentage points higher than
that for Born Again Christians as a whole.

How Should We Respond?
If the number of people sharing their faith is actually consistent with the answers
to this question, then we know that the percentage of people actually converting
as a result of their witness is very small. Otherwise, we would have many people
toggling back and forth between different professed religions.
Among Born Again Christians, we project they are sharing their faith with
between 25 million and 100 million nonbelievers. However, they are sharing
ineffectively with the number being shared with far exceeding the growth rate of
evangelicals in America. So, pastors and parachurch organizations need to up
their game in training their people to share the good news of Christ. BAC’s need
to understand and practice the following:
1. Bathe their unsaved acquaintances in prayer asking God to bring to a clear
feeling of need
2. Recognize their call to effectively share the gospel looking for opportunities
to share

3. Understand how to build bridges spanning the gaps of understanding for
those with different worldviews
4. Clearly explain the wonderful gift purchased for us through Jesus’ death
and resurrection
5. Unapologetically ask for a response to the good news shared with others
6. Realize that they should not be discouraged by a lack of interest of the lack
of a positive response

2. What Keeps You From Communicating Your
Religious Belief?
We also asked
the question:
“When
I
refrain from
communicatin
g my religious
belief with
someone, it’s
usually
because:”{4}

1. They can get to heaven through their different religious belief. [Pluralism]
2. We shouldn’t impose our ideas on others. [Pluralism]
3. The Bible tells us not to judge others. [Pluralism]
4. It just doesn’t seem to be that important and I don’t want to risk alienating
them. [Not confident]

5. I’m not confident enough in what I believe. [Not confident]
6. I’m waiting for a better opportunity. [Hesitant]
For the chart in Figure 2, we grouped these responses into three sets:
• Pluralism – There are other ways besides my way and I don’t need to
impose my way on others (responses 1, 2 and 3)
• Not confident – Not confident that what I have to share is important to
them and/or not confident that what I believe is true (responses 4 and 5)
• Hesitant – No rush, I can probably find a better time (response 6)
As seen in the chart, the level of respondents selecting each set of reasons for
refraining are consistent across all religious beliefs. At first glance, this may seem
surprising. But in a culture where pluralism is a dominant part of all religious
groups, it begins to make sense. And the pluralistic reasons were dominant,
attracting around two thirds of the population across all religious groupings.
For Born Again Christians, lack of confidence in what they believe is less of an
issue than for other groups. And we see that the Unaffiliated are much less likely
to be hesitant waiting for a better time at around 5% of all Unaffiliated. But note
that most of the other groups had less than 25% say that they were hesitant.
Looking at both of the charts, we see that (even with a lot of people saying they
sometimes used excuses to avoid the subject) a majority of people of any religious
group (not including the unaffiliated) share with someone with a desire to recruit
them at least once a year. I would suspect that most of these people are sharing
with a family member or close friend. However, we did not ask the question so
that is only reasonable speculation.
How Should We Respond?
If you are a church leader or a person who desires to see Christians sharing the
good news of Jesus with those who need to know, how should you respond to this

data on self-identified barriers to sharing with others?
On the most common reasons (which indicate a belief that other people don’t
really need to know about salvation through faith in Jesus), we need to make the
exclusive role of Jesus Christ in any hope of salvation a recurring and prominent
theme in our teaching. This is not a topic to tiptoe gingerly around. Rather, we
need to boldly proclaim, “There is salvation in no other name under heaven other
than the name of Jesus Christ.” God would not have planned from before the
beginning of time to sacrifice himself on the cross for our salvation if there were
any other means to reconcile sinful men and women to Himself. God will not force
reconciliation on us. We can choose to reject His grace. But as Paul tells us in
Romans, “How are they to believe in one they have not heard of?” If we think we
can slough off our responsibility to tell others, we do not understand the grace of
God and our role as citizens of heaven living on this earth.
For those who do not feel confident in their ability, we need to provide training
and practice environments for them to learn to share their faith experience. You
are telling someone about the most important element of your life; the process
that brought you out of death into true life. Help prepare them and put them in a
position to share the good news with a mentor alongside them.

3. Why Have You Not Believed In Salvation
Through Jesus Christ?
Finally, we wanted to know why people have not accepted the gift of salvation
through Jesus Christ. This is really a question on the other side of witnessing. I
am including it here, but it could easily be a separate topic.
The question asked was as follows: What keeps you from believing that salvation
is by faith in Jesus Christ alone?
The following options were given to select from:

1. Don’t believe that God would take upon Himself the penalty for my sin.
2. Salvation is not a gift, it must be earned.
3. I am clearly as good as Christians I know so I should be accepted by God if
they are.
4. There is no personal, creator God.
5. Another answer not listed here.
6. Never gave the question any thought.
7. Not applicable, I do believe.
The table below captures the range of answers to this question.
Ages 18 – 39
Born

Other

Again

Protestant

Catholic

Other

Unaffiliated

Religion

Protestant

Don’t believe that God would
take the penalty
for my sin

4.1%

13.7%

16.3%

10.6%

5.9%

Salvation is not a gift, it must
be earned

15.7%

20.1%

23.8%

22.0%

8.0%

I am clearly as good as
Christians I know

11.9%

10.6%

16.2%

12.9%

8.1%

There is no personal, creator
God

1.0%

2.8%

2.7%

5.8%

23.9%

Another answer not listed
here

6.9%

9.9%

9.3%

21.9%

28.2%

Never gave the question any
thought

15.0%

29.7%

16.3%

12.7%

13.5%

Not applicable, I do believe

45.4%

13.3%

15.5%

14.1%

12.5%

The first thing to notice in this table is that less than half of Born Again
Protestants selected “Not applicable, I do believe.” This result is odd since one of

the questions required to be considered a Born Again Protestant is “The
statement that best describes you own belief about what will happen to you after
you die is ‘I will go to heaven because I confessed my sins and accepted Jesus
Christ as my savior.’” Perhaps some of the Born Agains thought we wanted to
know what was keeping them away before they surrendered to the lordship of
Jesus Christ. Perhaps this is because some of them consider “confessed my sins
and accepted” as something they did to earn their salvation. In that case, one
could possibly consider answers 2, 5, 6 and 7 as consistent with Born Again
Protestants. Although that would be somewhat of a stretch. That assumption still
leaves 17% of BA Protestants whose answers are clearly inconsistent.
Other Protestants are most likely to say, “I never gave the question any thought”
or “Salvation must be earned” with only 13% saying they do believe the statement
about salvation through faith alone. Catholics are about the same as Other
Protestants in saying they believe in salvation through faith alone. The more
frequent answers for Catholics being “it must be earned”, “I am clearly as good as
Christians I know”, and “never gave the question any thought.”
The most common answer from the Unaffiliated is “another answer not listed
here” followed by “there is no personal, creator God”. Those who claim that most
“nothing in particulars” are really Christians find little support in that only one in
five (20%) say that they do believe in salvation through faith in Jesus.

4. Christianity and Other Major World Religions
One of the things that drives our attitude toward and our approach to witnessing
to our faith is how we think Christianity relates to other world religions. In part 2
of this series, we looked at some questions that dealt with believing that multiple
religions could offer a workable road to an eternity with God. In this part we will
look at what people believe distinguishes Christianity from other world religions if
in fact anything does.

We asked our respondents the following question: “How does Christianity relate
to other major world religions?” The respondents selected from the following
choices:
1. Serves the same function with only minor differences
2. Focuses on living after the example of Jesus Christ
3. Teaches that reconciliation with God is a gift of God accessed by faith not
by works
4. Promotes love for other people more deeply than other religions
5. Differs based on misconceptions about God and/or history
6. Not sure how it relates
Note that answers 1, 5 and 6 indicate an ignorance about the tenets of
Christianity and/or the tenets of other major world religions. As noted earlier,
Christianity teaches a way to reconciliation that is very different from other world
religions and is not compatible with the reconciliation stories of those other
religions.
Answers two and four reflect potential differences between Christianity and other
world religions. We do want to follow Christ’s example and other world religions
would not teach us to do that. Other religions could not promote loving other
people more deeply that Christianity does, but some of them might argue that
they also promote love for others.
Teaching that reconciliation is a gift of God accessed by faith alone not through
works is the greatest substantial difference between Christianity and other world
religions. This teaching is significantly
different than the teachings of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and others.

The results
are
charted in
the graph
to
the
right. First,
notice the
interesting
result that
only about
30%
of
Born Again
Protestants
selected
‘reconciliation is a gift’ while 40% selected following Jesus’ example or love
others more deeply. As noted above, this second answer is not inconsistent with
the concepts of Christianity but is not as fundamental as the first. However,
selecting this answer over reconciliation is a gift’ is consistent with what we saw
earlier: 70% of Born Again Christians are not exclusivists.{5}
Other Protestants and Catholics have less than one in five that selected
‘reconciliation is a gift’ and the total selecting answers 1 and 2 is slightly over one
half. Thus, almost half of them selected answers showing ignorance of or disbelief
in the basic tenets of Christianity.
The results for the Unaffiliated shows their total disregard for salvation by grace
and any substantial difference between Christianity and other religions.

5.Summary of Key Results
Among Americans ages 18 through 39 who profess an affiliation with some
religion, we find that less than 1 out of 5 (20%) of them strongly disagree with the

statement that Muhammad, Buddha and Jesus all taught valid ways to God. Yet at
the same time almost 6 out of 10 (60%) of them state that they share their faith
with an unbeliever at least once a year with the intent of converting them to their
belief.
So the majority of American believers (of any faith) must believe that at least for
some people with different religious beliefs, it would be better for them to turn
from their current belief and accept the tenets of my faith. They want to do this
even though they believe that there are multiple ways to God beyond just their
faith.
We also discovered that Born Again Christians are not really more likely that
other religious groups to share their faith with the purpose to convert. Born Again
Christians with a Biblical Worldview are only marginally more likely to share with
the purpose to convert at least yearly as Born Again Christians as a whole (63%
vs. 57%).
Amazingly, one could project that nominally about 212 million Americans a year
would be the recipients of these spiritual conversations with the intent to convert.
However, if almost all of these
conversations were with the same person it might represent as few as 34 million
Americans which could be primarily the children and relatives of the person
sharing their faith. We cannot know for sure without asking more questions.
Conversely, when asked what makes them refrain from sharing their faith, almost
70% of Born Again Christians selected a reason that indicated they believed that
the other person did not really need to know; a universalist belief where all
religious beliefs lead to heaven.
About one out of seven (14%) of adults under age 40 who are not Born Again
Protestants believe that salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone. This small
number is true for Other Protestants, Catholics and Other Religions. This same
group of religious affiliates has about 1 in 3 who belief that salvation is a result of

good works and is earned or rewarded on a curving scale.
Less than one in three, Born Again Christians selected the redeeming work of God
through faith as the key difference between Christianity and other religions. And
less than one in five Other Protestants and Catholics selected that answer.
Instead, about three out of four (75%) selected love deeply, obey Jesus or
Christianity is basically the same as the message of other religions.
Notes
1. Low Estimate: Calculated assuming that those sharing at least monthly on the
average shared their faith 12 times per year and those sharing at least yearly but
less than monthly shared on the average 1 times per year AND that they shared
on the average with the same individual four times.
2. Nominal Estimate: Calculated assuming that those sharing at least monthly on
the average shared their faith 18 times per year and those sharing at least yearly
but less than monthly shared on the average 2 times per year AND that they
shared on the average with the same individual three times.
3. High Estimate: Calculated assuming that those sharing at least monthly on the
average shared their faith 24 times per year and those sharing at least yearly but
less than monthly shared on the average 4 times per year AND that they shared
on the average with the same individual two times.
4. Although most people selected only one answer, on this question they could
select multiple answers
5. Exclusivists are those who believe that their religion is the only source of
correct teaching concerning our relationship with God. When I get time, I will
check out the relationship between those who are exclusivists and those who
selected ‘reconciliation is a gift’
©2021 Probe Ministries

The Answer Is the Resurrection
Steve Cable

Steve Cable shows us that the resurrection is the key apologetic for those seeking
to evangelize. As we share our faith, understanding the evidence for the
resurrection helps prepare us to answer questions raised by a seeker after the
truth.

Making a Defense for Your Living Hope
A key verse for our ministry at Probe is 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter writes, “Sanctify
Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness
and reverence.”{1}
I want to encourage you to make this verse a motivator for your
own walk as an ambassador for Christ. You might say, “I am not
equipped to make a defense. Surely, this verse is talking to pastors
and people like the researchers at Probe.” A deeper look at Peter’s
letter shows us that this is not the case. Peter makes it clear that
these instructions are for all Christians.{2} In addition, Peter wrote this verse in
the imperative tense, meaning that it is a command, not a suggestion.

Okay. I want to be ready to give an account for the hope that is in me, but I need
be clear on what that hope is. Fortunately, Peter answers that for us in chapter 1
where he writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven
for you.”{3}
So, our hope is a living hope for an eternal inheritance reserved for us in heaven.
If I am to make a defense for this hope of eternal life, I need to be able to explain
why I believe that the source of this hope has both the capability and the
motivation to follow through on this offer.
How do we get this living hope? Our hope comes “through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead”! Jesus’ resurrection is the basis for our hope. If Jesus
is not resurrected from the dead, we are of all men most to be pitied.{4} So, any
defense of the hope that is within us begins with explaining why someone should
believe in the resurrection. The empty tomb is the cornerstone to answering most
other objections raised up against the gospel.
In the remainder of this article, we will look at evidence for the resurrection and
how a defense of the resurrection is the foundation for answering many of the
objections raised against Christianity.

Evidence for Jesus’ Resurrection
Giving an account for our belief in Jesus’ resurrection is the key to defending the
hope within us. Several books have been written on this topic, and you can find a
list of them in the transcript of this radio program on our Web site. The evidence
for the resurrection as an historical event is so strong that even Dr. Antony Flew,
until recently a noted proponent of atheism, had to admit, “The evidence for the
resurrection is better than for claimed miracles in any other religion. It’s

outstandingly different in quality and quantity, I think, from the evidence offered
for the occurrence of most other supposedly miraculous events.”{5}
One help to remembering the overwhelming evidence is to think of the ten A’s
attesting to Jesus’ resurrection:
1. Accurate predictions. Both the Old and New Testaments contain predictions of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Numerous times in the Gospels, Jesus told his
disciples and the Jewish authorities that He would rise to life after three days in
the earth. In John 2, at the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus told this to the
Jewish leaders. It made such an impression on the disciples, that verse 22 tells us,
“So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said
this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.”
2. Attesting miracles. Jesus’ resurrection was not a sudden miraculous cap to an
otherwise unremarkable life. Jesus had consistently demonstrated His authority
over the material universe from turning water into wine, to walking on the water,
to healing the sick, to raising Lazarus from the dead. His resurrection is
consistent with the power He demonstrated during His earthly ministry.
3. Agonizing death. Jesus had numerous opportunities to avoid a fatal
confrontation with the Jewish leaders and Roman authorities. No one is going to
go through a Roman scourging and crucifixion as a hoax. Jesus submitted to the
cross because it was necessary to pay for our sins and He knew that He had the
authority to conquer death.
4. Angry authorities. After word of Jesus’ resurrection began to spread, the Jewish
authorities wanted to put a stop to people believing in Him. Producing the body of
Jesus would have been the best way to do this. Even with support from the Roman
authorities, they were never able to produce a body.
5. Absent body. The chief priests set a guard around Jesus’ tomb to make sure the
body was not stolen by his disciples. Those guards knew their lives could be at

stake if they failed in their duty, but on the third day Jesus was gone. Once they
regained their senses, the guards “reported to the chief priests all that had
happened.”{6} Why did they take this risk? Because they knew that there was no
body to recover. No one has ever found any credible evidence that the body of
Jesus was anywhere to be found on this earth.
6. Amazed disciples. After Jesus’ arrest, most of His disciples fled. It is clear from
their reaction that they despised the cross and were not anticipating the
resurrection. Two of his disciples did not recognize the risen Jesus even as He
was teaching them the Scriptures related to Himself.{7} Their skepticism and
shock showed that they clearly were not part of some preplanned hoax.
7. Agreeing eyewitnesses. After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to over five
hundred people. They testified to His resurrection. We do not have a record of
anyone disputing their testimony, saying “I was there with them and it was a
hoax.”
8. Apostolic martyrs. People don’t die for something they know to be a hoax. Yet,
many of these eyewitnesses accepted death rather than deny the resurrection of
Jesus.
9. Agnostic historians. Contemporary, non-Christian historians reported that Jesus
was reputed to have risen from the dead and that his followers were willing to die
rather than recant their belief in Jesus.
10. Attesting Spirit. Over the centuries, the Holy Spirit continues to convict
unbelievers and assure believers that Jesus is the risen Son of God.
We don’t have to believe in the resurrection in spite of the facts. Instead, we
believe in the resurrection in light of the facts. If you can defend your belief in the
resurrection, then you are already positioned to respond to other questions
people may have about your faith. In fact, you can respond to objections by
asking, “Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus?” If the answer is no, then you

may want to focus on the evidence for the resurrection as a foundation for
addressing their other concerns.

Tearing Down
Resurrection

Objections

Through

the

The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is the key to making a defense for our living
hope. Let’s consider some common objections to Christianity, and see how the
resurrection can be the starting point for a reasoned response.
1. Is there a God still active in this universe?
Jesus’ resurrection shows there is a power that transcends the physical universe.
A transcendent God is the only power that can override decay and death. As the
apostle Peter wrote, “[God] raised [Jesus] from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.”{8}
Jesus’ resurrection declares God’s active involvement in this world. He planned it
from the beginning and He performed it at the appointed time.{9}
2. What difference does God make to my life?
Jesus’ resurrection shows that He lives into eternity and that we have the
prospect of life beyond this world.{10} Knowing we have a soul that continues
beyond this world impacts our perspective on life. As Paul points out, “If the dead
are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”{11}
But if the dead are raised, then we need to live with eternity in mind. It becomes a
top priority to know the one who controls eternity, God.
3. Is the Bible really God’s revelation? Every religion has their holy books.
Jesus’ resurrection confirms that Jesus is the source of truth. He knows which

holy book is actually a revelation from God. Jesus affirmed the inspiration of the
Old Testament. He promised that the Holy Spirit would lead the apostles as they
shared His teaching through the New Testament. The Gospel of John states, “So
when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this;
and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.”{12}
If Jesus’ resurrection caused His disciples to believe the Bible, it is certainly
sufficient to cause me to believe.
4. I am too insignificant for God to love.
Jesus’ resurrection shows the depth of God’s love for you. Without the crucifixion
there would be no resurrection. His crucifixion cries out “God loves you!” Romans
tells us that “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.”{13}
Being singled out for God’s love makes you very significant in His universe.
5. How can anyone know the truth about life and death?
Jesus’ resurrection gives Him firsthand knowledge. He has been beyond death
and returned. His knowledge transcends this physical universe. Jesus gives us an
eyewitness for eternal life. He told Pilate, “My Kingdom is not of this world. . . .
For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the
truth.”{14}
Jesus testifies to the truth regarding eternal life. We can trust His testimony
because of the resurrection.
6. Why should I believe that Jesus is God’s divine Son?
Jesus’ resurrection conquered the grave. No mortal can claim victory over decay
and death.

He said that “I and the Father are one.” His victory over death confirms His
claim, crying out through the ages “He is God!” As Paul proclaims in Romans,
“[Jesus] was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead.”{15}
7. Aren’t there many ways to God? Can Jesus be the only way?
Jesus’ resurrection puts Jesus in a class by Himself. His crucifixion and victory
over death clearly show that He is a the only way to God. If there were multiple
ways, Jesus would not have gone to the cross. He allowed himself to be subjected
to death because it was necessary for our redemption. In addition, Jesus clearly
stated that no one comes to the Father except through Him.{16}
8. How can I possibly be forgiven for my sins?
Jesus’ resurrection validates His claim to have victory over sin and death. The
ultimate result of sin is death, and Jesus conquered death.{17} In Romans
chapter 10 we learn “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”{18}
Belief in Jesus’ resurrection is a central part of saving faith.
9. Why should I believe God is involved in His creation? I don’t see God
making much difference in this world.
Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates God’s active involvement in this world. He
predicted it, He planned it, He performed it. Peter writes, “[you are redeemed]
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in
these last times for the sake of you.”{19}
10. How can a loving God allow all of the evil in this world?
Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates a loving God redeeming a world degraded by

evil. If there were no evil, Jesus would not have had to conquer death through the
cross. If God was not loving, He would not have sent Jesus into the world to
redeem us.{20} Looking at His death and resurrection, we know without a doubt
that there is evil in this world, yet we are still loved by a God with power over
death. Evil and love coexist because God valued us enough to create us in His
image with a genuine capability to choose to turn our backs on Him. Making us
unable to choose evil would have made us unable to love removing the greatest
attribute of His image.
Once someone accepts the resurrection, many other barriers to accepting Christ
are torn down. Whatever the question, the answer is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ our Lord.
May what John said of the disciples be true of us as well: “So when He was raised
from the dead, . . . they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had
spoken.”{21}
Notes
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4. 1 Corinthians 15:17-19
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Interview with Former British Atheist Professor Antony Flew.” Available from the
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A Christian Purpose for Life –
Proclaiming the Glory of Christ
Steve Cable

Steve Cable answers the question, Why does God leave Christians on earth after
we are saved?

Misconceptions and Our Identity
Examining the beliefs and behavior of born-again emerging adults over the last
few years, one common deficiency is a misunderstanding of their relationship to
eternity. Many believers either have not thought about the question of “Why did
God leave me here on earth once I was saved?” or they harbor misconceptions
about the answer. Let’s begin by considering some common misconceptions.

The first misconception is being purposeless. These people believe
that thinking about their eternal purpose is a waste of time. Just
live for the moment. My eternal destiny is secure so why bother
myself with asking, “Why am I still here? I’ll worry about the
things of heaven after I die.” This viewpoint devalues the sacrifice of Christ. He
did not give His life for us so that we can be unconcerned about what concerns

Him.{1}
The second misconception is focusing on this life’s pleasures. Many young people
say things like “I don’t want Jesus to return until after I have traveled, married,
had children, gotten that promotion, etc.” They assume these things are of
ultimate importance in their lives. Yet, the Bible teaches us that this attitude will
choke out God’s fruit in our lives. As Jesus said, “[T]he worries of the world, and
the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things, enter in and choke
the word and it becomes unfruitful.”{2}
A third misconception is becoming prepared for heaven. Some think that God
needs to get our character up to some entrance level requirement before we are
ready to move on to heaven. Most people with this view are not really working
hard to match their lifestyle to a biblical standard, but they figure at some point
they will. However, since our righteousness is not our own, but rather that of
Jesus’,{3} we don’t need to get more righteous to enter heaven. In fact, when we
see Him then we will be like Him.{4} The fastest way to make us completely
mature is to take us out of this world.
One final misconception is providing for one’s family. Caring for our family is
certainly part of God’s desire for our lives. However, if our sole purpose is to
provide for our own family and our children have the same purpose and so on, the
church will be limited to us and our progeny—and no one else.
These common misconceptions as to our purpose fall under the warning Paul gave
us in Philippians,
For many walk, of whom I often told you, . . . that they are enemies of the
cross of Christ, . . . whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their
shame, who set their minds on earthly things.{5}
Paul goes on to explain, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ . . .”{6}

We are to live our lives constantly aware of our heavenly citizenship, eagerly
awaiting the return of our Lord. In this article, we examine the book of 1 Peter to
see what Peter has to say about our purpose in life and how we are to live it out.

Called to a Critical Mission
Peter begins the book of 1 Peter by reminding us what Christ has done for us.
Let’s read the first few verses of this amazing letter.
According to his great mercy, [God] has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by
God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time.
Through the resurrection of Jesus we are born again and are looking forward to
an eternal inheritance kept in heaven for us to be revealed in the last time. What
a wonderful truth helping us to realize that we are already living in eternity as we
wait for our inheritance to be revealed. In the meantime, we are living on this
earth in a temporary “earthsuit” called to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.
In the remainder of his letter to the churches, Peter addresses what we are to do
while we are living on this earth. He first tells us that we are likely to encounter
trials and suffering in this world. Then, beginning with verse 13 of chapter 1,
Peter conveys to us the importance of our mission, giving us instructions we
would expect a military commander to give before sending his team out on a
dangerous and critical mission. He tells us to:
Prepare our minds for action — we are to be action oriented, not passively
waiting for our life to pass by.
Be alert and focused on the mission — we are to keep our minds focused on
God’s purpose for our life on this earth.

Keep a long term perspective — don’t be deceived into putting your
thoughts and your hope on the temporary temptations of the world, and
Realize God has entrusted you with the priceless resource of time — Peter
tells us that we are to conduct ourselves in the fear of the Lord while we are
on this earth.
In the latter parts of chapter 1, Peter reminds us that we have been redeemed at
a very high cost, the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God. We
owe a tremendous debt which motivates us to desire to faithfully carry out our
mission on this earth.
The calls to action listed above must be accompanied by two critical components
to be effective in this life. Specifically, Peter calls on us to purify our hearts not
conforming to our former lusts and to love other believers not only as a friend, but
also with sacrificial love by which Jesus loves you. The actions listed above are not
our purpose on this earth, but rather activities we need to address if we are fulfill
our purpose.

Our Purpose: To Proclaim His Excellencies
Why does God leaves us on this earth after we are saved? In the second chapter of
his letter, Peter begins by reminding us that we are living stones, part of the holy
building God is building on the cornerstone Jesus Christ. This building made up of
the lives of Christians is to be a beacon proclaiming the glory of God and the good
news of redemption in Jesus.
In verses 9 and 10 of Chapter 2, Paul clearly states the purpose of our lives and of
the church when he writes:
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once

were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.
We are a special people on this earth, God’s own people. Peter uses the terms
used by Yahweh of the Israelites in the wilderness where God told them through
Moses,
Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you
shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;
and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.{7}
The Israelites discovered that they could not obey His voice or keep His covenant
even when ruled by kings who desired to serve the Lord. Jesus Christ had to
“become sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God
through Him.”{8} In Jesus’ righteousness, we now become the special people of
God given His purposes to accomplish on this earth.
We are left here so that we may proclaim His excellencies. We are to proclaim
more than just the general attributes of our Creator. We are to let people know
that our Creator is prepared to deliver them out of darkness and let them live in
His marvelous light. God has entrusted us with His glory, His light. We have the
privilege of proclaiming His glory and offering His grace. At a basic level, we
proclaim His excellencies by obeying His commands to proclaim Christ, make
disciples, and be available for God to use us on this earth.
If we are to proclaim the glories of Christ and the gospel of redemption to eternal
life, how are we to accomplish this wonderful goal?

Fulfilling Our Purpose Through Excellent
Behavior and Right Relationships
In this article we have been looking at the question, “What purpose does God
have for my life as a Christian here on planet Earth?” We have seen that God

leaves us here primarily for the purpose of bringing others into His kingdom. As
Paul said, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain . . . if I am to remain on in the
flesh if will mean fruitful labor for me.”{9} In his letter to the Colossians, Paul
stated, “We proclaim [Christ] by instructing and teaching all people with all
wisdom so that we may present every person mature in Christ.”{10} The apostle
Peter put it this way, “[You are] a people of his own, so that you may proclaim the
virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”{11}
If we are to proclaim Christ in this world, the next obvious question is, how are
we to do this? Is the best approach to rent a large electronic bull horn and drive
the streets preaching the good news? Or in today’s world perhaps we can start a
Facebook page or send out a tweet with John 3:16? These techniques may be
appropriate in some circumstances, but that is not where the apostle Peter says
we should begin.
Peter follows his statement that we are called to proclaim Christ with this
interesting instruction:
Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts
which wage war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the
Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the
day of visitation.{12}
Instead of following this primary purpose with instructions on how to best
verbalize our faith, he first focuses on how we live out our faith. He clearly points
out that our behavior if kept excellent in purity and good deeds will attract the
attention of non-Christians, of evil doers, causing them to consider the work of
Christ in this world. We see that the reason God calls us to excellent behavior is
not so that we will be good enough to get into His heaven, but rather to convict
others of their need for a savior.
Peter continues to address ways in which we should proclaim Christ in the

remainder of the second chapter. He points out that having godly relationships is
an important way of proclaiming Christ. What types of relationships does Peter
address? He specifically calls out our relationships with unbelievers, government
authorities, our bosses, our co-workers, husbands and wives, other believers and
the elders He has placed over us.
Relationships are the biggest part of life. As people observe your relationships,
they can see that they are different because you offer supernatural love, and your
eternal perspective allows you to approach them with a servant’s heart. As
Christians, our relationships are not about getting what we deserve, but rather
about giving to others the same way Jesus has given to us.

Fulfilling Your Purpose Through Your Testimony
and Your Prayers
Above we have seen that our post-salvation purpose of life on earth is to proclaim
the excellencies of Jesus Christ through the gospel. We also looked at the first two
ways that we should use to proclaim Christ in this world. The first way is through
excellent behavior lived out before an unbelieving world. The second is through
living out right relationships with those with whom we deal in this world. As you
can see, these first two ways that Peter addresses do not require us to explain our
faith in Jesus Christ. Rather, they draw unbeliever’s attention to our lives,
building up questions in their minds.
For example, in 1 Peter 2:18-19, Peter tells us,
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those
who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. For this
finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up
under sorrows when suffering unjustly.
Having a good attitude toward our boss even in those times when they are

unreasonable finds favor with God and testifies to others of our different
perspective.
After dealing with a comprehensive list of life relationships, from the government
to our husbands and wives, Peter brings up our spoken testimony as well. In 3:15,
he says:
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in
you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that
in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ will be put to shame.
Not only are we to live our lives in ways that proclaim the glories of our Savior,
we are to be prepared to give an account for the hope that is in us. We know from
the first chapter of 1 Peter that the hope that is in us is the hope that comes from
being born again and knowing that we have obtained an eternal inheritance
reserved for us in heaven. We need to be prepared to share with others that
through faith in the resurrection of Jesus Christ they too can share in this same
hope that drives our lives. The phrase in the verse, to make a defense, is a
translation of the Greek world apologia from which we obtain our English word
“apologetics.”
It is important to note the context in which this call to apologetics is placed. First,
it is to be done with gentleness and reverence, not with arrogance and selfrighteousness. The object is not to demonstrate you are right, but rather to help
the questioner come to grips with the truth of grace through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Second, Peter reiterates his instruction found in
2:12, reminding us that we are to focus on living sanctified lives so that even
those who slander us know in their hearts of our good behavior in Christ.
Finally, in 1 Peter 4:7, we are called to be “of sound judgment and sober spirit for
the purpose of prayer.” If we are to be effective in proclaiming Christ in this

world we must be consistently praying about the people and the obstacles we
face.
Peter makes it clear that our purpose as a church on this earth is to proclaim the
goodness of Christ who delivered us out of the domain of darkness and into the
eternal kingdom of God. Proclaiming Christ in this way involves our excellent
behavior, our right relationships, our gentle defense of the gospel, and a
commitment to prayer. Let us examine our lives to see how this call is being lived
out in us.
Notes
1. 2 Cor 5:14 and 1 Peter 1:13-17
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8. 2 Cor 5:20
9. Phil 1:21-23
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12. 1 Peter 2:11-12
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Even
America’s
Largest
Denomination
Is
Bleeding
Members: Is It Too Late?
Byron Barlowe

Further erosion of membership within America’s largest denomination, Southern
Baptist, shows a larger trend of churches losing [bleeding] members. Byron
Barlowe believes the answer may not be more programs, even evangelism
programs.
Many wonder about the state of the Christian Church in the U.S. How is it doing?
Is it holding steady or shrinking? At Probe, we are constantly monitoring this vital
question, doing raw-data-level cultural research.
We got another indication recently that the Evangelicals in America are on their
way down like Catholics and Mainline Protestants have been for years. At this
rate, the Church may drop into relative obscurity—or at least become a small
subculture. Read on despite your denominational (or churchless) background
because American culture is morphing under all our feet. The ripple effects are

only beginning.
Just before this post was written, the Southern Baptist Convention was gathering
to address topics like the ongoing decline in America’s largest Protestant
denomination. Top of the agenda: despite adding around 500 new congregations,
it is bleeding membership and baptisms which indicate a declaration of faith
(Baptists call it “believer’s baptism” as opposed to other branches of Christianity
which baptize infants). According to Christianity Today, the SBC just “reported its
largest annual decline in more than 130 years—a loss of 236,467 members.”{1}
The negative numbers just keep coming. “The denomination is down to its ‘lowest
baptisms since 1946; lowest membership since 1990; lowest worship attendance
since 1996,’ according to historical analysis from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. ‘The true bad news is that when you put last year in the context of all
previous years, it indicates the SBC is in the midst of a decline that shows no
signs of either slowing down or turning around,’ said Chuck Kelly, the seminary’s
president.”{2}
The Southern Baptists are not alone and not the first Christians to see such a
disheartening trend. Churchgoers are voting with their feet in alarming numbers.
Are they, in part, being pulled away by unbelievers who want nothing to do with
church? Probe has researched deeply the “rise of the Nones,” referring to the
fast-growing segment of the nation who do not affiliate with Christianity on
surveys. They mark “None” when it comes to which faith they claim. These
politically and ethically “moderate” or “liberal” folks are not atheistic or hostile to
religion. They simply don’t think about it. And as someone quipped, the opposite
of good is not evil, it’s indifference.
It seems that some of the former believers among the Nones are likely
represented by the two of five Americans who believe that “when it comes to what
happens in the country today, ‘people of faith’ (42%) and ‘religion’ (46%) are part
of the problem.”{3} More likely, the general malaise regarding eternal destiny or

religion of the non-affiliated Nones has infected tepid churchgoers in a silent,
insidious way. The spirit of the age whispers, “Meh, go to church? Not relevant.
No one believes that stuff anymore. At least I don’t have to go to church to believe
it.”
Yet, efforts to make the faith culturally relevant have often fallen flat. Christian
talk show host Janet Mefferd wonders what’s gone wrong with Southern Baptist
churches in this regard. She wryly asks, Wasn’t the infusion of more cultural
conversation, increased societal sensitivity led by Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission Russell Moore supposed to plug the leak, staunch the flow of
members out of Southern Baptist churches? Weren’t closed-door conversations
with gay rights leaders designed to open the church doors to those who feel
marginalized? Formal denominational statements on Earth care and animal rights
were supposed to turn things around, says the conservative and Baptist-friendly
Mefferd. “What happened? I don’t know. But more evangelism and less
conversation would be in order.”
Mefferd echoes Southern Baptist strategists and leaders. “It’s clear that
evangelism and discipleship are waning,” Thom Rainer, president and CEO of
LifeWay Christian Resources, an SBC affiliate which produces the [Annual Church
Profile] report being discussed. “I don’t believe it is due to the lack of
opportunities, though. Instead, there is a lack of engagement.”
Yes, evangelism and discipleship are central to the Great Commission and are
undeniably tiptop biblical values, commands really. However, we no longer live in
a milieu where agreed-upon notions of sin and evil exist-or even that such truth
claims could possibly be valid for all. Simply launching new evangelism
campaigns and standard discipling programs doesn’t seem to work anymore.
Massive work on the worldview level, including apologetics to challenge
underlying misinformation and beliefs, coupled with winsome and culturally
engaged and convinced Christians are vital to even getting the gospel a hearing.
My work on campus tells me that you must establish absolute truth before any

claim to Christ’s offer is anything other than “he said, she said, just what
grandma believed.”
So maybe the issue isn’t membership rolls and baptisms, though these are helpful
measures. Forget church growth programs with the lowest-common-denominator
appeal using culture-copycatted branding. Joyful and hopeful Christ-followers
with studied answers to common objections will make an eternity of a difference.
We see this happening now.
Pollster-turned-activist George Barna and his namesake Barna Group
“collaborated on the 2014 book Churchless to further examine the nation’s
unchurched community.” Co-author and Barna Group President David Kinnaman
commented on the phenomenon that a growing number of Americans don’t attend
church but used to do so. “This fact should motivate church leaders and attenders
to examine how to make appropriate changes—not for the sake of enhancing
attendance numbers but to address the lack of life transformation that would
attract more people to remain an active part.”{4}
Pastors and laymen alike, perhaps the studies by The Barna Group and others are
right: it’s time to dispense with programs that speak only to us, stop relying on
“professional Christians,” and become the informed, sacrificial, calling-driven,
supernaturally joyous ones the Lord Jesus saved us to be. Now that’s relevant!
Build that and they may just come back.
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What’s Your Superpower?
Sue Bohlin

If you could choose a superpower, which one would it be? When asked this
question as an icebreaker, I’ve heard some people say they’d love to fly; others
say they would choose mindreading. Some would love to be invisible.
But for the believer in Jesus, the idea of having superpowers isn’t a fantasy.
It is the reality of being indwelled by God Himself, the source of actual and real
supernatural power. And He gives gifts, spiritual gifts, that consist of
supernatural enabling. We find the spiritual gifts in four places in the New
Testament: 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12, Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 4.
Consider these spiritual gifts—superpowers, if you will—given by the Holy Spirit

to allow His people to minister to others:
Teaching — The supernatural ability to explain clearly and apply effectively the
truth of the Word of God.
Pastor/Teacher — One who is supernaturally equipped to shepherd and feed the
flock of God with the result of their growth and maturity.
Evangelism — The supernatural capacity to present the gospel message with
exceptional clarity and an overwhelming burden for those who don’t know Christ.
Word of Knowledge — The supernatural ability to receive information and truth
directly from God without natural means. To know without knowing how you
know.
Word of Wisdom — The supernatural ability to have insight concerning God’s
perspective and relay this insight succinctly to others. “Deep insight with
handles.”
Faith — The supernatural ability to believe God for the impossible.
Exhortation (Encouragement) — The supernatural ability to come alongside
and help others by comforting, encouraging, challenging, and rebuking.
Showing Mercy — The supernatural ability to minister compassionately and
cheerfully to those who are difficult to minister to.
Giving — The supernatural ability to give of one’s material goods to the work of

the Lord consistently, generously, sacrificially, with wisdom and cheerfulness.
Leadership/Administration — The supernatural ability to organize and lead
projects while handling people tactfully and providing the vision to keep them at
the task.
Service — The supernatural ability to serve faithfully and joyfully behind the
scenes, in practical ways, in long—term commitments to service.
Helps — The supernatural ability to minister joyfully to God’s people in
short—term service with flexibility and sensitivity to what needs to be done.
Discernment of Spirits — A supernatural ability to distinguish between the
spirit of truth and spirit of error, between holiness and evil. Can instantly sniff out
when someone’s a phony or lying.
My husband and I created a list of diagnostic questions to help people find their
superpowers,
which
you
can
find
here:
www.probe.org/how-do-you-determine-your-spiritual-gift/
Flying and mind-reading aren’t on our list, but you might find your superpower
here!
This
blog
post
originally
appeared
blogs.bible.org/engage/sue_bohlin/whats_your_superpower on Apr. 4, 2017.
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Crossing the Worldview Divide:
Sharing Christ with Other Faiths
Steve Cable

Christians need to introduce the gospel differently to people with different
worldviews. Steve Cable provides ways to talk to Muslims, Hindus, Mormons and
postmoderns.

Changing Worldview Landscape
Growing up in the sixties and seventies, I had very limited exposure to other
worldviews significantly different from my own. Raised in a small town in New
Mexico, I was exposed to a number of Hispanic Catholics, and I knew at least two
families that were Mormons. Frankly, I never had either of those groups share
their worldview with me. But, by and large, most people appeared to have a
pretty conventional Christian worldview, answering the basic worldview questions
as follows:
• What about God? God is the creator and sustainer of this universe.
• What about man? Mankind is separated from God’s provision by our sin
nature.
• What about salvation? Jesus Christ is God’s answer to our desperate need,

offering redemption through faith in Him. When people die, those who have put
their faith in Jesus will go to heaven while those who refuse will be relegated to
hell.
• What about history? History is a linear progression culminating in the
creation of a new heavens and new earth.
Since leaving the college campus in 1977, I have lived in suburbs
of major metropolitan cities. Over the last thirty-five years, the
makeup of those suburbs has changed significantly. I worked as an
electrical engineer with several Indian Hindus and Jains. I teach
English as a Second Language to a group of Muslims, Hindus,
Baha’is, atheists and Latin American Catholics. From 2000 to 2010, the Muslim
population of my area grew by 220%. All of these groups have a worldview
significantly different from my own. In sharing Christ with them, I cannot appeal
to the Bible stories they learned in vacation Bible school as a child. I need to be
aware that what I say is being processed through their worldview filter. So that
what they hear may not be what I meant to say.
The apostle Paul was very much aware of the issue of worldview filters. While on
his missionary journeys, he preached the gospel
• in synagogues established by Jews living away from Israel,{1}
• in market places containing Gentiles with a common Greek worldview,{2}
and
• in front of Greek philosophers at the forefront of creating new
worldviews.{3}
In each of these environments, he preached the same truth: Jesus Christ crucified
and resurrected from the dead for our sins. But he entered that subject from a

verbal starting point that made sense to the audience he was speaking to. For
example, in Athens he began by drawing their attention to an idol dedicated to
the unknown god and he quoted some of their poets. Was he doing this because
the idol was really a Christian idol or because their poets were speaking a
Christian message? Of course not. He was bridging the worldview divide between
their thought patterns and those of Judaism. Having done that, he finished by
saying, “God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,
because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness
through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by
raising Him from the dead.”{4}
In the same way, if we want to share effectively with those from different
worldviews, we need to make the effort to know how to share in a way that makes
sense from their worldview perspective. We want to shake up their worldview, but
we have to be able to communicate first. In the remainder of this article, we will
consider the differences with and ways to share the gospel with people from four
different worldview perspectives: Islam, Hindu, Mormon, and popular
postmodernism.

Bridging Across to a Muslim Worldview
Islam is the second largest religion in the world with about 1.5 billion adherents
or over 20% of the world population. In America, there are over 2.6 million
Muslims with most of them located in major metropolitan areas accounting for
3-4% of the population in those areas. If you live in a metropolitan area, you are
probably aware of several mosques in your area.
How can I share Christ with my Muslim acquaintances in a way they can
understand? To answer this question, we need to understand how their worldview
differs from our own and what communication issues may come into play. Let’s
begin by considering the four worldview questions introduced earlier:

• What about God? Christians believe that a transcendent, loving God created
the universe and mankind. Muslims believe that a transcendent, unknowable
Allah created the universe and mankind.
• What about man? A Christian believes man is created in the image of God,
but mankind is now fallen and separated from God by our sin nature. Muslims
believe that, although weak and prone to error, man is basically good and is
fully capable of obeying Allah.
• What about salvation? For a Christian, the answer to our problem is the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ who provided a way for us to reunite
with God through grace. Muslims must focus on good works to earn their way
into heaven. They have no instruction as to what level of goodness is required.
Certainly, they must pay attention to the five pillars of Islam: reciting the creed
(the shahada), daily prayers, giving 2.5% of one’s income to the poor or to the
spread of Islam, a pilgrimage to Mecca, and fasting during Ramadan.
• What about history? For a Christian, the world is moving through time, not
repeating itself, to reach the end God has prepared for it. For a Muslim time is
a linear progression as well and it is moving forward exactly as Allah has willed.
The key difference between our worldviews lies in the way to redemption: by faith
through God’s grace or as a reward for our good works.
How can you share effectively with Muslim friends and acquaintances? First,
there are some important issues and confusing terms that will sidetrack your
discussion in their minds. These include:
• The high cost: in most Muslim families and societies, converting from Islam
is a terrible offense, resulting in expulsion and sometimes death. Most Muslims
will not enter into a conversation if they know the intent of it is to convert them
to another faith.

• The Trinity, including Jesus as God’s Son: Muslims are told that Christians
worship three gods when there is only one. This area is especially problematic
in thinking that God could be born to a woman and be crucified.
• Belittling Mohammed will offend most Muslims, causing them to cease
listening to you.
• Using corrupt Scripture by quoting from the New Testament which they
have been taught has been changed and corrupted. An interesting note on this
argument for Islam and against Christianity: a study of recently discovered
early copies of the Quran show that current Aramaic copies of the Quran are
only consistent with the early copies 88% of the time; while similar studies of
the New Testament show a 98% reliability between current translations and the
earliest documents.
Let’s be clear. We are not saying that you don’t need at some time to address the
Trinity, the role of Mohammed as a false prophet, and veracity of Scripture. But
first, you need to be able to communicate the gospel to them in a way that they
will hear it.
To share with a Muslim, you must begin with prayer for your Muslim
acquaintances who are captive to powerful social ties and equally powerful
demonic lies. Pray that God will work to prepare their hearts. God has been
working in powerful ways preparing Muslims to listen to the gospel of Jesus
Christ.{5}
Start your conversation with their most important need. Ask them, “How can you
be sure that you have done enough to get into heaven?” Listen to their thoughts
on this important question. Point out that the gospels say, “Be perfect as your
Heavenly Father is perfect.”{6} Are they that good? God loves us and knows that
we cannot do it on our own. For this reason Jesus came to pay our penalty
through His death and bring us into God’s household through His resurrection.

In some Islamic countries, a good way to begin the discussion is to look at what
the Koran says about Jesus to draw their attention to the specialness of Jesus. If
they show an interest, you move quickly to the Bible as the true source of
information on Jesus and eternal life. For more information on this approach,
check out The Camel Training Manual by Kevin Greeson.

Bridging Across to a Hindu Worldview
Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world with about 900 million
adherents. However, there are only about 1.2 million Hindus in the United States,
about 0.4% of the population. Since they are mostly located in high tech, urban
and suburban areas, the percentages are much higher in those areas, closer to
2% and growing. If you live in a major metropolitan area, you have probably seen
one or more temples in your area.
How does the Hindu worldview compare with a Christian worldview on the four
worldview questions introduced earlier?
• What about God? The Hindu believes that the universe is eternal and the
concept of an impersonal god is contained in the universe.
• What about man? Hindus believe that our current state is a temporary
illusion and our goal is to merge into the Brahman, the god nature of the
universe.
• What about salvation? For a Christian the answer to our problem is the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ who provided a way for us to become reunited
with God. This salvation can begin now and will be fully realized in heaven. For
a Hindu, the answer to our problem is to live a life in such a way as to merge
with Brahman at death. Unfortunately, the vast majority will be reincarnated to
suffer again as another living creature.

• What about history? For a Hindu, the universe is eternal and history repeats
itself cyclically.
As you can see, the worldview of a Hindu varies significantly from that of a
Christian on almost every point. Salvation for a Hindu is to reach a state where
they no longer exist. They are integrated into the universal god. Both Hindus and
Christians believe that mankind faces the problem of being born into a world full
of suffering and hardship. For Hindus, there are three paths that could lead one
out of this situation into oneness: 1) performing appropriate good works, 2)
reaching a state of knowledge that pierces through the deception of this
existence, and 3) devoting oneself to service of one of the many gods.
Being aware of these worldview differences can sensitize us to some of the
communication problems in sharing with a Hindu. First, when you share with
them that Jesus is the Son of God who came to earth in the flesh, they will
probably agree with you wholeheartedly. This is exactly the response I received
when sharing with a Hindu couple at a Starbucks in an exclusive shopping area.
After all, there are many forms of god in the Hindu pantheon. Just because
someone is a god, doesn’t mean I should leave off worshipping my current gods to
worship this new god exclusively.
How can I share with a Hindu in a way that helps be clearly explain the gospel in
the context of their worldview? I would suggest two important aspects.
First, you can begin by asking this question: What if there were only one God who
transcended His creation? We are not created to be subsumed back into God, but
rather we were created in His image to be able to exist with and to worship our
Creator. Our Creator does not want us to worship other gods which we have made
up to satisfy our desire to understand our world. If you cannot get a Hindu to
understand this basic premise, then other things you tell them about the gospel
will be misinterpreted because of their existing worldview filter.

Second, you can tell them that you agree that the problems of this world can be
seen in the pain and suffering of life on this planet. Man has tried for thousands of
years and yet the pain and suffering continue. This state of despair is the direct
result of man’s rejection of the love of God. We can never do enough in this life
through good works, special knowledge, or serving false gods to bridge the gap
back to God. God was the only one who could fix this problem and it cost Him
great anguish to achieve it through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.{7}

Bridging Across to a Mormon Worldview
There are only about 15 million Mormons worldwide, but almost 45% of them live
in the United States. They make up about 2% of the population of the United
States. Compared to Muslims and Hindus, their U.S. population has remained
fairly constant as a percentage basis over the last few decades. Because of their
young adult missionary teams, many Americans have had some exposure to the
evangelistic message of Mormonism.
How do Mormons compare with Christians in answering the four worldview
questions introduced on day one? First, we need to understand that not all
Mormons believe the same things. The president of the Mormons can introduce
new doctrine which may contradict prior doctrine. One prominent example is the
Mormon doctrine on blacks which was changed in 1978. The statements below
represent my understanding as to the current orthodox Mormon position:
• What about God? Where a Christian believes that God is eternal and
transcendent, Mormons believe God was once a man like us and ascended to
godhood
• What about man? Where a Christian believes that man is born in sin and
separated from God, Mormons believe men are born in sin, but have the
potential to become gods in their own right

• What about salvation? Where Christians believe in salvation through faith in
Jesus Christ alone, Mormons believe salvation comes from putting our faith in
Jesus and performing good works. The good works are intended to pay back
Jesus for the price He paid for us. In addition, Jesus is not eternal but was born
to God and one of His spirit wives.
• What about history? Both Christians and Mormons believe that history is
linear, but Mormons believe it is leading to a day when they could be gods
ruling their own planets.
Even though some would like to consider Mormonism as a branch of Christianity,
one can see there are significant differences between the beliefs of Mormons and
Christians.
In sharing your faith with a Mormon, there are terms and concepts you need to
watch out for as they will be misinterpreted. First, you are relying on the Bible as
the complete and only direct revelation from God. When you do that, you need to
be aware that they will assume anything you say that they don’t agree with is
countered in the Book of Mormon or the Pearl of Great Price. Point out to them
that the clear meanings of the Bible don’t need reinterpretation. Also, you can tell
them that the Bible written between 2,000 and 4,000 years ago has been
consistently supported by archaeological findings while the Book of Mormon
written 175 years ago has no historical or archaeological support.
When talking about God the Father, Jesus, Satan, and man, be sure to make it
clear that God and Jesus are one kind of being, the transcendent God of the
universe, that Satan is a created angelic being, and that men are created different
from the angels. A Mormon will use those terms, but will normally group all four
of those beings as made basically the same.
Be leery of expecting to win over Mormon missionaries on mission. If they are
sharing with you, of course, you should try to share with them. However, normally

they are too focused on fulfilling their mission to really listen to someone else. It
is best to share with them when you introduce the topic.
In sharing with a Mormon, you may want to consider how good one would have to
be to earn their way to eternal life. After all, Jesus said, “Be perfect as your
Heavenly Father is perfect.” If you can admit you are not perfect, then the only
way to redemption is through God’s grace.
Some of them may feel that in the matters of the church, they are keeping the
faith in a sinless manner. What if a future president changes some criteria of
behavior and you find out that you have now been sinning for years? Does it make
sense to you that God’s criteria for righteousness should change?{8}

Bridging Across to a Postmodern Worldview
Postmoderns may not seem as exotic as some of the world religions we have
considered to this point. But they have a distinctly different worldview than do
Christians and are the largest segment of non-Christians in today’s America. An
actual postmodern believes that absolute truth, if it does exist at all, is impossible
to find. A Christian believes that Jesus Christ is “the way, the truth and the life”
and that “truth comes through Jesus Christ.”{9} Jesus is truth applicable to every
man in every situation. What do we need to understand about postmodernism to
be better equipped to share the truth with them?
Popular postmodernity has a broadly defined identity, but they should resonate
with this definition: postmodernity is “incredulity toward metanarratives.”{10} In
other words, they reject the possibility of anyone knowing truth about the basic
questions of life; e.g., our worldview questions.
As before, we will begin with our four worldview questions. Keep in mind that we
just said they don’t think anyone can know the truth about these types of
questions.

• What about God? Postmoderns believe that we can’t really know where we
came from but we probably evolved from nothing over millions of years.
• What about man? Postmoderns believe that humans are neither good nor bad
and are shaped by the society around them which defines what is good and bad
for them.
• What about salvation? For a Christian, the answer to our dilemma and hope for
eternal life is the death and resurrection of Jesus, God’s Son. For a postmodern,
each group has their own answer that helps them get through the hard times of
life, but none of the answers can be counted on as true. What is important is not
their truth, but their helpfulness in coping with life’s challenges.
• What about history? For a postmodern, history is linear moving forward to
whatever happens next. Hopefully, the future will be better than the past, but
there is not grand plan or purpose for mankind. In any case, if there is a grand
plan, we can’t know it with any certainty.
It is hard to present Jesus Christ as the source of all grace and truth to someone
who denies the existence of truth or at least our ability to know it. As Dave
Kinnaman writes in his book UnChristian, “Even if you are able to weave a
compelling logical argument, young people will nod, smile, and ignore you.”{11}
Constructing a rational argument for Christ may not be the place to start. As
Drew Dyck reported hearing from one postmodern, “I don’t really believe in all
that rationality. Reason and logic come from the Western philosophical tradition. I
don’t think that’s the only way to find truth.” Dyck concluded, “They’re not
interested in philosophical proofs for God’s existence or in the case for the
resurrection.”{12}
To begin the process, we need to develop their trust; be their friend. Possibly,
invite them to serve alongside you in ministering to the needs of others, exposing
them to the ministry of Christ to the world around them.

The postmodern should be interested in your personal story, the things you have
found that work for you. But don’t fall into the traditional testimony rut (i.e., I was
bad, I was saved, now I am wonderful); make it real by sharing real issues you
have dealt with. Then convey the gospel story in a winsome way, emphasizing
Jesus concern for the marginalized around Him, realizing the gospel is a
metanarrative providing a universal answer to a universal problem.
Share with them why you are compelled to commit to a universal truth. I cannot
live my life without making a commitment to what I believe to be the Truth.
Saying “it doesn’t matter” is basically giving up on eternity. Admit that claiming
to know the truth about God, creation, and eternity is crazy from man’s
perspective. It can only be true if it is truly revealed by God. From my
perspective, Jesus is the Truth.{13}
We’ve taken a very brief look at four distinct worldviews, different from a
Christian worldview and different from each other. A simple understanding of
those worldviews helps us avoid confusing terminology. We can focus on bridging
the gap from their fundamental misunderstanding to faith in Christ. Only God
working through the Holy Spirit can bring them to true faith, but we can play an
important role in making the gospel understandable when filtered through their
worldview.{14}
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“How Do I Convince My Friends to
Be Saved?”
Dr. Ray Bohlin
I have some really good friends who claim that they are Christians but I
know for a fact that they aren’t saved and I’m not exactly sure how to talk
to them about Christ and getting saved. I also hear some of them who

claim to be Christians say that they are glad that their parents don’t go to
church because then they wouldn’t be able to sleep in on Sundays. I have
brought a couple of them to my church but they acted like they didn’t like
it. How should I convince them that they should believe in Christ?
My second question is this: I have a friend who always talks about Christ
and how he has changed her life. But I know that she hasn’t been saved.
Do you have to be saved go to heaven?
Having an attitude of trying to convince people to believe in Christ will seldom be
successful. There needs to be a sincere desire to seek the truth. Your time would
be well spent demonstrating an attractive vision of the Savior through your life
and be ready to discuss and answer their eventual questions. Those who are
indifferent to Christianity—or even hostile—need to to see a dynamic relationship
with Jesus Christ which faithfully follows 1 Peter 3:15: a life that sanctifies Jesus
as Lord of their lives and is always ready to give an answer for the hope that they
have and yet do so with gentleness and respect. Evidence and arguments will
rarely make an impact unless there is an inquisitiveness first.
And yes, we must be saved to spend eternity in heaven. Be careful however, about
being certain in judging someone’s salvation. Even the greatest saints still sin and
while there should be a pattern of good works to verify someon’s salvation, we all
go through periods of rebellion. Also, only Christ can judge the true condition of a
person’s heart.
If a person truly thinks they are saved and seeems to at least have a basic
understanding of salvation through Christ, we should take them at their word
until something incontrovertible happens that leads you to believe they have been
living a lie. I’m just asking that you be careful in making these kinds of judgments
and that as far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men (Rom. 12:18).
Respectfully,

Ray Bohlin
Probe Ministries

“Can You Recommend Apologetics
Resources on Different Levels?”
Dr. Michael Gleghorn
As a Christian, I find it to be of invaluable importance to remain current
and educated in fields of history, science, logic and philosophy, etc. At age
20, I’m confronting more and more difficulty sharing Christ with a
generation in a secularized society that will less and less have Him. Any
books you might recommend? Thank you!
There are many good books and websites which address the concerns you have in
one way or another. However, let me recommend two books and three websites
that have personally been very helpful to me over the years.
1. An excellent popular-level book on apologetics and evangelism is I’m Glad You
Asked by Ken Boa and Larry Moody – available here.
2. A superb intermediate-level apologetics book is Reasonable Faith (3rd edition)
by William Lane Craig – available here.
3. An excellent popular-level website on apologetics is the Probe Ministries
website here: Probe.org.
4. An excellent scholarly-level site (with some popular-level material) is the
Reasonable Faith site here: www.reasonablefaith.org.

5. Finally, a really great site for biblical and theological issues is bible.org.
I hope these resources prove helpful as you continue to prepare yourself to give
an account to all who ask about the hope that you have in Christ!
Shalom in Christ,
Michael Gleghorn
Probe Ministries
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